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INTRODUCTION. 

The true spirit of the times is in nothing more 
perceptible than in the tone given to our most trifling 
amusements. Information of some description must 
be blended with every recreation to render it truly 
acceptable to the public. The most beautiful fictions 
are disregarded unless in some measure founded 
upon fact. Pure invention has been declared by 
Byron to be but the talent of a liar, and the novels 
of Sir Walter Scott owe their popularity as much to 
the learning as to the genius displayed in their pages 
or the mystery which so long surrounded the writer*. 
The days have gone by when archaeological pursuits 
were little more than the harmless but valueless 
recreations of the aged and the idle. The research, 
intelligence, and industry of modern authors and 
artists have opened a treasure-chamber to the rising 
generation. The spirit of critical inquiry has sepa* 
rated the gold from the dross, and antiquities ar6 
now considered valuable only in proportion to their 
illustration of history or their importance to art. 

The taste for a correct conception of the arms 
and habits of our ancestors has of late years rapidly 
diffused itself throughout Europe. The historian, 
the poet, the novelist, the painter, and the actor, 
have discovered in attention to costume a new spring 
of information, and a fresh source of effect. Its 
study, embellished by picture and enlivened by anec- 
dote, soon becomes interesting even to the young 
and careless reader; and at the Same time that it 
sheds light upon manners and rectifies dates, stamps 

* At the same time we must observe, that his descriptions of 
ancient costume are not always to be relied upon. The airmour 
or Richard CoBur de Lion iti " Ivtmhoe " is bf the sixteenth rather 
than of the twelfth ceutury. 
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the various events and «ras in the most natural and 
vivid colours indelibly on the memory. 

Of those who afiect to ridicule the description of a 
doublet, or to deny the possibility of assigning the 
Introduction of any particular hubit to any particular 
period (and some have done so in ])rint who should 
have known better), we would only inquire what 
criticism they would pass upon the painter who should 
represent Julius Caesar in a frock-coat, cocked hat, 
and Wellington trousers : nor will we admit this to 
be an extreme case, for how lately have the heroes 
and sages of Greece and Rome strutted upon the 
stage in flowing perukes and gold-laced waistcoats. 

" What shook the stage and made the people stare ? 
Cato*s long wig, flowered gown, and lacker'd chair." 

And is the representing Paris in a Roman dress, as 
was done by West, the President of the Royal Aca- 
demy, to be considered a more venial offence, because 
it is more picturesque and less capable of detection 
by the general spectator ? — The Roman dress is more 
picturesque than the habits of the present day, cer- 
tainly ; but not more so than the Phrygian, the proper 
costume of the person represented. And is it par- 
donable in a man of genius and information to per- 
petuate errors upon the ground that they may pass 
undiscovered by the million ? Does not the historical 
painter voluntarily oflTer himself to the public as an 
illustrator of habits and manners, and is he wantonly 
to abuse the faith accorded to him ? But an artist, 
say the cavillers, must not sacrifice effect to the 
minutisB of detail. The extravagant dresses of some 
periods would detract from the expression of the 
figure, which is the higher object of the painter's 
ambition. Such and such colours arc wanted for 
peculiar purposes, and these might be the very tints 
prohibited by the critical antiquary. To these and 
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twenty other similar objections the plain answer is, 
that the exertion of one-third part of the study and 
ingenuity exercised in the invention of conventional 
dresses to satisfy the painter's fancy would enable 
him to be perfectly correct and at the same time 
equally effective — often, indeed, more effective, from 
the mere necessity of introducing some hues and 
forms which otherwise had i^ever entered into his 
imagination. 

The assertion so coolly hazarded by some writers, 
that chronological accuracy is unattainable in these 
matters will be refuted, we trust, by every page of 
this work ; its principal object being to prove the 
direct contrary, and establish the credence which may 
be given to the authorities therein consulted, and 
lighten the labours of the student by directing him at 
once to those cotemporary records and monuments 
which may serve him as tests of the authenticity of 
later compilers. 

Careless translation has done much to deceive, and 
Che neglect of original and cotemporary authors for 
the more familiarly written and easily obtained works 
of their successors, has added to the confusion. It 
is extraordinary to observe the implicit confidence 
with which the most egregious mistakes have been 
copied by one writer after another, apparently with- 
out the propriety having once occurred to them of 
referring to the original authorities. 

A want of methodical or strict chronological 
arratigement, has also contributed to the perplexity 
of the students ; and the wotks of the indefatigable 
Strutt have, from this latter defect, misled perhaps 
mbbe than they have enlightened. To cohdense and 
sift the mass of materials he had collected, has been, 
perhaps, the most laborious portion of our task. 
Some of his plates contain the costume of two cen- 
turies jumbled together, and the references to them in 

b^ 
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the text are scattered over the volumes in the most 
bewildering manner. This material defect is re- 
medied, we trust, in our publication ; and it is scarcely 
necessary to point out the advantage of finding every 
information respecting the dress or armour of a par- 
ticular reign contained within the few pages allotted 
to it. 

The bulk of all the best works on ancient costume 
or armour, and their consequent experi^e, have been 
formidable obstacles to the artist, and must surely 
render a pocket volume, comprising every necessary 
reference and information, a desirable companion ; and 
although we by no means pretend to infallibility, we 
trust that our jealousy of all questionable documents, 
and the rigid test to which we have subjected, and 
by which we have shaken the evidence of many 
hitherto undoubted, have preserved us from gross 
misrepresentations, at the same time that they have 
enabled us to correct some material errors, and 
explain several obscure passages in our more costly 
and voluminous precursors. 

The following is a list of the works on general 
costume, or containing notices of British dress, which 
may be consulted with advantage by the artist, with 
our own, for a commentary. 

Habitus Prsecipuorum Populorum, tam Virorum 
quam Fseminarum, singulari arte depicti. By John 
Weigel, cutter in wood. 1 vol. fol. Nuremberg, 1577. 

Habitus Variarum Orbis Gentium. By J. J. Boissard, 
1581. 

Habiti Antichi e Moderni di diverse Parti del Mondo. 
By Cajsar Vecellio. 8vo. Venice, 1590. 

Sacri Komani Imperii Omatus, item Germanorum 
diversarumque Gentium Peculiares Vestitus ; quibus ac- 
oedunt Ecclesiasticorum Habitus Varii. By Caspar 
Rule, 1588. 



INTRODUCTION. XV 

Diversaram Grenthim Annatura Ecmestris, 1617. 

Ornatus MuliebrisAnglicanus. By Wencelaus Hollar. 
4to. London, 1640. 

A Collection of the Dresses of different Nations, an- 
cient and modem. 2 vols. 4to. Published by Thomas 
Jefferys. London, 1757. 

Horda Angel Cynan. By Joseph Strutt. 3 vols. 4to. 
London, 1774 — 76. 

Dress and Habits of the People of England. By 
ditto. 2vol3. 4to. London, 1796— 99. 

Regal and Ecclesiastical Antiquities. By ditto. 
1 vol. 4to. London, 1 773—93. 

Selections of the Ancient Costume of Great Britain 
and Ireland. By Charles Hamilton Smith, Esq. 1 vol. 
fol. London, 1814. 

Costume of the Original Inhabitants of the British 
Islands. By S. R. Meyrick, LL.D. & F.S A..; and C. H. 
Smith, Esq. 1 vol. fol.' London, 1821. 

A Critical Enquiry into Ancient Arms and Armour. 
By S. R. Me3nrick, LL.D., &c. 3 vols. fol. Loudon. 

Encyclopeedia of Antiquities. By the Rev. T. D. Fos- 
brooke, M.A. F.S. A. 2 vols. 4to. London, 1825. 

Illustrations of British History. 2 vols. 12mo. By 
Richard Thomson. Published in Constable's Miscellany, 
Edinburgh, 1828. 

Engraved Illustrations of Antient Armour from the 
Collection at Goodrich Court. By Joseph Skelton, F.S.A. 
With the descriptions of Dr. Meyrick. 2 vols. 4to. 
London and Oxford, 1830. 

The Monumental Effigies of Great Britain. By Charles 
Alfred Stothardy F.SJV. Fol. London, 1833. 

Walker s History of the Irish Bards. 2 vols. 8vo. 

Logan's History of the Gael. 2 vols. 8vo. 

To preclude the necessity of long references we 
here subjoin a list of the principal authorities quoted 
in this work. Some of them being in manuscript, 
many of rare occurrence, many not contained even in 
public libraries, except in some voluminous collectioii 
of historians, so that the inquirer may lose much 
time in seeking for them, unless he knows the exact 
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work in which they are to be found, we have sought 
to hiake our catalogue more complete by providing 
against this difficulty in all cases where it seemed 
likely to occur. It win not, of course, be supposed 
th^i the editions or collections here indicated are thb 
only ones in which the writers hamed aire to be fbuiid. 

hist of the principal Ancient Authors and Works 
quoted or referred to in this Volume, 

Herodotus. 

Plutarch's Lives. 

CaBsar's Conimentaries. 

Diodorus Siculus. 

Polybius. 

Strabb. 

Pomponius MeU : (Seography. 

Tacitus : Lifb of Agricola ; Maiiherg of the Germans. 

Pliny*8 Naturtil History. 

SolinUs: Polyhistor. 

Dion Caasius. 

Herodi^n. 

livy. 

Ovid. 

Martial. 



The Welsh Triads 
Taliesin: Poems 
Llywarch Hen: 

Elegies 
Anuerih : The Go- 

dodins 



^Vide Archa>oIogia Britannica, Oxford, 
1707; Davies' CiBltic Researches, Lon- 
don, 1804: Myvyrian, Archaeology bf 
Wales, 2 vols. London, 1801; Dissferlatio 
de Bardis, &c. 8vo. 1764; Owen*s Cam- 
brian Biography, London, 8vo. 1803 ; and 
Treatise oh the Genuineness of the Poems 
of Anuerin, Taliesin, Llywarch Hdn, &c. ; 
with Sjsecimens by Mr. Sharon Turner. 

Eginhart: Life of Charlemagne. Vet. Script. Germ, 

Reub. Han. 1619. 
Monk of St. Gall. 
History of the Lombards. Printed by Muratori in his 

Scriptores Italici, vol. i. 
Paulus Deaconus. 
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Theganus : Life of Louis le Debonaire. 

Bede. 

Adhelm, Bishop of Sherborne. M.S. Brit. Mus. Royal, 
15 et 16. 

William of Poitou : Gesta Gulielmi Ducis. Printed in 
Duchesne's Historia Normanorum Scriptores Antiqui. 
Folio. Paris. 160L 

William of Malmsbury : De Gestis Regum Anglorum. 
Printed in Sir H. Savil's Collection, entitled Scriptores 
post Bedam. Frankfort, folio, 1601. 

Agathias: History. Printed at Levden, 1594; and 
Paris, 1658. 

Gregory of Tours : History of the Franks. 

Anglo-Saxon Poems of Judith and Beowulf. 

Aimion : History of France. Printed in Duchesne's 
HistorisB Normanorum Scriptores Antiquis. Folio, 
Paris, 1619. 

Encomium of Emma, in Duchesne. 

Alcuin : Lib. de Offic. Divin. Folio. Paris, 1617. 

Adam of Bremen: Ecclesiastical History. Rer. Germ. 
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Ancient British weapons of bone and flint* 

Fi(p. a« Arrow-head of flint, in the Meyrick collection ; &, another^ engraved 
in ArchseoloKia, vol. xv. pi. 2 ; c, </, lance-heads of bone, from a bar row- 
on Upton Lorel Downs, Wiltshire, engfraved in same plate ; tf, spear- 
head of stone, in the Meyrick collection ; /, battle-axe head of black 
Rtone, in ditto ; g, another, found in a barrow in Devonshire, and now 
in the same collection. 

Respecting the original colonists of Britain — the 
more adventurous members of the two great nomadic 
tribes, the Cintimerii or Cimbrians and the Celtae or 
Celts, who wandered from the shores of the Thracian 
Bosphorus to the northern coasts of Europe, and 
passed, some from Gaul across the channel, others 
through "the Hazy*' or German Oc^aw Vo >^«sfc 
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islands — a few slight and scattered notices by the 
Greek and Latin writers, and an occasional passage 
in the Welsh Triads, form the meagre total of our 
information \ Mere speculations, however ingenious, 
it would be foreign to the plan of this work to enter- 
tain : however interesting, or even convincing, to 
the student of antiquity, they iire too shadowy to 
be grasped and retained by the unlearned reader. 
From tlie positive evidence, however, of such wea- 
pons and ornaments as have been from time to 
time discovered in this country, and acknowledged 
as neither of Roman nor Saxon workmanship, we 
are, with the aid of the scanty testimony before- 
mentioned, authorized to presume that its earliest 
inhabitants had relapsed into barbarism, as they 
iieceded from the civilized south, and having lost, in 
the course of their migrations, the art of working 
metals and of weaving cloth, were clothed in skins, 
decorated with beads and flowers, and armed with 
weapons of bone and flint, which, in addition to their 
stained and punctured bodies (the remembrance, it 
would appear from Herodotus, of a Thracian cus- 
tom '), must have g^ven them, as nearly as possible, 
the appearance of the Islanders of the South Pacific, 
as described by Captain Cook. 

And with similar policy to that practised by our 
femous navigator, did the Tyrian traders apparently 
teach the British savages to manufacture swords, 
spear-blades, and arrow-heads, firom a composition 

^ Herodotus, book iv. ; Plutarch io Mario ; Welsh Triads^ 4 
Md 5. 

' Herodotus, v. 6. ''To have punctures oo their skin is with 
Ih^m a mark of nobility, to be without these is a testimony of mean 
descent.*' Isidorus describes the British method of tatooing in 
these words : ** They squeeze the juice of certain herbs into figures 
made on their bodies with the points of needles." Orig. lib. xix. 
e, 23. It seems to have been done in infancy, as Pliny tells ua 
tbt British wives aud nuraes did it. Nat, Hist. lib. xxii. c. 2, 
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ofbraxBiptTMhet of copper) and Un.by first pre* 
■enttn^ liiem With models of their own rude vreHpnas 
in tKia mised metal, and then gradually iuducin^ 
(hem to adept the improvements, and emulate the 
ekill of their friendly visiters. 

The Ishce, for instance, farmed of a long bone, 
ground to a point (vida lig^res c and d at head of 
chapter), and iaeertcd into a split at the end of an 
oaken Gh&fl, nhere it was secured by wooden pegs, 
ifas first succeeded by a metal blade, similarly shaped- 
and fastened (vide fig. a in the following engraving) g 




I. pi. 3! 



olojia, Tiil,'ii; ,.. . . _ , 

but shortly afterwards, the shaft, Instead of receiving 
thti blade, was fitted Into a socket in a workmanlike 
Qtanner, and finally the bWe itself assumed a. classical 
form. The arrow and the hatchet, or battle-aie, under- 
went the ume gradm) transfonitftlion wo& m^tcn^- 
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ment, as may be seen by a comparison of the brazen = 
weapons here engraved with those of bone and flint 
at the head of the chapter. The greater part of the 
originals are preserved in the armoury at Goodrich 
Court, Herefordshire. 

For the sword tliey were probably indebted to 
the PhoBnicians, or perhaps to the Gauls, who also 
wore them of brass, and of a similar form. The hilt 
was cased on each side with horn, whence the British 
adage: "A gavas y cam gavas y Uavyn.'* " Ho 
who has the horn has the blade °." 

The flat circular shields too of the Britons, which 
were of wicker (like their quivers, their boats, and 
their idols^), were soon either imitated in the same 
metal or covered with a thin plate of it, and then, 
from their sonorous quality, they were called tarians 
or dashers^. The metal coatings of two of these shields 
are preserved in a perfect state in the Meyrick collec- 
tion. They are ornamented with concentric circles, 
between which are raised as many little knobs as the 
space will admit. They are rather more than two feet 
in diameter, with a hollow boss in the centre to admit 
the hand, as they were held at arm's length in action. 
**On comparing it with the Highland target,'* Sir 
Samuel Meyrick remarks, *' we shall And that, al- 
though the Roman mode of putting it on the arm 
has been adopted by those mountaineers, the boss, 

' Meyrick, Engraved Illustrations of Ancient Arms and Armour, 
vol. i.) text to plate 47. 

^ The ingenuity of the Britons in this species of manufacture 
was much admired by the Romans, who, when they introduced 
into Italy the British bcucawd (basket-work), adopted also its 
name, terming it bascauda. The British name for a quiver is 
cawell saethan, i. e. a basket*work case for arrows. The ancient 
British wicker boat, called curwgil or coracle, formed of osier 
twigs, covered with hide, is still in use upofi the Wye and otheir 
rivers both of Wales and Ireland. 

^ Arch«Bologia| vol, xxiii* p* 94; Herodian. and Xipbilin. 
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tndered uMlesa, is still retBined, snd tbe little Vnobs 
imitated with brass noils'." 




Several brasen swords and epear-blades, found in 
the bed of the Thames near Kingston, have been 
engraved for a frontispiece to Mr. Jesse's interesting 
work, entitled ' Gleanings of Natural History ;' but 
thev are there erroneously called Roman. Whoever 
will take the trouble to compare them with the num- 
berless acknowledged Britjsh weapons ia various 
English collections, and with many similar relics 
found in Ireland, where the Romans never set 
foot, will scarcely need the additional argument, that 
the Romans, at the period of the invasion of Britain, 
used weapons of steel only, to convince themselves of 
the Celtic origin of those curious military antiquities, 
*ArclmDlog!s,Tol. xxiii.ip. 9<i. 
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But let US hasten to the period when the h'ght of 
history begins to dawn upon us, and the personal 
observation of intelligent men becomes the authority 
on which our descriptions are based. 

Fift)'-five years before the birth of Christ, Julius 
Caesar landed on these shores, and found the inhar 
bitants of Cantium (Kent) the most civilized of all 
the Britons, and differing but little in their manners 
from the Gauls ^, from whom they had most probably 
acquired the arts of dressing, spinning, dyeing, and 
weaving wool, as they there practised them afler the 
Gaulish fashion, and possessed, in common with their 
continental kindred, some valuable secrets in them, 
imknown to other nations. Of this fact we have the 
direct evidence of Diodorus Siculus, Strabo, and 
Pliny ; the latter of whom enumerates several herbs 
used for this purpose, and tells us that they dyed 
purple, scarlet, and several other colours, from these 
alone ^ But the herb which the Britons chiefly used 
was the glastum or woad (called in their native lan- 
guage, y glds, glas lys, and glacilys, from glds, blue'), 
with which they stained and punctured their bodies, 
in order, says Csesar, to make themselves look dread- 
ful in battle^®. His words are, however, " Omnes 
vero se Britanni vitro inficiunt, quod cceruleum 
efficit colorem, atque hoc horribiliori sunt in pugn& 
adspeclu." Now the word vitro is disputed, and 
"nitro," 'Muteo," **ultro,'' "glauco," and "guasto,*' 

' De Bell. Gal. lib. v. 14. Strabo nays, " the Britons, in their 
manners, partly resemble the GauU." Tacitus says, " they are 
near and like the Gauls;** and Pomponius Mela tells us, **the 
Britons fought armed, after the Gaulish manner." 

" Hist. Nat. lib. xvi. c. 18; lib. xxii. c. 26. 

' Meyrick, Costume of the Original Inhabitants of the British 
Isles, folio, London, 1821. 

'^ De Bell. Gal. lib. v. Kerodian says the Britons who resisted 
Severus painted the figures of all kinds of animals on their 
bodies, lib. iii. p. 83 ; and Martial has the words " Coeruleis 
Britanois^" lib. is, c« 32. 
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have been alternately suggested as the correci 
reading. Pliny says they used " glastum** (1. e. woad)^ 
but Ovid uses the singular expression ^^ Viridesque 
Britannos." Amorum. £ieg. 16. And glM^ in Celtic, 
signifies green as well as blue. It is applied to the 
sea, and to express, poetically, the sea, as glasmhaigh^ 
a green plain. Crann ghlas is a green tree. It enters 
into combination also with a variety of words in the 
Celtic expressive of grass, greens for food, salad, sea 
wrack; and also means pa/e, wan, poor^ and even iii 
colour greyish. Each glas is a grey horse. The dress 
of the fairies is always spoken of as glas, Anglice, 
green and shining : and no doubt it is the origin of our 
word glass, which has been applied to the composi- 
tion so called in consequence of its presenting indif- 
ferently the hues and lustrous appearance alluded to. 
A man could not dye his body with glass, but the 
obvious derivation of that word from the Celtic ren- 
ders the vitro of Cssar a still more curious expression. 
The word ** cceruleum" may also be translated green, 
wan, or pale, like the Celtic glas, and the skin washed 
lightly over with blue or grey would present a green- 
ish and ghastly appearance. And here it may be 
remarked, that from the fact of the Romans, on their 
first invasion of the island, beholding the inhabitants 
only when, according to a common Celtic custom ^^ 
(a custom partially followed by the Scotch High- 
landers to the days of the battle of Killicrankie), they 
had flung off their garments to rush into action, arose 
the vulgar error that the Britons lived continually 
" in puris naturalibus ;*' whereas, we have the testi- 
mony of Caesar himself to the fact, that even the 

'^ Livy says, that at the battle of Can use there were Gauls who 
fought naked from the waist upwards (xxii. 46); and Polybius 
tells us, that some Belgic Gauls fought entirely naked, but it was 
only on the day of battle that they thus stripped themselves, Lib^ 
lit c. 6. 
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least civilized, *' those within the country," went clad 
in skins ; whilst the southern or Belgic Britons were 
like the Giauls, and therefore not only completely but 
splendidly attired, as may be proved from various un<» 
questionable authorities. 

Of the several kinds of cloth manufactured in Gaul^ 
ene, according to Pliny ^* and Diodoms Siculus'% 
was composed of fine wool, dyed of several difierent 
colours, which being spun into yarn, was woven 
either in stripes or in chequers, and of this the Gauls 
and Britons made their lighter or summer garments^ 
Here we have the undoubted origin of the Scotch 
plaid or tartan, which is called ^' the garb of old 
Gaul'' to thia day; and indeed, with the exception 
of the plumed bonnet and the tasselled sporan or 
pursC) a Highland chief in his full costume, with 
tunic, plaid, dirk, and target, affords as good an 
illustration of the appearance of an ancient Briton 
of distinction as can well be imagined. 
. Diodoms, describing the Belgic Gauls, says, they 
wore dyed tunics, betlowered with all manner of 
colours {j(irwm, (ianToic 'xp&fiaffi vavroha'TroiQ ^irivBiff" 
fuvoio): With these they wore close trousers, which 
they called brac€B^*; these trousers, an article of 
apparel by which all barbaric nations seem to have 
been distinguished from the Romans, being made by 
the Gauls and Britons of their chequered cloth, called 
breach and bryca/Hi and by the Irish, breacan ^'. Over 

. » Hist. Nat. lib. viii. c. 48. " Lib. y. c. 30. 

'^ Ibid. Martial has the line, 

** Like the old bracchse of a needy Briton.** Epig. xi. 

** BreaCy in GcltiCj signifies anything speckled, spotted, striped; 
or, indeed, party-coloured. The brindled ox was, therefore, 
tailed brych by the Britons. Breac is the Celtic name for a 
trout, from its speckled skin. Barctn breac, literally spotted food, 
is the name for a Christmas cake, or bread with plums in it. 
Breac is also applied to a person pitted with the small- pox, or to 
oue whose skin is freckled. The termination ait; in compound 
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the tunic both the Gauls and the Britons wore the 
sagum^ a short cloak so called by the Romans, from 
the Celtic word saic^ which, according to Varro, sig- 
nified a 8kin or hide ; such having been the materials 
which the invention of cloth had superseded. The 
British sagum was of one uniform colour, generally 
either blue or black ^^ The predominating colour 
in the chequered tunic and hractB was red. The hair 
was turned back upon the crown of ttie head, and fell 
down in long and bushy curls behind *^. If covered 
at all, it was by the cappan or cap, from the British 
qahy a hut^ which it resembled in its conical shape ; 
the houses of the Britons being made with wattles 
stuck in the ground, and fastened together at top. 
"It is somewhat singular," remarks the learned author 
to whose indefatigable research we are indebted for 
the first general collection of ancient British authori- 
ties, " that the form of this ancient pointed cap is to 
this day exhibited in what the Welsh children call the 
cappan cyrnicyll^ the horn-like cap, made of rushes 
tied at top, and twisted into a band at bottom ^"." 

Men of rank amongst the Gauls and Britons, ac- 
cording to CsBsar and Diodorus, shaved the chin, but 
wore immense tangled mustaches. Strabo describes 
those of the inhabitants of Cornwall and the Scilly 
Isles as hanging down upon their breasts like wings. 
These latter people, he says, wore long black gar- 
ments like tunics, and carried staves in their hands, 
so that, when walking, they looked like furies in a 
tragedy, though really a quiet aud inoffensive 
people**. 

words, signifies '' in ;** so that breachan or bryckan is literally ^' in 
spots," or ^^ in chequers.:" an is also used in Gaelic as a diminu- 
tive ; and breachan might, therefore, signify *< little spots/* 
'' tmali chequers," or '' narrow stripes." 

'* Diodorus Siculus, lib. v. c. 33. 

17 Ibid. lib. v.; and Caesar De Bell. Gal. lib. v. 

1" Meyrick^ Costume of the Ori^. Inh«h. ul sa^TV 

*? lib, iii. 
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The ornaments of the Bfitohs, like th6se of thi§ 
Ghtiils, consisted of rings, bracelets, armlets, a collar 
or necklace of twisted wires of gold or silv^r^ called 
tdrck or dorch in British^ and peculiarly a 6Vmbol df 
rank and command. The ancient Lord of Yale was 
(Milled Llewellyn am Dorchog, or Llewellyn with the 
Torques. The ohe here i^presented is of bi'ass, and 
was foiind on the Quantoc Hills. So fond, indeed, 
were the Britotis of ornaments of this kind, that 
those who could not procure them of the precious 
nfietalli wore toi'ques of iron, " of which they were 
Bot a little Tain '^" The ring, according to FUtiy# 
wds worn on the middle finger '^ ^ 




Onaiheiits and t)attetii> ot tKe andietit Britons. 
t\p d, a torate of brass foiind on the Qaautoe Hills, and engfraved ik AA 
Arokfsologia, toL xi^. ; &« an ornament of brass; c, a bracelet ; d, aa 
annular ornament of bronse for fastening the mantle. Archaeolo^H, 
Tol xxii. pi. S5, bat therein called a bracelet ; tf, a piece of Britisk 
earthenware, Arehnologia, rol. zxi. Appendix. , 

^ Herodian, lib. iii. c. 4f. " Hist. Nat. lib. txtiW. c. 6, 
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lUE DR^SS OW THE BRITISH FEBUI^ES 

may be ascertained from Dion Cassius's account of 
the appearance of Boadicea, Queen of the Iceni. Her 
%ht ba^r fell down her shoulders. She wore a tor(]u^ 
of gold« a tunic of several colours, all in folds, and 
over it, fastened by b. jftbula or brooch, a robe of 
coarse gtuff **. 

THE COMMONALTY 

q,nd ihi^ less civilizj^4 tribes that inhabited the interior, 
as we b^ve already stated on the authority of Caesar, 
went simply clad in skins '^. The hide of the brindled 
or spotted ox was generally preferred, but some wore 
the ysgyn, which was the name for the skin of any 
wild beast, but more particularly the bear; while 
others assumed the sheepskin cloak, according as 
they were herdsni^, hunters, or shepherds ". That, 
in the j^bsence of more valuable fastenings, the cloak 
was se0i|rei)» as amongst the ancient Geripans, by a 
thorn, we haye tolerable evidence in the fact of this 
primithre brooch being stili used in Wales. 
There remains another class to be considered — 

THE PRIISSTHOOD, 

It was divided into three orders. The Druids, the 
Bards, and the Ovates. The dress of the druidical 
or sacerdotal order was white, the emblem of holiness 
and peculiarly of truth. The Welsh bard Taliesin 
calls it f* the proud white garqnent which separated 
the elders from the youth **.** 

The bards wore a one-coloured robe of sky-blue, 
being emblematical of peace ; thus another bard ^®, in 

** Xiphilin. Abridg. of Djon Cassius. 

^ D« Bell. Gjd. lib. V. c, 10. «* Meyrick, Orig. lohab. 

^ Owen's £legies of Uywarch Hea. 

^^ Cynddelw. Owen's EUguM of Uywarcb Hda 
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hiB Ode on the death of Cadnallon, calls them 
" wearers of long blue robes." 

The ovate or Oeydd, professing astronomy, medi- 
dne, &c. wore green, the symbol of learning, 8S 
being the colour of the clothing of nature. Talieun 
makes an ovate say, " with my robe of bright green, 
possessing a place in the assembly '"'." The disciples 
of the orders wore variegated dresses of the three 
colours, blue, green, and white ". 

The arch-druid or high-priest wore an oaken gar- 
land, surmounted sometimes by a tiara of gold. A 
bas-relief, found at Autun, represents two Druids in 
long tunics and mantles ; one crowned with an oaken 




*T MIc. Dimbych. Oneri'i Elegiei. 

" Or blue, green, and red. A disciple, tbaiil to be admilted 
B gruluate, is oiled by the bards "a dog with >pol»of red, blue, 
and grew." Meyrick, Orig. Inbab. 
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garland, and bearbg a sceptre; the other nrith a 
crescent in his hand, one of the sacred Rymbols. 
They are both engraved belowi with a crescent of 
gold, a druidical hook for tearing down the mistletoe, 
and ^ree other articles, supposed druidical, all of 
gold, and found in various parts of Ireland **. 

The mantle of one of the Druids, it wilt be observed, 
is fastened on the shoulders by a portion of it being 
drawn through a ring, and instances of this fashion 
are metwithfrequratly in Anglo-Saxon illuminations. 
We believe it has never occurred to any previous 
writer on this subject, that the annular omsmenla 
resembling bracelets (vide fig. d), so constantly dis~ 
covered both here and on the Continent, and pre- 
sumed to be merely votive, from the circumstance of 
their beings too small to wear on the arm or the wrist, 
may have been used in this manner as a sort of 
brooch by the Gaulish and Teutonic tribes. 




Dnldiul onannli. Tide now 



**CallMUneideRebusHiberaicb,TaLir Archoologi vol i»« 
MejricW'sOrig. Inhab. paMim; King's Mun menta Anliqni, &e 
Tlie centre omuiieni i> supposed lo be 1 1 «» for the »n:h-dni d 
Mid Ihat to the right a golden calUr or breait-pble The wreathed 
rod or Kold, itilh a hook al each «Dd, is probibly a imall torque 
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ROflAN-BRITISH PERIOD, A. D. 78—400. 

Julius Agricpl^i bein^ appointed to (h^ command 
jn Sritfiin A. D. 78, succeeded in perfectly establishing 
|he JlQinan dpminion, ai^d introducing the Jloman 
manners and language ; and, before the close of 
thjB first cjsntury, the ancient British habit beg^n to 
])e disesteemed by th^ chiefs, and regarded as a 
badge of barbarism. ** The sons of the British chiefr 
tftins,*' s^ys Tacitus, " bfeg^u to affect our dress ^®." 
The braccte were abandoned by the souther^ and 
east^rn Britons, and the Bonian tunic, reaching \o 
tb^ kpee* with the cloak or mantle, still hqweyer 
cpilled the iid^gufnt became the general habit of the 
better classes. 

Th^ /[;hang(B in the female garb was little, if fmy ; 
96 it bad originally bieen similar to that of tli^ Jloqaafi 
women. . TbiB coips pf Carausiiis and the cplunios qf 
Trajan and Antonine exhibit the Celtic females in 
two tunics ; the lower one reaching to the ancles, 
and the upper about half-way down the thigh, f^ith 
loose sleeves, extending only to the elbows, like thpse 
of th£ Germaii woipen described by Tacitus '^ This 
upper garment was sometimes confined by a girdle, 
an4 was called in British gwrif the gunacum pf Varro, 
and the origin of our word gown ^^ 

The hair of both sexes was cut and dressed after 
the Roman fashion. 

In the armoury at Goodrich Court is a most inte- 
resting relic of this period. It is the metal coating 
of a shield, such ^s the Britons fabricated after they 
had been induced \o imitate the Roman fashions. 
It is modelled upon the scutum^ and was called, in 
consequence, ysgwyd, pronounced esgooyd. It ap- 
pears originally to have been gilt, a practice con- 

»• lu Vit. Agric. '^ De Morib. German, c. 17, 

•* Meyricky Orig. Inbab, 
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tinued for a long time by the descendants of the 
Britons, and is adorned on the umbo or boss with 
the common red cornelian of the country. '* It is 
impossible/' remarks its proprietor, *' to contemplate 
the artistic portions without feeling convinced that 
there is a mixture of British ornaments with such re- 
semblances to the elegant designs on Roman work 
as would be produced by a people in a state of less 
civilization •^" This unique specimen was found, 
with several broken swords and spear-heads of 
bronze, in the bed of the river Witham, in Lincoln- 
shire. 




Iffetal coating of sn inetait Romaii«British aliield, fodild is the btd ef (he 
riTer Witkatt» and now in the Hejriek celleetioa. 

^ Arcbseoiogia, vol. exMu 
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Chapter II. 

ANGLO-SAXON PERIOD, A.D. 450—1016. 




Anglo-Saxon weapons and ornamentg. 

"Fig, Of % daner ; 6, a sword ; c, the head of a spear ; d, a spur, from 
Stratt's Horda Ang^el Cynan ; tf, the iron boss of a Khield from a bar- 
row in Lincolnshire, and now in the Mevrick collection ; /, a row" of 
amber beads found in a tamulns on Chatham Lines. 

For upwards of three centuries Britain was the seat 
of Roman civilization and luxury. The Saxons made 
descents upon it at the close of the fourth century, 
and were repulsed by Theodosius and the natives. 
Abandoned by its conquerors and instructors, divided 
into numberless petty sovereignties, harassed by 
barbarians from without, and ravaged by a frightful 
pestilence within, the handful of strangers who 
landed by accident or invitation in 449, became first 
the subsidiaries of its principal chiefs, and ultimately 
masters of the greater part of the island. In seven 
years firom their arrival at Ebbsfleet in the Isle of 
Tbanet, the province of Cantium became the Saxon 
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kin^om of Kent, under ohe of the leaders of that 
wandering band; and Anuerin, a Welsh bard who 
flourished earlj in the sixth century, and fought in 
person against the invaders, gives us the following 
aecDunt of the 

MtLltART HABITS OF THE PAOAN BAXONS^ 

in his famous poem called the (xododin, which 
procured for him amongst his countrymen the title 
of '* King of the Bards." I'here were present at the 
battle of Cattrafeth** three hundred warriors arrayed 
in gilded armour, three loricated bands with three 
commanders wearing golden torques. '^ d?hey were 
armed with " daggers, * " white sheathed piercers,** 
and "Wore four-pointed (square) helmets.* Some 
of them carried spears and shields, the latter being 
made of split wood. Their leader had a projecting 
shield, was harnessed in '* scaly mail,*' armed witn 
" a slaughtering pike,** and wore (as a mantle pro- 
bably) the skin of a beast. His long hair flowed 
down his shoulders, and was adorned, when he was 
unarmed, with a wreath of amber beads; round his 
neck he wore a golden torques ^ The scaly mail of 
which Anuerin speaks was the well-known armour 
of the Sarmatian and Gothic tribes, from whence 
the Romans derived their lorica squamcUa ^ Mael 
was indeed but the British word for iron. The tunic 
covered with rings, to which the word niail was after- 
wards applied by the Norman l^rench, was literally 
called by the Saxons gehrynged bym, ringed armour. 
'the British word llunyg in like manner, or. the 

^ Qododin, by Anuerin, passim. 

* The Sarmatians made theirs of thin slices of horses* hoofs, 
cut in the shapie of scales or feathers, and sewn in rows upon an 
under garment of coarse linen. Pausaniais saw and inspected one 
of them that was preserved in the temple of Escalftpias at Athens » 
Lib. i. p. 50. 
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Roman lorica^ from which it was derived, was used 
(generally for defensive body armour, and it is only 
by a welcome adjective, as in this instance the word 
'* scaly," that we discover the peculiar sort of armour 
alluded to. It is the want of attention to the true 
meaning of words in the original authors, and a care- 
less trust in translations, that have caused the very 
obscurity and apparent discrepancy of which writers 
on antiquarian subjects so frequently complain. 

The square or four-pointed helmet was worn as 
late as the ninth century in France, by the guards of 
Lothaire and Charles the Bald, and square crowns 
are frequently seen in the Anglo-Saxon illuminations'*. 
Amber beads are continually found in Saxon tumuli. 
The row engraved at the head of this chapter (fig. f) 
was found in a tumulus on Chatham Lines. The 
iron umbo or boss of an Anglo-Saxon shield above it 
(fig. e) was found in a barrow in Lincolnshire, and 
is now in the Meyrick collection. 

In a MS. in the Cotton collection, marked Clau- 
dius, B. 4, we find one of the earliest specimens of 
the ringed bym, borrowed from the Phrygians, which 
was formed of rings sewn fiat upon a leathern tunic. 
The wearer is a royal personage, crowned and armed 
with the long, broad, straight iron sword, found in 
Saxon tumuli, and the projecting or convex shield. 
He is attended by a page or soldier, in a plain tunic 
with sleeves, and a cap completely Phrygian in form, 
bearing also a shield of the same fashion as his sove- 
reign, who is in fact intended to represent no less a 
person than Abraham fighting against the five kings 
to rescue his brother Lot, and who wears a crown as 
an emblem of superiority and chief command (vide 

^ An indication of the square helmet is discernible in an Anglo- 
Saxon MS. of the eleventh century in the Harleian collection, 
but the figures are so small and so rudely drawn with a pen that 
no reliance can be placed upon the details. 
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igs. a and bf page 28). To the invariable practice, 
however, of the early illuminators, of pourtraying 
every personage habited according to the fashion of 
the artists' own time, we are deeply indebted. Had 
they indulged their fancy iu the invention of cos- 
tumes, instead of faithfully copying that which they 
daily saw, our task would have been almost imprac- 
ticable ; for it is seldom, if ever, that the most minute 
description can convey to the mind an object as suc- 
cessfully as the rudest drawing, and the impression 
received by the eye is as lasting as it is vivid. 

As we are now entering upon the period when il- 
luminated MSS. become our principal guides, it is 
necessary to notice an error into which Mr. Strutt 
has fallen, and consequently led those who have im- 
plicitly confided in him. We allude to his own belief 
in the dates affixed to the MSS. in the printed cata- 
logues at the British Museum. Where the MS. is 
itself without date, or from its subject does not admit 
of allusions to persons or events cotemporary with its 
execution, there is much difficulty in ascertaining its 
age, with any thing approaching to precision, in these 
early times, when there are no monumental effigies 
by which we can put its illuminations to the test of 
comparison. 

The MS. just quoted, containing the figure of 
Abraham, is stated by Strutt to be of the eighth cen- 
tury; and another, marked Junius XL, in the Bod- 
leian Museum at Oxford, from which he has taken 
the third figure in his fifth plate in the work on 
' Habits and Dresses,' is also said to be of the same 
period. The latter is now generally acknowledged 
to be as late as the close of the tenth, perhaps the 
commeticeo^ent of the eleventh century, and the 
former is certainly not much its senior. Again, the 
very first figure of his first plate, subscribed ' Rustics 
of the Eighth Century/ is taken, accoi^VEi^ \i(^ Vi\% 
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own reftr^nce, fh)m n Harleian MS. mark^ 60tt 
which in that very reference is said to b6 df the tenth 
century; and two warriors are afterwards git^tt 
from it in their true chronological order. The MS. 
is, we should say, even later than that. The kite* 
shaped shield and the gonfanon occur in it ; and in 
the last illumination in the volume is a figure of 
Goliath, armed precisely like the warriors in the 
Bayeux tapestry \ These circumstances, with othef 
internal evidence, would induce us to date it about 
the reign of Harold II., and an illumination, represent^ 
ing Harold crowned and enthroned, is engraved in 
Montfaucon's ' Monarchic Fran^aise,* the style of 
which perfectly corresponds with that of the minite 
tures in the Harleian MS. 

The earliest illuminated Saxon MSS. in the British 
Museum, on the dates of which we can depend, are, 
a splendid copy of the Gospels, written by Eadfrid^ 
Bishop of Durham, and illuminated by Ethelwold 
his successor, about the year 720, and a book of 
grants by King Edgar to the Abbey of Winchester, 
written in letters of gold, a. d. 966. The first of 
these contains representations of the four Evangelists, 
copied, it is probable, from some of the paintings 
brought over by the early missionaries, and affording 
us therefore no information on the subject of Anglo- 
Saxon costume. The latter is embellished with a 
figure of the monarch (vide fig. a in the following 
engraving), and presents us therefore with the regal, 
and we may add, noble costume of the first half of 
the tenth century. For the remainder of the Anglo- 
Saxon era we have authorities enough ; but we have 
digressed, and must return. 

Some change must have taken place in the ap- 

. parel of the Anglo-Saxons after their conversion to 

Christianity at the beginning of the seventh century, 

* Vide ehap..r. 
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for at a council held at the close of the *^ eighth, it 
was said,* '^you put on your garments in the man- 
ner of pagans whom your fathers expelled from 
the world; an astonishing thing that you imitate 
those whose life you always hated*.'* The acknow- 
ledgment, however, of this return to their ancient 
habits authorizes us to consider Anuerin's description 
as applicable to their dress in the eighth as in the sixth 
century ; and indeed, from an inspection of nume- 
rous Anglo-Saxon MSS. illuminated during the tenth 
century, and the testimony of various writers of the 
sixth, we are led to conclude that little alteration in 
dress took place amongst the new masters of Britain 
for nearly four hundred years. And, strange as this 
may seem, we have strong collateral evidence in sup- 
port of this belief in the unvarying costume of the 
Franks during nearly as long a period*. Of the 
same oriental origin, they seem to have adhered to 
their national dress with the same oriental tenacity ; 
and though they may not, like the Persians, have 
handed down the identical clothes from father to son 
as long as they could hang together, the form of their 
garments appears to have been rigidly preserved and 
the material unaltered. 
The general 

CIVIL COSTUME OF THE ANGLO-SAXONS* FROM THE 
EIOHTH TO THE TENTH CENTURY, 

consisted then of a linen shirty a tunic of linen or 
woollen, according to the season, descending to the 

^ Concil. Calchut; Spelman, Concil. p. 300.. 

* Vide Montfaucon's MonarchieFranQaise. The Prankish dress 
was, as nearly as possible, the Anglo-Saxon ; and Eginhart's ela- 
borate description of Charlemagne's is a ijaost valuable authority 
for the costume of this period. 

' Charlemagne's shirt is expressly said to have been of linenj 
(( C^mmissiam lioeam,'' S^inhartua de V\U C«xo\\ m«.v^\« 
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CLtQ CHlmlie of tia AnglA'Sl 
Tic. a.SJat Zinr, Inm hii Book or Ondti to tka AblwT of WlncMXn 
».D.»66j ColioB M38. mKTftiy ■-- - ■ ■ - >— -:- 

C'wian Dfbl"_. 
iCiitl0BUB.Cl 

Kueei and having long.close Bleeves, butnhich set in 
wrinkles or r&ther rolls from the elbow to the wrist'. 
It was made like the shirt, and open at the neck to 
put on in the same manner. It was sometimes open 
at the sides, and confined by a belt or girdle round 
the wwsl. tta Saxon name was roc or tooc, and it 
was either plain or ornamented round the collar, 

' In soma inatincci th«M rolli ire ao rrgulir » la pttianl ttti 
ippcinnce of I iDccciston uf brsceleti, and when painted ydlow 
thejr probablT are inleoded lo to do, ai Mslmiburip tells ui the 
ETiKllih at the time of the conqucalwere in the habit of toaditig 
their irma with them (hncMtoneraii); but it ia also CTident that 
genenllylhe marlC) an merely indicative of along ileeie wrinkled 
aft, ind GOnflned bj ■ tingle bracelet at the wriit, bjremoilng 
which, perhapi, the aleeve waa pulled out of lla folda and dn*B 
o*er ttw hand aa ■ anbstltaie for gloin, « cuitam of which V« 
l»ve bmtfttr hiUinieil nslie*. 



Hjrristsp, and bprders, according to the rank of th^ 
i^iearer ^ Qver thi? was worn a short cloak (mentiO 
\i]^^ the Ionian pallium or Gaulish sagum, fastened 
spm^times on the breast, sometimes op one or both 
shoulders with bropcbe^ or fibulae, ft appears that 
when once fastened it might be removed or assumed 
by merely slipping the head thrqugh ; as in an . illu- 
mination of the tenth century representing David 
^ghting with a lion, be is supposed to have thrown 
^is mantle pi| the groMpdj apd it is seen lying still 
buckled in the form represented i^^pur engraving, 
page 33. 

Drawers reaching half way down the thigh, and 
^tocking^ meieting themt pceur in most Saxon ilTumina- 
(jpps, and are alluded to by writers under the names 
of hrech and hose ^\ Scin hose and leather hpse are 
also mentioned, and may mean a species of buskin 
oi: short bpot lapw s^nd then met with, or literally 
leathern stpckjngs. 

Qver these stockings they wore bands of cloth, 
linen, pr leather, cpmmeneing at the ancle and terr 
ininating a little belpw the knee either in close rolls 
Jil^ the hay-bands of 9, mpdern ostler, or crossing 
leiich ptb.er sand^-wise, ps they are worn to this day 
by the people of the Abruzzi and the Apennines, 
and in some parts of Russia and Spain. They are 
called in Saxon scanc-beorg, literally shank or leg- 

' Charlemagne's was bordered with silk, f* Tunicam quae limbo 
j^sripQ ambiebatur." Egiobart. Paulus Diaconus, describing the 
rireas of the Lombards, says, their vestments were loose and flow- 
jog, aod consisted, like those of the Anglo-Saxons, chiefly of 
linen, ornamented with broad borders, woven or embroidered with 
various colours. De Gestis Longobardorum, lib. iv. c. 23. 

'? The femoralia or drawers of Charlemagne were of linen. £gin* 
hart. The mouk of St. Gall speaks of iibiaiia vel coxalia 
(stockings or drawers) of linen of one colour, but ornamented 
ivith precious workmanship, lib. i. c. 36. By the following note, 
we shall perceiye he meant long drawers, or hose aod drawers io 
poe; like the Cbuilisa brac^t 
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guard, and latinized fasciolm crurutn. In the 
ancient canons the monks are commanded to 
wear them of linen, to distinguish them from the 
laity, who wore woollen"; Those of fig. 6, in the 
last engraving, are of gold in the original. 

In some illuminations a sort of half-stoqking or 
sock, most likely the Saxon socca, is worn over the 
hose instead of the bandages. It is generally bor- 
dered at the top, and reminds one of the Scotch 
stocking, which probably, from the red cross gartering 
imitated upon it, is a relic of the ancient Saxon or 
Danish dress. 

The Saxon shoe (sceo or scoh) is generally painted 
black, with an opening down the instep, and secured 
by a thong ^K Labourers are generally represented 
barelegged, but seldom barefooted ^^. 

The above articles composed the dress of all classes 
firom the monarch to the hind. The bretwald or 
king, the ealderman, and the thegn were distin<* 
guished by the ornaments and richness, not the form, 
of their apparel; except perhaps upon state occasions, 
when the nobler classes wore the tunic longer and the 
mantle more ample : but the same articles of dress 
appear to have been common to Anglo-Saxons of all 
conditions. 



^^ Da Cftn»e, in voce Fasciola. The Monk of St. Gall says 
that over the stockings or drawers they (the Franks) wore long 
fillets, bound crosswise in such a manner as to keep them' pro* 
perly upon the legs. These were worn as late as the sixteenth 
century in France by the butchersj and called iet lingettes* 
Archaeologia, vol. xxiv. p. 37. 

" The terms slype-sceo and unhege-^cefi seem to imply slippers 
or shoes, in contradistinction to the boots or buskins sometimes 
met with. The buskins of Louis le Debonaire, the son of Charle* 
magne, were of gold stuff or gilt, ocreas' cuireat, Theganus, in 
Vita ejus. The shoes and buskins of Anglo-Saxon princes or 
high ecclesiastical dignitaries are generally represented of gold. ' 

^' For caps and gloves^ see pages 33, 34| and 36. 
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Towards the tenth century the national dress cer- 
tainly became more magnificent; silk» ivhich was 
known as early as the eighth century, but from its 
cost must have been exceedingly rare, was afterwards 
much worn by the higher classes. Bede mentions 
silken palls of incomparable workmanship ^S and his 
own remains were enclosed in silk, as were also those 
of Dunstan and other distinguished personages ^^. 
Adhelm, Bishop of Sherborne, who wrote in the 
seventh century, speaks of ** the admirable art" exhi- 
bited in the weaving and embroidery of the English 
females even at that early period ^*, and that reputa- 
tion increased to such a degree as to cause the name 
of Anglicum opus to be given on the Continent 
to all rare work of that description^^. A variety of 
colours appears to have been much admired. Hed» 
blue, and green are most common in the illumina- 
tions. The hose are generally red or blue. 

Their ornaments consisted of gold and silver 
chains and crosses^ bracelets of gold, silver, or ivory^ 
golden and jewelled belts, strings of amber or other 
beads, rings, brooches, buckles,&c. elaborately wrought. 
The metal articles were sometimes beautifully ena- 
melled ^^ A jewel of gold, enamelled like a bulla 
or amulet, to hang round the neck, circumscribed 
" -Alfred me haet gewercan'* (Alfred ordered me to 
be made), was found in the Isle of Athelney, whither 
that monarch retired on the invasion of Godrun. It 
is now in the Ashmolean Museum, and is engraved 

" Bede, p. 297. i* Anglia Sacra, vol. ii. »« De Virginitate. 

'7 Guli. Pictavensis, p. 211 ; Gesta Gulielmi Duels, apud 
Duchene. 

18 « Charlemagne on state occasions wore a jewelled diadem ; a 
tunic interwoven with gold : a mantle fastened with a brooch of 
gold; his shoes were' adorned with gems; his belt was of gold 
or silver ; and the hilt of his sword composed of gold and precious 
stones." Eginhart. . Vide also Ad helin, William of Malmsbury, 
Dugdale,Hickes, &c. for notices of Saxon jewelry aivd.<)tiEAX(v«^\a. 
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hen (trnm a print in die fossnsion of Sir H«iry 
Ellis). No doubt ia entertained of its authenticity. 




That most widely diffused perhaps of all barbaric 
customs — the pmctice of tatoomg or puncturing the 
'skin, declared by the oldest historian extant to have 
existed amongst the Scythians and Thracians, and 
Still at tliis day considered a badge of courage or 
nobility amongst the savages of the South Pacific, 
was not unlinown to or unadmired by the Saxons. 
Whether it was a national one originally or adopted 
in imitation of the Britons we have no mode of 
ascertaining; hut that they practised it m the eighth 
century is proved by a law haviog been passed against 
it, A. D. 785 ", Yet as late as the Norman Conquest 
Wc find included in the list of prevailing English 
vices that of puncturing designs upon the skin", by 
which it appears that fashion was as usual too strong 
iOT the legislature. 

" Wilkins'i Concilis, lom. i. 
^ Htlmsburfi De GesUs Begum Angll*, lib. iii. 
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hong hair was the distin^ishing characteri&tic of 
the Teutonic tribes ^^ It was a mark of the highest 
rank amongst the Franks, none of whom, but the 
first i^)bility and prii^es of the blood, were permitted 
to wear it in llowii^ ringlets *\ an express law com- 
manding the people to cut their hair close round the 
middle of the forehead '". The beard was also held 
by them in the greatest reverence, and to touch it 
stood in lieu of a solemn oath^\ Amongst the 
Ang1o>Saxons the law made no invidious distinctions; 
but the clergy preached for centuries against the sin- 
fulness of long hair, which seems most perversely 
to have gfown the faster for the prohibition. In the 
illuminations it appears not ungracefully worn, being 
parted on the forehead, and suffered to fall naturally 
down the shoulders : the beard is ample, and gene- 
rally forked, and the character of the face immediately 
designates the age wherein the early portraits of 
Christ, which have been reverently copied to the pre- 
sent day, were originally fabricated '^ 

It is a usurious circumstance that the hair and beard 
in the majority of Anglo-Saxon MSS. are painted 
blue. In representations of old men this might be 
considered only to indicate grey hair ; but even the 
flowing locks of Eve are painted blue in one MS. 
and the lieads of youth and age exhibit the same 
cerulean tji^t. Stmtt says, *' I have no doubt in my 
owi^ mind tha^ arts of some kind were practised at 

'^ Tacitna, De Morib. Germ. 

'^ Agaithias, Uh. i.; Gregory of Tours, lib. vi. 

^ Ad frontem mediam circumtonsos. Jus Capillitii* 

'^ Aimoin, lib. i. cap. 4. 

^ The Anglo-Saxon dress, both male and female, has indeed 
been banded down to us by the painters of scriptural subjects, 
who took of course for their models the efiSgies of the Apostles 
and Saints as designed by the monks in the early ages of Cbristi* 
anity. Compare for instance the usual representations of the 
Virgin Mary, with the female figures, page 34, or any others in 
the SazoB .Of MrJ/JlFtfiauui IIS& 
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this period to adom the hair, but wliether it was 
done by tinging or dyeing it with liquids prepared for 
thai purpose, according lo the ancient eastern custom, 
or by powders of different hues cast into it, agree. 
able to the modern practice, I shall not presume to de- 
termine "." We may add, thai, if it were a fashion, 
we trust there is no chance of its revival, though we 
Vilt not affirm that a generation whose fathers still 




Bentdicllaiiia ots't. Etlictnald. 
"Dreu and Habili of thB People of Gngltnd,*. 
r being piinted BOmetinteA green end orange h 
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from the idleueii of the illuminator, wbo daubed it, pechipa, wilh 
the ueareat colour at hand. Tlie cuslom of washing ihe hair with 
k lixivium made of challc, in nrder tD render iL redder, was prao- 
tiled b; the Gauli, and the Arabi dye their beardi with benna, 
after lh« example set Ihem by their prophet Mabmood and hii 
iocoeuor Abu-Sekr; but eo aiogular a fashion as staining the hair 
blue or greea couid scarcely have escaped tlie monkish censon, 
who are so severe upon the minDteil follies of Iheir lime, had it 
cxiUeil to such an extent ai the illuminationi «auld leem to 
imply. It ocean also ia MSS. at the time of Edward I. 



wear powder are justiBed in condemning in their 
remoter ancestors the use of powder-blue. 

THE lilLITARY HABIT 

differed in no very ^eat degree from the civil, in the 
earlier Anglo-Saxon times. 

The Saxons were all soldiers, as their successors i 
the Danes were ail sailors. The addition of a sword 
or a spear, a shield, and sometimes, but not invaria- * 
bly, a helmet, was only wanting to make them as 
ready for the firay as for the feast. We should rather 
say the shield only had to be assumed, for the spear 
or the sword was the usual companion of a peaceful 
walk, and to go unarmed was enjcined in the ancient 
canons as a severe penance '^. The short linen tunic 
was preferred to all other vestments, as the one in 
which they could most freely wield their weapons **, • 
and ihe only addition to it appears* to have been a 
border of meta] to the collar, which acted as a pec- 
toral, and is most probably alluded to under the name 
of broest-beden or broest'beorg^ breast-defence or breast- 
guard. 

But though this remained, during the whole Anglo- 
Saxon era, their general habit in war as well as in 
peace, they were not unacquainted with defensive 
body armour, as we have already proved on the 
evidence of Anuerin; and the enigma of Adhelm, 
Bishop of Sherborne, who died in 709, proves that 
as early as the eighth century they were familiar 
with the hyrne^ or tunic of rings, derived firom the 
Phrygians, and latinized indiscriminately with other 
armour iorica, 

. ^* I was produced,'' runs the enigma, " in the cold 
bowels of the dewy earth, and not made from the 

*^ Canones dati sub Edgaro. 

^ Alcuious, lib. de Offic. Divin, Alcuin wrote in the eighth 
century. 

©a 
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rough fleeces of wool ; no woofs drew me, nor at 
my birth did the tremulous threads resound; the 
yellow down of silkworms formed me not ; I passed 
not through the shuttle, neither was I stricken with 
the wool-comb; yet, strange to say, in common 
discourse I am called a garment: I fear not the 
darts taken from the long quivers"." 

The ringed byrne is not, however, of frequent 
appearance in the Anglo-Saxon illuminations, but 
in the poems of the tenth century we hear of *' the 
shining iron rings," the *' battle-mail by hard hands 
well locked," the *' mailed host of weaponed men,**, 
and " the grey vestments of war.*' It is probable^ 
therefore, that it did not become general till the con- 
tinual descents of the heavily-armed Danes compelled 
the Saxons to assume defences equal to those of their 
enemies. 

Coverings for the head are exceedingly rare in 
paintings representing peaceful occupations, but in 
battles we perceive the Phrygian-shaped cap before- 
mentioned apparently made of leather, and sometimes 
bound and bordered with metal. The *^ leather 
helme** is continually mentioned by Saxon writers, 
as is also the fellen hcet, the felt or woollen hat, which 
is the same sort of cap made of those materials ; as 
the term camh on hoette^ or camb on helme^ is clearly 
explained by the serrated outline occasionally forming 
the comb or crest of these Phrygian-looking head- 
pieces ^^ A cap or helmet, completely conical and 
without ornament, occurs in some MSS. and appears 
from its shape the immediate predecessor of the nasal 
helmet of the eleventh century. 

The Anglo-Saxon shields were oval and convex, 

*• Aldhelmi iEnigmatURii headed " De Lorica." MS. Royal^ 
marked 15, A. 16. 

^^ Hatt signifies merely a covering for the head, and indicates 
no such particular form as our modern associations are likely to 
conjure up for itt The word used by the Latin writers of the 
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nifith a peculiarly-shaped iron umbo or lx)ss« 7hey 
were ^ilt or painted in circles, but the ground was 
'generally white, and they were held at arm's length 
in action like those of the Britons. Some of them 
were large enough to cover nearly the whole figure, 
but we not only see, but also read of '* little shields'* 
and *' lesser shields," $is well as of "the targan" or 
target^^ The body of the shield was made of leather, 
and the rim as well as the boss was of iron, either 
punted or gilt. 

Their weapons were all formed of iron^ and con- 
sisted of long broad swords double-edged, daggers, 
javelins, and long spears, some of which were barbed 
and others broad and leaf-shaped. They had also 
axes with long handles which they called bills, and 
which continued in use almost to our time, and the 
double-axe or bipennis (Jtwy-hill), Tradition has 
attributed to the Saxons a curved sword and dagger**, 
called the long setix and the hand secLX^ from the use 
of which it has been supposed they derived their 
name ; while, however, there is evidence of the ex- 
istence of a Scythic tribe, called Sacassani and Sax- 
ones, as early as the days of Cyrus, there is little 
reason to seek further for the origin of the national 
name**. Our business is with the national weapon. 
The command of the Saxon leader previous to the 
celebrated massacre of the Britons at the festal board, 
as related by Nennius, *' Nimed cure seaxea" — *• Take 
your secures f** they having concealed them about their 
persons, would go far to prove them short swords or 
daggers, but for one unfortunate circumstance : there 
is no positive proof of the massacre itself! The vene* 
rable Bede tells us that Edwin, King of Northumbrian 

*^ Will of Kthelstan, son of Ethclred II. dated 1015. 

** A short curved sword without a hilt is placed in the hands of 
the Dacians in the combats sculptured on the Trajan column. 

^ Vide Turner's Hist Ang. SaxoDS| Tol. i.p. 115| where thi« 
subject is admifAbJ/ discussed* 
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narrowly escaped an assassin sent by Cwichelm, King 
of Wessex, a. d. 625, who entered the unsuspecting 
monarch's presence armed with a poisoned two-edged 
seax ; and, while pretending to deliver a message 
from his sovereign, made a blow at Edwin, who was 
off his guard and defenceless. Lilla, an attendant 
th^gn, saw the king s danger, but had no shield. With 
a noble deyotion he flung himself between the assassin 
and his intended victim, and received the weapon in 
his own body. The thrust was given with such good 
will that the seax went through the loyal thegn, and 
slightly wounded Edwin. The assassin was cut to 
pieces by the attendants, but not before he had 
stabbed another knight with the weapon he had 
withdrawn from the body of Lilla. The Iwi eced 
seax of the venerable Bede has been translated *' a 
dagger" by Mr. Sharon Turner, and " a sword *' 
by Mr. Palgrave**. It may have been either, and 
must have been used for cutting as well as thrusting, 
from the expression two-edged ; but whether crooked 
or straight does not appear from this story. If a 
dagger, it must however have been a tolerably long 
one to have gone through one man's body and 
wounded another. The Sskxon swords, in all the 
illuminations we have inspected, are long, broad, 
and straight, as we have already described them ; 
and therefore, if a crooked weapon, the seax must 
have been abandoned before the tenth century ^'. 

** Hist, of Eng. vol. i. p. 63. 

^ Major Hamilton Smith, in his Ancient Costume of England, 
prints it as a compound *' tff-ojr," and cadis it a battle-axe ; and 
Sir S. Meyriclc derives it from mm, which in the low Saxon dia- 
lect still signifies a spythe. (Costume Orig. Inbab. p. 50.) It 
is not improbable that it was that primitive weapon. Of its fright- 
ful service in battle the gallant hut ill-fated Poles have lately given 
their oppressors a terrible proof. A stafif so headed, with curved 
lateral blades, is engraved on the opposite page^ from a iiarleiao 
MS. of the eleventh century, niarked 603. 
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Robert Wace, the Norman poet, of whom more 
hereafter, mentions the gisarme Bs an exceedingly 
destructive weapon used by the Saiona at the battle 
of Hastings ; but by the gisarme he evidently means 
the byl, to which he gives a Norman name. 

Spurs appear in the Saxon illuminationa. They 
have no rowels, but a simple point like a goad, and 
were therefore called pryck spurs, and the goad itself 
the spur tpeare (vide fig, d, p. 16). lliey were 
fastened with leathers, nearly as at present 
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of all ranks wore long loose garments reaching 
to the ground, diotinguished in various documents 
by the nam^s of the tunic, the gvnna or gown, the 
cyrtk or kittle, and the mantle. The first and last 
articles describe themselves ; but the terms gown 
and kirtle have caused much disputation from the 
capricious application of them to different parts of 
dress. The British gown, latinized gaunacum by 
Varro, we have already seen was a short tunic with 
sleeves reaching only to the elbows', and worn over 
the long tunic. And that the Saxon gunna was 
aomplimes short, we have the authority of a Bishop 
nf Winchester, who sends as a present " a short 
gunna sewed in our manner"." Now there is also 
" 16 Mag. Bib. p. 82. A i^nn is also mentioned made o! 
ptter'i Gkin, whkb ihows il to bive bcea ui exterior girmvnt, p. 88. 
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authority sufficient to prove that a similar descrip" 
tion of vestment was called a kirtle'^. No short 
tunics are, however, visible in Saxon illuminations, 
and we must therefore presume the gunna or gown 
generally means the long full robe, with loose sleeves, 
worn over the tunic ; and the kirtle, an inner garment, 
at this period, as we find it mentioned in the will 
of Wynfloeda among " other lirien web," and in one 
plac6 described as white. The sleeves of the tunic, 
reaching in close rolls to the wrist, like those of the 
men, are generally confined there by a bracelet, or 
terminate with a rich border, and the mantle hangs 
down before and behind, covering the whole fig^ire, 
except when looped up by the lifled arms, when it 
forms a point or festoon in fi^nt like the ancient 
chasuble of the priesthood*'. The head-dress of all 
classes is a veil or long piece of linen or silk wrapped 
Toand the head and neck. This part of their attire 
is exceedingly unbecoming in the illuminations, in a 
great measure probably from want of skill in the 
artist ; for no doubt it was capable of as graceful an 
arrangement as the Spanish mantilla; The Saxon 
name for it appears to have been heafodes rttgd 
(head-rail), or wcejles, derived from the verb wtefan^ 
to cover ; bot this head-gear was seldom worn except 
when abroad, as the hair itself was cherished and or- 
namented with as much attention as in modern times. 
The wife described by Adhelm, Bbhop of Sherborne, 

'^ The very name implies a short garment In the Icelandic 
sMg of Thrym ve hav« the line " a maiden kirtle huiig to his 
'knees/' In the MS. copy of Pierce Ploughman's Creed (Har- 
leian, 2376), the priests are said to have " cut their cotes and 
iDtde tbem into cartells" (the printed edition retds cturte pies); 
tfid in a romance caU«d the Chevalier Assigne (MS. Cotton. 
Caligula, a. ^) a child inquires, << What heavy kyrtell is this with 
kdes so (hycke ?" and he is told it is ^^an hauberke'* (i, e. coat of 
mail), which seldom raacbed eT«n to the kne?« 

»» Vide page 39. 
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Tvho wrote in the eighth century, is particularly men' 
tioned as having her twisted locks delicately curled 
by the iron of those adorning her°®; and in the 
Anglo-Saxon poem of ' Judith/ the heroine is called 
** the maid of the Creator, with twisted locks*®.'* As 
we find it amongst the Franks and Normans platted 
in longlails, it may have been similarly worn by the 
Anglo-Saxons ; but with the exception of the figure 
of Eve, who is represented in most illuminated MSS. 
with her hair dishevelled and hanging about her 
almost to her knees, we have met with no female 
entirely divested of her head-rail. 

Golden head-bands, half circles of gold, neck-bands, 
and bracelets, are continually mentioned in Anglo- 
Saxon wills and inventories. The head-band was 
sometimes worn over the veil or head-cloth« Amongst 
other female ornaments, we read of earrings, golden 
vermiculated necklaces, a neck cross and a golden 
fly beautifully ornamented with precious stones* ^ 

Hose or socca were most probably worn by females 
as well as by men, but the gown or tunic invariably 
conceals them. As much of the shoes as is visible is 
generally painted black. In shape they appear simi- 
lar to those of the men. 

Gloves do not appear to have been worn by either 
sex before the eleventh century*'. *In some instances 
the loose sleeves of the gown supply their place by 
being brought over the hand ; in others the mantle is 
made to answer the same purpose ; but one of the 

*» De Virginitetc, p. 307. *<> Fraf?. Judith, edit. Thwaitc. 

^i Dugdale's Monasticon, p. 240-263, and Strutt and Turner, 
passim. 

^ At the close of the tenth, or beginning of the eleventh cen- 
tury, five pair of gloves made a considerable part of the duty paid 
to Ethelred II. by a society of German merchants for the protec- 
.tion of their trade. Leges Ethelredi, apud Brompton ; and quoted 
with great propriety by Mr. Strutt in proof of their excessive rarity. 
Dress and Habits, vol. i. p. 49. 
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female figures copier! for the heading of this section 
has something very like a glove upon the left hand. 
It has p, thumb but no separate fingers, and is painted 
blue in the miniature, which is of the close of the 
tenth century : a curious pair of similar mufflers, for 
we can scarcely call them by any other name, occurs 
in a MS. about a century later. Vide page 63 ^^ 

Cloth, silk, and linen were of course the principal 
materials of which their dresses were made ; and red, 
blue, and green seem to have been the prevailing 
colours with both sexes. Very little white is observed 
in female apparel. The head-dress is always co-* 
loured. Indications of embroidery are visible in 
some illuminations. The patterns are generally 
rings, flowers, and sprigs. The standing figure in 
page 34 represents Etheldrytha, a princess of East-* 
Anglia, and is copied from the Duke of Devonshire's 
splendid Benedictional of the tenth century. The 
dress is sumptuous, consisting of an embroidered 
scarlet mantle over a tunic or gown of gold tissue, 
or cloth of gold. The veil and shoes are also of the 
latter costly material, and yet she is represented as a 
sainted abbess. The conventual dress indeed of the 
Anglo-Saxon era differed in nowise from the general 
female habit, and Bishop Adhelm intimates that the 
dress of royal Anglo-Saxon nuns in his time was 
frequently gorgeous. 

- ^ These figures seem to have escaped Mr. Strutt's notice, 
though he has inspected both MSS. and dr^wn much from the 
latter. 
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THE CLEROT 

were also undistinguishable from the laity except 
by the tonsure**, or when actually officiating at the 
altar ; and their inclination to the pomps and vanities 
of the world is obvious from the order promulgated 
in 785, forbidding them to wear the tinctured colours 
of India, or precious garments** ; and Boniface, the 
Anglo-Saxon missionary, in his letter to the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, inveighs against the luxuries 
of dress, and declares those garments that are 
adorned with very broad studs and images of worms 
announce the coming of Anti-Christ**. 

In the same spirit, at the Council of CloVeshoe, 
the nung were exhorted to pass their time rather in 
reading books and singing hymns than in wearing 
and working garments of empty pride in diversified 
colours*'. The official ecclesiastical habits will be 
best understodd by a glance at the engravings. The 
mitre it will be perceived formed as yet no part of 
the episcopal costume. Its first appearance in the 
Latin church was about the middle of the eleventh 
century *". 

^ * 

^ And this they endeavoured to hide by letting the hair grow 
90 as to fall over it, notwithstanding their thunders against the 
laity; for an article interdicting the practice appears in Johnson's 
Canons sub anno 960, c. 47. Beards were forbidden only to 
the inferior clergy by the ancient ecclesiastical laws, and " dani 
un concile tenu ^ Limoges en 1031, on declara qu'un prllre 
jpouvait «e raser on garder la barbe & volout^." Lenoir, Monu- 
inens Frangois. 

** Spelm. Concil. p. 294.' *• Ibid. p. 241. 

*7 Ibid. p. 256. 

^ Some difiQculty exists in detailing the episcopal dress ; but 
the principal articles were the alb or white under tunic ; the 
dalmatica, an upper robe ; the stole, an embroidered band or 
scarf going round the neck, the two ends hanging down before; 
the chasuble, which covered the whole person, except when lifted 
up by the arms, and afterwards opened at the sides and cut in 
front so as to preserve its original pointed appearance when 
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Ihe armi were laised ; and the palllunt or ptil, *o arnametitil 
cotlir or uuf wbich i melrogiolilaa or irchbiihop was io- 
*»itBd wilh, or KceiTed (rom the Pgpe oq his nominBtion lo 
the JIM. Gregory the OrtU bestDwed the piUium on St. Augus. 
tiD. Aral Archbishop of Canlerburj, and he wean it embroidered 
wilh eroMes over Ihe chasuble in ihe engraving above. It may 
be 19 well lo renia 
was carried by Ihe s 
shepherd's crook, ana improperly 
biib«p. Vid« Bacoa^ New AtiUnlii. 
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npropcrly called the crosier, by the 
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The preceding figures are those of St. Dunstan, 
the famous or infamous Benedictine, in the habit 
of his order, from a drawing said to be by his own 
hand ; and Abbot Elfnoth (who died a. d. 980), 
presenting his book of prayers to St. Augustin, the 
founder of his monastery at Canterbury, from the 
frontispiece of the book itself, preserved in the Har* 
leiau collection of MSS., B.M. marked 2908. 

MOURNING HABILIMENTS 

are not discoverable in Anglo-Saxon illuminations. 
Representations of burials continually occur, but the 
mourners or attendants are not clothed in any parti- 
cular fashion or colour. *' Widow's garments" are 
mentioned in Saxon records, according to Strutt, but 
no account is given of their distinguishing character^'. 

<> Vide Strutt*s Dress and Habiti, toI, i. cap, 5. 



Chapwa III. 
ANGLO-DANISH PERIOD, A.D. 1016—1041. 




Foa the costume of the Danes, from the time of their 
first descent upon the EnifliHh coast to the establish- 
ment of their dominion in -the iElanil by Catiute the 
Great, we have but little authority on which we can' 
depend ', but that little ejiables us to ascertain, that in 
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many respects it resembled that of their Scythian 
kindred the Anglo-Saxons. Indeed, Mr. Strntt 
shrewdly enough remarks, that the silence of the 
Anglo-Saxon writers on the subject, while they are 
particularly diffuse in the description of the dress of 
their own countrymen, is corroborative of such simi- 
larity. It would appear, however, from various pas- 
sages in the Welsh chronicles and the old Danish 
ballads, that the favourite if not the general colout of 
the ancient Danish dress was black '. Caradoc of 
Llancarvan repeatedly calls them *' the black Danes.'* 
The chronicles continually allude to them by the 
name of the '* black army." In the Danish ballad of 
' Child Dyring' he is represented as riding even to a 
bridal feast in *' black sendell^," and black, bordered 
with red, is still common amongst the northern pea- 
santry. Black amongst the Pagan Danes had cer- 
tainly no funeral associations connected with it. We 
have already noticed the absence of black in .repre- 
sentations of Saxon burials, but it is well known that 
the Danes never mourned for the death of even their 
nearest or dearest relations * ; and this sombre hue 
may have been their national colour, their standard 
being a raven^ Arnold of Lubeck describes the whole 

(marked Caligula, A. 7), do not belong to the MS., and were pro- 
bably executed about the time of Rufus. Mr. Astle's reliquary, 
which is said to represent the murder of Theodore, Abbot of Croy* 
land, by the Danes in 890, is, we strongly suspect, of the age of 
Henry II. 

* The Danes being undoubtedly of Scythic origin, it is a curious 
circumstance that we should find Herodotus mentioning a nation 
bordering on Scythia who wore no other clothing than black, and 
whom he therefore calls the Melanchloenians. 

^ Silk. Danish Kcerope-Vizer. Illustrations of Northern An- 
tiquities, 4to. Edin. 

^ Adam of Bremen distinctly mentions this fact. He flourished 
about 1127, and may be called, says Mr. Sharon Turner, the 
Strabo of the Baltic. Hist. Eng. vol. i. p. 30, note. 

* See account of the celebrated Rafan, worked by Ubo's three 
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nfttioii as originally wearing the garments of sailors, 
as befitted men whp lived by piracy and inhabited 
the sea ; but that, in process of time, they became 
wearers of scarlet, purple, and fine linen*. It is 
probable, therefore, that on their conversion to Chris- 
tianity they cast their '* 'nighted colour off,*' and on 
their establishment in England endeavoured to out- 
shine the Saxons ; for we are told that *' the Danes 
were effeminately gay in their dress, combed their 
hair once a day, bathed once a week, and often 
changed their attire : by these means they pleased 
the eyes of the women, and frequently seduced the 
wives and daughters of the nobility ^Z' 
' A Saxon MS. Register of Hyde Abbey, written 
4uring the reign of Canute, contains his portrait and 
that of his queen Alfgyfe. (Vide engraving at the 
head of this chapter.) The king is in a tunic and 
mantle, the latter ornamented with cords or ribands, 
and tassels. He wears shoes, and stockings reaching 
nearly to the knees, with embroidered tops. The 
dress is perfectly Saxon. In June, 1766, some work- 
men repairing Winchester Cathedral discovered a 
monument, wherein was contained the body of Canute. 
It was remarkably fresh, had a wreath or circlet round 
tjie head, and several other ornaments, such as gold 
and silver bands. On his finger was a ring, in which 
was set a remarkably fine stone ; and in one of hia 
hands was a silver penny ^ 

The materials of which their habits were composed 
must have been very splendid. The coronation man- 
tle of Harold Harefoot, given to the Abbey of Croy- 
land, was of silk, embroidered with flowers of gold '• 

sisters in one noontide, and taken by Odon, Earl of Devonshire, in 
the time of Alfred. Asserius in Vita Alfr. 

' Chap. 5, ver. 11. ^ John Wallingford, apudGale. 

' Arcbaeologia, vol. iii. p. 890. 

* Ingulpbus^ Hist. Abb, Cro^l. 
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The vestment which Canute presented to the same 
abbey was of silk, embroidered with golden eagles *® ; 
and the rioh pall, which he ordered to be laid over 
the tomb of Edmund Ironside, was embroidered with 
** the likeness of golden apples, and ornamented with 
pearls "/* 

' Bracelets of massive gold, and some of them curi- 
ously wrought, were worn by all persons of rank, and 
always buried with them^^ The Pagan Danes had, 
indeed, a sacred ornament of this kind kept upon the 
attar of their gods, or worn round the arm of the 
pWest, and by which their most solemn vows were 
made ; their common oaths being, *' by the shoulder 
of their horse," or " by the edge of their sword." 
Alfred, having gained an advantage over the Danes, 
ctiused them ta swear by their holy bracelet, which 
they had never done before to the king of any nation**. 

• Of their pride in their long hair, and the care they 
t6ok of it, we have several instances recorded. Harold 
Harfagre, i. e. Fair-locks, who derived his name from 
the length and beauty of his hair, which is said to 
hdve flowed in thick ringlets to his girdle, and to have 
been like golden or silken threads, made a vow to his 
mistress to neglect his precious curls till he had com- 
pleted the conquest of Norway for her love " ; and a 
young Danish warrior, going to be beheaded, begged 
of his executioner that his hair might not be touched 
by a slave, or stained with his btood*^ In the Anglo* 
Saxon poem on Beowolf, mention is made of 

''The long-haired one, illustrious in battle, 
The bright lord of lh6 Danes." 

?• Ingulphus, Hist. Abb. Croyl. ^^ Scala Chron. 

'^* Bartholinus ; Johannes Tinmuth. 

*' Asserius in.Vii. Alfred, and Ethelwerd, Hist. lib. iv. cap. 3. 
^^Torfopus, Hist. Nor. torn. ii. lib. 1. 

*^ Jomswikinga Saga in BarthoHnus de Caus. Contempt. Moi't. 
lib. i, c. 5. 
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On their'arrival in England we still find them atten- 
tive to these flowing locks, combing them once a day ; 
but a few years afterwards the fashion of cropping was 
imported from France, as we shall see in the next 
chapter, and the portrait of Canute seems to have 
been drawn after that change took place. The 
-Knygbtlinga Saga describes Canute's hair a9 profuseu 

THE ARMOUR OF THE ANGLO-DANES 

was similar to that of the Anglo-Saxons of the tenth 
century. By the laws of Gula, said to have been 
established by Hacon the Good, who died in 963, we 
£nd .that any possessor of 600 marks, besides his 
dQthes, was required to furnish himself with a red 
shield of two boards in thickness, a spear, and an axe 
or a sword. He who was worth twelve marks, . in 
addition to the above, was ordered to procure a steel 
4Ap (stkl hufu) ; ' whilst he who was richer by eighteen 
marks was obliged to have a double red shield, a hel- 
met, a coat of mail (brynin), or a pamar^ that is to 
say a tunic of quilted linen or cloth (which hereafter 
we shall find worn by the Normans under the name 
of a gambeson), and all usual military weapons ^^ In 
the history of this same king, who was called *' Adel- 
Btein's Fostra," from having been educated at the 
court of our English Athelstan, we read that the king 
put on a tunic of mail (brynio) girded round him, his 
4BWord called quern-bit (i. e. millstone-biter), and set 
on his head his gilded helmet. He took a spear in 
his hand, and hung his shield by his side *^. ' So also, 
in the description of the battle of Sticklastad, where 
JBJng Olaf of Norway, called the Saint, was slain, 
A.D. 1030, the monarch is said to have worn a golden 

'* Thorstens Vikings-sons Saga, with Reenhielm's notes, 12mQ. 
Ups. 1680, cap. 10, p. 78. 
^^ H^imskripgla^ i, 155; edit. Schuaing* 
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helmet, a white shield, a gf61den hilted and exceed* 
ing\y sharp sword, and a tunic of ringed mail, ^' hrin^ 
brynio^V* the '* ringed byrne" of the Saxous. The 
Danish helmet, like the Saxon, had the nasal, which 
in Scandinavian is called nef-biorg ^\ 

The Danish shields were of two sorts, circular and 
lunated ; the latter rising in the centre of the inner 
curve, and therefore exactly resembling the Phrygian 
or Amazonian pelta^^« That they were generally 
painted red we learn from the laws of Gula before 
quoted ; and Giraldus de Barri, who was an eye^ 
witness of the transactions of the Northmen in Ire* 
land in the next century, says, " the Irish carry red 
shields in imitation of the Danes.'* Persons of dis* 
tinction, however, ornamented theirs very highly with 
gilding and various colours'^ ; and though regular 

»« Ibid. ii. 352. 

'* Saga Magn. Burf, c. 11. 

^ Strutt, Horda Angel Cynan. The shield engraved thert il 
-fhiin an Anglo-Saxon MS. marked Tiberius, C. 6, in the Cotton 
ioollection. It was not peculiar to the Danes, but carried) app»> 
rently, by all who fought with the battle-axe. The expression 
" moony shields*' occurs in the Lbdbroka-quida, but -it may mead 
Orbicular. That the Scythians pursued the Cimmerians into Asia 
Ulnor, six or seven hundred years before Christ, is asserted by 
Herodotus and Strabo ; and the tribes that afterwards migrated 
with Odin towards tl^e Baltic might have adopted, from their con* 
sanguinei, the Phrygian shield as well as the Phrygian cap and 
tunic of rings. In the Royal Museum at Copenhagen is an ancient 
-group of figures cut out of the tooth of the walrus, in which 
appears a king on horseback,, holding a crescent-shaped shield, 
ArchsBologia, vol, xxiv. 

*^ Sir F. Madden has collected all the known authorities on the 
subject in an interesting paper in the Archaeologia, vol. xxiv. He 
remarks ** the usual pigments were white and red.*' The white 
«hield was the distinction of the ancient Cimbri. Vide Plutarch 
in Mario, Val. Max. lib. ii. c. 6. The Goihs of all de!*criptions seei^ 
to have borne them originally white, and ornamented tliem by de- 
Igrees with gold and colours, in the poetical Kdda Gunnar, one 
of the Reguli of Germany is made to say, *^ my helmet and white 
shield come from the Hall t)f Kiars" (a Gaulisli chief who lived 
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armorial bearings are not acknowledged learlier than 
the middle of the twelfth century, fanciful devices and 
personal insignia were used by the Romans and the 
Gauls, and crosses were gilt and painted on the white 
Norwegian shields at the commencement of the 
eleventh, according to a MS. quoted by Sperliiigius^ 
describing an expedition of King Olaf the Saint, who 
also ordered his soldiers to chalk a cross upon their 
helmets. In.Ssemund's poetical Edda, mentioi^ is 
made of a red shield with a golden border, and the 
encomiast. of Queen Emma, in describing Canute's 
armament, speaks of the glittering effulgence of th^ 
shields suspended on the sides of the ships'^. 

Of the splendour sometimes exhibited in the mili- 
tary accoutrements of this period, we have anothef 
instance in the attempt of Earl Goodwin to appease 
the anger of Hardicanute. He presented that prince 
with a magnificent vessel, on board of which were 
eighty soldiers, armed in coats of gilded mail, their 
Hhields embossed with gold, and their helmets richly 
gilt. Each of them had two golden bracelets oh 
either arm, weighing sixteen ounces. The hilts of 
their swords were also of the same precious metal, 
and every man had a Danish axe on his left shoulder, 
and a spear in his right hand^^. 

The spear, the sword, the bow, and particularly the 
doubIe-l]Jaded axe. Were their offensive weapons. 
They were famous for the use of the latter. The 
Welsh bard Gruffyd ab Merredydd speaks of 

in the sixth century). The Anglo-Saxon shields in the illumina* 
tions are generally white, with red or blue borders and circles 
painted on them, but we find no crosses depicted on them before 
the eleventh century— •« fact which bears out Sperlingius in his coi»> 
Jecture that they were introduced (in the north at least) .by St. 
Olaf, as above-mentioned. 

^ Gncom. Emmse. Ap. Du Chesne, p. 168. 

** Florencie of Worcester, 403; MS. Chron, j Cotton, TiberiuS; 
B. u and ir. 
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''A destnictive heavy fleet 
Of the men of Lochlyn (Denmark) 
With their keen-edged axes.'* 

•• At Scarpa-Skeria," says the dying king, Ragnar 
Lodbroch, ** cruelly hacked the trenchant battle-axe.*' 
•* To shoot well with the bow" was also a necessary 
qualification of a Danish warrior. The Saxons had 
totally neglected archery. 

We have little or no authority for the 

ANGLO-DANISH FEMALE COSTUME, 

but can scarcely doubt its similarity to the general 
habit of the sex in the north of Europe at this period. 
Canute's queen wears the tunic, the mantle, the veil, 
and either the diadem or the half-bend ; but she was 
the widow of Ethelred, and daughter of Richard, third 
Duke of Normandy. The mantle, like that of the 
king, has cords or ribands, with tasselled ends at- 
tached to it. In the poem on Beowolf, the following 
lines appear respecting the Queen of Denmark :— - 

** Waltheow came forth, 
The queen of Hrothgar, 
Mindful of her descent, 

Circled with gold. 

m * n^ m * 

She the queen, circled with bracelets." 

And again^- 

** Encircled with gold she went. 
The queen of the free-like people, 
To sit by her lord.*' 

tn the Danish ballad of tngefired and Gerdrune*^ men« 
tion is made of Ingefred's golden girdle, and she takes 
a gold ring from her arm to give to the physician. 

<« Kempe Viser, p. 662. 
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It is scarcely necessary to remark, on closing this 
chapter, that though the monarch, and many of his 
nobles, warriors, and domestics, were Danes, the peo- 
ple were still Anglo-Saxons ; and if any difference in 
dress did exist between the two nations, the Danes 
were as likely to adopt the fashions of their new 
country, as the English were to assume those of their 
new rulers. 



« « » 
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The short interval between the Danish and Norman 
conquests, during which the crown of England re- 
verted to the Saxon line, furnishes us with only two 
anecdotes of costume worth recording. The first is 
the general complaint of William of Malmsbury, that 
in the time of tlie Confessor the English had trans- 
formed themselves into Frenchmen and Normans, 
adopting not only their stranrre manner of speech 
and behaviour, but also the ridiculous and fantastic 
fashions of their habits, wearing shorter tunics, and 
clippiDg tbeiT bm aud sbaving ttaeii beards, leaving, 



SDWASD THI DDSrilSDl AND'HASOLD II. St; 

iioirever, the npper lip still unshorn '. They ynn- 
aiao guilty of punoturln^ their skins, ftnd loadiog their 
arms with golden bracelets*. The second respecU ■ 
chsDgc ordered by Hnrold in 




THE HILITART HABIT 

which led to his decisive successes in Wales. The 
heavy armour of the Saxona (for the weight of the 
tunic, covered with iron rings, was considerable) 
rendered them unable to pursue the Welsh to their 

• Hisl. Reg. Ang. lib. iLi. 

* In the rtiga of James II. tha chest containinf the bodr of 
King Edward the Confessor wis opened, ind under the shaulder 
bone of (he Monirch was found a erucifii of pure gold, richly 
enamellsd, and suspended la a golden chain Iwenty-fnur inches ia 
length, which, pauing ruund the neck, was fastened by a locket 
of massy gold, adurned with four lirge red stones. Tlie skull, 

hnadth, surrouoding the temple;, and in the dual la^ several 
piece* of gold, coloured silk, and linen. ArchEeologii, vol. iiL 
p. 890. Introduction to Oougb'i Sepulchral H«au«w«U« 
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recesses. Harold observed this impediment* and com« 
manded them to use armour made of leather only, and 
lighter weapons ^ This leathern armour we find to 
have consisted in overlapping flaps, generally stained 
of different colours, and cut into the shape of scales 
or leaves. It is called corium by some of the writers 
in the succeeding century, and corietum in the Nor- 
man laws. It was most probably copied from the 
Normans, for in the Bayeux tapestry we perceive it 
worn by Guy, Count of Ponthieu, and Odo, Bishop 
of Bayeux, the brother of William the Conqueror, 
and it continued in use in England as late as the 
thirteenth century. 

^Ingulphus; p. 68. 
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Chapter V. 
BU0NOFWlLUAMTUBCONQt;BR0S,A.D. lose— 1087. 




WUim 



Thb best pictorial authority for the habits ftf om- 
Norman ancestors, at the time of their conquest of , 
England, exists in that curious relic the ' Bayeux 
tapestry ', which, if not worked by the Conqueror's, 
wife Matilda, as currently reported, is certainly not & 

' Preserved at Biyeux in Normandy. It is 21 2 feet long, Hid 
radfllj worked ia coloured worttcds tike ft uunfltr. 
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great deal later than that memorable event, and fully 
entitled to our confidence as a faithful representation 
of the habits, armour, and weapons of William and 
his followers. 

The Saxons, as we have already observed, had, 
during the reign of Edward the Confessor,. affected 
the fashions of the Norman French ; and the similarity 
of their habits to those of their invaders is the first 
object of remark on examining their performance: 
while a singular attention to such little points of dis- 
tinction, as we have the evidence of cotemporary 
historians to prove did exist between the two nations, 
gives additional weight and interest to its testimony. 

Offsets of the same great barbaric stock, a species 
of family resemblance had always existed between 
the Saxons^ the Danes, and the Normans ; but the 
residence of the latter in France, and their expeditions 
to the Mediterranean, had materially improved their 
character and manners; and while the Danes con- 
tinued pirates, and the Saxons, ** originally the fiercest 
nation of the predatory North \** had sunk into a 
slothful and unwarlike people, the Normans be- 
came distinguished throughout Europe for their 
military skill, their love of glory, their encouragement 
of literature, the splendour and propriety of their 
habiliments, the cleanliness of their persons, and the 
courtesy of their demeanour. 

The degenerate and sensual Saxons imitated the 
fashions of their neighbours, but were incapable of 
copying their virtues, and we therefore find the 
general 

CIVIL COSTUME OF THE NOOMANS 

consisting, like the Anglo-Saxon, of the short tunic, 
the cloak, the drawers, with long stockings or panta* 

* Sharon Turner* 
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Idons with feet to them, called hy the Noimans 
*' Chaussife,*' by which term we beg our readers to 
observe they will be henceforth designated throughout 
the work, as the use of modern names for ancient 
habits or weapons creates considerable confusion in 
dates as well as ideas. Shoes and leg-bandages are 
worn as before ^. Short boots are also common to* 
wards the close of the reign ^ ; and a flat round cap, 
like a Scotch bonnet, and another, which appears 
little more than a coif, are the general head coverings 
of unarmed persons. In 

STATE DRESSES 

the tunic reaches to the ancle, and the mantle is 
apaple and flowing to correspond. The crown of the 
monarch is scarcely distinguishable upon his seal, 
but appears to resemble that'of the Confessor. Wace, 
in his ' Roman de Rou ^,' describes William as lacing 
and untying his cloak repeatedly in his agitation and 
anger, on the news being brought him of Harold's 
accession to the throne of England ; and cords and 
tassels are now seen attached to the mantles of dis- 
tinguished personages. We have observed them 
already in the drawing of Canute. 

The Nornqans not only shaved the face entirely , in 

' Duke William's, in the Bayeux tapestry, are tied in front 
yrhh tasselled ends banging down like those of the royal figure in 
St. Ethelwold's Benedictional, engraved p. 22. 

^ Robert, Ehike of Normandy, the eldest son of the Conqueror, 
who died in 1134, was called *^ Curta Ocrea," or short boots, either 
from his setting the fashion, or for retaining it perhaps when 
abandoned by the beaux of the day. 

^ A poem on RoUo, or Rou, and the other Dukes of Nor- 
mandy. Robert Wace died in 1184. He was born in Jersey, 
and educated in Caen, and wrote his account of the battle of 
Hastings from the information of persons who lived at the time : 
''as I heard it told my father. I well remember it 3 I was then 
a Yarlet/' are his words* 
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contradistinction to the Anglo-Saxons, whb lefl, at' 
any rate, the upper lip unshorn, but before the time ' 
of the Conquest had adopted the Aqtiitanian fashion 
of shaving the back of the head also, whicli occa- 
sioned the spies of Harold to report that they had 
seen no soldiers, but an army of priests ^ This 
anecdote has been quoted by all the historians, as 
proving only the absence of beard and moustache 
amongst the Normans, as they say it was considered 
indecent in priests to v^ear them ; but clerical per- 
sonages are, notwithstanding, continually represented; 
at this period with hoth^ and the absence of them, 
therefore, would not have borne put the reports of 
the spies, but for the other singularity, which is dis- 
tinctly represented in the Bayeux tapestry> and one- 
of the strongest proofs of its authenticity. William 
and his Normans are therein distinguished by the 
backs of their heads being closely shaven, so as really 
to give them a monkish appearance^ while the Saxons 
afe represented with hair as usually worn) and 
moustaches, as described by William of Malmsburyi 
add a few with comely beards ^ 

• * William of Malmsbury, lib. iii. p. 56 ; Roman de Roa. Wace*s 
words are tout rez et iondu. Literally *'all shaven and shorn.*' » 
' That the nobles of Aquitaine had been distinguished hj this 
extraordinary practice for many yeat^ previous to the Conquest, 
we find from the following circumstance. Robert, King of France, 
who came to the throne in 997, married Constance, Princess of 
Poitou. Many of herrelationsandcountrymenfollowedherto Paris; . 
and Olaber Rodolphus describes them, at that time, as full of the 
most conceited levity; their manners and dress equally fantastic, 
their arms and trappings without taste ; bare from the middle of 
their heads, their beards shaven like minstrels, their boots and shoes . 
most unbecoming, &c. &c. He stigmatizes them alsO) in another 
place, for their short garments, and says, their abominable 
example infected all the nation of the Francs and Burgundians 
till then '' honestissima," and drew it into a conformity with their 
own wickedness and baseness. Hist. p. 39 ; Turner's England, 
book viii. chap. 3^ note. 
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Notwithstanding, however, that the Norman rage 
for cropping and sliaving had obtained amongst the 
English, the old fashion of wearing ihe hair long and 
flowing was never entirely abandoned ; and the cour* 
tiers of the Regent of France, on William's return to 
Normandy, three months after his coronation, at- 
tended by some of his new subjects, were astonished 
at the beauty of the long-haired English, and their 
rich gold embroidered dresses ', 
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THE MILITAEY HABIT 

of this period presents us with several novelties. The 
first is the capnchon or cowl® to the tunic covered 
with rings, which perhaps was worn by the Danes, 
but does not appear in Saxon illuminations. Over 
this is placed the conical helmet, with its nasal, and, 
in some instances, with a neck-piece behind, an 
oriental characteristic. Both Normans and Saxons 
are represented in the ringed tunic, which descends 
below the knee, and being cut up a little way before 
and behind for convenience in riding, appears, from 
the rudeness of the representation, as though it ter- 
minated in short trousers ^*. The Norman name fof 
this military vestment was Hauberk, latinized Hal* 
bercum^ which is commonly derived from Halsberg, 
a protection for the throat ^^; and as we now bid 
adieu to the Saxon era, we shall henceforth gladly 

• Thfe word •* cowl" is used in preference to ^'hoodj^as, in th^ 
fourteenth century, *•* the hood," so called, becomes a very pecolia^ 
feature, and bears no resemblance whatever!: o the cowl, with 
which it might be confounded, although it was probably invented 
from a peculiar fashion of wearing the latter. Vide p. 121.^ We wish 
to keep the ideas perfectly distinct of the cowl or captichon, and 
the hood or chaperon, though the words are frequently used one for 
the other by the old writers. 

'® That it does not do so is proved, not only by the appearance 
of the tunic alone, as carried by the Normans to the ships (Vide 
engraving in p. 57), but by the evident impossibility of getting into 
a garment so made. Amongst the last incidents in the tapestty, 
v^e find one of the victors stripping a dead warrior of his armoiir, 
which he is pulling over his head inverted^ an act ineompatible 
with any other form than that of a simple shirt or tunic; and 
Willfam himself is stated to have inverted his coat of mail by 
mistake when preparing for the battle of Hastings. Guil. Pict. 
201 ; and Taylor's Anon. Hist. p. 19!^. 

^^ It is not improbable that the addition of ihe cowl obtained for 
it this particular name, as before that addition it certainly did not 
pifotect the throat. In the laws of William the Conqueror W6 
find it spelt " Halbers.'* "viii Chivalz selez e enfrenez, lui 
fialbcn e ini Hammes (Heaumes, Helmets) e. iiii fiscuz e Iiu 
Launces e iiii Espes." Leges Gulielmi I. cap. xxU* 
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tse an appellation as familiar to the hot-pressed pages 
of modern romance as to the worm-eaten chronicle of 
the eleventh century. Besides the hauberk of rings, 
there are some marked with transverse lines, so as to 
give the idea of their being either quilted or stitched 
in chequers, or covered with small lozenge-shaped 
pieces of steel instead of rings, a species of defence 
known about this period by the name of mascled 
armour, from its resemblance to the meshes of a 
net^^ In some instances the hauberks are com*- 
posed of rings and mascles mixed ; in others the 
body is covered with rings, and the sleeves dia- 
monded. There were other descriptions of armour 
in use about this time, which the embroiderers may 
have intended to represent, viz. the trelliced, the 
rustred, the banded, &c. varieties of mail alluded to 
by cotemporary writers ^°, but almost impossible to 
be distinguished from each other in the half-obliterated 
seal or rudely woven tapestry. Our own opinion 
leans to the idea that the garments so chequered are 
meant for the quilted panzar or gambesun, known 
to the Danes and Northmen, as we have already 
remarked, and which we shall have occasion to de- 
scribf more fully anon. One of the warriors has the 
collar of his hauberk drawn up over his chin and 
fastened to the nasal. By illuminations of the next 
century, we find this a common practice, till it was 
superseded by the introduction of the vizor. On the 
breast of several knights is a square pectoral ^*, either 
quilted or covered with rings, as an additional defence, 
and some wear chausses of similar materials. The 
pectorals and the sleeves and skirts of the hauberks 

'* Johannes de Janua says the word is derived from the Latia 
macuia* 

'^ Vide Meyrick's letter on the body armour anpiently worn in 
England. Archeeologia, vol. xix. 

14 The « br«aH*b«(Ua" of the S«xoqi» 
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have yellow borders ; whether of metal Tot defeDcei 
or of gilt leather, or lace for ornament, we have no 
authority for deciding. 

The shields of the Normans are nearly of the 
shape of a buy's kite, and are supposed to have been 
assumed by them in imitation of the Sicilians, as, fifty 
years before the Conquest of England, Melo, the 
chief of Bari, furnished them with arms, and, twelve 
years aflerwards, they conquered Apnlia". On com- 
paring also the shields in the Bayeux tapestry with 
those of the Sicilian bronzes, there can remwn very 
little doubt of the fact. 




Tliefee shields, besides the holders, as the straps 
" Meyrick, Crilicil Inquiry, toI. t. 
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Wer^ called through which the arm passed, had a long 
strip of leather which went round the neck and 
formed an additional support for it, while it enabled 
them to use both hands with greater facility. (Vide 
the last in the preceding engraving, which presents the 
inner side, with the strap twisted.) This extra strap 
was called the guige, and the Norman poet remarks 
the advantage it gave his countrymen over the Saxons, 
who, he says, did not know how to joust (tilt), nor 
to carry arms on horseback. " When they wished to 
strike with their batde-axe, they were forced to hold 
it with both hands« To strike strong, and at the same 
time to cover themselves, was what they could not 
do i* for the Anglo-Saxon shield was, as we have be- 
fore mentioned, held at arm's length by the clenched 
hand (a distinction particularly attended to in the 
tapestry). The . wielders, therefore, of double- handed 
weapons either could not carry such a protection or 
must drop it for the blow. 

Some of the Norman shields bear the rude effigies 
of a dragon, griffin, serpent, or lion ; others, crosses, 
rings, and various fantastic devices, but no regular 
heraldic bearings. A griffin is observable on one of 
the Sicilian shields, but, as might be expected, lu 
better drawing. 

In the Bayeux tapestry, William and his principal 
knights are seen with lances, ornamented with small 
flags or streamers, which were termed in the language 
of that day Gonfanons or Gonfalons. Upwards of 
seven hundred years have elapsed since the Con- 
quest; the lance has again become an English military 
weapon, and the streamer is still attached to it 

In the Norman army we perceive archers, both 
mounted and on foot; that nation excelling in the use 
of the bow, which had been much neglected, if not 
totally discontinued, in England during the Saxon 
era. Henry of Huntingdon makes William speak of 
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the Saxons as a natioq not eyen having arrows, A 
random shaft, it is well known, struck HiMx>ld in the 
eye at the battle of Hastingps ; and to the arrows of 
the Normslns, generally, the issue of the contest is 
attributed by our early historians. 

Clubs are seen in the hands of Wiliiaoi and bis 
half-brother Odo, Bishop of Bayeux. 

The ' Roman de Rou* says of the latter, — 

" Sur UQ cheval tout blanc seoit 
Toute la gent le congnoitsoit ; 
Un baston tenoit en son poing^'." 

The which •* baston," we learn from the Bayeux 
tapestry, Was not the leading-staff afterwards intro^ 
duced, but a good stout cudgel, with which he *^ en- 
couraged the youths**." 

Balistdrii, or slingers, were in both armies, and 
slightly accoutred. The battle-axes and bills of the 
Saxon infantry are recorded as making terrible havoc 
amongst the Normans*^ The Norman spur is the 
same as that of the Saxons. 

THE ANGLO-NORMAN LADIES 

were attired similarly to the Anglo-Saxon. Tb^y 
wore the long tunic, and over it a garment answering 
- to the Saxon gunna or gown, but which of course 
the Normans called " robe *•;" and the veil or head- 
doth, which in like manner they rendered couvrc' 
chfjf, from whence our word kerchief. The princi- 
pal novelty is in the gown or robe, which was laced 
close to lit the figure, as we shall shortly discover, 

*' M^moires do L'Acadamie des Inscriptions, tom.xii.p.466. 

If << Hie Odo Eps. baculum tenens coofortat." • 

^^ Wace speaks of gisarmes, but he evidently uses a Norman 
name for the Saxou weapon. For a description of the gisarme see 
pase 88. 

'* It was sometimes short like the Saxoo gumm; at otbersi 
f ^uidly long with ths under tunic. 
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ADtlo-Nacmui Ladin, fmn Illnm. MS. Coltoi. Karc C. «. 

and has sleeves tight to the wrist, and then sud- 
denly widening end falling to same depth. The 
borders of the dresses are of gold, and very broad. 
The hair, when seen, is long, and sometimes plstted 
in two or more dlvisioas, af1:er the Gothic fashion. 

The two figures engraved above, are copied from 
some illuminations illustrative of scripture history, 
which we consider to have been executed in France 
about this period, as they exhibit all those peculiarilies 
of costume which distinguished the commencement of 
the Norman era, and provoked the wrath and satire 
of the cotemporary chroniclers. The female to the 
right is from a miniature representing the presentation 
of the infant Jesus in the temple, and bears the sacri- 
fice of "a pair of turtle doves, or two young pigeons"." 
" St.Luke,cbip.ii. v«r.Z4. 
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Her hands are covered with the .curious mufflers, 
alluded to in page 36 ; they are in form esaclly hke 
the single one on the left hand of the AnglO'Saxon 
females, but have long streamers attached to them, 
and over the right-hand one is a thin ^uze or fine 
linen cloth, in which the doves are carried, the end 
appearing to pass under the sleeve of the lefl arm. 
The painter's skill has perhaps not seconded his 
intention in this respect, but, as it has nothing to do 
with the costume, we will not waste our time in spe- 
culations upon it. The mufflers themselves are very 
singular, and too distinctly drawn to admit ofa doubt 
respecting their form or object. 
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ECCLESIASTICAL COSTUME. 

The figure of a bishop of this period, represents him 
in a bonnet, slightly sinking in the centre, with the 
pendent ornaments of the mitrq (vittsB or infulx) 
attached to the side of it. The chasuble retains its 
original shape; the dalmatica. appears to be arched at 
the sides ; the pastoral staff is exceedingly plain, and 
reminds us strongly of the Roman lituus, which is 
said by some writers to have been its prototype. 
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REIONS OP WILUAM II., HENRY I., AND STEPHEN, 
A.D. 1087— 1154. 




The Normans and the Flemings who accoaipunied 
Ihe Conqueror into England, and those who followed 
liim in great numhers after his establishment upon 
the throne, are said by our early liislorians to have 
been remarkable for their ostentation and love of 
finery. Personal decoration was their chief study, 
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and new fashions were coDlinually introduced bi^ 

ihem '. 




^^^a 
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THE DRESS OP THE 

continued to be a short tunic with sleeves. The bel- 
ter sort wore chausstis and shoes, or short boots, and 
in bad weather, or when travelling, covered the head, 
and shoulders with a cloak or mantle, having a cowl 
attached to i(, and called by the Normans the capa. 
Tbe Phrygian-shaped cap is still worn, and a hat 
appears in one illumination of this dale resembling 
the Roman peianu, or a modern English carter's. 

THE HABITS OP THE NOBILITT 

were of course more influenced by fashion, and the reign 

of Rufus is stigmatized by the writers of the period 

for many shameful abuses and innovations. The. 

i StruU'i Unm aad Hftbils. 
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king himself set the example, and clergy and laity 
became alike infected with the love of extravagant 
and costly clothing. The short tunic was lengthened 
and \vorh fuller, and the sleeves particularly so. The 
long tunic, worn on state occasions, and the interula, 
or linen vestment worn beneath it, positively trailed 
upon the ground. The sleeves were also of length 
and breadth sufficient to cover the whole hand*. But 
that gloves were now worn, at least by the higher 
classes, we find from the account of the Bishop of 
Durham's escape from the Tower during the reign of 
Henry 1., as, having " forgotten his gloves," he 
rubbed the skhi off his hands to. the bone in sliding 
down the rope frojn his window^. The mallitles 
were made of the finest cloth, and lined with rich 
furs * ; one presented to Henry I. by Robert Bloet, 
Bishop of Lincoln, was lined with black sables 
with white spots, and cost iJlOO *. With the shorter 
tunic a shorter cloak was worn, lined with the most 
precious furs* and called the rAeno". Peaked-toect 
boots and shoes, of an absurd shape, excited the 
wrath and contempt of the monkish historians. Orde- 
ricus Vitalis says they were invented by some one 
deformed in the foot. The peaked-toed boots, called 
ocrea rostraicBy were strictly forbidden to the clergry. 
"the shoes called pigacicB had their points made like a 
scorpion's tail, and a courtier named Robert stuffed 
his oyt with tow, and caused them to curl round in 
form of a ram's horn^ a f&shion which took mightily 
amongst the nobles, and obtained for its originator th<i 
cognomen of Cornadu ^. 

' Ordericus Vitalis. Vide also engraving at head of chapter. 

3 Ordericus Vitalis, p. 780, 787. * Ordericus Vitalis. 

^ Malmsbury, lib. v. p. 98; Henry Huntingdon, p. 222. 

• Ordericus Vitalis. 

' These peaked toes are alluded to by Anna Comnena, who men- 
tions them as encumbering the dismounted cavalry of the Franks. 
Alexias, lib. v. p. 140. The Greek term has been ignorantly trans- 
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• We have noticed the extraordinary custom of shav- 
ing the back of the head as well as the face, in use 
amongst the Norman- French. On their establish* 
ment in England this unbecoming custom appears 
soon to have been abandoned, and with the usual 
caprice of fashion the Anglo-Normans seem to have 
run into the opposite extreme ; for William of Malms* 
bury, the same writer whose lamentations over the 
cropping system we lately quoted, is compelled, 
during the reign of Rufus, to reprobate the long 
hair, the loose flowing garments, the extravagant 
pointed shoes, and the unweaponed effeminate ap- 
pearance of the youths of that day °. 

In 1 104, when Henry I. was in Normandy, a pre- 
late named Serlo, preached so eloquently against the 
fashion of wearing long hair, that the monarch and 
his courtiers were moved to tears ; and, taking advan* 
tage of the impression he had produced, the enthu- 
siastic prelate whipped a pair of scissors out of his 
sleeves, and cropped the whole congregation ! 

This was followed up by a royal edict prohibiting 
the wearing of long hair, but in the next reign, that 
of Stephen, the old fashion was revived, when in 
1139 it received a sudden check from an exceedingly 
trifling circumstance. A young soldier, whose chief 
pride Jay in the beauty of his locks,, which, hung 
down almost to his knees, dreamed one night that a 
person came to him and strangled him with his own 
luxuriant ringlets. This dream had such an effect 
upon him that he forthwith trimmed them to a rational 
length. His companions followed his example, and 
^uperstition spreading the alarm, cropping became 
^gain the order of the day. But this reformation, 

lated *' spurs.*' Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire^ 
c. 56, note. 

^ A decree was passed against long hair by the Council of 
Eouen in 1095, but without effect. 
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eddst the historian, was of very short duration; 
scarcely had a year elapsed before the people returned 
to their former follies, and such especially as would 
be thoug-ht courtiers permitted their hair to grow to 
such a shameful length, that they resembled women 
rather than men ; those whom nature had denied 
abundance of hair supplying the deficiency by artifi- 
cial means. Wigs therefore may date in England 
from the time of Stephen ; and should signs to shops 
become again the fashion, our perruquiers are bound 
In gratitude td distinguish theirs by three Sagittarii, 
the device assumed by that monarch, according to 
tradition, in consequence of his having ascended the 
throne while the sun was in Sagittarius. 

The fashion of wearing long beards fe-appeared 
during the reign of Henry I. and was equally repro- 
bated by the clergy. Both Serlo in his sermon, and 
Ordericus Vita lis in his Ecclesiastical History, com-< 
pare the men of their day to " filthy goats.** 

THE ARMOUR AND WEAPONS 

Df the time of the Conquest continued with little vari-* 
ation to the close of the twelfth century. 

William Rufus (1087—1100) is represented on 
his great seal in a scaly suit of steel or leather armour* 
with« in lieu of the nasal helmet, a new head-piece, 
dialled by the Normans a chapelle-de-fer, an iron cap 
of a very Tartar-like shape, which will be better un* 
defstood by referring to the engraving. He carries 
a gonfanon and a kite-shaped shield. 

Henry I. (1100 — 1135) on his great seal wears a 
hauberk of flat rings ; and the seal of Milo Fitzwalter^ 
Constable of England and Governor of Gloucesteri 
during his reign exhibits the baron in a suit of mascled 
or quilted armour of the same shape as those in the 
Bayeux tapestry, with a gonfanon, a kite-shaped 
shield, and a chapelle-de-fer. (Vkie engraving.) 
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Stephen (1135 — 1154) on his great seal appears 
in a hauberk of rings set edgewise, an improvement 
upon the flat-ringed armour in point of security, 
though a very great addition of weight to the 
wearer. And the seal of Richard, Constable of Ches- 
ter, of the same period, presents us with a warrior 
wearing a suit of what has been denominated by Sir 
S. Meyrick tegulated armour, it being composed of 
small square plates of steel, lapping over each other 
like tiles, instead of being cut into scales or mascles ; 
and the same sort of armour is more distinctly visible 
upon a figure of St. Michael, found in Monmouth- 
shire, and now in the Ashmolean Museum at Oxford. 
From beneath the hauberk his tunic streams down to 
his heels, a Prankish fashion, and of oriental origin. 
On the Trajan column some of the Roman auxiliaries 
are seen attired in flowing tunics, over which is worn 
a cuirass or lorica; and in a MS. copy of Aurelius 
Prudentius in the Bibliotheque du Roi, Paris, marked 
283, illuminated by the Franks, warriors are so 
represented. The MS. of the time of Rufus, from 
whence our engravings at the commencement of this 
chapter are copied, aflbrds another instance of the long 
tunic under the hauberk. The nasal helmet, gonfa- 
non, and kite-shaped shield appear also on this seal ; 
and the long-pointed toes to the chaussc^s, in accord- 
ance with the fashion above mentioned, are curiously 
illustrative of the period. 

Thus have we evidence of the existence of five 
or six varieties of body armour during the first half 
of the twelfth century, independently of those men- 
tioned in Sir S. Meyrick*s letter, to which we alluded in 
our last chapter, and also in the same writer's ' Critical 
Inquiry,* under the terms of trelliced or broigned, 
rustred, and banded. It is suflicient^ however, for our 
present purpose to state that the ingenuity, both of 
aniiourers and wmnriors, was naturally in continual ex- 
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ertion, to invent such defences for the body as would 
be proof against all the various weapons, invented 
with equal rapidity, for the purposes of destruc* 
tion; and that consequently alterations and im- 
provements were taking place every day of great 
importance to the actual wearer, but too minute for 
delineation then, or for distinction now, when time 
has half obliterated the details of objects at first but 
imperfectly represented by the rude artists of this 
dark but interesting period. 

Referring then the more curious inquirer to the 
elaborate treatise above mentioned, we will confine 
ourselves to observing that the hauberk, covered with 
flat rings, or with rings set upon their edges, and closely 
stitched together, which is denominated single mail, is 
the most obvious armour discernible from the close of 
the tenth century to the reign of Edward I., and that 
scales and mascles are the principal varieties ^ The 
collar of the hauberk was about this period (i. e* the 
reigns of Rufus and Henry I.) drawn up over the 
chin and mouth, and fastened to the nasal, so that the 
eyes were alone visible. We have noticed this in the 
Bayeux tapestry, and it occurs in the illuminations 
prefixed to Canute's copy of the Gospels, which, from 
the long toes to the shoes of the monarchs, are cer- 
tainly as late as the reign of Rufus. When Magnus 
Barefoot, King of Norway (1093—1103), led his 
forces to Britain, he was opposed near the Isle of 
Anglesea by two earls, Hugh the Proud and Hugh 
the Fat. The king shot an arrow against the former, 
and at the same moment another arrow was launched 
in the same direction by one of his followers. The 
€arl was so enveloped in mail (allbrynjathur) that 
no part was exposed but his eyes, and both the arrows 

* Anna Comnena mentions the French knights^ at the close 
of the eleventh century, wearing both ringed and scaled armour, 
p.397. . 
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Btriking at once on the earl's face, one of them broke 
his nasal (nef-biorg hialinsins)^ whilst the other per- 
forated the eye and brain, so that he dropped down 
dead»« . 

This custom of hooking up the collar to the nasal^ 
was followed by the introduction of steel cheek-pieces, 
either pendent to the sides of the helmet, in addition 
to the neck*piece behind, like the Persian and Indian 
helmets both ancie|it and modern, or worn beneath 
like a half mask, with apertures for the eyes. Of 
this latter description are the cheek-pieces of William, 
jCount of Flankers,- the grandson of the Conqueror> 
who died in 1128, and who wears over them a roupdr 
topped helmet without a nasal (the st^l hufu^ or 
steel cap of the Danes and Norwegians, who called 
the helmet with pendent flaps hangandi stdU hMfur^ 
^nd the cheek-pieces themselves kind-skitezm, or 
kinn-htorg), l!h% Normans called all these defences 
for the face by the simple but natural term ventaHlet 
or aventailh (i. e. (wanUtaiUe) ; and the word being 
afterwards applied to the visor, has occasioned many 
writers to confound things of which the use was the 
same, but the shape and material totally different. 

The second seal of Henry I. represents him without 
a helmet, the cowl of mail being drawn over a steel 
cap called a coif^de-fer in contradistinction to the 
ckapeUe-de-fer worn over the mail. 

The spur remams a single goad, and the shield of 
the kite-form ; but from being slightly curved it b99 
become, in Stephen's time, almost semi-cylindrical. 
Jt is still undistinguished by heraldic bearings^ 
Stephen is said to have adopted the sign Sagittarius 
for his device, as we have already stated, but his 
shield is perfectly plain, and his gonfanon bears ^. 
simple cross ; on his seal is a star or sun, and ,ou 
that of Henry I. a flower. 

»« Saga, Mag, Burf, c, 11, 
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from 1097 to H54, presents us with hut one Btrik- 
inr Qovelty, and that by no means an improvement. 
The rag« for lengthening every portion of the dress 
wsfl notconfined to the male sex. The sleeves or the 
tanks, and the veils or kerchiefs of the ladies, appear 
to have been so long in the reigns of Rufus and 
Henry I. as to be tied up in knots to avoid treading 
6a them, and the trains or skirts of the garments lie 
in immense rolls at the feet. In a MS. of the close of 
the eleventh eentury, the satirical iUuminatar tus iattO' 
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duced the father of all evil in female apparel, with the 
skirts, as well as the sleeves of the tunic, so knotted. 
The garment is also laced up the front, a fashion 
which we hear much of in the twelflhj and thirteenth 
centuries. In other illuminations of nearly the same 
date, tlie cuffs of the sleeves hang from the wrist like 
pendent canoes (vide figs, b and c), and are doubly 
curious from having furnished the shape of the old 
heraldic maunch, or sleeve, first borne by the family 
of De Hastings. William de Hastings, the founder of 
the family, was steward of the household to Henry I.» 
in whose reign the illuminations in which we dis- 
cover this singularly-shaped sleeve, were, it is most 
probable, executed. 




Arms of the family of De Hastings, from the tomb of William de Valence, 
Earl of Pembroke, Westminster Abbey. 

Over the long robe or tunic is occasionally seen a 
shorter garment of the same fashion, which answers 
to the description of the super-iunicay or sur-cote, first 
mentioned bv the Norman writers. In the illuraina- 
tions we have last mentioned it is chequered and 
spotted, most likely to represent embroidery, and 
terminates a little below the knee with an indented 
border, the commencement of a fashion against 
which the first statute was promulgated by Henry II. 
at the close of this century, but which defied and sur- 
vived that and all similar enactments. We men- 
tioned, in the last chapter, the plaited hair of the 
Norman ladies ; in some instances the plaits appear 
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to have been encased in silk, or bound round with 
riband (vide fig. a) : indeed the dress of both sexes 
is now distinguished by oriental character. The cos- 
tume of England, to the close of the tenth century, 
had *' more of the antique Romah than the Dane" 
in it. But the Normans had adopted the Saracenic 
and Byzantine fashions they found diffused through 
the south of £urope; and an English female of the 
twelfth century could scarcely have been distin- 
guished, by her attire, from a lady of the Lower 
Empire, or indeed from a modern '* maid of 
Athens." 



U^ 
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; Chapter VIL 

REIGNS OF HENRY II., RICHARD I., AND JOHN, 

A.D. 1154— 1216. 

ft 

Ws have now arrived at a period when a new and 
most valuable source of information is opened for 
our assistance. The monumental effigies of the iU 
lustrious dead, sculptured in their habits as they 
lived, and in a style of art remarkable for so dnxk 
an age, many elaborately coloured and gilt, and all 
of the full size of the figure, take precedence of every 
other authority, until the paintings of Holbein and 
Vandyke appear to place the breathing originals be- 
fore us. 

The earliest monumental effigy of an English 
sovereign is that of Henry II. in the Abbey of 
Fontevraud, Normandy. A modern French writer, 
who states as his authorities MSS. preserved in the 
ecclesiastical archives, says, " the body of the un- 
fortunate monarch vested in his royid habits, the 
crown of gold on his head and the sceptre in his 
hand, was placed on a bier richly ornamented, and 
borne in great state to the celebrated Abbey of Fon- 
tevraud, which he had chosen as the place of his 
interment, and there set in the nave of the great 
church, where he was buried." This account tallies 
with that of Matthew Paris, who says, '^ he was ar- 
rayed in the royal investments, having a golden 
crown on the head and gloves on the hands, boots 
wrought with gold on the feet, and spurs, a great 
ring on the finger and a sceptre in the hand, and 
girt with a sword ; he lay with his face uncovered." 
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" When we examine the eflSgy," observes the lamented 
Mr. Stothard, in his admirable work, ' the Monu« 
|Aental Effigies of Great Britain/ "we cannot fail 
of remarking, that it is already described by these 
t^o accounts ; the only variation being in the 
sword, which is not girt, but lies on the bier, on 
the left side, with the belt twisted round it. It 
therefore appears the tomb was literally a repre« 
s^tation of the deceased king, as if he still lay in 
state. Nor can we, without supposing such vras the 
ci^tom, otherwise account for the singular coinci- 
dence between the effigy of Ring John on the lid of 
his coffin and his body within it, when discovered a 
few years since \** We have quoted the precise 
words of this admirable and regretted artist, to 
whom the highest character for accuracy ahd re- 
search is universally accorded, in support of the 
opinion entertained by our best antiquaries in favour 
of the reliance to be placed upon monumental effi- 
gies, as correct portraits of the costume, and ia many 
cases of the person of him whose tomb they sur- 
mount, because we are anxious not only to impress 
the reader with the truth of this belief, but at th« 
same time to point out how deeply indebted are the 
artists and antiquaries of Europe to the perseverance, 
intelligence, and talent of the late Charles Al^d 
Stolhard, untimely snatched from a profession of 
which he was an ornament, and in the midst of 
labours which have yet to be fully appreciated. 

To return to the effigy of Henry II. The right 
hand, on which was the great ring, is broken, but 
contains^ a portion of the sceptre, which, to judge 
from certain marks on the breast of the figure, must 
have' been remarkably short. The beard is painted 
and pencilled like a miniature, to represent its being 
closely shaven (the old Norman custom at this time 

^ Monumental Effigies. 
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returaed to). ;The mantle is fastened by a fibula on 
the right shoulder ; its colour was originally (for it 
has been painted several times, as Mr. Stothard dis- 
covered by scraping it) of a deep reddish chocolate. 
The dalmatica or long tunic is crimson, starred or 
flowered 'with gold. The boots are green, with gold 
spurs fastened by red leathers. The gloves have 
jewels on the centre of the back of the hand, a mark 
of royalty or high ecclesiastical rank. The crown 
has been many years broken, and' an injudicious at- 
tempt has been made to restore it with plaster of 
Paris. It is represented in our engraving without 
these modern additions, and above it is placed the 
crown as given by Montfaucon in his copy of the 
same effigy, which, though very inaccurately drawn 
and carelessly engraved, shows that it was sur- 
rounded with leaves, like that of Richard I. on his 
effigy in the same abbey. This latter effigy and that 
of King John at Worcester present the same general 
features, with very slight variation. Richard and 
John are both attired^ like their father, in the dal- 
matica and mantle, with boots, spurs, and jewelled 
gloves. The dalmatica of John is shorter than those 
of Henry or Richard, and discovers more of the 
under tunic; it also appears to have been made 
fuller. Richard's mantle is fastened on the breast ; 
Johns depends from the shoulders, without any 
visible fastening, and discloses the jewelled collar of 
the dalmatica. Both are represented with beards 
and moustaches, which came again into fashion to- 
wards the close of Richard's reign. In the early 
part of it; a seditious Londoner was called William 
with the .Beard, from his obstinately wearing it in 
defiance of the old Norman custom, revived, as we 
have already stated, by Henry II. 

From these effigies, and from the illuminated MSS* 
of the period, we learn, therefore, th^t 
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THE CORONATION ROBES 

of Henry II', Richard I., and John were composed 
of two tunics (the upper, with loose sleeves, called a 
dalmatica), of nearly equal lengths, and girded round 
the waist by a rich belt, over which was worn the 
mantle, splendidly embroidered ; the crown, the 
sword, the jewelled gloves, boots, and spurs without 
Yowels. The same dress was worn also on state 
occasions; and the 

COSTUME OF THE NOBLES, 

during the latter half of the twelfth century, approached 
as nearly as possible, in form and magnificence, thd 
habit of their kings. Henry II. is said to have in*" 
troduced a mantle, called the cloak of Anjou, whichi 
being shorter than those worn in the previous reignSf 
obtained for him the cognomen of Court Manieau* 
Of the splendour and character of the decorations of 
the mantles of this period we may judge from the 
description of one belonging to Richard I., which is 
said to have been nearly covered with half moons and 
shining orbs of solid silver, in imitation of the system 
of the heavenly bodies. During the reign of Henry II. 
the fashion of indenting the borders of the tunics 
and mantles seems to have been introduced, as in the 
last year but one of that monarch's reign a statute 
was passed prohibiting certain classes the wearing of 
cut or jagged garments'. Stockings and chauss^ 
were worn as usual, and the Saxon word hose 
occurs in a wardrobe roll of King John's time, 
as well as the Latin caligee. Sandals of purple 
cloth and sottUares or subtalares (the shoes or soles 
Worn with them), fretted with gold, are enume- 
rated as parts of the dress belonging to the same 
Rtonarch* By sandals are certainly meant the leg- 
' Oervase of Dover And Johti of Bromptoo; sub anno U^. 
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bsndagea, no longer worn in rolls, but regularly 
crossiDg each other the whole way up the leg from 
the very point of the toes, end frequently alt of gold 
stuff or gilt leather. Gloves, some short, some reach- 
ing nearly to the elbows, embroidered at the tops, and 
jewelled on the backs, if appertaining to princes or 
prelatei, become frequent. The covering for the 
head was still the Phrygian-shaped cap, or the ca- 
puchon of the cloak ; but the hair, in the reign of 
John, was curled with crisping irons, and bound with 
fiUets or ribands ; and the beaux of the period con- 
tinually went abroad without caps, that its beauty 
might be seen and admired. Beards and mou^ 
tachea were worn or not, as the fency directed, all 
legislation coneemiog them being disregarded or 
abandoned. 




THE UILITABY HABITS 

during the reign of Henrj II. underwent no dis^ 
tinguishable change ; but those of the reign of 
Hichard I. and John present us with some strikjng 
-npyelties,. The shield emblazoned with heraldiif 
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bearings, the long tunic worn under and the sur^ 
cote or surcoat worn over the coat of mail, usaally 
made of silk of one uniform colour, but sometiiiws 
variegated, sometimes richly embroidered, and some- 
times aitogetlier of cloth of gold or silver. Both the 
seals of Richard I. represent him with the long tunic 
under the hauberk, and his brother John is repre- 
sented in a BUTCoat. It has been conjectured that 
the custom originated with the crusaders, both for the 
purposeof distinguishing the many different leaden 
serving under (he cross, and to veil the iron armour 
so apt to heat excessively when exposed to the direct 
rays of the sun. The ckte of its first appearance iu 




Europe, and the circumstance of the knights of St. 
John and of the Temple being so attired in their monu- 
mental effigies, are certainly arguments' in favour of 
the supposition. The helmet, towards the close of 
tiie twelfth century, had assumed almost the shape 
of a 80gar-loaf, but suddenly, during' the' rcijfn of 
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Richard I., it lost its lofty cone, and subsided into a 
flat-topped steel cap, with a hoop of iron passing 
under the chin, the face being protected by a move- 
able grating affixed to a hinge on one side, and fas- 
tened by a pin on the other, so that it opened like a 
wicket, and might be taken off or put on as occasion 
required. This was called the ventail or aventaille^ 
as the earlier defences for the face had been before it. 
Richard wears a most complete one on his second seal, 
and his helmet is surmounted by a very curious fan- 
like crest, on which appears the figure of a lion. The 
imitations of the impressions preserved in England 
have occasioned strange speculations upon this orna- 
ment ; but the copy of a perfect one, lately discovered 
in France, is herewith presented to our readers^. 
Besides the surcoat, two other military garments are 
common to this period : the wambeys or gambeson^ 
and the haqtteton or acketon. They were wadded 
and quilted tunics, the first, according to Sir S. Mey- 
rick, of leather stufied with wool, and the second of 
buckskin filled with cotton. . Both these were worn 
as defences by those who could not afford hauberks, 
but they were also worn under the hauberk by per- 
sons of distinction, and sometimes by them in lieu 
of it, as fancy or convenience might dictate. In the 
latter case these garments were stitched with silk or 

' Monsieur Achille Deville, who discovered this impression at- 
tached to a charter dated 18th May, 1198, in the archives of the 
department of the Seine Inf6rieure, amongst other records of the 
Abbey of St. George de Bocherville, observes : — ** Ce casque est 
couronn^ par un large cimier, sur lequei on remarque la figure du 
lion. Sandford veut voir des brins de genet dans la crete du 
cimier, qui serait plac£ l& sans doute, selon lui, comme un souvenir 
de famille. Quant i moi, j*y verrais tout au plus des brins de 
baleine, si ce n'est m^me des piquants de fer attendu le roideur 
et Tarrangeroent symetrique de ce singulier ornement." Vide his 
Account published at Caen, 1830. The upper part of the imper- 
fect seal, so often copied in England, is given in our engraving 
behind the perfect one, 

1 
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fold thread, [tnd rendered extremely ornain«nlsI. 
'he word gamboite or gamboiied, from this ciroum' 
stance, was aflerw&rds applied to saddles and other 
padded, stitched, or quilted arUcles. We have alluded 
to the gambeson before, in our description of the 
Norman Knights, represented in the Bayeux tapestry. 
The northmen, both Danes and Norwegians, called 
it the panzar or panzara, improperly translated cost 
of mail. According to their sagas and poems, it was 
■ometimes worn over the hauberk like the surcoat : 
In that case it was without sleeves. 
The ploitron-de-fer, or steel plate, introduced 
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during this Tientury to prevent the pressure of the 
hauberk upon the chest, was sometimes worn under 
the gambeson, sometimes between it and the hauberk. 
In a combat between Richard Cosur de Lion, then 
£arl of Poitou, and a knight named William de 
Barris* ihey charged each other so furiously that their 
lances pierced through their shields, hauberks, and 
gambesonsi and were only prevented by their pla8-» 
trons from transfixing their bodies. In later timet 
we shall find the plastron called the gorgets and some- 
times the harhergeon or haubergeon^ a word frequently 
confounded with '' hauberk," of which it is evidently 
the diminutive, and meaning literally the *' little 
throat-guard" when of plate, or the litthe coat or 
jacket of mail when composed of chain ; a specimen 
of the latter is to be found in the effigy of Helie, 
Comte de Maine, engraved in Montfaucon's ^ Mo- 
n archie Fran^aise*' 

The shields of the reign of Richard and John have 
gradually decreased in length, and becoming less 
arched at the top approach the triangular form, which 
was afterwards denominated heater-shaped. Instead 
of being flat, however, they are semi-cylindrical, and 
are decorated, for the first time, with the regular 
heraldic bearings ; John s early seal (before his 
accession) exhibiting two lions passant regardant, 
and Richard's first seal a lion rampant, presumed, 
as only half the shield is visible on account of the 
curve, to be one of two lions combatant. On the 
second seals of both monarchs their shields are bla- 
zoned with three lions, as quartered ever since in the 
English arms. 

To the spear, sword, battle-axe, and bow, we have 
now to add the arbaleste or cross-bow, introduced 
during the reign of Richard I., who was killed by a 
shaft from that formidable weapon. It continued in 
use tiU the final triumph of musketry « 
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The gisarme is mentioned by Wace, who wrote in 
the reign of Henry II. This very ancient weapon, 
written by various authorities gimrme^ guisarme, 
guissarmey guysarme^ gyBarme^ juisarme, jusarme^ 
quisarme, has had as many derivations and descrip« 
tions allotted to it as modes of spelling. By some 
it has been called a partizan, by others ^bipennis or 
double axe, a cutting weapon used in lieu of a sword, 
a sharp weapon {arma acuta, or arme aiguisee). 
Skinner derives the name from bisarmay and Barba- 
zan from acuere. In the old Provencal language it 
is also spelt ghizarma. (Vide ' Glossaire de la 
Langue Romain, par J. B. Roquefort,' torn, i.) 
Now, the lance or javelin of the Gauls and Franks 
was called the gtBsum, and is thus described by the 
scholiast Agathias, a lawyer and native of Myrina, 
who wrote in the sixth century : ''It is of moderate 
length, and covered with iron, bent on each side in 
the form of hooks, which they make use of to wound 
the enemy, or entangle his buckler in such a maimer 
that, his body being exposed, they may run him 
through with their swords." This description tallies 
better than any other with the weapon in later times 
called the guisarme, which was a lance with a hook 
at the side ; and the corruption of g<Bmm into gis^ 
arme is easy and probable. 

The spur remains spear-shaped. 



THE FEMALE COSTUME 

of this half century presents the same general appear- 
ance as that of its predecessor. The robe has, how- 
ever, lost its extravagant cuffs, and the sleeves are 
made tight and terminate at the wrist. A rich girdle 
loosely encircles the waist, and Berengaria, queen of 
Richard I., is represented with a small pouch called 
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ftil aulmoniSre^ and in form like a modem retfeUle, 
depending frbtn it on the lefl side. 

Green appefetrs to have been the prevailing colour 
of this garment in the reign df John. We have the 
king's ivarrant for making two robes for the qiieen, 
each of them to eonsisi of five ells of cloth, and one 
of thetti to be of gr«en and the other of brunet. Du 
Gatige cites a coteniponi,ry register to prove that a 
gteen fobie, lin^d with (iendal, was estimated at sitty 
shillings ; atad Matthew Paris, and other ancient his- 
torians, speaking of the flight of Longchanip, Bishop 
of £l)r» state that he disguisiid himself in a woman's 
tutiio Of green, with a capa (the Normah tntmtle with 
a ^ptiiihtin) of the same cblour. 

State robes and mantles appear to have been 
splendidly ei^broidered. The effigy of Eleanor, 
qne^n of Hehry II., exhibits a rob^ and mantle cd- 
v«red With golden crescents. We have jUst spoken of 
a slkhllap bne in the possession of her son, Richard I. 
Her crown, like that of her royal husband, haa 
be^n broketi. Montfkudon's ret)re8entation of it is 
therefore placed above the figure, but that of Queen 
Berengaria^ which has escaped with less damage, 
v^ould be perhaps the better guide for its restoration. 
Montfaucon's copies are lamentably incorrect. 

Pelisses (pdices, pelissons), richly furred (whence 
their name}^ were worn in winter under the mantle 
or capa. King John orders a grey pelisson, with 
nine bars df fur, to be made for the queen. It at^ 
pears to have been a dress fitting close to the body. 
A garment called bliaut or hliaus^ which appears to 
have been only another name for the surcoat or super- 
tunic^, as we find it worn also by knights oVer their 
armour, is also frequently mentioned as lined With 
fur for the winter *• The wimple is first mentioned 

* In this hHaus l¥e may discover the moderki French hlouae^ 
a toBic or smoek-froek/ - 
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in the reig^n of John. It appears to have been some- 
times but another name for the veil or kerchief, at 
others a separate article of attire worn under the veil, 
as in the conventual costume to this day, which is in 
all but colour the usual dress of the thirteenth century. 
The wimple, properly so called, wrapped round the 
head and the chin, and was bound on the forehead 
by a golden or jewelled fillet amongst the wealthy, 
by a plain silken one amongst the humbler classes. 
Wimples and fillets of silk were forbidden to the nuns, 
who wore them then, as now, of white linen. 

Short boots were worn, as well as shoes, by the 
ladies. King John orders four pair of women's boots, 
one of them to be fretatus de giris^ embroidered 
with circles, and several instances occur of similarly 
embroidered boots at this period, but the robe was 
worn so long that little but the tips of the toes are 
to be seen in the effigries or illuminations, and the 
colour of as much as is visible in the latter is gene- 
rally black. 

Gloves seem not to have been generally worn by 
ladies of the twelfth century. 

THE HABITS OF THE CLERGY 

continued exceedingly sumptuous. The princely 
splendour of Becket occasioned the French rustics to 
exclaim, during his progress to Paris, '* What a won- 
derful personage the King of England must be, if his 
Chancellor can travel in such state !" and the ac- 
counts of his magnificence in that city are so extra- 
ordinary, that Lord Lyttleton, in his History of Henry 
II., declares them to be incredible. The story of 
Henry's struggle with Becket in the open street, when 
the monarch pulled the new scarlet capa, lined with 
rich furs, from the back of the priest, to give to the 
shivering beggar beside him, is told by every his- 
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torian ; but these are only notices of his secular gar* 
ments. In the sacred vestments of the clergy of this 
period, the principal novelty is the approach of the 
mitre to the form with which we are familiar. 
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Mitres from the tomb of King Joko in Worcester CathednU* 
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EKij of H«nry III, in WMtoi 
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THBlong rei^ of Henry III. embraces the greater por- 
tion of the thirteenth century, but its costume is more 
remarkable for increase of splendour than for altera- 
tion of form, Matthew Paris, the monk of St.AIban's, 
a faithful and cotemporary historian, and an eye- 
witness of much of tbe pageantry he describes, repre- 
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senis himself disgusted rather than pleased by the 
eicessive foppery of the times. The effigy of 

THE KING, 

in his monument in the chapel of Edward the Con- 
fessor, at Westminster, represents him, as usual, in 
the royal robes ; but they are of the simplest de- 
scription, — a long and very full tunic and a mantle 
fastened by a fibula on the right shoulder, both devoid 
of ornament or border. The boots are, however, ex- 
ceedingly splendid, illustrating the expression frtiO' 
tvs de auroj and each square of the fret containing a 
lion or leopard. When Henry conferred the honour 
of knighthood on William de Valence, a.d. 1247, he 
was arrayed in vestments of a newly-introduced and 
most magnificent material called cloth of Baldekins *, 
from its being manufactured at Baldeck, as Babylon 
was then called. According to Du Cange, it was 
a very rich silk woven with gold ' : on his head he 
wore a coronet or small circle of gold called in the 
language of that day a chaplet or garland. In an in- 
ventory of the jewels belonging to Henry, made in the 
last year of his reign, mention is made of five garlands 
of gold of Paris work, a large and precious crown, 
three other crowns enriched with gems, and an im- 
perial cap splendidly jewelled, and valued at five hun- 
dred marks. An order is extant for the making of 
robes of various colours fringed with gold, and one 
is especially commanded to be made of the best pur- 
ple-coloured samite (a rich silk), embroidered with 
three little leopards in front and three behind. This 
latter is called a quiniis or cointisey a name given to 
a peculiarly-fashioned gown or tunic of that day, but 
of which we have no satisfactory description. That 

^ MaUhew Pari.*, Hist. Ang. sub anno 1247. 
' Du Caoge^ in voce " Baldekins." 
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it was the cut of the garment that distin^ished it Wi 
have proof, however>. in the lihes of Williatn de 
Lorris, who, in his * Roman de la Rose/ written at 
the close of this century, describing the dress of Mirth, 
says he was vested 

" D*une robe moult deguls^e 
Qui fut en maint lieu ihciss^ejp 
£t decopp^e par coiMUi*^ 

Rom. de la Rose, \, 839, 

which is thus translated by Chaucer : — 

<< Wrought was his robe io strauoge gise, 
And all to slyttered for queintiie, 
In many a place lowe and hie.*' 

i. e. slyttered or slit all to pieces in a quaint or fauciful 
manner or for whim*s sake ; quinte in French sig- 
nifying fancy, whim, caprice ; and quinteuXy quin- 
teuse, fanciful, whimish, freakish. The scarf after- 
wards worn round the crest of the helmet was called ^ 
cointise^ and as its edges were frequently jagged, it is 
hot improbable that the robes or tunics with jagged 
borders and sleeves, expressly forbidden to certain 
classes as early as 1188, and frequently met wifh 
hereafter, may have obtained, on tneir first appear- 
ance, the appellation of cointises. 

» 

THE NOBILITY 

who attended at the marriage of the daughter of 
Henry III. to Alexander, Kihgof Scotland^ a. d. 1351^ 
are also stated by Matthew Paris to have been attired 
'* in vestments of silk, commonly called cointises,** on 
the day the ceremony was performed, but oil the M^ 
lowing day they were laid aside, and new robetr 
assumed. The materials for dress became more 
numerous and costly during this century. Velvet is 
mentioned under the Latin name of mllosa^ and the 
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French villuse or velours^, and a rich stuff manu-i 
factured in the Cyclades, and therefore called cycloB 
or ciclaion\ gave its name to a garment Uke a 
dalmatica or super-tunic worn by both sexes. It was 
known in Germany as early as the year 1096, when 
Judith, daughter of the King of Bohemia, wore a 
cyclas embroidered or interwoven with gold; but 
we first hear of it in England at the coronation of 
Henry III. and his queen, when the citizens who 
attended the ceremony wore cyclades worked with 
gold over vestments of silk. To the furs of sables, 
foxes, &c. we now find added those of ermines, mar- 
tens, and squirrels, the vair and the minevair or 
miniver. Two mantles lined with ermine are ordered 
by Henry for his queen and himself, and Matthew 
Paris speaks of the doubled or lined garments for 
the winter belonging to the king and his courtiers. 

THE GENERAL MALE COSTUME, 1216 1272, 

consists of the tunic, the cyclas or cointise, girded or 
not, according to the fancy, chaussc^s or stockings, and 
drawers; the latter are distinctly visible in this reign 
in consequence of the tunic being open in front, 
sometimes as high as the waist^ for greater freedom 
in action. Mantles and cloaks are only seen in state or 
travelling dresses, and for the latter purpose we read 
of a garment called the super -totus or over-all, an 
improvement on the capa, being more ample, and 
having large sleeves as well as a capuchon. It is 
sometimes called halandrana^ being latinized from the 
French balandran, a cloak for foul weather, and 
under that name was forbidden to the monks of the 
order of St. Benedict, in common with other garments 
appertaining to the laity. The shoes and boots havd 

' Mat. Paris in Vita Abbatum, et Du Caiige in voce, 
^ Monacb. PegavicosiS; sub auno 109G, 
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again become long-toed. They are either embroi- 
dered in chequers or frets, or painted black, according 
to the rank or situation of the wearer. The shoes of 
Mirth, in the ^ Roman de la Rose,' are described as 
" decouppt^s a l^s," rendered by Chaucer, ** decoped 
and with lace," whereby we iriay either understand 
them cut or divided by lace into the frets aforesaid, 
or that they were open and laced up the side as we find 
them in the next century. Capuchons or cowls are 
worn with indented edges, round caps or bonnets and 
hats, not unlike the modern beaver ; but a white coif 
tied under the chin is most frequently seen upon the 
heads of persons hunting or oti horseback, heralds, 
messengers, &c., who may have adopted it as more 
secure in hard riding. 

When mentioning the herald, it may be as well 
to remark, that he is as yet undistinguished by a 
tabard, wearing only a small shield of arms at the 
girdle of his tunic. 

The hair is worn in flowing curls, but the face is in 
general closely shaved. 

THE MILITARY HABIT 

underwent several changes during this reign. Quilted 
and padded armour of silk, cloth, buckram, or lea- 
ther, came still more into use, and from the peculiar 
work with which it was now ornamented obtained 
the name of pourpoint and counterpoint, A com- 
plete suit, consisting of a sleeved tunic and chausst^s, 
was frequently worn by the knights of this period be- 
neath the surcoat, which was considerably lengthened, 
and during this reign first emblazoned with the arms 
of the wearer. The flat-ringed armour has nearly 
disappeared, and that composed of rings set up edge- 
ways seems to have been the most generally worn 
mail of the thirteenth century. . But during Henry's 
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reign a new species was introduced from Asia, where 
jt is still worn. This was the chain mail, and con- 
sisted of four rings connected by a fifth, all of which 
were so fastened with rivels that they formed a com- 
plete garment of themselves without the leathern 
foundation; and this shirt of chain was worn loose 
OFer the gambeson or aketon, being itself covered- 
by the aurcoat The capuchon and chuuss^s were 
aiao made of interlaced rings, but the former is fre- 
quently separate from the tunic, and hang^s over the 
auiGoat ; and instances occur of an additional cap or 
Gcnf of mail worn over the capuchon. Small plates 
•f ir9Dot steel weie.woin upon tils shoulders, elbows. 
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and during this reign first emblazoned with the arms 
of the wearer. The flat-ringed armour has nearly 
disappeared, and that composed of rings set up edge- 
ways seems to have been the most generally worn 
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rei^ a new species was introduced from Asia, where 
it is still worn. This was the chain mail, and con- 
sisted of four rings connected by a fitUi, all of which 
were so fastened with rivets that they formed a com' 
plete garment of themselves without the leathern 
fouDdation; and this shirt of chain was worn loose 
over the gambeson or aketon, being itself covered 
by the surcoat The capuchon and chaussiSs were 
also made of interlaced rings, but the former is fre' 
quently separate from the tunic, and hangs over the 
aurcoat ; and instances occur of an additional cap or 
coif of mail worn over tlie capuchon. Small plates 
9f irpnoE atee) were. worn upon Uie shoulders, elbowa. 
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and knees, called, according to their position, epaU' 
lieres or poleyns, couta^ or caudeSf and gen^uilieres^ 
and with these additional defences coipmenced the 
last grand change that '' cased in copiplete steel*' the 
chivalry of Europe. 

The flat-topped cylindrical helmet of the reigns of 
Richard and John descended no lower than the ears, 
the face being covered by the aventaille ; but in this 
reign it covered the whole head and rested on the 
shoulders, and by degrees assumed a barrel form, 
bulging at the sides. These gpreat helmets were only 
worn when in positive action, being too heavy and 
cumbrous for general use, and when forcibly turned 
round upon the shoulders by a vigorous stroke of a 
lance severely hurt the wearer. In the rpmance of 
' Lancelot du Lac,' the helmet of a knight is said to 
have been so turned that the edges grazed his 
shoulders, and *' ses armes estoient toutes ensang- 
1 enters." Apertures for sight and breathing were cut 
in them in the shape of a cross, to which was added 
sometimes a cluster of simple perforations. 

A convex plate of steel, so perforated, is seen worn 
as a simple mask by some warriors, being tied round 
the head over the capuchon of mail, with or without 
a helmet, and skull-caps or cbapelles-de-fer, with or 
without nasals, are common amongst esquires, archers, 
and men-at-arms. 

The archers in Matthew Paris's lives of the two 
Ofias are represented in ringed hauberks, with sleeves 
to the elbow, over which are seen vests of leather* 
defended by four circular iron plates. 

The knight's shield is flatter and straight at topi 
and generally emblazoned. Round targets, fancifully 
ornamented, occur, and the martel-de-fer (a pointed 
hammer or small pick-axe) was added to the offeosivQ 
weapons, making sad havoc with the various species 
of mail, breaking the link3 of chain and picking oif 
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die scales snd plates, leaving fatal opening for the 
passage of the sword and the lance. 

The rowelled spur is first seen on the great seal of 
Henry III., but it is not comtnon before the reign of 
EdWattl I. • 




THK FEMALE OOSTDMK 

sUll consisted of the robe or gown with long light 
sleeves, over which was sometimes worn a super-tunic, 
surcoat, or cgclat, and for slate occasions a mantle,' 
all composed of the most magnificent materials. The 
prpltim or veil, and the wimple, was frequently of 
gold tissue or richly embroidered silk, and ovm Uw 
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veil was occasionally placed a diadem, circlet, or gar* 
land, and sometimes a round hat or cap, Isabel, the 
sister of Henry III., is described by Matthew Paris 
as taking off her hat and her veil, in order that the 
people might see her face ; or it might b^ her gar- 
land or chaplet, as the golden circlet was called ; for 
the word he uses is capellum, and the chaplet is 
continually called chapeau and chappd by the French 
writers, 

'' Et s'amie liii fit chappeau 
De roses gracieux et beaux." 

Roman de la Rote, 

In another part of the same poem we find a chaplet 
of roses worn over the garland of gold. 

'^ Ung chappel de roses tout frais 
Eut dessus le chappel d'Orfrays.*' 

Cloth stockings embroidered with gold are amongst 
the articles of dress ordered by Henry III. for his 
sister Isabel. 

In the * Squier of Low Degree,* a romance written 
towards the end of the thirteenth century, the King of 
Hungary is made thus to address his daughter :— 

'^ To-morrow ye shall yn hunting fare, 
And yede my daughter in a chare ; 
Yt shall be covered with velvet red, 
And clothes of fine gold all about your head; 
With damask white and azure blewe 
Well diappered with lillies new; 
Your mantle of ryche degree, 
Purple pall and ermyne free." 

The word diaper is derived by some writers from 
«' D'lpres," i. e. " of Ypres," a town in Flanders, 
famous for its manufactory of rich stuffs and fine 
linen before the year 1200. Du Cange derives it 
from the Italian diaspro^ the jasper, which it resemf 
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Ues !n its shiflin^ lig'hts ; but the first is "by far the 
moflt plausible conjecture ; and though we read of 
diapers of Antioch^ it is only because Ypres having 
given its name to its peculiar manufacture, any 
similar cloth received the same appellation. Thus v^e 
see in the lines above quoted, that the '* damask white 
and azure blewe" is to be well *' dzapj^ereof with lilies,", 
that is to say, covered all over with a pattern of lilies, 
in the style of the cloth made at Ypres. In the same 
manner, Damascus itself having obtained a reputa- 
tion for its manufactures of ornamental stuffs and 
steel, to damask a sword blade, became a familiar 
phrase, and damasks of Ypres might have been 
spoken of with as mtich propriety as diapers of Da- 
mascus or of Antioch. 

The fashion of wearing the hair was completely 
altered during this reign« The plaited tails were 
unbound, and the hair turned up behind, and con- 
fined in a net or caul of gold thread ; but the veil 
and wimple frequently prevent its being seen on the 
niovtutnental effigies of this period. 

The richly embroidered 

GARMENTS OF THE CLERGY 

• 

at th^s period occasioned Innocent iV. to exclaim, 
•* O England, thou garden of delights, thou art truly 
an inexliaustible fountain of riches ! From thy 
abundance much may be exacted !" and he forthwith 
proceeded to exact as much as he could, by forward- 
ing bulls to several English prelates, enjoining them 
to send a certain quantity of such embroidered vest-- 
m^nts to Rome for the use of the clergy there. 
Some of these sacerdotal habits were nearly covered 
with gojd and precious stones, and others were ex- 
quisitely embroidered with figures of animals and 
"ifiowers. The red hat is said to have been ftrst ^ve.Kv 



102 BRITISH COSTDUE. 

to the cardinals by Pope Innocent at the Counctl of 
Lyons in ],245 ; and, accordinf^ to De Curbio, they 
wore it for the first time in 1246, on occasion of an 
interview between the Pope and Louis IX. of France. 
It was not flat, as at present, but of the shape here 
represented from a MS. of the commencemeiit of the 
fourteenth century, marked. Royal MS. 16, Q. 6. 




During this reign the two onlers of ftiars ', the 
Dominicans, or preaching friars, and the Franciscans, 
or friars minors, were established in this country. SL 
Dominic founded his order in the year 1215, and 
the first Englishman that is recorded to have become 
a Dominican was the ecclesiastical physician, Jo- 
hannes .Sgidius. Forty-three houses of this order 
were in time raised in England, where from their 
black cloak and capuchon they were popularly termed 
Black Friars. The Franciscans planted themselves 
at Canterbury in 1220, and at Northampton soon 
after. Their grey vestments obtained for them the 
additional name of Grey Friars, 

' From floret (brothen). " A ftiit there wu, i wiDton ud « 
merry." Ctaaucer'i Cuilerbury Tain. 



Chapteh IX. 
BEIGNS OF EDWARD L AND TI., 1272—1337. 




EDWARD I., 1272— ISO?. 
EdWjUidI., that chivalric sad temperate prince, who, 
despite a ferocity which was perhaps the vice of his 
age moie than the bent of bis natural disposition, 
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must be ranked as one of the g^reatest monarchs that 
ever swayed the English sceptre, was as simple in his 
dress as he was magnificent in his liberalities. He 
never wore his crown after the day of his coronation, 
and preferred to the royal garments of purple the 
dress of a (H)mmon eltken. Being asked one day 
why he did not wear .richer^ apparel, he answered, 
with the consciousness of feal worth, that it was 
absurd to suppose he ^Otlld be more estimable in fine 
than in simple clothing* Under such a king it is 
natural to suppose that foppery covhi not flourish, 
and we tlierefore hear of no preposteroun fashions 
amongst tbe knights and nobles of hia eotirt. The 
shafts of satirt ttte dir«Ct^ In this reigti against the 
ladies only. 

There is no moilnfflentftl effigy of Edward ; but on 
opening his tomb In Wtstmintter Abbey, a. d. 1774, 
his corpse was diiootered arrayed in a dalmatica or 
tunic of red silk dalliaiik, and a mantle of crimson 
satin fastened on the fthdulder with a gilt buckle or 
clasp four inches in length, and decorated with imita- 
tive gema and pearli. The sceptre was in his hand, 
and a stole Was crossed over his breast of rich white 
tissue, sttuided with gilt quatrefoils in philagree-work, 
and emhroidarad with pearls in the shape of what 
are calfed imarlovers' knots. The gbves, it is pre- 
sumed, had pertshad, for the ornaments belonging 
to the backs of them Wefe found lying on the hands. 
The body from the knees downwards was wrapped 
In a piece of cloth of gold, which was not removed* 
The regal ornaments were all of metal gilt, and 
the stones and pearls false ; a piece of econoniy 
unusual at this period. In a fine MS. of this time, 
in the library of his Royal Highness the Duke of 
Sussex, several figures in regal costume have a stole 
crossed on their breasts splendidly embroidered, and 
one of these we have selected for the engraving at 
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(he commencement of this chapter. The cnnv 
head beside it is that of Edward I. fiom a seal. 
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THE HABITS OF THE NOBLES 

were becomingly magnificent. The long tunic and 
mantle, varied sometimes by the cyclas, and the 
bliaus composed of rich stuffs' and lined with ermine 
and other costly furs, was the general costume of the 

1 The rich sluff called "ciolh of tars" a menlLoned in this reiga. 
It HU latinized lariicia anil larlarinut, ind ws read oF dalma- 
liccs and tunics of slite.colour, and light blua cloth of tais em- 
broidend with branches and beianta of |oId, Visitat. Theiiu. 

St. Pml, Und. rab udo 1 ]3^. 
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court. Caps of Ta^rious shapes, and a tlftt lilce the 
classical petasus sliiifg; behind to be asBumed at plea- 
sure, become frequent. (Vide 6g. a, b, c, in the en- 
graving from the Painted Chamber.) Buttons closely 
set from the wrist to the elbow appear about this 
time (vide figure on horsebaclc), and in a MS. poem, 
certainly not later than the year 1300, particular 
inentltin is made of this fashion: — 
" His rob* wu i3\ of gold begtnne, 

Wall chriilika maktd 1 undenUndti 

Bolonei nurd (uure) cierilke ine 

frdM All ilUlk to Ml AMdi." 

MS. Cotlim, Julia* F. 

Gloves are more generally worn by noblemen and 
officers of state. Some are iplendidly embnMered 
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up the sides (vide fig. d, from the tainted Chamber) 
or round the tops. The hose are richly fretted with 
gold and various coloured silka (fig. e. Ibid.). 

The bait and beud are crisped and curled witb 
^reat precision. 

On the investmeot of the younff Frinc^ of Wales, 
allenv^rds Edward II., wilh the military belt of 
knightfaoodi purple robes, fine linen garments, and 
mantlea woven with gold were liberally distributed 
to his young knight companions, who crowds in 
their glilterjiig dresses the gardens of the Templu, 
which were set apart for their reception, and received 
much iqjury in this Dovel service, 
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lOi BRITISH COSTUME. 

Inthd 

MILITARY HABITS 

We have first to notice the more general usage of 
the emblazoned surcoat. The cyclas, the bliaus, and 
the cointise» all worn over the shirt of mail as well as 
over the more peaceful tunic, were richly embroi- 
dered either with fanciful devices or the armorial 
bearings of the owner ^ Towards the close of this 
reign those curious ornaments called ailettef, or little 
wings, from their situation and appearance, are seen 
on the shoulders of knights either in battle or in the 
lists, but they did not become general till the next 
reign. They were of various shapes; sometimes 
emblazoned like the surcoat, shield^ and banner, with 
the arms of the knight ; sometimes plain or charged 
with a simple St. George's cross *. The barrel-shaped 
helmet is frequently surmounted by the heraldic crest, 
and this picturesque decoration becomes hencefor- 
ward a principal feature of the chivalric equipment^. 

' Roman de Garin and of Percival de Galois ; and Giuart, Hist. 
Franc, sub anno 1304. 

' Vide figure at the head of this section, from a brass for- 
merly in Gorleston Church, Suffolk, engraved in Stothard's 
Monumental EflQgies. It is quite of the close of the reign of 
Edward I. 

^ In a MS. of this period (L'Histoire de PAuclen Monde), 
preserved in the library of his Royal Highness the Duke of 
Sussex, and before quoted, some of these helmets appear to be 
decorated with a feather instead of a crest (vide engraving from 
it, p. 109): as it is worn by more than one knight in the same 
illuminaiion, ii can scarcely be itself a crest, and is therefore 
remarkable as an instance of the feather being worn as a simple 
decoration in the helmet earlier than the fifteenth century* It 
certainly waS not a custom or fashion in England previous to 
the reign of Henry V., or in the innumerable illuminations of 
the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries frequent instances must 
have occurred. In the present case, as the history terminates 
with the reign of Mitbridates, and its embellishments repreaeot 




rram a MS. ■■ U>e IWiwjOf H. B. K. 
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The top of the helmet inclines to & cone in some 

the decili of Polynicc), 'Qieseus, the Amazi 
iplroductianortfaileUhtl "" 
hhcf in IhcillumiDitar 
btlincU of Ibe btroic tj 
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instances ; and the front, seen in profile, presents 
almost an angular appearance. Skull-caps, or chapels- 
de-fer, both spherical and conical, the latter the 
prototype of tiie boicinet, and indeed already so 
called, are worn over the mwl-coif, and commonly 
wilh the nasal, which disappears after this reign. 




The mail gloves of the hauberk are now divided 
into separate fin^rs, and leathern gauntlets appear 
reaching higher than the wrist, but not yet plated. 

The shield is now sometimes flat and 'nearly triau' 
gular or heater-shaped ; sometiroes pear-shaped 
»nd Mini-c^liDdrical. 




The lance has lost ils gonfanon ; and the fennon, . 
which resembtes it in its swallow-tailed form, but 
lon^r and broader, becomes a mililary ensign, and is 
^nerally charged with the crest, badge, or war-cry of 
the knight ; his. arms being' emblazoned on the ban- 
ner, which is in shape a parallelogram. Vide en- 
gtarings, pages 109, 110. 

Edward I. had banners emblazoned with the 
arms of England, gules, three lions passant regar- 
dant; of St George, argent, a cross gules; of St. 
Edmand, azure, three crowns Or ; and of St. 
Edward the Confessor, azure, a cross fleury between 
sis martlets Or. 

In the old French poem on the siege of Karlaveroc, 
by Eddsard I., a. d. 1300, the author, speaking of 
the BTfWJhvf English knights, says, 

. 't^^i La cmt msintc riche gtmemcDt 
'V 'V Borde lur cendeau) ct umis, 
Usinl bean penon en Unce mil, 
Heial baniere deplaye." 

Cailmt MB. GnfigHfa, A. IS^ 
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T^cre hara ibey minj rich oi 

Broidered on ctnJals and lamilei (lillu and Mtins), 

Many a fiir p«Doii fixed on a Unce, 

HaD)> a biDDBr diipliyed. 

And he forthwith enumerates the knights and their 
separate cote armura with laudable minuteness. 




From Ilia PalaM Chinbft at WwtnlaiUr, 

The falchion, a peculiarly shaped broad-bladed 
sword ; the utoc, a small stabbing sword; the ane- 
lace or anelcM, a broad dagger tapering to a very fine 
point ; and the coutel or cuUeUu (whence cvUaa), 
a military knife, are added to the ofiensive weapons. 
'The mace also first appears in illuminations, though 
ii may haTe been introduced during the earlier cru* 
sades, as it is evidently of oriental origiii, 

THE FEMALE COSTUUE 

of this period has been severely satirized by cotem- 
porary writers, as we have already remarked, and we 
are inclined to think unjustly so ; for, in nearly all 
the illuminations of this reign it appears elegantly 
simple, particularly when compared with ttiat of 
the reign of Hufns, the tasteless and extravagant 
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fashions of which certainly provoked and deserved 
both ridicule and reprobation. 

The authors of the famous * Roman de la Rose,' 
William de Lorris, who died in 1360, and John de 
Meon, his continuator, who finished the poem about 
the tear 1304, are amongst the most bitter of these 
satirists, particularly the latter, who, it has been 
acknowledged, extended his sarcasms heyond the 
hounds of truth and decency. It is true that they were 
both Frenchmen, and that their philippic is directed 
against their orwn coimtrywomen ; but the same style 
of costume w;as generally prevalent at the same 
period throughout Europe, and England then, as 
now, adopted the most whimsical fashions of her 
continental neighbours. A double marriage in the 
year 12^8 eontribnted also, not a little, to the intro^ 
duction of French fashions ; Edward X. marrying the 
sister, and his son, the Prince of Wales, the daughter 
of Philip IV. of France, surnamed Le Bel. The 
ladies of the reign of Edward I. appear in the robe 
or kirtle ^ made high in the neck, with long tight 
sleeves, and a train, over which is generally ' seen 
another vestment, thesutcoat, super«tunic, of cycles %' 
without sleeves, btit as long in the skirt as the goWn 
itself, and sometimes held up by one hand to keep it 
out of the way of the feetw To these two gartoents ' 
are added, as occasion may require, the ftmntle, fast-* 

^ Vide p. 117, where the kirtle and mantle are alone mentioned. 

* The sosquenie, surquayne, or suckeney was an exterior gar« 
ment at this period. William de I<orris says it is the handsomest 
dress a womas can wear i^^ 

** Nolle robe n'est si belle, 
A dame n6 ft damoiselle ; 
Femme est plus cointe et plus mignotte^ 
En ^urgua^ne que en cotte.*' 

Chaucer translates '' surquayne," "rockeitc;** but no dress like a 
rocket is seen upon female figures of this reign. SoutqtteniUe is 
still I'teaeh for a coachoian or groom's frock. 

1*^ 
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ened on the shoulders by cords and tassels. Indeed 
the efiigy of Aveline, Countess of Lancaster, given 
in the last chapter, presents very nearly the costume 
of this reign ; it being quite of the close of that of 
Henry III. a. d. 1269. The effigy of Eleanor, 
queen of Edward I., is remarkable for its sim- 
plicity, and the absence of any kind of head-tire ; 
her hair streaming naturally upon< her shoulders 
from under the regal diadem. But in Illumina- 
tions of this period, the hair of married ladies and 
noble dames is generally gathered up behind into 
a caul of golden network^ over which is worn the 
peplus or veil, and sometimes upon that a round 
low-crowned cap; while the younger females are 
depicted with flowing ringlets, bound by a simple 
grarland, or fillets of gold or silk, or by the still more 
becoming chaplet of real flowers. The authors of 
the ' Roman de la Rose' mention all these articles of 
apparel, and thereby confirm the authenticity of the 
illuminations, while they fail in proving their charges 
of folly and extravagance, except perhaps in two 
points; the first being the unnecessary length of 
the trains, in allusion to which the satirist advises 
the ladies, if their legs be not handsome, nor their 
feet small and delicate, to wear long robes trailing 
on the pavement to hide them ; those, on the con- 
trary, who have pretty feet are counselled to elevate 
their robes, as if for air and convenience, that all who 
atre passing by may see and admire them. And ano- 
ther poet of the thirteenth century compares the ladies 
of his day to peacocks and magpies ; ** for the pies,*' 
says he, " i^aturally bear feathers of various colours ; 
so the ladies delight in strange habits and diversity 
of ornaments. The pies have long tails that trail in 
the dirt ; so that the ladies make their tails a thou- 
sand times longer than those of peacocks and pies.' 
The second rational complaint is against a very ugly 



species of wimple called a poi^t, which appears 
about thiB time. John de Meun describes it as 




PcB^aettkinifiiif Ednmrd I. wiili ilwiniriiel and lou Inllisf robh 
freio31o.oiMS.3983. 

wrapped, two or three times round the necki and 
then beiojf fastened with a great quantily of pins, it 
was raised on either side the &ce as high aa the ears. 
"Par Dieu,!" exclaims the poet; "I have often 
thou^t in my heart when I have seen a lady so 
closely tied up. that her neckcloth was nailed to her 
chin, or that she had the pins hooked into her flesh ;" 
and certainly he is eo far correct, as the reader wil! 
acknowledge, on referring to the annexed figure from 
an illumination of this dale. But, unless it be to the 
projections of the gorget on each ^de that be alludes, 
we are at a loss to discover what he means hy their 
hoods being thrown hack, and their horns advanced 
as if to wound the men, and propped up by gibbets 
or brackets. Strutt applies these observations to the 
horned head-dress, so frequently met with ia Wee 
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illuminations, but there is not the slightest indicstioa 
of such a ftsbion prevailinc; at this time in any M8> 
we have inspected; and though many of the head' 
dresses are lar from becoming, they do not, in our 
eyes, at all hear out the remarks of the satirist. Some 
evanescent caprice may, however, have provoked the 
Bimile, but it has not been handed down to us by tha 
pencil. 




Female b«d.dre>Hi, tflip. Ednard 1 . KofiLl Hij, 15. D. 9. 

Of omamentB, we have a long list furnished us hy 
the same authors ; but unless they were worn by 
persons who could not afibrd such splendour, we 
p«rceive nothing in the articles themselves to carp at. 
Jewels, buckles of gold, rings, earrings, and chaplets 
of fresh flowers, or ^c4dBmtth'8 work in imitation irf> 
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them, are very natural and elegant omaiiients for a 
female, and to carry the worth of one hundred pounds 
in gold and silver upon the head is only a reproach 
where it is incompatible with the circumstances of 
the wearer. The golden net-caul, termed crestine, 
cretoTif creapine, crespinette, was an elegant addition 
to the female costume of this period, and formed for 
the two next centuries an important article of a lady's 
wardrobe. 

The injurious practice of tight lacing we have 
already discovered in existence during* the reign of 
Rufus or Henry I. ; and, in a MS. copy of the ' Lay 
of Syr Lannfal,' written about the year 1300, we 
have the following description of two damsels, whom 
the knight unexpectedly meets in a forest : — 

^ Their kirtles were of Inde sendel, 
Y-laced small fjot^y and well. 
There might none gayer go ; 
Their mantels were of green velvet, 
Y-bordered with gold right well y-sette, 
Y-pellured with gris and gros ; 
Their heads were dight well withal, 
Everich had on a jolyf coronal, 

With sixty gems and mo, 

<$ m * * 

Their kerchiefs were well schyre, 
Arrayed with rich gold wyre." 

The second line in the French original is still stronger ; 
they are said to have been Lades moult estreitement^ 
*• very straitly or tightly laced." The Lady Triamore, 
in the same romance, is also described as 

'' Clad in purple pall, 
With gentyll body and middle small." 

And, in another poem, we read of a lady with a 
splendid girdle of beaten gold, embellished with 
emeralds and rubieS) ** about her middle small.'* 
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By the first quotation we perceive a1i$o that th€^ 
kirtle was at this time an exterior garment, like the 
robe or gown, if not, indeed, another term for the 
same thing. '* Inde sendel" may mean either Indian 
silk or light blue silk ; the words Inde and Pers being 
frequently used to express that colour. Sarcenet or 
mracennet^ from its Saracenic or oriental origin, Was 
known about this period, The robe of Largesse ot 
Liberality, in * the Roman de la Rose/ is said to 
have been 

" —bonne et belle, 
D'une coute toute nouvelle, 
D*un pourpre <SSan*aa:iiie«cAtf.*'-— Line 1172. 

Gauze, latinized ga:izatuin, and thought to have 
derived its name from being manufactured at GaZftj 
in Palestine, Brunetta or humeUa^ and several other 
fine and delicate stufis, are mentioned by writers of 
this reign ^. Tartan, in French tyretaine, in Latin 
tireianus, was a fine woollen cloth, much used for 
ladies* robes, and generally of a scarlet colour". 
John de Meun speaks of 

'^ Robbes faites par grind demises, 
De beaux draps de soies et de laine, 
De scarlate de iiretaine" 

Roman de la Hose, 

There is no visible alteration in the 

ECCLESIASTICAL COSTUME. 

The initiiil letter of Edward's name in a MS. of his 
veign furnishes us with the appearance of an arch- 

7 Brunettam nigram, gazzatum, et alium quemcumque pannum 
notabiliter delicatum interdicimus univerii. Concil. Budense, anno 
1279, cap. 61. 

' From whence, probably, its name, the iieni or colour of Tyre; 
scarlet being indifferently used for purple by the early writeri, 
and including ** all the gradations of colours formed by a mixture 
of blue and red, from indigo to crimson." Vide lUustratioos of 
Northern Antiquities, 4to.lSdinb. 1814; p. 36« 



bttfiap HI his pffidal vestments. Tbe raitrp has verf 
pearly iia modem fonn*- 
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lUal Idler. US. Hirliiu, 936. 



THB DBESS OF THE COUUONALTT 

also remaina as In the last century, or indeed as from 
the time of the Conquest, with the addition of the 

*A rich and curiously wrought ttuS', called ehcckcralui, i 
■ )d bjr the superior clergy (cap! cum nodo" 
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•ntu9 subtiiia operi) (acta de cuula episcopi Pulco 
TheMuri, S. FiuU, Lund. i. □. 1295); and mafUc cloth, a thick 

■dorned with Ggurei of animals and olber ilevices, besides the 
tciaed patlem iram which it derived its name, is alto mentioned 
b the tame ucount, "Tudim do qoodam pttnaa m 
019 Mit* « grifoaibiH,^ 
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bliaus or blouse (the smock-frock of the present day), 
made generally of canvas or fustian, and worn by 
both sexes. Russet, Mrrus or burreau, cordetum, 
and sarcitis^ are also quoted by the indefatigable 
Strutty as coarse woollen cloths used for the garments 
of the lower orders during the thirteenth century. 
Cowls, with points or tails to them, are worn more 
than caps, and the blacksmith has already his brown 
leathern apron, with the square bib to it, as worn 
by his brother craftsmen to this hour. 



EDWARD II., 1307—132;. 

The twenty troublesome years of the reign of Ed- 
ward II. were remarkable for the increase of luxury 
in proportion to the decline of honour and virtue. 
Excited by the example of the profligate and presump- 
tuous Gaveston, "the esquire endeavoured to out- 
shine the knight, the knight the baroiu the baron the 
earl, and the earl the king himself, ih the richness of 
his apparel;** and towards the latter end of this reign 
we begin to discover the party-coloured, strait, and 
shortened habits worn in the reign of Edward III., 
and the long tippets or streamers at the elbows of 
them. The sleeves of the dalmatica, on the efligy in 
p. 121, are so terminated. The capnchon, i nstead. of 
being worn as a cowl, was sometimes twisted into a 
fanciful form and placed upon the top of the head 
like a modern toque, or simply folded and balanced 
upon it, as the women of the Pays de Basque wear 
it in summer to this day; the former fashion being 
an approach to the chaperon of the following reigns. 
The beard of the king is carefully curled, and his 
hair, cut square on the forehead, hangs in wavy 
ringlets below his ears. Amongst other indignities 
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aud to b^ve been heaped upon this miaerable monnrcli, 
our Teftders will remember the traditionary story of the 
shaving of his cherished beard with cold and dirty 
water by the road-aide on bis way to Camarron Castle. 
Beards were worn apparently by persons in years, 
great officers of state, and knights templars, but not 
generally; for Peter Anger, valet to Edward II„ 
'when setting out on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, 
obtained letters of sb& conduct from the king, be- 
cause, having vovred not to shave his beard, he was 
afrud he should be taken for a knight templar, and 
consequently insulted ; the persecution and suppres- 
Bion of that renowned order having commenced at 
DiH. period. 
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of this period ii generally Tecognized hy a greater 
admixture of [date with the cluin. The h^u^rk 
and cbauBs<!s ara now nearly covered with wrought 
iron. Brsssarts connev^ the shoulder with the elbow- 
pieces, and avant-brss at vaat-braceB defend the arm 
from the latter lo the wrist. Greaves of one plate 
protect the fore-part ofthe leg, and on the breast are 
fsBtened sometimes one, sometimes two round plates, 
called matneliera from their position, lo which are 
appended chaiiu, attached at the other end, one to 
the sword-hilt and the other to the helmet, which at 
the moment of action was placed over the coif (je 
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maUlis ot iho basdnd, which lattef appeam in this 
rei^n in a more important shape, ttithotlt the nasal, and 
occ^asionally with a moveahle Tisor, Which renders the 
helmet unnecessary. The flat-topped, barrel-shaped 
helifiet seems to have been ablitidoned about thi§ 
period ; and that important piece of armdtir, which at 
the close 6f Ekiward's reigri had been tending towards 
the conical, iiow assumed the sugar-loaf or egg-1)k6 
form. The conical-toppdd helmet, with the angiilaf 
projection in front, outllted the new fashion, howevei*, 
as we shall find in the next reign. It was still sur- 
mounted with the heraldic crest or the fan-shaped or- 
nament ef the ireign of Henry III^ or a scarf called 
the cointisfe was tied to a ring at the top of it, and 
sometimes the cointise wac» attached to the crest itsd£: 
The ailettes were more generally worn, and a neck- 
guard of chain Was added to the bascinet and called 
the camail, either corrupted from cap-maili or from 
its resembling the lower part of the capiichon, com- 
monly worn by all classes, but which among the 
higher ranks was made of camel's-hair, and therefore 
termed camelin by the French, and camelotuni by 
the Latin writers, from whence our word camlet, 
afterwards applied to an inferior stuff made in 
imitation of it**. At this period camlet is always 
ranked with silk, satin, velvet, and tlie richest mate- 
rials. 

The cyclas or surcoat is sometimes cotisideri^ly 
shorter in front than behind. Vide fig^ a in the 
engraving, p. 122. 

The shidd is triangular or pear-shaped, some- 
times flat, sometimes semi-cylindricaL To the offen- 
sive weapons were added about this time the scimitar^ 

^® Th« taller dermttion is given accofdifigf to Sir Sarmfnel Mey- 
rick. Mr. Kempe, in his introduction to Slothard's Monumental 
Sffigies^ deduces ^he teroi camail from cap-mail. We know of ao 
cotemporary authority for either deriYfttiOD, 
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borrowed from the Turks, and a sort of pole-ue, 
called the godenda or godendac. 

The falcattrum, a sort of bill or ^Isarme, is re- 
commended for sea-fights, and described aa a scythe 
firmly fixed to a very long spear. This shape was 
afterwards preserved, ia the double-bladed weapon 
formed of one piece of iron and called the guisarme, 
down to the close of the fifleenth century, afler the 
ancient weapon of that name mentioned by Robert 
Wace as earlyas the time of Henry II, 

THB FEU ALE COSTHUE 

a{)peara to have under^ne no parUcuIar alteration ; 
the ugly gorget is still occasionally worn, vide p. 125 ; 
but the head is perhaps more generally uncovered in 
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this tvi^ thiin ia the last ; and in one imnnacript of 
this date (Stoaite Collect. 346), we perceive the hair 
ornamented with fret-work in a very peculiar stjle. 
Vide flg< a. The cvrerchief, or a capuchon like that 
of ttie men, is twisted feirtasiicall; and placed on the 
top of th« head (fig. e). The apron is seen upon S 
framle fi^ore of this date (fig. 6). It is aflerwartls 
iMRticnMd by Chaucer as the harUte, at lap-cloth. 




lamtt* cnUma, tamp. Edwuil II. 

THE ECCLESIASTICAL 

presents no variation, but 

LEQAL PERSONAGES 

begin now to be distinguished by thelt \v&^\V.'&. 



126 BRITKH OOSTUIfE. 

•Lawyers were originally priests, and of cotirse wore 
the tonsure ; but when the clergy were forbidden to 
intermeddle with secular affairs, the lay lawyers con- 
tinued the practice of shaving the head, and wore the 
coif for distinction- sake^ It was at first made of 
linen, and afterwards of white silk. The serjeant-at- 
law's habit anciently was a long priest-like robe, lined 
with fur, and a white linen coif. Judges wear caps 
and capes of fur. Vide plates 80 and 81, in 2d vol. 
of Stnitt's * Dress and Habits.' 



CmpTSR X. 

REIGN OF EDWARD HI., A.D. 1327—1377. 




Thb reign of Edward IH. is one of the most im- 
portant eras in the History of Costume. The com- 
plete changes that take place iq every habit, civil o^ 
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military, render its effigies and illuminations more 
distinctly conspicuous than those perhaps of any other 
period, from the Conquest to the days of Elizabeth. 
The effigy of this great monarch is remarkable for its 
noble simplicity. Thd num)[)erof the royal vestments 
does not exceed that of his predecessors, but their 
form is rather different. The dahnatica is kiwer in 
the neck and shorter in the sleeves than the under 
tunic, and the sleeves of the latter come lower than 
the wrist, aiid are decorated by a clbsely-8€rt row of 
very small buttons, the continoatk>n of' n ^sfaion of 
the reign of Edward I* His dhoes of buskins are 
richly embroidered, and bis hair and beard are 
patriarchal. He b^ars the remains of a sceptre in 
each band; the crown bos been rentored or lost 
from the effigpy. 
The habits of 

tHK NOBILITY 

in general were by 116 rnean^ so simple. The long 
robes and tunics of the preceding reigli» Tanisbed 
altogether, and a close-fitting bodj^ garment, daBed 
a cote-hardie^ buttoned all the way down the fVont, 
and reaching to the middle of the thigh» bedame 
the prevailing dress of the higher classes. . It 
was sometimes mzignificently embroidered^ and the 
splendid military belt was worn by ^ery^knfgbt, 
buckled across the hips over this new and pec^kr 
garment. From the sleeves of this cote, which some-' 
times only descended to the elbow (discovering the 
sleeves of an under vest or doublet, buttoned from 
thence to the wrist), depended long slips of cloth, 
generally painted white in th^ illuminations, which 
were called tippetSj and over this dress was worn 
occasionally a mantle, exceedingly long, and fastened 
by four or fiye large buttons upon the right shoulder^. 
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80 that when suffered to han^ loose it covered the. 
wearer entirely to the feel ; but the front part being 
thrown back over the left shoulder, it hung in folds 
behind, and formed a sort of cope upon the breast, as 
may be seen in the effigy of William of Hatfield, son 
of Edward III., at the head of this chapter. His 
mantle, it will be perceived, is cut at the edges into 
the form of leaves, a fashion very prevalent at this 
period, and which we first noticed as early as the 
reign of Henry II. 

The frequent tournaments and pageants of this 
period, as Mr. Strutt observes, contributed not a 
little to promote the succession of new fashions. 
The knights, who attended them from all parts of 
Europe, were usually decorated with some quaint 
device suggested by gallantry, and endeavoured to 
outstrip each other in brilliancy of appearance ^ In 
a wardrobe roll of this reign, orders are given for a 
jupon of blue tartan, powdered with blue garters de- 
corated with buckles and pendents of silver-gilt ; 
also for a doublet of linen, having round the skirts 
and sleeves a border of long green cloth embroidered 
with clouds and vine branches of gold, and this 
motto dictated by the king, ** It is as it is.*' Upon 

' Many foreign fashions were introduced by the foreign knights 
assembled at the round table at Windsor, in the nineteenth year of 
Edward's reign. ''The Englishmen haunted so much unto the foly 
oj strangers/' says Dowglas, the monk of Glastonbury, '^ that every 
year they changed them in diverse shapes and disguising^s of cbth- 
mg, now long, now large, now wide, now strait, and every day 
clothingges new and destitute and devest from all honesty of old 
arraye or good usage ; and another time to short clothes, and so 
strait waisted, with full sleeves and tapetes (tippets) of surcoats, 
and bodes, over long and large, all so nagged (jagged) and knib on 
every side, and all so shattered, and also buttoned, that I with truth 
shall say, they seem more like to tormentors or devils in their cloth- 
ing, ana also in their shoying (shoeing) and other array, than they 
leemed to be like mep." M§. Harleii^n QoUe^t* 
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another garment made fat the kinp^'s oWn use, ^his 
distich is commanded to be wrought :— » 

<^ Hay ! Hay I the whythe swan, 
By Code's soul I am the man.*' 

Pn the thirty-seyenth year of this reign, a.d. 1363, 
the Commons exhibited a complaint in Parliament 
against the general usage of expensire a|iparel not 
siuited either to the degree or income of the people ; 
and an act was passed by which the following regli<» 
lations were insisted upon : — 

Furs of ermine and lettice, and embellishments of 
pearls, excepting for a head-dress, were strictly for- 
bidden to any but the royal family, and nobles pos« 
sessing upwards of one thousand pounds per annutti^ 

Cloths of gold and silver, and habits embroidemi' 
with jewellery, lined with pure miniver and other cf** 
pensive furs, were permitted only to knights and ladies- 
whose incomes exceeded four hundred marks yearly. 

Knights whose income exceeded two hundred 
marks, or squires possessing two hundred pounds in 
lands or tenements, were permitted to Wear cloth of 
silver, with ribands, girdles, &c. reasonably etnbeV* 
lished with silver, and woollen cloth, of the value of 
six marks the whole piece; but all persons under the 
rank of knighthood, or of less property than the last 
mentioned, were confined to the use of cloth not eji* 
ceeding four marks the whole piece, and were pnn 
hibited wearing silks and embroidered garments of 
any sort, or embellishing their apparel with any kind 
of ornaments of gold, silver, or jewellery. Rings, 
buckles, ouches, girdles, and ribands, were all for-* 
bidden decorations to them, and the penalty annexed 
to the infringement of this statute was the forfeiture, 
e^f the dress or ornament so made or worn. 

The Scots had a rhyme about this period whkh' 
ran thus ; — 
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'' Long beirds hertiless, 
Peyntef hoods witless, 
' Gay cotes graceless, 
Maketh Englonde thriftless V\ 

And we accordingly find the beard worn long and 
pointed ; and capuchons, with long peaks, tails, or 
tippetf), as they were called, hanging behind, and 
closely buttoned up to the chin in front. The ** gay 
cotes graceless" are the splendidly embroidered cote- 
hardies already described, and which it was considered 
by the grayer and older nobility as foppish and de- 
grading to wear. 

Caps of several shapes continue to be worn, and 
the knight's ehapeau is frequently met with in nearly 
its present heraldic form ; but one of the most im- 
portant novelties in civil costume is the occasional 
appearance of feathers — or rather a feather — for it is 
always single, and generally worn upright in front of 
the bonnet pr cap, Beaver hats are spoken of about 
this time. They were probably manufactured in 
Flanders, and these caps and hats were frequently 
worn over the capuchon. 

The golden chaplets or fillets round the heads of 
princes or piiucesses of the blood royal begin to be 
surmounted with pearls or leaves about this period^ 
and assume the form of coronets, but without uni- 
formity of pattern to distinguish the particular rank. 
Vide effigies of John of Eltham, Earl of Cornwall, 
soil of Edward II. ; Edward the Black Prince ; Wil- 
liani of Hatfield ; Blanch de la Tour, &c. 

' These stanzas were fastened on the door of St. Peter's Church 
a| Stangate, aqd a writer in a MS. chronicle adds, ** for all that 
lyrae this Englishemen were clothed all in cootes and hoodes 
peynted (painted) with letters and flowers, and semely with long 
beardes ; but *' peynted'* may also mean pointed or peaked, a 
peculiar feature of the capuchon at this period. 
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THE HABITS OV THE LIDIBS 

of ihis rei^ were exceedingly sumptuous and extrava- 
gant, "passing the men iu all m&nner of arraies and 
curious clothing ;" and several distinct fashions appear 
to have eusled at the same period. One consisted 
of the gown or kirtle, with tight sleeves, sometimes 
reaching to the wrist, sometimes only to the elbow, 
and, ill the lattercase.withlhe same pendent streamers 
or tippets attached to them, that we have noticed in 
the dress of the other sex, Ttie gown was cut rather 
lower in the neck, fitted remarkably close to the 
waist*, and was oecasionally worn so long, nut only 
■ "Thej werett luch 9lnit clolhei," uy> the Monk oF Oluton- 
baij, ■■ll»l Ibe^bad long fuK-luti tewed wilbia Uwir gi 
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in the train but in front, as to be necessarily held up 
when walking. 

Another, and newer fashion, was the wearing of 
a sort of spencer, jacket, or waistcoat, for it resembles 
either, or rather all; three, faced and bordered with 
furs, according to the rank of the wearer. It has 
sometimes sleeves reaching to the wrist, at others it 
seems to be little more than the skeleton, if we may 
so speak, of- a garment, with long and full skirts, 
wanting sides as well as sleeves, or at least the arm- 
holes cut so large that the girdle of the kirtle worn 
under it is visible at the hips \ 

The cote-hardie was also worn by the ladies in this 
reign, buttoned down the front like that of the men , 
sometimes with tippets at the elbows, and there is 
an appearance of pockets in some of the illumina- 
tions of this period. Vide jSg. a, at the head of this 
section. 

In the vision of Pierce Ploughman, written, it is 
supposed, about 1350, the poet speaks of a woman 
richly clothed, her garments purpled, faced, or 
trimmed with fine furs, her robe of a scarlet colour in 
grain, and splendidly adorned with ribands of red 
gold, interspersed with precious stones of great value. 
Her head-tire, he says, he has not time to describe, 
but she wore a crown that even the king had no 
better. Her fingers were all embellished with rings 
of gold, set with diamonds, rubies, and sapphires, and 
also with oriental stones or amulets to prevent any 
venomous infection. At the tournaments and public 
shows the ladies rode in party-coloured tunics, one 

holde them forth ;^,' upon the principle, indeed, of a much sati' 
rized modem accessory, as the holy father tells us in no very equi- 
vocal language. . 

* The effigy of Blanch de la Tour, daughter of Edward III., 
deceased 1340, affords us a good specimen of this sideless gar- 
;iQeDt. Vide fig. b, at the head of this section* 
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half being of one colour and the other half of another, 
with shori hoods and liriptpes (the long tails or 
Uppets of the hoods) wrapped about their beads )ike 
chords. 

Their girdles were handsomely ornamented nilh 
gold and silver, and they wore small sWords, "com- 
tnonly called dagg-ers,'* before them iti pouches, and 
thus habited the; were mounted on the Rnest horses 
that could be procured, and ornamented with the 
richest furnilnre. 

By "short hoods" we should have presumed those 
were meant of which we have given a representation 
And description in the last reign — that Is to say, the 
capuchOn twisted np in a fantastic form, and placed 
lightly upon the tup of the head i but the liripipe 
or tippet, being botmd about the head like a chord, 
brings to our recoUecliOn the figure of Charles le 
Bon, Count of Flanders, en^aved in Montfaucon's 
Honarchie Fran^aise, who wears the capuchon of this 
period without the cape on the shonlders.and the tippet 
tied about his bead precisely as described above. 




The fashion of wearing daggers stack through 
pouches became very general umongst knights mi 
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Ill 



gentlemen about this period; and we ma^ therefore 
fairly presume, that the ladies then, as now, afiected 
male attire in their riding' b&bits, with peculiar al- 
terations, capriceg of their own, which were in turn 
eagerly caught at and imitated by the fops and gal- 
lants of the day'. 

The splendid embroidery of this period is well re- 
presented on the brasses at Lynn in Nnrfolk, dated 
1343, 1364, engraved in Mr. Cotuian's tiue collection 
of monumental brasses. 




'TheiuthocoFlhe Eulogium, cited by Camden, lupporte u: 
tfaiKopinion.for, Epeiklneoflhedressorttie men in Richard 1 
(iow, h* i»yt, "their booda vt litlle, tied under (he chin, 
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THE MILITARY HABITS 



of this reign present several striking novelties. The 
improved visored baseinet and camail, worn always for 
war (vide fig. 6), the crested helmet being reserved 
for the lists. The magnificent jupon, emblazoned 
with the wearer's arms, or richly and fancifully em- 
broidered — its constant and sumptuous companion 
the military belt — the casing of the body so nearly 
in complete steel, that plate armour may be said to 
commence from this period — are all unequivocal tes- 
timonies of the chivalric spirit of the age, and the 
splendour with which it was considered incumbent 
and politic to invest the honourable profession of 
arms. The earliest military effiigies of this reign still 
exhibit the cyclas shorter in front than behind, or the 
surcoat with indented borders. The effigy of Sir 
Oliver Ingham affords us a good specimen of the 
mixed armour at the commencement of this reign, 
and that of the Black Prince a splendid one of the 
plate armour at its close. To the' latter effigy, how- 
ever, we have preferred for illustration the initial letter 
of the grant of the Duchy of Aquitaine, by Ed- 
ward III. to the Black Prince, as the costume is the 
same, with the addition ofpourpoint over the cuisses 
or thigh pieces, a very prevalent fashion during this 
and the following reign. 

The principal causes of the adoption of plate armour 
were, according to Sir S. Meyrick, the excessive 
weight of the chain mail, with its accompanying gar- 
ments. Indeed it was so great that the knights 
sometimes sank under it, suffocated with the heat, as 
well as the burden. The new steel-back and breast- 
plate enabled the wearer to dispense with the hauberk 
and the plastron, and the jupon was a much lighter 
and less cumbrous garment than either the surcoat 
or cychs* Besides, if of well tempered metal the 
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pMt conid not be pieced or poshed into the body 
of (he knight, ss the hauberk was apt t« be if the 
goinbefwn or hacketon was imperfeet underneath, the 
faraasl only ban D{f at that time the additional pro- 
tection of *. steel phAt. 



initial latter to tiieftMitof 



' Thbgreat improvement was oFItaliaa origin. The 
Ftoreatiq« aonals give the year 13L3 <« tVift 4'a^ft «i't «; 
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new regulation in armour, by which every horseman 
who went to battle was to have his helmet, breast" 
plate, gauntlets, cuisses and jambes, all of iron, a pre« 
caution taken on account of the disadvantage which 
their cavalry had suffered from their light armour at 
the battle of Catina, so that what was adopted by them 
to supply a deficiency was assumed by the soldiers of 
Northern Europe as a relief from their superabun- 
dance of defensive armour. 

The various pieces for the limbs, worn during this 
reign, were the brcmarts^ demi-brassarts, Sindvant or 
vambraces for the arms ; the cuissarts or cuisses for 
the thighs, and the greaves or jambs (steel boots) for 
the legs, with sollerets of over-lapping plates for the 
feet. The backs of the leathern gauntlets were also 
furnished with overlapping plates, and the knuckles 
armed with knobs or spikes of iron, called gads or 
gadlings, the tops from the wrist being of steel and 
lined with velvet. In a trial by combat adjudged 
between John de Visconti and Sir Thomas de la 
Marche, fought before Edward III. in close lists, at 
Westminster, Sir Thomas de la Marche gained the 
advantage by striking the gadlings of his gauntlets 
into the face of his adversay. The gauntlets of Ed- 
ward the Black Prince are of brass or laton, and the 
gadlings instead of being spikes are made in the 
shape of lions or leopards. They hang above his 
tomb in Canterbury Cathedral, with his velvet sur- 
coat, which is gamboised (that is, stuffed with wool 
and stitched in perpendicular lines), and emblazoned 
with the arms of France and England, quarterly; 
his tilting helmet, his shield made of the 'famous 
cuir-bouilli (vide page 163), and the scabbard of 
his estoc or small stabbing-sword ; the sword itself 
having been taken away, as is reported by Oliver 
Cromwell. The helmet and gauntlets are engraved 
op p. 139, The shape of the former is scarcely 
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changed from that of the helmet of the preceding 
reign. It is conical to fit the bascinet, which has 
assumed the same forn^, and over it was worn the 
knight s cap and crest, the former being an addition 
to tlie military costume of this period. 




Tilting helmet and gauntlets of Edward the Black Prince, in Canterbury 

CathedraL 

It is impossible for us to pass from this subject 
without a few words upon the long-disputed origia 
of the famous " Prince of Wales' feathers,'* and the no 
less famous epithet of " the Black Prince,*' by which 
the hero of Cressy and Poitiers was distinguished. 
First, then, of the feathers. 

On. a seal appended to a grant of Prince Edward 
to his brother, John of Gaunt, dated 1370, twenty ' 
five years after the. battle of Cressy, Edward is seen 
seated on a throne, as sovereign prince of Aquitaine, 
with a single feather and a blank scroll on each side 
of him, and the same badge occurs again upon the 
seal to another grant in 1374. This is, we believe, 
their earliest known appearance. The popular tra- 
dition of three feathers having been the crest, arms^ 
or badge of John, King of Bohemia, slain at the 
battle of Cressy, is not traceable to any credible 
authority. It is first mentioned by Camden, in his 
* Remains,' who says, " the victorious Black Prince, 
his (Edward III. s) sonne, used sometimes one 
feather, sometimes three, in token, as some say, of his 
speedy execution in all his services, as th^ ^^\.<& yl\ 
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the Roman times were called pterophori, and wore 
lieathers to signifie their %ing j>ost haste ; but the 
trath is that he wonne them at the battle of Cressy 
from Joho, Kin^ of Bohemia, whome he there slew." 
The learned writer, however, neglects to state upon 
what authority he asserts this to be " the truth • ;" 
and it is rather singular that the minute and pic- 
torial Froissart, and all the cotemporary historians, 
Walsingham, Knighton, Giovanni Villani, &c. &c. 
should make no allusion ivhatever to so interest- 
ing an incident. Yet such is the case. Barnes, 
in his Life of Edward III., quotes Sandfords Gene- 
alogical History. Sandford quotes Camden, and 
Camden quotes nobody; but admits that, even in 
his time, it was a disputed point, by giving another 
Mid not Tery improbable derivation circulated at that 
period. 

The German motto " Ich Diene ^," generally ren- 
dered "I serve," first seen upon the tomb of Prince 
£dward> at Canterbury, has perhaps helped to give 
currency, if it did not give birth, to the belief of the 
Bohemian origin of the feathers ; but Camden him- 
self did not credit this part of the story, for he goes 
en to state, thongh still without quoting his authority, 
that to- the feathers, the prince himself *• adjdned 
the old English word ' ic dien' (thegn), that is, *! 
serve ;' according to that of the apostle, ' the heir, 
while he is a childe, differeth nothing from a servant.* ** 

• We are therefore also inclined to doubt the story of Edward 
slayinjj^tbe Kitig of Bohemia, if by the words "whom he there 
slew/' Camdea woald imply his having done so in personal com- 
bat. It is very improbable that the generous and chivalroas 
Edward would have ruthlessly cut down a brave blind old man; 
and the cotemporary historians content themselves with the mere 
statement of the fact of h\s being found slctinj after the battle, be- 
£i*le the two knights who had guided him iota the mel6e. Wal- 
sinqham, p. 157 ; Froissart, c. 130. 

f •'* JDl^a" is spelt 00 the tomb with a final e. 
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Now it certainly may be argued, on the other hand, 
that the King of Bohemia did feudal service to the 
King of France, as Count of Luxembourg', at the 
battle of Cressy ; and there appears no reason for 
Edward's selecting; a German motto (for it is absurd to 
call it old Eng^lish) to express his own service lo his 
father, supposing it, as Camden has done, (o have been 
assumed with that modesty and filiHl atTection for 
which the prince was as much renowned as for his 
valour : but the crest of John of Bohemia was (he 
entire wing or pinion of an eagle, apparently from its 
shape, as may be seen on his seal engraved in Oliva- 
lius Vredius (vide Rg. a in annexed engraving), 
and not one or three distinct ostrich feathers. In 
the same work, it is true, however, that we do meet 
with crests of wings or pinions surmounted hy 




distinct feathers (vide fig. J), and one nr three such 
might have been plucked from the crest of the King 
of Bohemia as a symbol of triumph; and granted 
as a memorial of victory and heraldic distinction by 
Edward III. to his gallant son, Yet " to vouch this 
is no proof;" and again we ask, is it likely so inte- 
resting a fiict could have passed uimot\cei\rj ^i\^^* 
cotemporarj historians ? Again, the feftlCatTs »ia 
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borne fingly by not only all the brothers and de« 
SCjBndants of Edward, but by Thomas de Mowbray, 
Duke of Norfolk, who must either have borae them 
by grant from Richard II., or, in consequence of 
bis descent by the female side, from Thomas de 
Brotherton, fifth son of Edward I. ; and how is thi^s 
to be reconciled with the tradition of Cressy ? John of 
Gaunt bore them ermine for difference \ 

It may, afier all, have been but a fanciful badge 
adopted by the prince from caprice, or suggested by 
some very trivial circumstance or quaint conceit, no 
longer recollected, as were hundreds of devices of that 
p,eriod, to account for which stories b^ve been inge- 
niously invented in after ages, and implicitly believed 
from the mere force of repetition. I^ such a case dis- 
covery is almost hopeless. Having already mentioned 
one classical derivation quoted by Camden, we may be 
permitted, however, to state that ostrich feathers were 
amongst the ancients a symbol of equity, and the 
Egyptian Isis was consequently represented crowned 
with them. Reasons enough for their adoption by 
the family of Edward III. might be founded on this 
circumstance: the justice (in their opinion) of his claim 
to the throne of France would be one; and " I serve" 
(in a just cause) be a not inappropriate motto * ; as 
sons of Phillipa of Hainault, they might derive the 
ostrich feather and the foreign motto from her father, 
William III., Count of Hainault, who was celebrated 
for his justice. Again, the vulgar belief of the extraor- 
dinary digestive powers of the ostrich has afforded 
^ remarkable simile to a foreign writer of Prince E4* 

^ They were so blazoned in the window facing his tomb in old 
St. Paul's Cathedral. The difference afterwards is said to have 
been made in the quill of the feather ; the king's being gold, the 
prince's argent, the Duke of Lancaster's ermine, ^nd the Duke of 
Somerset's j com pony, argent and azure. Ashmole's Hist, of tbe 
Order of the Garter. 

^ The moito of the g»rter is snppoeed by Sir £, Atbmoie |o 
^Jude to the saqie plaim, 
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ward^s own time, one wTio claims indeed to have been 
his companion in arms at the battle of Poictiers, 
where he says, ** many a hero, like the osttichy was 
obliged to digest both iron and steel, or to overcome 
in death the sensations inflicted by the spear and iM 
javelin." Amongst the far-fetched conceits of the 
middle ages of knighthood, may be found more 
obscure and fantastical devices than an ostrich feather 
assumed, in allusion to the bearer's appetite for, or* 
mastery over, iron and steel. The German for an 
bstrich, also, is strauss — (rfer strauss vogel), which, 
curiously enough, signified anciently ** a fight, com- 
bat, or sctiffle," though it is now obsolete in that 
sense. Here is another sufficient reason for the 
adoption of an ostrich feather by the prince as a 
general allusion to his warlike propensities, or by the 
whole family of Edward III. as a type of their detei"- 
mination to fight in support of his French claim ; 
-aiid as to the motto, suppose, as Camden asserts, 
that it hstd no connexion originally with the badge, 
but was merely associated with it accidentally. It 
certainly appears on the tomb at Canterbiny upon 
the snrall scrolls attached to the three feathers, and 
upoti the large one over each shield that contains 
them. But what says the prince in his will ? " We 
will that round the said tomb shall be twelve esco- 
cheons of laton, each of the breadth of a foot, six of 
^hich shall be of our arms entire, and the other six 
of ostrich feathers : and that upon each escocheoii 
shall be written ; that is to say, upon those of our 
arms, and upon the others of ostrich feathers^ 
*Houmout'" (high spirit). Here is another puz- 
zle ! The motto ** Ich Dien" is not mentioned, yet 
it has in every instance been placed with and ove^ 
the feathers, and the word *' Houmout" only over 
the shield of arms by those who minutely fulfilled 
the directions of the will in every other ipui\te>A^t \ 
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The motto, " Ich Dien," does not appear on the 
scrolls of the feathers on the seals of the Black Prince, 
of Thomas Duke of Gloucester, or of Richard II., or 
Henry V. when Prince of Wales, or on the monu- 
mental tablet of John, Duke of Bedford, but it doet 
appear on tlie seal of Edward Plantagenet, Duke of 
York, slain at Agincourt, and who was no way con- 
nected with Wales — a sufficient proof that it can have 
no relation to that principality. Richard II. is seen ia 
an illumination in a Harleian MS., in a surcoat pow- 
dered with golden ostrich feathers, and the bardings 
of his horse and his pennon are similarly blazoned. 
Sir Roger de Clarendon, the natural son of Edward 
the Black Prince, bore for his arms Or, on a bend 
Sable, three ostrich feathers Argent, the quills trans- 
fixed through as many scrolls of the first. To his 
son Richard, the Black Prince leaves a blue vestment 
embroidered with gold roses and ostrich feathers, and 
"a hall of worsted" (that is, tapestry for a hall), 
embroidered with mermaids of the sea, and the bor- 
der paly red and black, embroidered with swans with 
ladies' heads, and ostrich feathers ; and he gives '* a 
hall of ostrich feathers, of black tapestry, with a red 
border wrought with swans with ladies* heads," to the 
church of Canterbury ; but in no case does he men- 
tion the motto ** Ich Dien ;" and the feathers nngly, 
as we have already observed, appear with blank scrolls 
upon the seals or tombs of nearly all the princes, of 
the houses of York and Lancaster, down to Arthur, 
Prince of Wales, son of Henry VII., upon whose 
monument at Worcester they^rs^ appear asaplum^ 
ill a coronet^ as well as singly ; plumes having come 
into fashion towards the close of the fifteenth cen- 
tury. 

The story of Edward being called the Black Prince 
from the colour of his armour has already been ex- 
ploded by Sir Samuel Meyrick, and rested on no 
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better foundation than did the tradition of the feathers. 
Barnes, in his Life of Edward III.^ merely says, 
" Edward, the young Prince of Wales, whom, from 
this time, the French began to call Le Neoir^ or the 
Black Prince/' and quotes apparently a certain chapter 
of Froissart, in which decidedly there is no mention 
of any such title. At tournaments he might have 
worn a sable surcoat, with ostrich feathers upon it, 
in accordance with his shield of peace, and the capa- 
risons of his horse being of the same funereal hue 
might have suggested the appellation ; but it is 
equally probable that he was called " the black" 
from the terrors his deeds inspired in the bosoms of 
his enemies ; and ^neas Sylvius, the historian of 
Bohemia, expressly says, ^' on the feast of St. Ruffiis 
the battle of Cressy was fought between the French 
and the English ; hence is that day still accounted 
blacky dismal, and unlucky, which took away the 
lives of two kings by the sword of the enemy," 
alluding -to John, King of Bohemia, and; James, 
King of Majorca ; the fall of the latter monarch is, 
however, disputed. The j^n*^ mention of Edward as 
the Black Prince, in England, occurs in a parlia- 
mentary paper of the second year of the reign of 
Richard II, 

In the twenty-second year of Edward III.'s reign 
was founded the most noble Order of the Garter. The 
circumstance that suggested his choice of this symbol 
is another mystery; but all writers of any credit com- 
bine to reject the popular tradition, which assigns it 
to the accidental fall of a lady's garter (the Queen's 
or a Countess of SaHsbury's) at a grand festival, and 
the motto^ ** Honi soit qui mal y ^e/we," to the gal- 
lant indignation of the monarch at the sneer of his 
courtiers. Sir E. Ashmole, in his History of the 
Order, considers the garter as a symbol of union, 

o 
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anjd in this opini^a Im U followed by Sir Wi^to 
Scott and Sir Samud IVKeyrick. We slvh not ai9^are 
of any evidence thai would shake s^ch high au.thprity ; 
bul; ovfi ourlous <{uestioQ occurs tp us, coijioected with 
ihe subject of our work — costuine,-^from whei^ce 4id 
£idward derive the garter? Cainden says» he gave 
forth his own garter as a signal for a battle that sped 
well, which Du Chesne taJbes to be that of .Crjessy ; 
but xjTe have yet to learn jthat garters we^e 9ftom oy 
men in tho&e days. No indication of such an artAcJie 
occurs upon any monuqient or in ony illuminittion of 
the time, nor woyld it appei»r there was any n^d ^f 
such an assistant ; the chauss(^ or long hose beij^g 
atta,ched to the doublet, or at least ascending to the 
middle of the thigh, jevhere they were met by the 
drawers. The leg-bandages, abandonjed in the pre^- 
vious dentury. have no affinity to the short garter 
and buckle, which forms the b^ge of this celebrated 
order. In the absence of all proof, however, proba- 
bility is in favour of such garters being worn by the 
ladies, whose hose were in shape precisely the stocks 
i^gs of the present day, as may be se/e^ in a^ illu- 
mination of the time of Edward JI., ^ngr^ved in 
Sjt,ratt's Dress and Habits, from Royal MS. 2, B. 7. 
But whatever may have been the origin of the 
garter itsdf, the recorded one for the fouDd9.tk)h of 
the order is the uniting not only of the native knights 
oxie with another, but of foreigners witli thein in the 
bonds of unity and pe^ce, and our principal busu^ss is 
with the vestm^ents by vvhich they were distingyished« 
These were originally a mantle, tunic, and capuchoi?, 
of the fashion of the time, all of blue woollen cloth ; 
those of the knights companions differing only from 
the sovereign's by the tunic being lined with ^^ainiver 
instead of ermine. All the three garments were 
powdered, that is to say, thickly embroidered wjydh 
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garters of blue and gold, the mantle having one 
larger than all the rest on the left shoulder, inclosing 
a shield Argent, with the cross of St. George Gules. 
Edward III. had 108 gartets embroidered on his 
tunic and eapuchon. . 

In the thirty-fourth year of his reign the colour 
of the tunic Was changed to hlack, ts a srgn of 
humiliation, m consequence, Ashmole supposes, of 
the pestilence then raging ; and in the thirty-seventh 
year it was made of cloth sanguine in grain, by which 
is generally understood purple. The capuchon al- 
ways varied with the colour of the tunic. The garter 
was of blue and gold, as at present, and worn round 
the left knee, as appears from the effigy of Sir Richard 
Pembridge (an original knight), in Hereford cathe- 
dral. The effigy indeed, in its present state, has a 
garter round both knees ; and Gough, in his ' Se- 
pulchral Monuments,* mentions this as a curious 
circumstance ; but the story prevalent at Hereford 
accounts for it in a most ludicrous manner. Part 
of the roof of the cathedral having fallen in, and 
broken the right leg of the effigy, which is of ala- 
baster, a carpenter was employed to carve a wooden 
substitute, and taking for a pattern the (in both 
senses of the word) Irft leg, he very carefully placed 
a garter round that of his own fabrication. It is 
perhaps a more curious circumstance, that the 
garter is not visible on the monuments of Edward 
the Black Prince, Sir Oliver Ingham ^°, or of any 
other original knight of the Garter except Sir 
Richard Fembridge, or in any illumination of the 
period, and that no mention of a garter, to be worn 
round the knee, occurs in any wardrobe account of 
the time! 

^^ Gough says, it does appear on the eflSgy of Sir Oliver; but 
the accurate Stothard has not represented or noticed it« 
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MOURNING HABITS 

first appear in monuments and illuminations of this 
reign ; and the earliest mention of them also seems 
to be by Chaucer and Froissart, both writers of this 
period. Chaucer, in his * Knight's Tale,' speaks of 
Falamon's appearing at Arcite's funeral 

'' In clothes black dropped all with tears ;'* 

and in his ^ Troylus and Creseyde' he describes his 
heroine 

" In widdowe's habit large of samite brown;** 

and in another place says, 

<< Creyseyde was in widowe*s habite biacke;** 

and in another^ when separating from Troylus, he 
makes her say, 

*' my clothes evereh one 

Shall biacke ben in tolequyn (token), herte swete^ 
That I am as oute of this worlde agone." 

Froissart tells us, that the Earl of Foix, on hearjng 
of the death of his son Gaston, sent for his barber, 
and was close shaved, and clothed himself and all 
his household in black. At the funeral of the Earl 
of Flanders, he says, all the nobles and attendants 
wore black gowns; and on the death of John, King 
of France, the King of Cyprus clothed himself in 
black mourning, by which distinction it would seem 
that some other colours were occasionally worn, 
such as the " samite brown *' of Chaucer's Creseyde. 
The figures on the tomb of Sir Roger de Kerdeston, 
who died a.d. 1337, represent the relations of the 
deceased knight, and wear their own coloured clothes 
under the mourning cloak. 
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Chapter XI. 

REIGN Of RICHARD II., 1377—1399. 

The march of foppery was accelerated under the 
reign of the weak and Inxurioas Richard of Bordeaux. 
" Fashions from proud Italy/' and many imported 
by Queen Anne from Bohemia, infected even the 
menial senranis. The Tanity of the common people 
in their dress Uras so great, says Knighton, that it 
was impossible to distinguish the rich fromi the poor, 
the high from the low, the clergy from the laity, by 
their appearance. What it was impossible to do then 
we may be surely excas^ attempting now, and 
therefore we shall eoiifine onrselves to diridiRg the 
male from the female dress^ the dtillirom the military K 

CIVIL COSTUME. 

To begin with the king himself. He was perhaps 
the greatest fop of the day. He had a coat estimated 
at thirty thousand marks, the value of which must 
have arisen chiefly from the quantity of precious 
stones with which it was embroidered — this fashion 
obtaining greatly during the fourteenth century, as did 
that also of working letters and mottoes on the dress, 
and cutting the edges of the mantles, &c. into the 
shape of leaves and other devices. The curious and 
authentic portrait of Richard, preserved in the Jeru- 
salem Chamber at Westminster Abbey, represents 

^ Chaucer's Canterbury Tales, however, furnishes us with 
some characteristic dreises, which wo shall notice la t«%>iV»x 
rotation. 
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him in a robe embroidered all over nith roses and 
the inilml letter of his name. Afev sumptuary l&ws 
were enacted by Richard, but they were little attended 
to, and extravagance of every description seemed the 
object of the entire population. Harding, speaking 
of the king's train and servants, says — 
"There was great pride mnong the alScert 

And or ill men lurpiuing Iheir compeen 

or rich ■my and mors coslioui 



Yemen and gtomei in clolh of silk arrayed, 

Sitlin and damuk in doublettei and in gownes. 

Id dcilh of gieeue uid Marlct, for unpaged (unpaid Tor). 
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- Cut worke was great both in court and townes, 
Bothe in men's hoodes and abo in their gownes, 
Broudur (embroidery) andfurre and goldsmith's worke all newQ 
In many a wyse each day they did renewe." 

Chronicle, chxp» 193, 

And the poet declares that all this he heard Robert 
Ireleffe say, who was clerk of the green cloth to 
Richard II. 

Chaucer, who wrote his * Canterbury Tales* towards 
the close of this reign, puts a two-fold lamentation 
into the mouth of the parson concerning the '^ sinful 
costly array of clothing." First as to "the sin in 
superfluity of clothing, which maketh it so dear, to 
the harm of the people, not only to the cost of the 
embrouding, the disguising, indenting or barring, 
ounding, palings winding or bending', and semblable 
waste of cloth in vanity ; but there is also the costly 
furring in their gowns, so much pounsoning (pouncing) 
of chisel to make holes, so much dagging of shears, 
with the superfluity in length of the aforesaid gowns, 
trailing in the dung and in the mire on horseback 
and eke on foot, as well of man as of woman." * * * 
And secondly, " upon that other side, to speak of the 
horrible disordinate scantiness of clothing as be these 
cut slops or hanselines ^,'^ that through their shorf- 

* Most of these are heraldic terms. " Barring*' signifies striping 
horizontally ; '^paling," longitudinal divisions; ^* bending," diagonal 
stripes; and '' ounding" or " undeing," a waved pattern or edge. 
*' Indenting" and '' winding" need no explanation. 

^ Strutt has not attempted a derivation for this word. ^' Hanse« 
lein" is the German diminutive of the familiar name *' Hans" 
(Jack), and has, we imagine, been applied in a punning sense 
to the short or little jack which Froissart mentions at this 
time as a garment of German origin ; for he tells us that 
Henry, Duke of Lancaster, on his return to England, entered 
London in a courte Jacques of cloth of gold, '^ k la fachon 
D'Almayne." The little jack or jaques was afterwards called 
jaquette by the French, and jacket by the English, as the shortened 
roc or tunic had been called roquette and rock^l ^t^NV)\)&Vj« Toi^ 
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ness, he says, and the wrapping of therr hose, which 
are departed of two colodrs, white afld red^ white and 
blue, white and black, or black and red, make the 
wearer seem as though " the fire of St. Anthony, or 
other such mischance," had cankered and consumed 
one-half of their bodies. These party-eoloured dresses, 
which commenced about the reign of £kiward 11.^ aie 
certainly more singular than elegant, and hnvea par«t 
ticalarly grotesque appesranee, when, as in an illomi- 
naifon representing John of Oaant sitting to decide 
the claims ou the coronation of his nephew Richard 
II. (Cotton MS.^ marked D. 6), the long robe is 
divided exactly in half, one side beiti^ bine and tbe 
other wltfte, the colours of tbe house of Lancaster* 
The party^okmred hose, too, renders imcertain tbe 
fellowship of the Icg^ and the common term of 
a pmr perfectly inadmissible. Knighton says the 
feshions were continnally changing, erery one endea- 
vouring to otftshine his neighbour in tbe riefanesii 
of his habit and the novelty of its form. The an* 
Ihor of an anonymous work called the * Eulog^um,* 
dted by Camden, and apparently of this date, saysy 
the commons were besotted in excess of apparel, 
^ some in wide surooats reaching to their loiha, some 

epithet ''cut slop," also applied to it, shows that it was a shortened 
garment. Stops, we are told in the next century, are mourning 
coats or cassocks. The word here occurs for the first tinie that 
we are aware of, and seems to be derived from the German 
ichleppe, which signifies ** anything trailing." {Schleppe kieid is 
^* a gown with a train. '^ '' These cut slops or hanseleins,*' there- 
fore, evidently means these shortened gowns or coats, or little jacks. 
^ White and red were the colours Assumed by Richard 11. is 
h\& livery, and were consequently much worn by the courtiers of 
his reign. The mayor, accompanied by the citizens of London 
in a very large company on horseback, met Richard II. and hi^ 
queen ou Blackheath, all of them being clothed in the king's 
colours— that is to say, in party-coloured gowns of white nnd red, 
snd conducted them first to St. Panl's Church and then to tbe 
Jt0f&\ Pahce at Westminster. (Knighton.} 
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in a garment reaching to their heels, close before, 
and strutting out on the sides, so that at the back they 
make men seem like women, and this they call by a 
ridiculous name, gotone. Their hoods are little, tied 
under the chin, and buttoned like the women's, but 
set with gold, silver, and precious stones. Their lir- 
ripipes or tippets pass round the neck, and, hanging 
down before, reach to the heels^ all jagged. They 
have another weed of silk which they call a pattock^. 
Their hose are of two colours, or pied with more, 
which they tie to their paltocks, with white lachets 
•called herlotSy without any breeches. Their girdles 
are of gold and silver, and some of them worth twenty 
marks. Their shoes and pattens are snouted and 
picked (piked), more than a finger long, crooking 
upwards, which they call crackowesy resembling devil's 
claws, and fastened to the knees with chains of gold 
and silver.*' These crackowes were evidently named 
after the city of Cracow, and were no doubt amongst 
the fashions imported from Poland, which had been 
incorporated with the kingdom of Bohemia by John, 
the grandfather of Richard s queen Anne. Not that 
the long-toed shoe was a novelty, as we have already 
noticed them as early as the reign of Rufus ; but the 
fastening of them to the knee might have been the 

* This ''weed" is mentioned by Pierce Ploughman, and was 
therefore introduced during the reign of Edward III. It appears 
to have been of Spanish origin, and was most probably brought 
into fashion by the knights in the service of John of Gaunt or 
Edward the Black Prince, whose connection and communication 
with Spain wais so near and so frequent. Paletoque still exists in 
the Spanish dictionary, and is rendered a kind of dress like a 
scapulary, which was a monk's frock, generally without sleeves 
(according to Du Chesne). The word paleioque seems com- 
pounded of pal/a, a cloak, and ioquCf a head-dress, which would 
induce a belief that the paltock had a hood or cowl attached to it. 
It had either been originally, or it afterwards became the dress of 
the common people, as paleto signifies, in Spanish, a clown^ and 
the word paitoqttet, ia French, means clownish. 
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p^ef^Arar fedhion of CfHttm. We (m^^ im> fFWftif iriKtkrh 
ethibtCing them so fs^tetred, ttUhottgh iliti poiMs «^ 
rep^etonte^d of h ipfepo^^cMif hn^ih; bat fh^f6 h 
ihe afypiesfrafite of a chaihf at thu knee of oAt6 figc^, 
hi a mirriatofre of this dflite (Acyyal MS. 20,- B. 6) ; 
^rid Major Hanrriltoti Smith, in Iris ' AixdeM Cd^- 
Utihe at tlnglahd/ tUtnikftiB st ]|>Ortfak of JMiem 1. 
of Scotte^d, existing dt Kielberg, tttor Tiibigen k 
S^^afriai, a se&t 6f the family of Yon Lystj^trms, 
#hereift the peaks of the monatrchTs shoes are hA- 
ientd by ehai^ of gold to his girdle. 

Th* tight sleeves Of the preceding relgilis Wete rtow 
out of fashion, and the Monk of Evesham SpelKkd Of 
ihe dttp Wide sleeves, commonly called pokyi, 
shaped Hk* a bagpipe, and worn indMferently by set- 
vttnts as well as masters. Thev were defiomi^iatedj 
he says, the devil's receptacles, tor whatever conld be 
stoleri was popped into them. Some were| s6 loftg 
and so wide that they reached to the fetU Otbeihs to 
the knees, and were full of slits. A* the servants 
were bringing up pottage, sauces, &c., their sle^v^ 
** would go into them, ahd have the first taste ;** and 
all that they could procure was meant to clothe their 
nncurablef carcasses with those pokys or sleeves, irhile 
the rest of their habit was short. 

Chaucer's squire, in the * Canterbury Tales,' is 
described as wearing a short gown, with *' sleevte 
long add wide.*' His dress was also enibrOideted» 

''As it were a mede 
Alle full of fresshe flowres white a rede." 

Ilis locks 

'^ were crull as they were laide in presse.^' 

His yeoman was clad in ''a cote and hoode Of 
grene," his horn slung in a green baldrick, a silver 
figure of St. Christopher was on his breast, and a 
^y or handsome bracer on bis arm. A sword and 
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blUcjItler iumg on one side of biizi» ai]id a dfngger on 
the other ; a sheaf of arrows, with peacocks' fei^thers, 
w^ tucked bea^atb bis girdle, and he bore *' a mighty 
bow" in his hand. In the ' Friar s Tale' another 
yeoipMyi is jdesoribed wearing a courtepyqf green, and 
a ba4; vith blax^k fringes. 

The franklin, or country gentieosan, is meneiy 
stilted .to baveyroni an anelace or knife, and a gipciere 
or purse of silk banging at his girdle, white as milk. 

The merchant is represented in ** motley" (i. e. 
party-colours), with a forked beard and a '* Flaundrish 
beaver hat," his boots clasped " fayre and fetously/* 

Tti^ doctor of physic was clothed " in sanguin a^ 
in pe^' (i. e. pi;irple a^d light blue), lined with t^^ 
fj^j an^ «e|idai or cental. Jn the ^ Testa^eiat of 
Cr^i^de,' Chaucer speaks of a p^siqian in a scarlet 
gown 9 and ^' furred well, as ^ucb a one oughi to be ;** 
a^4 be may mean scarlet by " sanguin,'' as scarlet 
a^d purple were terms used indii&rently one jG^r i^ 
Qtber. 

Tbfi s«^igeant-^-law's dress was a medley coat, wjith 
a girdle of silk, ornamenited with s^iall bars or stripes 
of different colours ^ 

The reeye or steward woce a long surcoat; he ha4 
a rysty sword by his side, his beard was closely shaven » 
ajgid bis hair rounded at the ears and docked on the 
top of -the crown like a priest's. 

The miller was clothed in a white ^oat and a bli\e 
hood^ and was aarj^aed with a sword and buckler. 
His hose on holyda^s were of red jclojLb^ when he 
also twisted the tjppet of his hpod about his head 9 

* A Harleian l^S.^ marked 980, informs us that the aergeaot- 
at-law's robe was formerly party-coloured, in order to command 
respect, as well to his person as to his profession. He wore a 
cape about his shoulders, furred with lamb's skin, a hood with two 
labels upoo it, and a coif jof white silk> when in the exercise ol 
bif pf ofe^iqxi« 
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a fashion amongst the gallants, as we have remjirked 
in page 134. 

The poor ploughman wore a tabard, with his hat, 
scrip, and stafiT. 

The shipman was dressed in a gown of folding to 
the knee, with a dagger slung under one arm by a 
lace round his neck. 

• The haberdasher, carpenter, weaver, dyer, and 
tapestry- worker, all wealthy burghers of London, 

*' were yclolhed in a livery 
Of a solempne aud grete fraternite.*' 

Their clothes were new, and the chapes of their knives 
and their pouches aiid girdles ornamented with silver. 
The clergy, as Knighton has already told us, were 
not to be known from the laity ; and the ploughman 
in the * Canterbury Tales* rails at them for riding 
glittering with gold upon high horses, gayer than any 
common knight might go, wearing golden girdles 
and gowns of scarlet and green, ornamented with 
cut-work, and the long piked shoes, nay, being armed 
even like men of war, with broad bucklers and long 
swords and baldricks, with keen basilards or daggers. 
Many priests, he says, have mitres embellished with 
pearls, like the head of a queen, and a staff of gold 
set with jewels. In addition to this, Chaucer has 
introduced a monk amongst his pilgrims dressed in 
open defiance of the regulations of the church. The 
sleeves of his tunic are edged with the fur de gris, 
*^ the finest in the land." His hood is fastened be- 
neath his chin with a golden pin, curiously vn*ought, 
the great end being fashioned like a true-lovers knot, 
or having one engraved on it His supple boots and 
the bells upon his horse's bridle are mentioned as 
instances of his foppery and love of display. Even 
the parish-clerk, described by the miller^ is said to be 
spruce and foppish in his dress. Bis hose were red, 
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his kirtle sky-blue, set about with many points, and 
over it a surplice white as a blossom. His shoes had 
•* Paules windows carven" on them — that is to say, 
they were cut or embroidered lattice- wise, a fashion 
more or less prevalent during the thirteenth and four- 
teenth centuries. Hats, caps, and high bonnets are 
worn as well as chaperons. The latter have some- 
times a single feather in front. Vide engraving at 
page 150. 

The hair was worn long, and curled with great 
care, as we have already found that of the squire 
described. The beard was forked, and the moustache 
in all knightly effigies is long, and drooping on each 
side of the mouth over the camail. 

To the decoration of the garter we have, in this 
reign, to add the badge of the white hart, assumed 
by Richard II., and worn by all his courtiers and 
adherents both male and female, either embroidered 
on their dresses, or suspended by chains or collars 
round their necks. This device seems to have been 
derived from his mother, whose cognizance was a 
white hind. Rymer mentions that in the ninth year 
of his reign Richard pawned certain jewels, '* k la 
guyse de cerfs blancs ;" and in the wardrobe ac- 
counts of his twenty-second year is an entry of a 
belt and sheath of a sword of red velvet, embroi- 
dered with white harts, crowned, and with rosemary 
branches. An ancient author, quoted by Holing- 
shed (sub anno 1399), says, ** that amongst the few 
firiends that attended this unfortunate prince afler his 
capture by the Earl of Northumberland was Jenico 
D'Artois, a Gascoine, that still wore the cognizance 
or device of his master, King Richard, that is to saye, 
a white hart, and would not put it from him neither 
for persuasion nor threats ; by reason whereof, when 
the Duke of Hereford understood it, he caused him 
to be committed to prison within the castle of Chester. 
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Tbjj tnw vu Um last (as s«jtb mip^ «uitwr) Tfaicfa 
bars th«t device, vfujl E^yr^ w^U tlnKfueby his Gon- 
BtaM hecut towan}« bis master." The wbile ^srt 
elill jxaatiaa, paired of a QoloSMJ siZiC, op tke wall 
o«ejr(be door Uodiugto tlw (^i:)oifitei from the 
smth aisle of Westminster Abbey, {t is gen»all; 
Tsptesentei CEOwned, collated, and chained, apd 
cQuchant under a tree. lOtber badges of this mo- 
narch were the sun ia splendour ', and the pod of 1^ 
Planta Genista, or broom, v'tj? yiiiieb tbe robe of 
hw t^onuniental effigy is covered. 

Tbe suncoatiof the knights of th« garter waB, in Uie 
aeyeuth year pf Bic^ard W- , made of " y ioto in graw ;" 
in the eleventh year it yvjas white, and in tl^ tweUU)i 
and ninejeesth of " long blue Alotb-" Vide Ash- 
mole's History of tfae Order. 




'IJowar, iBiij. C«Hoo, Tibwii 
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partook of the sumptti&Qs extravagance of the age. 
The alterations made in the armour during the reign 
of Edward III. w^tfe perfected in that of his grand- 
son, and the era tft phie may be said to commence 
from the accession of Richard II. The camail, the 
gussets of chain at the joints, and the indented edge 
of the chain apron, are all that remain to be seen of 
the complete suit of dout)le-ringec( mail worn at the 
commencement of this eenttlry. j^ilan was the ^rand 
emporium from whence the most splendtid suits were 
forwarded to the chivalry of Europe, "ifhe armour 
made expressly for Henry, Duke of Hereford, (o wear 
in the famous duel at Coventry, was manufactured at 
Milan by order of Galeazzo Visconfi, to whom the 
duke had written on the subject. The jupon and 
military girdle introduced in the last reign were still 
worn ; but the loose surcoat or blouse seems to have 
come again iriio fashion at the close of this century. 
It is generahyj however, represented as fancifully 
embroidered^ instead of being Emblazoned like the 
jupop; The ihost characteristic novelty is the visor, 
vmtaille or baviere (as it was indifferently called), of 
the bascinet, which, from having been simply convex, 
has now assumed a shape that will be best under- 
stood from the engraving of a specimen in the col- 
lection at Goodrich Court, one of the only two 
visored bascinets of this period known to exist. The 
other is now in the ToW'er, having been bought for 
the national collection at the sale of Mr. Brooas's 
9tm<mt, Match 22, lBd4. 
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Viiond bniDlngt of !)>■ lime nf Ricklrd II. 

As ft mnst interesting; and curious authority, we 
subjoin the fallowing engraving from an illuminated 
MS. copy of the ' Roman de la Rose' of this date, 
in the collection of the late Francis Douce, Esq., 
F.S.A., in which are several figures of females armed 
with sword, spear, and shield, and wearing the visored 
biiscinet and camail, most faithfully delineated. 




Some of these extraordinary visors were hooked 
like the beak of a bird: the bascinet itself wa.<i richly 
ornamented round the edges, and a band or fillet of 
the most splendid workmanship sometimes encircles 
it like a diadem. The " bftdnel & \ffiWT«k" ^aa worn 



Oiily foT W2tf: til toariialneftts the viiSot trdis tettwyvefd, 
and the belftiet, stirmoutited by its maiKtling: \(rreath 
affd etest, placed c^et the basdnet. Chaueer ha$ the 
fdUowing stirring piettire efthe pepatatkm for a jotnlt 
in the Knight's Talc J— 

*^ lliere mayst thou ^e devising of harneis 
So uncouih and so riche and wrought so wete 
(7f goldsmithry^ of broiidfy, and of stele, 
The sheldes bright^ test6res*, stnd tratppttres. 
Gold hewiu helmtfs, ba^befks, and coat armures, 
Lordis in parariienf es * on theffr cotirsers, 
Enightis of retinue and eke esquires 
Nailing of speres and helmes baekling, 
Gigging^^ of shields, with laniers lacing 
As there need is, they were nothing idyl. 
The foming stedis on the goldin bridyl 
Gnawing, and fast the armourers also 
With fyle and hammer, riding to and fro; 
Yeomen on foot, and commons many a one. 
With shorte staves thick as they may gone, 
Pipes, trompes, nakoners, and clariouns, 
Meet in the battaile blowen bloody sounds." 

The terms hauberk and haubergeon, in this reign, 
occasioned a good deal of confusion, from the circum^ 
stance of both the mih'tary garments originally so 
called being superseded by defences of plate, to 
which the old names are applied. The knight, in the 
prologue to the * Canterbury Tales,* is said to have 
^orn a gipon (jupon) of fustian^ '* alle besmotred 
with his habergeon/' Now this appears to mean that 
the habergeon was worn over the jupon, and therefore 
by gipon we are not to understand the splendidly em- 
blazoned garment generally at this period covering 

* '< Testieres,** horse armotir for the bead. 
^ '' ParamenteSy" robes of state. 

' "^^ " Gigging," ** guiging," that is, arranging the guige or 
strap of tb(» shitld which Went fouod XHt tieck. 
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the breast-plate or plastron, but a plain fustian just- 
au-corps, and by habergeon, the plastron or breast- 
plate itself. In the French metrical history of the 
deposition of Richard II. (Harleian MS. 1319) 
Bolingbroke is seen with a breast-plate, worn over 
a black jupon or just-au-corps. In the rhyme of 
Sir Topas, Chaucer gives a fuller description of the 
dress and arms of a knight He first put on 

<* Of cloth of lake fin and clere 
A breche and eke a sherte, 
And next his sherte an baketon, 
And over that an habergeon 
For piercing of his herte." 

Here again the habergeon is apparently the plastron ; 
but he cqntinues, x 

" And over that a fin hauberk 
Was all y wrought of Jewes work, 
Ful strong it was of piate, 
And over that his cote-armure 
As white as is the lily floure 
In which he wold debate.'* 

Here the hauberk is distinctly said to be also of 
plate, and worn over the habergeon, being itself 
covered by the jupon or surcoat, emblazoned with 
his armorial bearings. We have quoted this passage 
merely to show that the terms hauberk and haber- 
geon no longer designate chain or ringed armour 
only, aVid thereby prevent our readers being puzzled, 
like poor Mr. Mills, who argued himself into a fever 
upon the subject for want of that very simple key to 
the riddle". 

The jambeaux or jambs (leg-pieces) of Chaucer's 
Sir Topas were of cuir-bouly (cuir-bouilli), a pre- 
paration of leather much used at this period, not only 
for armour, but for efiigies and various works of art. 
" History of Chivalry, 2 vols, 8vo. LondoD| 1825. 
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'^ His 8werde*s sheth of ivory« 

His helme of latoun bright, 

His sadel was of rewel bone. 

His bridel as the sonne shonei 

Or as the mone light, 

His spere was of fin cypres, 
***** 

The hed ful sharpe y-ground." 

His shield was gilt, and emblazoned with a boar's 
head and a ** charboncle/' and his crest was a 
tower, out of which sprung a lily. 

THE FEMALE COSTUME 

of this reign was as splendid and fantastic as 
the male. The party-coloured dresses of the pre- 
vious reigns . were still in vogue, with numerous 
varieties of the cote-hardie, the waistcoat or spencer- 
like vest, described in the last chapter, some of 
them probably Bohemian fashions introduced by 
Queen Anne. Gower, in his ' Confessio Amantis,' 
particularly alludes to "the new guise of Beme," 
and describes, in the same poem, a route of ladies 
mounted on fair white ambling horses, with splen- 
did saddles, '^evrich one ride on side" (i. e. side- 
ways), another fashion said to have been intro- 
duced by Anne of Bohemia, and at this time a mark 
of high rank. They were clothed all alike in rich 
copes and kirtles, ** departed white and blue," and 
embroidered all over with the most fanciful devices ; 
their bodies were long and small, and they had crowns 
on their heads, the least costly of which could not be 
purchased " for all the gold of Croesus* hall.** 

The following engravings represent live female 
figures, taken from various illuminations of this pe- 
riod. Figures a and b exhibit very clearly the side- 
less garment faced with fur, and terminating in long 
full skirts^ described in the last chaplet^an^Yioiw on^x 



m 
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the kirtfe. Figore e Aain S ladj' " lit IdrtU ftlone," u 
the ancient romanMS tdl tH tbtj SdtMtiines " seired 
io hall," with the "geatit body and tniddle smull," 
much spoken of In this alid the pretiodS century, and 
the girdle over the hips with the gysire attached to 
it, part of which only la seen in figilre h. In figure 
d the exterior gvment is so loi% as to be gathered 
up and.carried over the arm; and figure e preseols 
VB with a stiorter but more splendid yariety of ilj wilh 
■n opening up the «de bordered with eraiide. 

The long white tippets or stresmeH frmn Uie elbOW 
are still worn, but towards the close of the reign they 
are less frequent, and when they do t>Ccur, are wider, 
and of the sanie stuff as the dress. The gowiiif, Icir- 
tlesj and mantlea were ireqitently efflUazuDM with 
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Female oiUiiiiic, ulua of tht lllta a 
Fir. a, from Ronl HS. 16, Q. t ; t. Roril MS. 10. C 
feiu,1379: (,[niai tl>(Iil»[Rcptlit,WaIminiUr 

armorial bearings (like the jupons or surcoats of the 
knights, or the tabard of the herald, which first ap- 
pears about this time"), or covered with devices (as 

" Previoui to the fineeiitli centmy herald) *re reprewileil 
with merely ui esculchean or but ga at their girdles; and Chaucer, 
ID 'the Flower ud the LetV iltudeseipreuly lolhlifuhion: — 
" And lAer (hem came a great companj 
OF heraudia and puneviunU eke 
Amyed in clolhea of white velvet. 
And every mm had on ■ chapelet 
ScotehtiHit aad eke horee haroeis indede 
TbeyhuliniirfeoItbeaiwhofM* th«ia^«&n? 



we have just learned from Gower) ttAd mottoes, like 
the garments of the other sex. ** tfkffe et loyaul- 
ment" is a motto metitiorned hy Chmbklr as worked 
on the facings and borders of a lady'9 dress, and the 
trains of the gowns were so enormotfsly lefng that a 
tract was written by som6 divine in this relgitf, entitled 
* Contra Caudas Dominarato' (Agai^si flt^ tails of 
the ladies). 

The psErson, iti thef ' Cfanterbury l^attes/ df^ks in 
general terms of the outrageous arrity of the #omen. 

We have read in the last etiatpter of the^ Quaint 
attire Olf ladies Attending tournainent^ arid |)ublic 
shows, and in this teigii #^ hear df fbiit kud twenty 
ladies'^ dding frofrt the tower to th*i jfiltftits ih Smith- 
field, trading fotir and t^^hly ki%hte in thuins of 
gold and idlver. 'the knights, laaieisfy and ^A other 
attendants at the totirnaments,, hatfnM iheif ^fi^ses, 
shields, and tfapi^ngsdec^ai^dwKh Hlchard^^ I9very 
of the HrYnie hart, ^ith si etmn bt ^m rdtfnd its 
ut^ii find a ehaiti hangitig th^fifetd**. 

^k hai^ #aid still ^orn iii a gotd fret 8t CM of 
network, feurnhftftihted freqntfirtly by a tli»p}m. 6f gold- 
smith's work, a eotonet, ot a veil« according to the 
H^tatei*^ rank 0* fdncy; 

** A fret of golde she had next her here.*' 

Chaucbr, * tAgtrtd of Qddd 0^(jineit,' 
** Arid everich on her <!ead 
A rich fret of goflde^ ^hicfi wHhfotiteri drede 
Was full of stately net stones set, 
And every lady had a chapelet 
On her b^ of branches fair and green ,^' &c^ 

Ibid. ' The Fhwre and the Lea/,* 

In this latter instance the ehaplet is all^o/rical, but it 

^* Froissart says *' sixty.** 

^* Caxton, Addition to Pblychrotiicon, c. 6, fol. 397. We 
should not quote Caxtoii for the r6igh of Rithafd th were he 
not supported by Froissvtv 



is continually seen in illuminations of this period, 
composed of jewels disposed like natural flowers. Of 
less (fxaihed dam^ wfi iuLve a portfajyt or two in the 
' Pf^M^ffapiry T^s/ f^ ' Wai^ W^e of Bath 
woi)e jCQ^yerchifi^ 

I i}fxtt(t «we^ that tjb^y ^is^gfii a ppund, 

Ihe .Sio^day were upon her hedd^, 
ffufi j^Qsea jViW^ of fii?c sc?i.ri/Bt redde, 
F^ l||k<9!U/e y^y^ ayad shoon full moist an^ xtfi.^^e, 

*■ m f « * * 

fJff^Qfi w amblef easily she sajt, 
y^yrjjnpled we^ v>.d pb Ijhu'^ bed^ an hat 
As ^n>4fi AS is a bokele^.or a targe. 
A i9i^ ^a^aotri about bire hippes lar^e, 
J^d on h'}fe feet a p9di;e .o( sporxfis sharpe." 

Ilie carpeBi|ter'« wi^'s pi^r ^rment is not de- 
scried, l^t i^r girdle wa3 barred with isilk; ^e 
collar of liiie^ si;iift acd the tapes of her whit^ volupere 
(we are not certain of the article of dress therel^y 
aUi\de4 Uf) yreie embroidered with black silk; h^ 
apr99 /or barm-cloth was ^ white as noorning pil^. 
Sbe bad a broad silken fillet ^pund her }iead, a' 
leafier purse attadied tp her girdle '* tasse]k<ji wj^h 
siikiaiitd peiarji^ yi^ith latpun," (that is, studied pr 
impeiiiied wjith littie metal buttons^ vide th^t worn by 
ii^. fif in p. 165) ; on her low collar she wore a brooch 
as big as ihe boss of a buckler, aud her shoes were 
lacedhig^ upon her legs. 

THE ItfOU^EtNING HABITS 

of this reiffn are represej^4 ^^ ^^ * Liber Regalis' ^a 
splejfadid MS. so enljltled^ pxeserved in ^estmjlnster 
Abbey), by which we perceive that the usual garments 
were now made of black as well as the cloak worn 
during the ceremony. They are of the fashion of 
the time, and furred with ermine. 
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RICHARD IT. 16d 

The preceding representation of the Parliament that 
deposed Richard II., taken from the French metrical 
history before mentioned, shows the lay, spiritual, 
and legal peers in their usual costumes. The bishops 
are in cowls near the throne; the judges in coifs 
and furred robes ; the Earls of Westmoreland and 
Northumberland are standing in front ; the Duke of 
Hereford in the high cap on the left of the throne ; 
and Exeter, Salisbury, and the other peers are seated 
opposite the judges. 



BRITIIU fi/tVtVVB. 
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EEIGN OF HENBY IV., 1399— 1411. [ 

The effigy of Henry IV. is the most splendid of 
our regal series. The crown is remarkable for its 
magnificence. It is probably an imitation of the 
B^leudid " Harry Crown," brokcD and distributed by 




Henry V., and its pieces pawned in l4l5, for wages 
to the knights serving in the expedition to France. 
" A great fleur-de-lyS, part of the said crown, ^r- 
niahed with one great balajs, and one other balays, 
one ruby, three great sapphires, and ten great pearls, 
was pledged to Sif John Cofvyl, and to John Pud- 
sey, Esq., to Maurice Brunne, and to John Saundish, 
each a pinnacle of the aforesaid crown, garnished with 
two sapphires, one square balays, and eix pearls," 
^ese costly fragments were redeemed in the eighth 
and ninth years of King Henry \t.' 

The long tunic with pocket-holes in front is richly 
embroidered at the openings and the borders of the 
sleeves. A cope covers the shoulders and descends 
Id ttont to the girdle. The inner tunic has a roll 
MllSr inltibg close Up the neck, and the Aiantle 

' Rjateft Fndera, yo\. U, 
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of state, with a broad edging of embroidery, is con- 
nected not only by. cords and tassels, but by a 
splendidly-jewelled band passing over the chest. The 
face has beard and moustaches, but the hair is not 
visible, being cropped very short all round, so short, 
indeed, that the poll appears shaven ; a custom at the 
end of this reign and continued through the next 

The day before his coronation, Henry IV. made 
forty-six knights, and gave to each of them a long 
coat' of a green colour, with strait sleeves furred with 
miniver, having large hoods lined with the same 
kind of fur, and fashioned like those of the prelates ; 
and on the day of the ceremony the lords wore a 
long tunic, called a houppelande % of scarlet, with a 
long mantle over it, and the knights and esquires 
wore the scarlet houppelande without the mantle. 

In the fourth year of his reign it was found neces- 
sary to revive the sumptuary laws enacted, but to so 
little purpose, by his predecessors. Tliey were re- 
vived, and with considerable additions, but seemingly 
with as little efiect. *' No man not being a banneret, 
or person of high estate," was permitted to wear cloth 
of gold, of crimson, or cloth of velvet, or motley 
velvet, or large hanging sleeves open or closed, or 
gowns so long as to touch the ground, or to use the 
furs of ermine, lettice, or marten, excepting only 
*' gens d'armes quant ils sont armez ;" an odd ex- 
ception at first sights but it alludes to the loose sur- 
coat over the armour, and the caps and hoods that 
were worn till the trumpet sounded, and the bascinet 
was hastily assumed for action. 

Decorations of gold and silver were forbidden to 
all who possessed less than two hundred pounds in 

' The Spanish word hopa is rendered ** a long cassock with 
8leeve« ;" and hopaianda, *' the train of a gown worn by stu- 
dents." The houppelande was most probably therefore derived 
from Spain. 



goods and chattels, tit t^^nty poutidS p^ annum, 
unless tfaey w^fe befrS to el^tated of fifty tnarks per 
annum, or to flV6 hiitidfed {JdUndd* 'Vi'OTih of goods 
and chattels. 

Four yeslrs afterwards it was otdaiA^d that no 
man, let his con(]tiiioh Ibe what it iiilght, shbuld be 
permitted to wear a gown or garment cut oi* slashed 
into pieces in the forlM of lettcfrd/ tOM leaves, and 
posies of various kiftdd^ ot fitry sttch-like devices, 
under the penalty Of fblfeititig the iSftfhe, and the 
offending tailor WaHi id he imp'i^ticd duHtig the 
king's pleasure. 

Sergeants belongiiig lo the cdttri (it is lefl un- 
certain whether serg€i(titd-at-lat(r Or s^fgftdnts-at- 
arms are alluded to) Wefe by this additional statute 
privileged to weat such hodds as (hey pleased for the 
honour of the king and the dignity of theit Station. 
The mayors, for th6 time being, of London. Warwick, 
and other frfee towns, are also exempted from any 
prohibition. 

That these statutes were as little regarded as ever, 
we have sufficient proof in the complaints of Occleve 
the poet, from whose poem of ' l^ride and waste- 
clothing of Lorde's Men, which is azens (against) 
their Estate,' we shall quote a few stanzas, mo- 
dernizing in ^me degree the spelling for the benefit 
of the general reader. 

After a few introdociory lines, he says,-^ 

''But this metbinketh an abusion, 

To see on6 walk in a robe of scarfs. 

Twelve yards wide^ with pendant sleeves down 

On the gtotind, and the forrar thereoh set, 

Amounting unto twenty pounds or bett (better) ; 

And if he for it paid, hath he iio good 

Left him wherewith to buy hims6lf A ho0d. 
« * * « > • 
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Some afar men might loras icnow, 

By their array, from other folk ; or now (but now) 

A man shall study or muse a long throw 

Which is which : O lords, it fits you, 

Amend this, for it is in your prow (power). 

If in you and your men no difiference 

Be in array, less is your reverence. 

Also there is another new jett, 

A foul waste of cloth, and excessive. 

There goeth no less in a man's tippet 

Than a yard of broad cloth by my life. 
****** 

What is a lord without his men ? 

I put case, that his foes him assail 

Suddenly in the street, what help shall he 

Whose sleeves encumbrous so side trail 

Do to his lord, — he may not him avail; 

In such a case he is but a woman ; 

He may not stand him in stead of a man ; 

His arms two have right enough to do, 

And somewhat more, his sleeves up to hold. 
****** 

Who now most may bear on his back at once, 

Of cloth and furrour (furs) hath a fresh renown, 

He is a lusty man clepyd for the nones : 

Now have these lords little need of brooms 

To sweep away the filth out of the street. 

Since side sleeves of pennyless grooms 

Will it up lick, be it dry or wet. 
****** 

If a wight virtuous, but narrow-clothed. 

To lords' courts now-a-days go. 

His company is to myk (many) folk lothed. 

Men pass by him both to and fro. 

And scorn him for he is arrayed so. 

To their conceit there is no wight virtuous 

But b^ whose array U outrageous.'' 



HENRY IV, 17$ 

Were it not for the style, Would not any one suppose 
the latter lines had been written yesterday ? 

A decoration makes its appearance in this reign, 
and is worn by the distinguished of both sexes, the 
origin of which is differently accounted for. We 
allude to the collar of SS or Esses^ Camden says 
it was composed of a repetition of that letter, which 
was the initial of Sanctus Simo Simplicius, an eminent 
Roman lawyer, and that it was particularly worn by 
persons of that profession. Other writers contend 
that it was an additional compliment of Edward III. 
to the Countess of Salisbury. But its non-appear- 
ance till the reign of Henry IV. is a sufficient answer 
to that supposition. Sir Samuel Meyrick, with much 
greater probability, suggests, that we should consider 
it the initial letter of Henry's motto, ** Souveraine," 
which he had borne while Earl of Derby, and 
which, as he afterwards became sovereign, appeared 
auspicious. The initial of a common motto of the 
middle ages, " Souveniez vous de moy" (Souvenez 
Yous de moi), has also been mentioned as a deriva- 
tion, and supported by the remark, that a *' fieur-de- 
souvenance," the ** forget-me-not," occasionally linked 
the double SS together ; but we incline to the opinion 
of Sir Samuel Meyrick, and at the same time we 
must remark the singularity of the circumstance, that 
the origin of such popular and celebrated decorations 
and badges as the feather of the Prince of Wales, 
the Order of the Garter, and the collar of SS, should 
be to this day a mystery to the most learned and 
indefatigable antiquaries. 

A great gold collar called of Ilkington, lavishly 
garnished with rubies, sapphires, and pearls, is spoken 
of as the jewel of the Prince of Wales, aflerwards 
Henry V., and was pawned by him for live hun- 

' See it engraved, page 171 of this work, as it appe&n touiod 
the neck of Joan oS J^avuref queen of HeuT^ IV. 
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Hfi^d pcmt^i to the Bishop of IfoittsMf trfaen 
raising futids fbr the French Mpefdition iit 1419^ 

Afiothfer collar called Piisan or PjssLhe d'Or, 
f^biti it» heihg mabiifactared H Pisft, #orlted #ith 
tiMe1o{ye^, dtfd ^t ^ith pteeidits stoti^s^ Wats pttimed 
tit the Mt»e time to the itiajrdr and eity of Ii6ndtiii\ 
iltid ind^ pi>dbably had beldtfged to Hetiry lY., n^hbeb 
iltippiortet afid badge w{ti^ an ttntelopef. A goM ehaifi 
^ronght trHh lettefs and erowni^^ a s«rord gfttfthsh^d 
iHth ostrieh feither» (the prince's), k gypsite oi 
pntple telvet gaf nibbed with goldi and nnttibetle^ 

6thet jeil^els, Se^y were pledged at the same tiiiie to 

tafknte petstms^ and hkd formed pan of th^ royal 

}M(t^ph^rna]>8 dnthi^ this teigh. 

' Mb tfltei^km H noticed in the robe^ of the Order 
0f ib^ Gutter duriti^ this reign. In the 

aM& a^d AAMoirst 

of the knights of the reign of Henry I V« we bate no 
noteUy to remark, except that the soleret or steel 
shoe was sometimes supplied by footed stirhips, and 
the jafih^bs c^ leg-pieces in snch cases terminated at 
the instep. Increase of splendotir is however visible 
in the military ec[uipment. A rich wreath or band 
anrround^ the bascinet of the knight, and the border of 
the JQpon is still cut into elegant foliage, notwithstand- 
ing the strict prohibition cyf the statute. Hall, the 
Chronicler,' gives an elaborate acodnnt of the atniour 
worii at the grand tournament at Windsor by the 
knights who conspired agaihst Henry; and this 
description Mr. GOngh has unsuspiciously copied 
into the preface to his * Sepulchral Monuments,' and 
Mr. Sharon Turner, more recentlyj into his ' History 
of England.' The mention however of lamboys, 
pass-guards, and other pieces of armour not known 

^ Ufmer's Ftedkffd, \ol. ilu • \M. ^a^ei 2^. 
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before the time of Henry .VII., shows the whole 
account to be a fabricaUon of the ingenious chroni' 
der, nho (like others of his craft and period) is only 
an authority for his own time, nhen, if he chooses to 
embellish a pageHnt or a banquet, he describes at 
least fashions that are known to him, and gives the 
various articles of apparel the names by which they 
were then distinguished. 



With regard to 




THS PBHALE COSTUME, 

the fashions of the reign of Richard II. appear to 
have been continued with little variation (vide 
effigy of Joan of Navarre at the head of this chap- 
ter) ; the long'trained gowns, with the mr-eols or 
vaitet (stomacherB) trimmed with fur, have entirely 
displaced the super-tunic, and the reticulated head- 
dress (as the hair gathered into a gold caul at the 
sides has been denominated), sometimes covered 
with a kerchief or veil, assumes in this reign a 
square, and in the two following a heart-shaped 
appearance, which seems to have awakened the 
wrath and satire of the moralists and poets of 
the time. Great confusion exists respecting the 
horned head-dress in the works of Strutt, who, as 
we have before mentioned, ^pUes w]ia& tJosKOiiK 
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lines of 3e«n d6 Me'uii to this fstshkift^ dfid tfiiiee^ 
ihem up with the orbservdtfotfs of h wrHer imtlf & 
Hundred years later. Thi« Wrrtet i» at NoDi^hiaM khight, 
^bo eoriipiled a work ftir the use 0>f his thfe^ JiMif 
dauj^bters abotit the close of th& fourteenth t^idtitj 
or be^innhtg of the fifleettth eemury, arid thereiif #^ 
}iave the horned head-dre'si^ mote clearly deiifcribed. 
The writer introduces a holy bishO|7 declainiliif^ fhatti 
the pulpit against the fashionable fbAies of the fair 
sex, whom he accuses of being marvellously arrayed 
in diverse and quaint manners, and paHiematly with 
high hofUs. He c&mpares thenl to horii^d snails, 
to haris^ and to unicoths, and proceeds ib relate a 
story of & gentlewoman who came to a fktiisi having 
the head SO' strangely attired! with long pirts, that her 
head-dress tesethbled a gibbet, and she was conse- 
quently Scorned by the whole company, "^ho Said she 
carried a gallows on her head. This description 
tallies well enough with the fashion observable ih 
this reign. The reticulated head-dress, spreading 
out on each side, might, when covered with a veil, 
be fairly enough assimilated to the cross-tree or 
square gibbet of those times, and when the veil is 
thrown over one of th^ heart-shaped head-dres^es, 
8hd suffered to sink in the ceuire; it mlay also be 
called horned ; but there is anothe^ and mdre earth 
pkih horned head-dress that became ftfshidnaUe in 
England during the reign of Henry Y;, and hM 
probably be^n so for some time previofusl^ in France, 
from whence it travelled^ We may presume, in ibe 
suite of ^deen Katherine. Of that^ htr«^eter, tiHm. 
The sqtMre head-dress is the most remarkable dntfn^ 
this reign. A fine specimen is engr^tved in preceding 
page, from the effigy of Lady De Thorpel. 

The French MS. before quoted contains many 
strictures upon the female costume of this perioa. 
Tht writer inveighs againsl tbe fiup^rSnouft qfaanil- 



tt<8 of liir po ib|s MU of th« go.wps, on jthe s^eeyeft^ 
and the hoods ; aAd adds, the use of great purflea 
9fl4 sUlb coata w^a introduced by wanit^gn wotfo^ny 
9P4 afterxrarda adopted by the priaceases and ladies 
of England, and with them he wiahea it may con? 
tiai^e. lie laments that the Iovjb of useleas &shions 
^f^ 8f} pi^yalent a^xiongst the Lower dasses of people, 
saying, ^' there is a custom now amongst serving- 
i^roipep of }ow estai^ which is very common, namely, 
to put fjAjr on the collars .of thdr garments, which 
hs^ag dojMm jlp the middle of their backs. They put 
fyi ^8o upon the bottom, which faUs about their heela 
uffd ja daubed ^ith the mire, &c" And, to deter his 
dau^i/Lera fffm /extravagance and superfluity in dress, 
1^ ^eQi^ui^ a legend ^ a knight, who, hkving lost 
\^ wi^e, applied to a hermit to asgsrtain if her soul 
Ijiad taken an upward or a downward dicectioo. The 
go^d m^^f a^ long praying, fell asleep in hia 
cj^Mkpel, and dreamued that he saw the soul of the 
&ir l^dy weighed in a balance, with St. Michael on 
9ne side and tibie deyil on the other. In the scale 
Vbieb contained the soul were placed the good deeds 
of her life, and in the opposite oue i^er evil ac^ions^ 
and beside the scale lay her fine costly clothing in 
the care of a fiend. The devil then said to St. 
Michael : this woman had ten diverse gowns and aa 
many coats, and you well know that a snialler num-^ 
ber .would have been sufficient for every thing neces- 
sary, according to the ^w of God, and that ^ith the 
value of one of these gowns or coats no less than 
forty poor men might have been clothed and kept 
from the cold, and that the mere waste cloth ix^ 
tbem would have saved two or three from perishing ; 
so saying, the foul fiend gathered up bM her gay 
garments, rings, and jewels, and flung them into the 
scale with her evil actions^ which instantly prepon^^ 
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derated, and St. Michael immediately left the lady 
and her wardrobe at the devil's disposal. 

Strutt has quoted another ^hort story from the 
same work, which we will add here as throwing a 
little more light upon the cote-hardie. 

The eldest of two sisters was promised by her 
father to a young knight, possessed of a large estate. 
The day was appointed for the gentleman to make 
his visit, he not having as yet seen either of them^ 
and the ladies were informed of his coming, that 
they might be prepared to receive him. The affi- 
anced bride, who was the handsomest of the two, 
being desirous to show her elegant shape and slender 
waist to the best advantage, clothed herself in a cote- 
hardie, which sat very strait and close upon her, 
without any lining or facing of fur, though it was ia 
winter, and exceedingly cold. The consequence was, 
that she appeared pale and miserable, like one pe- 
rishing with the severity of the weather ; while her 
sister, Who, regardless of her shape, had attired her- 
self rationally with thick garments lined with fur, 
looked warm and healthy, and ruddy as a rose. 
The young knight was fascinated by her who had 
the least beauty and the most prudence, and having 
obtained the father's consent to the change, left the 
mortified sister to shiver in single blessedness. 

The sumptuary laws passed in this reign prohibit 
the wearing of furs of ermine^ lettice, pure minivers 
or grey, by the wives of esquires, unless they are 
Boble themselves, or their husbands mayors of Lon- 
don, Warwick, or other free towns. The queen's 
gentlewomen and the chief maiden attendant upon a 
princess, a duchess, or a countess, are likewise per- 
mitted to wear the richer furs. 
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REIGN OP HENRY V., 1411—1422. 

THE CIVIL COSTUME 

of this short but busy reign differs in no visible de* 
gree from its immediate precursors. The long and 
short gowns, with sweeping sleeves, fancifully in- 
dented at the edges, or the pokys or bagpipe sleeves, 
mentioned by the monk of Evesham, formed the 
general upper garments of high and low, according 
to their own goodwill and pleasure, and in contempt 
of all parliamentary enactments. 

A peti or pettite coat of red damask is mentioned 
as remaining amongst the apparel of Henry Y., and 
as it is described to have had open sleeves, there can 
be no doubt it was but a little coat, and that the gar- 
ment had no afRnity to its highly-honoured name- 
sake* The mention of gowns, houppelands, chape- 
rons, &c. in the same inventory, proves the duration 
of the fashions of the last reign. Heukes of scarlet 
cloth and camlet, and pilches of grey fur, are novel 
articles. The first was no doubt a cloak similar to 
that still called a heuke by the Moors of Barbary 
and Morocco. The latter word is a corruption of 
the Latin peUiceus, or the Saxon pylce, and was an 
outer garment of fur used in cold or bad weather. 
Chaucer says, 

"After grete bete comith colde, 
No man cast his pilche away." 

Callages or gallockes occur in the same inventory ; 
and Henry Y.'s partiality to short boots or buskins, 
called by the French housseaulx and hotlines^ is 
proved by an anecdote in Monstrelet's Chronicles. 

" When the rumour of Henry's death had reached 
the French court, Messire Sarazin D'Arly inquired 
of a relation, who had just returned from Picardy, if 
he knew any thing relative to the decease of the Kvw^ 
of England ; io which he replied m lYie ^^ttcA^ci^^i 
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and said that he had seen the body of that monarch 
lyings in state in the church of St. Offram at Abbe- 
ville. * But are you sure,' said Sarazin, ' that you 
have not been deceived?' 'Perfectly sure,' replied 
the other. ' But will you swear that he had not his 
buskins on his legs?' * Truly, he had not,' said his 
relation. 'Then, by my faith!' exclaimed Sarazin, 
' I will not believe he is dead if he have not left them 
behind him in France * ;' " that is, in the provinces 
belonging to the French crown, the greater part of 
Picardy being at this time an English province. 

In an old English poem on the siege of Rouen, 
▲• D. 1418y Henry is described as riding 

" On a broune stedci 

Of blak damuke was bis wade, 

A pcjtreila of golde full brygt 

Aboute his necke hynge down rigt, 

And a pendaunte behind him did booge 

Unto the erthe, it was so longe'." 

The peytreUe or poitral was a piece of horse* 
furniture of this period; but if by ** his necke" is 
meant the king's, and not his *' broune stede's," we 
mutt presume it to have been some golden collar 
thus called, as " hanging down from about his neck " 
could hardly be the description of a breast-plates 
l)esides which, he is not supposed to be armed, but 
entering in his garments of peace — a weed of black 
damask. The long *' pendaunte " was most probably 
a pennon carried behind him and no part of his attire. 

Beards were not much worn in this reign, and the 
hair was cut close round above the ears in a very 
unbecoming fashion. Whiskers are not seen, and 
BKHiitaches are only partially worn. The general 
character indeed of tRe whole of the fifteenth century 
h a docely shorn chin. 

* Cbroai^Mes, looi. i« sab aano 14S2, 
^ VMe AJBbiftoyti ?at xxii. 
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■ Id tlie first yew of Henry V.'a reign the eoloar 
nf Ibe mreoat and chaperon of the knigbtj of th* 
Garter was chan^d again to white. The whole of 
the dress was still of doth *, 




THE UILITiLItT BHUIPMBNT 

of this period is remaricaUe for the introduction of 
the panache'; (he graceful decoration of feathers 

* Athmolc'a Hist, allha Order. 

* Thewurd "panaehe" is generally used inalctd of" plume" for 
the feiihers pliced uprighl on llie ipex of Ihe helmel or bi-cinel, 
the Uuer term fating ippiieil tihtn worn an the side or behind, 
M in leter ipecimeni. ll ia rsmirked bf Mt.f ce&itoQ'C.Q \%>»k 
Soc/elapmilia of Aaliqaitia, that lhekQig\il<Mn^M»Wib»is 
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having been hitberta confined to heraldic crests upon 
belmels, and never appearing as a were ornament in 




TiltlDf helmet ud thield, fros Ut 
>ad tbe taquire ona { bul Ifaera 




of Htnr]- v., Vntmiuter Ablwj. 
lura no rule (or Ibii. , PareoM 
Bw niLh ou fntbtr oi tbfii 



HENRY V. lis 

England till the rei^ of Henry V." Its effect in 
the civil bonnet or hood, where we have seen it, from 
the time of Edward III., induced some leader of 
consequence, we presume, to transfer it to the basci- 
net, upon the apex of which -it now appears falling 
gracefully backward, a tube or hollow knob being 




Hehnet of Loais, Dae d« BowAm, mgrtved in IffontflmeMi. 

placed there to contain it. The bascinet itself under- 
goes a change about this time, taking the shape of 
the head behind, and approaching the form of the 
salade or sallet, a Gei'man head-piece, introduced in 

'* We have mentioned the apparent solitary exception in pag« 
108 of this work, temp. Rdw. I. Sir Samuel (then Doctor) 
Meyrlck first called attention to the curious circumstance of 
feathers being first worn as ornaments in the reign of Henry V. 
Mr. Mills, in his History of Chivalry, remarks that that gentleman's 
"not being able to find any instance of their being thus worn^ 
goes but very little way to prove the negative.** This is un« 
courteous enoogh ; but it is equally unjust: for their non-appear- 
ance in the thousands of earlier illuminations the learned Doctor 
had examined, coupled with their simultaneous appearance in all 
of that period, and continual occurrence afterwards, does go a 
very long way to prove it. Besides, Mr. Mills prefaces this ob- 
servation by stating that Dr. Meyrick had contended that *' feathers 
were not used as crests till the fifteenth century ;** which he 
never did do, but on the contrary, contends that they were used as 
crests (that is to say heraidio crests) oniy, and not as a mere 
plume or ornament, which an antiquary would not call a crest in 
speaking of English armour of the middle ages. Vide Meyrick'a 
dritical Enquiry into Aneient Arm> awl Armour, % M^l^ AiixK 
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Basoinet, of the reign of Henry V., in the Meyriok edlleetion. 

the next reign. The great crested helmet or heaume 
was now only worn for the tournament. A bascinet 
of this time is here engraved from one at Goodrich 
Court, having a tube for the panache, and holes for 
fixing the camail round the edge, the lining or cap 
within, and the orle or chaplet without. 

The jupon and military belt are still worn, but not 
so frequently; but the distinguishing character of 
the military effigies and illuminations of this reign is» 
the absence of both jupon and surcoat, and the ap- 
pendage of a skirt composed of horizontal steel 
bands, called taces, to the globular breast-plate (vide 
fig. d, page 183) ; so that when the hause-col or steel 
gorget is worn instead of or over the camail, as in 
figs< c and d, the whole suit of armour is of plate. 

Another peculiarity of the period is, the anomalous 
fashion of wearing large hanging sleeves of cloth, 
dlk, or richer materials, with the armour (vide fig. a). 
Sometimes they are part of a surcoat or a cloak thrown 
over the whole suit, and sometimes the sleeves only 
are seen covering the arm to the wrist ; and it is not 
quite evident from the illuminations whether in that 
case the body-armour conceals the rest of the gar- 
ment, or whether they are detached articles fastened 
to the shoulder. When the sleeves are not worn, 
the shoulders appear covered with overlapping plates 
called pauldrons^ and two circular plates called pal- 
kites, are sometimes fastened to them in front so as to 
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protect the armpit. Lance-rests in the form of hooks, 
placed just below the right breast, and breast-plates 
of two pieces, the lower one rising to a point in the 
centre and fastened upon the upper by an orna- 
mented buckle, are also characteristk: of this reign. 
The lower plate was called the placard. St. Remy» 
a writer who was present at the battle of Agincourt, 
describes Henry himself, at break of day, hearing 
three masses, one after the other, armed in all his 
armour excepting that for his head and his cote 
d'armes (i. e. emblazoned surcoat or jupon). After 
masses had been said they brought him the armour 
for his head, which was a very handsome bascinet, 
a barierre (query baviere), upon which he had a very 
rich crown of gold circled like an imperial crown, 
that is^ arched over — ^the earliest instance of an 
arched crown worn by an English monarch ^^ 

Monstrelet tells us the archers were, for the most, 
without armour and in jackets, with their hos& loose, 
and hatchets or swords hanging to their girdles ; 
some, indeed, were bare-footed, and without hats or 
Cflps. St. Remy confirms this account, using the 
word ** pourpoints'* for jackets ; but adds, that some 
wore caps of boiled leather (the cuir-bouilli), or 
widcer-work crossed over with iron. 

Two-handed swords, with flaming or waved blades^ 
first appear in this reign ; but they were used more 
for state than for war: a pole-axe was generally 
carried by commanders from the present period ta 
the reign of £dward IV. 

THE FEMALE COSTUME 

of this reign is distinguished by a head-dress which 

^^ Elmham gives a similar but a more vague and fanciful ac- 
count. Henry's crown was twice struck and injured by the 
blows of his enemies. The Duke D'Aien<joD struck off part of it 
with his battle-axe, and one of the points or flowers was cut off by 
a French esquire, who, with seTenteen olVvftta, ^'Wot^Vi'^ti^'^x^DL 
n>me aucb fMt or pemh, Monstrelet^ St, Bfim^ %. 
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may indeed be called horned. The ratirical eSuaioni 
of such writers as John de Meun, and the Knif^ht i^ 
Normandy, appear to have had no other effect upon 
the ladies than to induce them, in the true spirit of 
contradiclion, to justify to the fullest extent the odioui 
comparisons of their censora. There is no longer 
any thing extravaganl in the charge of nearinf* a. 
^bbet on the head, or rivalling the crested honours 
of the brute creation. The head-dress exhibited in 
the illu mi nations and on the efli^es of this period' 
is certainly as ugly and unbecoming; as can well be 
imagined : fbrtunately, however, for the painter or the 
actress, the fashion does not appear to have been so 
general as to render its introduction on the canvas or. 
tie stage induipenuble. Tbe nm^^a ^oU.«u ncXMink 




eonfining U>e bair, aDd a quunt butdegant head-tire 
consUtingof a roll of nch stuff*, aometimeB descending 
ia n penlc on the forehead, or circling the brow like 
a turbaD, exist to extricate the lovers nf the jncturesque 
from so disagreeable a dilemma. Taste is ever the 
true &iend of fashion, and can see and amend her 
lollies while most admiring her inventions. 

The robe or gown with a long train and hanging 
CT tabard sleeves, and the cote- hardie with its spencer- 
Uke variety, are seen as in the last reign ; but where 
girdles are worn, the waist is considerably shorter. 
An inner tunic is sometimes discernible by its sleeves, 
which descend beyond those of the robe and cover 
the hand, as in the time of Henry I. ; gloves not 
yet forming a usual portion of the female attire. 

The efGgy of William of Colchester, Abbot of 
Westminster from 1386 to 1420, engraved in Sto- 
tbard's work from the monument in Westminster 
Abbey, may be referred to as a fine specimen of the 
ecclesiastical costume of this period. 
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ItlilGNS OF HENRY VI. AND EDWARD IV., 1420—1483. 
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REIGK OF HENRY Vt., 1420— 14S1. 

Ir any pronf were wnntini; of the confution and di>- 
order ol' this unfortunate monsrch's reifpi it mi^ht be 
drawn from the apparel of hia people, which ■ppeara 
to have been a jiunbla <^ bU th« i«&\uoa& nf ^ut 



ifM with every thing most ridiculoua and fxtra^ 
vBgant that could be iovented or discovered at the 
moment. It were a vain task to attempt a minute 
deccriptlon or classification of the dreasea of (hit 
period. The most remarkable feature of the 

CIVIL COSTCUE 

of the middle of the fifteenth century, was the mor^ 
frequent appearance of cspa and hats of bntaitic 




Ciril iHnnadf tkt nlfi ol Snrf VI, 
TU ««tn Snn, from ■ eeprof Fniturl. in thi Ktrlriui aillKliai, 

iiuiudis»itiwnitriani>wpr«rLj<iiit>'>iJri<arsi.ed. BHi.im; 
shapes, and the alteration of the chaperon from an 
almost indescribable bundle into a regularly-formed 
crown within a thick roll called the roundlet, and 
having a long tippet attached to it which trailed on 
the ground, (vide fourth figure In Mhft ti!QG>i% «n.> 
gmiag,) wu tucked into tiie giiiVei ox -ww?^ 
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round the neck, or suspended the chtiperbn itself 
over the shoulder when removed from the head, ac'^ 
cording to the fancy or situation of the wearer. A 
single feather is sometimes worn in front of the cap 
or bonnet, as in the time of Richard II. Long tight 
hose with feet to them, boots or galoches coming up 
to the middle of the thigh, short boots or buskins, 
and shoes with high fronts and .backs that turn over 
each way, all of them long-toed, and some extra- 
vagantly so. The gown, doublet, or jacket, instead 
of being made close and high up in the neck as in 
the last century, is now cut round even with the 
shoulders, frequently showing the small stand-up 
collar, hollowed out in front, of some under vest- 
ment, with tight sleeves that protrude through open- 
ings made in the loose ones of the gown or jacket, 
which latter hang down, richly trimmed with fur, and 
seemingly more for ornament than service. 
The hair is worn as before, the face closely shavem 

tHE STATE DRESSES 

* 

consist of long robes with or without sleeves, lined 
and trimmed with furs, or having only capes or 
collars of ermine descending half way to the elbow, 
with bars of ermine beneath, according to the raiik 
of the wearer. 

Garlands or coronets, and chains or collars of 
gold and jewels, are worn as before. 

The robes of the knights of the Garter underwent 
some alteration in this reign. The colour of the sur- 
coat and chaperon was changed to scarlet^ in the 
thirteenth year of Hepry VI., and afterwards back 
again to white. The number of garters to be em- 
broidered on them was limited in this reign to one 
hundred and twenty for a duke, and less by ten for 

' And, in confirmation of this, we perceive that the surcoat of 
ihe Earl of Shrewsbury, in the iUamln&Uon engraved at the head 
vfihis cbRpHtf IS 80 painted \ the V\ood \« ik)^«o t«^>Q>9X\\^\stx. 
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.a marquis, by twenty for an earl, and so on» down to 
a knight bachelor, who wore sixty. The king was 
unlimited^ and on Henry's surcoat and hood there 
were one hundred and seventy-three. The mantle 
about this period was first made of velvet, and lined 
with white damask or satin'. Legal and other official 
habits are composed invariably of long and full 
gowns, sometimes of two colours', girdled round the 
waist, and hoods with long tippets by which they are 
occasionally slung over the shoulder. The gowns 
are trimmed and lined with furs according to the 
rank of the wearer. 

When Henry VI. returned to England after being 
crowned in France, a.d. 1432, the lord-mayor of 
London rode to meet him at Eltham, being arrayed in 
crimson velvet, a great velvet hat furred, a girdle of 
gold about his middle, and a baldrick of gold about 
his neck trailing down behind him. His three 
henbhmen^ in one suit of red spangled with silver* 

' Athmole's Hist, of the Order. 

' << Of older times/' says Stow, '' I read that the officers of 
this city wore gowns of party-colours, as the right side of one 
colour and the left side of another. As for example, I read in 
books of accounts in Guildhall, that in the nineteenth year of 
King Henry VI. there was bought for an officer's gown two yards 
of cloth coloured mustard viiktrt, a colour now out of use, and 
two yards of cloth coloured blew, price two shillings the yard, 
in all eight shillings more, paid to John Pope, draper, for two 
gown-cloths, eight yards, of two colours, eux ombo deux de rouge 
or red medley, brune and porre (or purple) colour. Price the 
yard two shillings. These gowns were for Piers, Rider, and John 
Buckle, clerks of the chamber." Muttard vUian has been said 
to be a corruption of moUier velourt, and consequently to signify 
the species of stuff, and not the colour; but Stow speaks of it 
here as a colour distinctly. A town called Mutter de VUiierf, 
near Harfleur, is mentioned by the historians of the . preceding 
. reign in their accounts of Henry's expedition, and most probably 
gave its name to the dye or the stuff there manufactured. 

* Pages so called. The royal henchmen were abolished by 
Q. Elizabeth. 
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The ftldennen in gowna of wartet with parple boodi, 
•nd kII the commonklt; of the city in white gowoi 
and Ksrlet hoodi, wilh divirs cognizance! eo^ 
bioidend on their sleevesV 
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putook or the fantastic and unbridled capricei of 
the day. Surcoate and jupons vrere less worn, but it 
became Ihe fathton to cover the breBst-plnte with nik 
of one colour, and the placard with silk of another. 
"Ihe jaterant or jazeriae Jacket was Irequentljr worn 



HBHST n. in 

Ui Ken of the brestt and back' t>latM« Thii defcnet 
was composed of small overlapping plates of ilea 
covered with velvet, the gilt studis that secured them 
forming the exterior ornament, and over this was 
sometimes worn the placard of steel. TuileSy plates 
depending from the taces or skirt of the armour in 
front, over an apron of chain-mail| are first visible at 
this period. A still lighter species of armour than 
the jazerant, but of the same description, is mentioned 
by Commines about this time. " The Dukes of Berri 
and Bretagne," he says, " were at their ease on their 
hobbies, armed only with gilt nails sewn upon satin, 
that they might weigh the less." This sort of habit 
would have all the appearance of a jazerant exter* 
nally, and may be easily mistaken for it in illumina- 
tions of the fifteenth century. 1 o the bascinet, helmet, 
and chapel-de-fer, was now added a new head-piece, 
called a salade or sallet^ from the German schale or 
shell. Its principal characteristic is the projection 
behind. It had sometimes only a horizontal slit for 
the sight as it descended below the eyes, but at others 
it came no lower than the forehead and was furnished 
with a moveable visor. (Vide engraving on the oppo- 
site page.) Ccuquetels or steel caps were also in- 
troduced, and are seen in the illuminations of this 
reign with oreillets, round or oval plates over the 
ears, and sometimes with a spike at the top called a 
crenel or chamel. Sometimes the oreillets themselves 
have spikes projecting from their centres. 

The armour generally is exceedingly ornamented. 
Every plate of that of John, Duke of Somerset, 
(engraved in Sandford*s Genealogical History,) who 
died in 1444, has an exceedingly rich border to it. 
He also wears the splendid military belt which is 
seldom seen afler this reign. 

The spurs were screwed on to the steel shoe about 
this time, instead of being fastened b^ kaX\v&x%. TVas^ 
were exceedingly long in the neck, au^ \\i!& «^^^^ ^^ 
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the roweb of formidable dimensions. (Vide' figure c, 
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The first token of a most important chanf^e in 
warfare became visible during the reign of Henry VI« 
The invention of cannon had suggested to the Itahans 
the use that might be made of a piece of ordnance 
small enough to be portable, and the hand-cannon or 
gonne^ a simple iron tube with trunions at its sides, 
and a touch-hole atop, was fixed in a stock of wood 
about a cubit and a half in length, and called the 
frame of the gun. It was soon however discovered 
that while the touch-hole remained atop, the priming 
was likely to fall off or be blown away befbre the 
match could be applied ; the perforation was conse- 
quently transferred to the side, and a small pan put 
under it to hold the powder. A cover for the paii 
was next invented to turn off and on by means of a 
pivot, and in this stage it was used in England^ 
certainly as early as 1446, as appears from a roll ojT 
purchases for the castle on Holy Island, in the 
county of Durham, of that date. 

A hand-cannon of the earliest sort with the touch- 
hole atop, and a battle-axe with a hand-gun united 
and the touch-hole placed above a pMi at the side» 
are engraved on the opposite page, from the originals 
in the armoury at Goodrich Court. 

THB FEMALE COSTUME 

comprises, like that of the other sex, all the pre- 
vious fashions with fantastic additions and variations 
too numerous to detail in- words. Gowns with enor- 
mous trains, girded tightly at the waist, and with 
turn-over collars of fur or velvet coming to a point in 
front, and disclosing sometimes a square-cut under 
vest or stomacher of a different colour to the robe, 
are of the termination of this reign. The sleeves are 
of ail descriptions, but the waist is exceedingly short, 
as iq Henry Y.'s reign. The Yiea^-^t«.^^^ vi^ 
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mostly of the horned or heart shape, the latter ex- 
ceedingly high, with tippets or veils sometimes aU 
tached to them. (Vide engraving above.) The Hai> 
leian MS, 22bb, fol. S, preserves " a ditty against Iha 
forked coiffures," or bead-dresaea which &e ladiea 
vore in (he time of Henry VI., beginning 

" Off God ud kynde proccdiib il bewte." 
Lai^ turbans of the true Turkish form, made of the 
richest materials, are frequently seen from this period. 
In a poem presented by Lidgate to Henry VI. a lady 
is drawn sitting up in her bed with a turban on, and 
another with a similar head-dress attending ber. 
(Vide tiguies a and 6.) Isabella of Bavaria, queen 
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of Chariea VI. or France, is seen in Montfaucon's 
work with s heart-shaped head-dress of exceeding 
size, and the story goes, that she carried the fashioa 
to such an extent, that the doors of the palace at Vin- 
ceimea were obliged to be altered to admit the queen 
and the ladies of her suite when in fiill dresa : but 
this anecdote, if authentic, might relate to the steeple 
head-dresB, which succeeded the homed or hearted 
shape, and was worn, as its name implies, of a por^ 
tentous height*. Isabella is represented with one in a 
another illumination copied in Johnes' edition of 
Froissart, the prints to which are all engraved from 
miniatures of the fifteenth instead of the fourteenth 
century.. 

RBIQN OP EDWARD IV., 1461—1433. 
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There is no effigy of Edward IV. On his seal he 
19 represented ill the tunic, dalmatica, and -mantle with 
a deep cape or cope of ermine. He is crowned with 
the imperial arched diadem, its first appearance on the 
seals of our English monarchs» though not in their 
actual regalia. .In his right hand he bears the sceptre, 
and in hit left the mound and cross. With a slight 
variation of attitude, we perceive him similarly repre- 
sented in the engraving, p. 199, copied from an illu- 
minated MS. in the Lambeth library, wherein he is 
depicted receiving a book from the hands of Lord 
Rivers and Caxton the printer, and surrounded by 
his queen and family. The new fashion that Edward 
chose for his last state dresses was to have them 
made with very full hanging sleeves, like a monk's, 
lined with the most sumptuous furs, and so rolled 
over his shoulders as to give his tall person an 
air of peculiar grandeur ^ He also altered the sur- 
coat and chaperon of the Order of the Garter from 
the white cloth of the last reign to purple velvet '. It 
is probable that the velvet mantle introduced by 
Henry VI. remained blue, as murrey and blue were 
the colours of the house of York, and similar reasons 
may have suggested the adoption of colours to the 
various sovereigns ; blue and white being the Lan- 
castrian colours, and blue and scarlet those of the 
kingdom. The lining of the surcoat was now al* 
tered from furs to white sarcenet *. 

THE GENERAL MALE COSTUME 

of this period may be gathered from the following ex- 
tracts from the chronicles of Monstrelet and Paradin*s 
Histolre de Lyons, for there was no fashion so ridi-> 
culous started in France, but then, as now, it was 
immediately adopted in England, The former writfUd. 

^ Monk of Croyland, 5^3. / --^ .>•- 

^ Asbmolef Hist, of the OtAw. * \\i\^% L [.^ 










.a us that the jackets, doublets, or pourpoints, were 
: shorter than ever, and the sleeves of tiiem slit, so 
to show their la^e, loose, and irtiite shirts; the 
raiders were padded oiit with large waddiags 
led mahoitrea, and so capricious were the beaux of 
i period, that he who to-day was shortly clothed, 
B habited to-morrow down to the grouud. They 
re their hair so long that it came into their eyes, 
d they covered their heads with bonnets of cloth a 
art«r of an ell or more in height; all of them, as 
11 knights a3 squires, wore chains of gold of the 
ist sumptuous kind. Even boys wore doublets of 
[, satin, and velvet ; and almost all, especially in 
; courts of princes, had points at the toes of their 
KS a quarter of an ell lung and upwards, which 
ij now called pouiainti. Paradin is still ma^ 
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descriptive on the subject of shoes. " The men," he 
says, *' wore shoes with a point before* half a foot 
lon^ ; the richer and more eminent personages wore 
them a foot, and princes two feet long^, which was 
the most ridiculous thinff that ever vras seen ; and 
when men became tired of these pointed shoes» which 
were called poulaines, they adopted others in their 
stead denominated duck-bills, having a bill or beak 
before, of four or five fingers in length. Aflerwards, 
assuming a contrary fashion, they wore slippers so 
very broad in front as to exceed the measure of a 
good foot." p. 271. 

In the third year of Edward's reign he endeavoured 
to check some of these extravagances, and an act 
was promulgated, by which cloth of gold, cloth of 
silk of a purple colour, and fur of sables, were pro- 
hibited to all knights under the estate of lords. Ba- 
chelor knights were forbidden to wear cloth of velvet 
upon velvet, unless they were knights of the Garter ; 
and simple esquires or gentlemen were restricted 
from the use of velvet, damask, or figured satin, or 
any counterfeit resembling such stuffs, except they 
possessed a yearly income to the value of a hundred 
pounds, or were attached to the king's court or 
household. 

The richer furs were also forbidden to any persons 
who were not in the enjoyment of forty pounds yearly 
income; and girdles of gold, silver, or silver gilt, or 
any way ornamented with such materials, were also 
forbidden to them. 

No one under the estate of a lord was permitted to 
wear the indecently-short jackets, gowns, &c. men- 
tioned by Monstrelet, or pikes or poleines to his 
shoes and boots exceeding two inches in length. No 
yeoman, or person under tlie degree of a yeoman, was 
allowed bolsters, or stuffing of wool, cotton, or cadiSf 
in his purpoint or doublet under a penalty of six 
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■hillingaaild e^bt-pence fine and forfeiture KWirded; 
and toeverjtailor naliJQg luch Khort or itufied dressea, 
oraboemaker orcobbler manufacturing inch long^toed 
■boet for unprivileged persona, Stow adds, the pain 
of cursing by the clergy for tbe latter offence, as well 
as the forfeit of twenty sbillings; one noble to the 
king, another to the cordwainera of London, and the 
third to the chamber of London ". 

A-similar statute was passed in the twenty-second 
year of Edward IV., when the former statutes were 
repealed, and woollen cloth manufactured out of the 
king's dominions was strictly prohibited lo all personi 
under tbe nnk of nobility. The lord mayor of 
London ranked as a knight bachelor; and the re- 
carder and aldermen of London, the mayors, baiii^, 
Ac. of all cities, towns, shire towns, boroughs, cinque> 
ports, and the barons of the same, ware permiit«d 
tbe use of apparel allotted to esquires and gentlemen 
having posMuions to Ibe wmiuil unount of farly 
pounds. 




The collar of suns and roses, to which was some- 
times appended the white lion of the house of March, 
was given by Edward IV. to his adherents, and is seen 
on many of the effigies of this period. It is here en- 
graved as seen on the effigy of the Countess of Arun- 
del at Arundel (fig. a), and that of Sir John Crosby 
la the church of Great St. Helen's, London (fig. A). 
In both instances the ornament or figure appended Is 

>* Chfnicle, p,419. 
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: destroyed, but the remains of it attached ^ to Sir J. 
Crosby's collar bear evidence to its having been the 
representation of some animal, if not the lion of March. 
The suns and roses of the other collar are linked 
by the Arundel badges of oak leaves. 




Catqaftel. of the reign of Edward IV., in the Meyriek eolleotion. 
THE MILITARY HABIT 

presents us with few striking novelMes. Very glo- 
^ bular breast-plates, immense elbow-pIaites» and large 
tuilles (only. one for each thigh) terminating in ai' 
sharp angle, are characteristic of. this reign, but. they 
are not universal. The sollerets were still enor- 
mously long and pointed, in accordance with the 
piked shoes of the time. The steel pikes, however, 
retained the old name of cracowes, while those of 
the boots and shoes were new christened pouleines. 
Helmets appear little worn except for tournaments, 
and the visored salade is the general head-piece of 
knights in battle, sometimes surmounted by a wreath 
and crest. The morion first appears in this reign. 
The skull-caps of steel, called casqveteh and cope^ 
' lines yi\\h the large oval ear-pieces, are frequent, and 
the gorget and apron of chain-mail are indented or 
escalloped at the edges. The surcoat and j upon are 
seldom seen, but a tabard of arms, worn loose like 
the herald's, occasionally supplies their place. ^I'he 
military belt is still worn, and the jazerine jacket 
and nearly all the armour of the preceding reign 
may be found in ^lumination^ of. the present. 



KDWARD ir« 305 

The shield is without alteration. Halberts are 
first mentioned about this period, though the name 
belonged to the earliest pole-axe, which the Ger- 
mans called alle-barde or cleave-all. The votUge, 
a variety of the glaive or guisarme, and the genetaire 
or janetaire, a kind of Spanish lance, are added to 
the catalogue of offensive weapons, and the hand-gun 
became common. Swords and bucklers are §rst 
assigned to archers in this reign. Chanfrons, with 
spikes projecting from them, were adopted about 
1467. Spurs as before. 

Orose, on. the authority of a MS. in the British 
Museum, says that, in the year 1471, Edward IV. 
landed at Ravenspurg in Yorkshire, having among 
his troops three hundred Flemings armed with hange- 
guns, which, if not a corrupted reading for hand-guns, 
may have been so called from a long hasp of iron 
generally affixed to them^ and by which they might be 
hung at the girdle. 

THE COSTUME OP THE LADIES 

of the reign of Edward IV. is no whit behind that of 
their lords in extravag^ce or splendour. Monstre- 
let^tells us that, about the year 1467, the ladies left 
off the fashion of wearing tails to their gowns, and in 
their room substituted borders of lettice and marten 
skins, or of velvet and other materials, as wide and 
sometimes wider than a whole breadth of the stuff. 
They wore on their heads round caps, gradually di- 
minishing to the height of half an ell, or three quar- 
ters, as some had them with loose kerchiefs atop, 
hanging down sometimes as low as the ground. 
They began to wear their girdles of silk much larger 
than they were accustomed to do, with the clasps more 
sumptuous, and collars or chains of gold about their 
necks much quainter than before C' ^^^^ ^^OkVCkV^* 
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inent")i &i><l in b greater variety. Paradin says the 
ladiea ornamented their heads with certain rolls of 
linen" pointed like Bleeples, generally half, andsome- 
timea three quarters of an ell in height ThcGe were 
called by aome, great bntterfliea, from having two large 
winge on each aide resembling those of that inaecL 
'Die high cap was covered with a fine piece of lawn 
hangingdown to the ground, the greater part of whicb 
was tucked under the arm. The ladies of a middle 
rank wore caps of cloth, consisting of several breadths 
or bands twisted round the head, with two wing* on 
the aides like ape's ears ; others again, of a higher 
condition, wore caps of velvet lulf a yard high, 
which in these days would appear v<ry strange and 





unseemly. It is not an easy. matter, continues the 
author, to give a proper description in writing of the. 
different fashions in the dresses of the ladies, and he 
refers the readers to the ancient lapeslry and painted 
glaaa, in which they may see them more perfectly re- 
presented. ''To Ihese he might have added,'' says 
Mr. Strutt, " the illuminated MSS., wherein they are 
frequently enough to be met with ;" but his readers 
might have satisfied themselves still more completely, 
as indeed ours may do, by a glance at the costume 
ot Noimandy. The peasantr; of £lau<ia> C^^, 
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Caux, &c., to this day wear the identical steeple 
caps with the butterflies' wings that, three hundred 
and sixty years ago, towered upon the heads of the 
gentle dames of Paris and London. The evanescent 
caprice of some high-born fair has given a national 
costume to the paysannes of Normandy, who have 
reverently copied for nearly four centuries the head- 
dress worn by their mothers before them. 

Addison, in the Spectator, has a pleasant letter on 
this subject, comparing the steeple head-dress to the 
commode or tower of his day ; and, following Paradin, 
he says, *' The women might possibly have carried this 
Gothic building much higher had not a famous monk, 
Thomas Conecte by name, attacked it with great zeal 
and resolution. This holy man travelled from place 
to place to preach down this monstrous commode ; 
and succeeded so well in it that, as the magieians sa- 
crificed their books to the flames upon the preaching 
of an apostle, many of the women threw down' their 
head-dresses in the middle of his sermon, and made a 
bonfire of them within sight of the pulpit. He was 
so renowned, as well for the sanctity of his life as his 
manner of preaching, that he had often a congrega- 
tion of twenty thousand people, the men placing 
themselves on the one side of his pulpit, and the wo- 
men on the other, that appeared (to use the simili- 
tude of an ingenious writer) like a forest of cedars 
with their heads reaching to the clouds. He sq 
warmed and animated the people against this mon- 
strous ornament that it lay under a kind of persecu- 
tion, and, whenever it appeared in public, was pelted 
down by the rabble, who flung stones at the persons 
that wore it. But notwithstanding this prodigy 
vanished while the preacher was amongst them, it 
began to appear again some months after his de- 
parture ; or, to tell it in Monsieur Paradin's own 
words^ — the women that, like^ snails in a fright, had 



dhkWn in ihhit horti^^ dhot thefn oitt sigain as soon 
aft lh« danger was over^*." 

In A MS. cbpy of Froissairt, in the Harleian IA» 
htify,' tL vfBggiih illumihator has ridiculed the i^teepltt 
cap -and its appttida^ by dtawing in the margin a 
swine waikin^^ upon stilts, and playing the harp ^ its- 
head being decorated ader the prevailing fashion. By 
the sumptuary laws of this reign the wives of esquires 
and gentlemen, knights bachelors and knights under 
the rank of lord, unless they were knights of the 
Garter^ were forbidden to wear cloth of gold, velvet 
upon velvet, furs of sable, or any kind of corses 
worked witli gold, and to the former was forbidden 
the use of figured satins, and even of stuffs made in 
imitation of it, or of the finer cloths of velvet or gold. 
The wives of persons not having the yearly value of 
forty pounds, and widows of less possession, their 
daughters, &c. were forbidden to wear gii'dles orna- 
mented with gold, silver, or gilt work, or any corse 
of silk made out of the realm, or any coverchief ex- 
ceeding a certain price^ or the furs of martens, foynes, 
and lettice, with a variety of minor prohibitions. The 
word corse is said by Strutt to mean here the corset 
or stays, it being derived from the French corps; 
and a pair of stays, consequently called at first a pair 
of bodies, from whence our word 6odic(?. Something 
like a bodice certainly appears about this time, that is 
to say, the body of the dress is visibly laced in front 
over a sort of stomacher, as in Switzerland and many 
parts of the Continent to this day ; but any kind of 
" corses worked with gold," we take simply to mean 
any kind of bodies (of gowns) so embroidered, and 
not a corset or pair of stays, though probably their 
origin. The expression, ** any corse of silk made 
out of the realm," has, however, certainly no refer- 
ence to stays or even to the body of a gown ; for in 

*■ Spectator 98, S«e also Argeotre's VWatoue ^^^t^Vogo*^ 
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Richard III/s letter from York, quoted in page 212 
of this work, there is an order for *' one yard three 
quarters corse of silk meddled with gold," and *' as 
much black corse of silk for our spurs^* So that 
corse here seems to signify the quality of the silk 
itself. 
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Chapter XIV. 

REIGNS OF EDWARD V. AND RICHARD III., 

1483—1485. 

It seems absurd at first sight, to separate in a work of 
this description two years &om the three or four and. 
twenty preceding or following them, merely because- 
two mbnarchs during that short period sat upon the 
throne of England ; but so great a change in costume 
followed the accession of Henry YII. that it would, 
be perplexing to join these reigns to his, and there 
SLre sufficient variations in the dress of Richard III/s 
time from that of his brother Edward's to warrant 
our allotting '* the crooked back tyrant," as he has 
been unfairly called, a chapter to himself, his unfor* 
tunate nephew being only named pro forma. 

Of Richard III. there is no authentic representa- 
tion existing. His monumental effigy, carved by order 
of Henry YIL, was broken to pieces at the dissolution 
of the monasteries in the reign of Henry YIII., and 
the portrait on wood, in his majesty's possession, as 
well as those which adorn the walls of the meeting- 
room of the Society of Antiquaries, are supposed to 
have been painted during the reign of Henry VII., 
and .whether from recollection, fancy, or from some 
portrait for which Richard had sat, and which is 
now lost or mislaid, no documents remain to satisfy 
us. They must therefore be considered equivocal 
testimony as to features, and in point of costume, 
being merely heads with caps on them, they are of 
little value to our present purpose. 
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Of the 

CORONATION ROBES 

of Richard we have a detailed account ia a book, to 
which is prefixed an indenture, witnessing " that Piers 
Courteys, the king's wardrober, hathe taken upon 
him to purvey by the 3d day Juyell next coming the 
parcels ensying agaynst the coronation of our Sove- 
reigne Lorde." We therein find that the day before 
his coronation he was to ride from the Tower to 
Westminster in a doublet and stomacher of blue cloth 
df gb1d» *' wroght with netts and pyne apples ^" a long 
gowb of purple velvet furred with ermine, and a pair 
df short gilt spurs. On the day of the coronation be 
appears to have Worn two complete sets of robes, one 
df crimson Velvet embroidered with gold and furred 
with kniniver pure, the other of purple velvet furred 
With ermine; his sabatons (shoes) covered with 
orimsori tissue cloth of gold ; his hose were of crim- 
floti satin, as were also the shirt, coat, sufcoat, mantle, 
and hood in which he was anointed, previously to 
putting on the last Symbols of royalty. During that 
part of the cerentony he also wore a tabard, ** like 
unto a dalmatica df white sarcenet," and a coif made 
of lawn, which, being put on his head after the unction. 
Was to be worn for the space of eight days. Two 
hats of estate are also ordered with the round rolli 
behind and the beeks (beaks or peaks) before. 

Richard's wardrobe was at all times magnificently 
furnished; he and the Duke of Buckingham being 
ilotorious for their love of dress and finery. A man- 
date 6tiU exists amongst the Harleian MSS. sent 
from York by Richard to the keeper of his wardrobe 
in London, August 81, 1483, wherein he specifies 
the costly habits iti which he was desirous of exhibit- 

^ This pattern is frequently s^en ia illuminations of the fifteenth 
aad stxte^aih centuries, * 
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ing himself to his northern subjects, with a descrip- 
tive detail,' which, as Mr. Sharon Turner justly re- 
marks, we should rather look for from the fop that 
annoyed Hotspur than from the stern and warlike 
Rkhard III. 

From this and the other document before quoted 
we may acquire a general knowledge of the robes 
and habits of 

THE NOBILITY. 

They consisted of hose or long stockings (the Nor- 
man chausstSs, in fact) tied by points, as the laces 
were called, to the doublet, which was sometimes 
open in front, about halfway down the breast, show- 
ing a placard or stomacher, over which it was laced 
like a peasant's bodice. This was a fashion just in- 
troduced. Over the doublet was worn either a long 
or a short gown, according to fancy or circumstances ; 
the former hanging loose, the latter full of plaits be- 
fore and behind, but plain at the sides, and girdled 
tightly about the waist. These upper vestments had 
sleeves of various descriptions, very full and hashed 
in front, so as to let the arm through, or cut open 
at the elbow behind, and showing the sleeve of the 
doublet or even of the shirt, the doublet being slashed 
also and laced across for ornament's sake merely. 

Small caps, or '* boneti^* as they are called, the 
French word btmet (bonnet) becoming naturalized, 
we believe, about this period, of various shapes, but 
principally round and fitting the head closely, with 
rolls of fur round them, or the lining simply turned- 
up, and a feather at the back or at the side, sometimes 
jewelled up the stem, formed the general head-dress; 
but the hood and tippet were also worn. 

Boots reaching to the middle of the thigh and 
turned over with straps, like the modern Xx^'^-Xyi^Q^^ 
are frequently seen in illuminations ot V\iv^ ^^^ttf^^ 
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'with \6ng spurs and enormously ]ong*pointed toeSf 
and a sort of clog fastened by a strap over the instep^ 
or merely by the pressure of two small side-pieces, is 
seen vyihg : in length with the toes of the hose or 
chaussds above it. 

The hair was worn extremely bushy behind and at 
the sides, as in the preceding reign. 

The materials of which the gowns, doublets, &Ci 
were made were splendid ; of course, in proportion to 
the fancy of the wearer. We will not say the rank 
or the means, for the sumptuary laws continually 
quoted have proved that, then as now, the ibily of 
dressing beyond both was but too common in Engf 
land. Richard writes for his short gowns of crimson 
cloth of gold ; '* that one with droppue^ and that other 
tvith nett, lined with green velvet ;" gowns of green 
velvet and green sattin ; placards and stomachers df 
purple and green sattin; doublets of purple and 
tawney sattin, lined with galand cloth and outlined 
with buske ; '* a cloke, with a cape of violet ingrained, 
the both lined with black velvet ;'' and he had also a 
long gown of purple cloth of gold, wrought with 
garters and roses, and lined with white damaski 
which was the gifl of the queen. 

The poor young prince, by right King Edward V.) 
received for the ceremony of the coronation of his 
usurping uncle a short gown, made of two yards aild 
three quarters of crimson cloth of gold, lined with 
black velvet ; a long gown of the same stuff, lined 
with green damask; a shorter gown, made of two 
yards aiid a quarter of purple velvet, lined with green 
damask ; a stomacher and doublet, made of two yards 
of black satin; besides two footcloths, a bonet of 
purple velvet, gilt spurs, and magnificent apparel for 
his henchmen or pages. 

To all the officers of state and to the principal 

nobility cloths of gold and silver, scarlet clothi and 

siJk§ ofvanouB colours weit c^mu. «& \\N«K\t% maei^iN 
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quisites. To " the Duke of Bukks" (Buckingham), 
who stands first, eight yards of blue cloth of gold, 
wrought with " droops," eight yards of black velvet, 
and twelve yards of crimson velvet were delivered as 
a special gift from the king. 

The henchmen or pages of the king and queen 
wore doublets or^een satin, long gowns of crimson 
velvet lined with white sarcenet, and black bonnets. 
The kings had also provided for them long gowns of 
white cloth of gold and doublets of crimson satin. 

We might fill pages with similar extracts from this 
book of the wardrober, but we have extracted as 
much as is necessary for our present purpose, and 
refer the curious reader to the document itself for the 
description of the horserfumiture, embroideries for 
banners, pennons, canopies, &c. and all the pomp 
and circumstance of the gorgeous ceremony amidst 
which Richard assumed a crown he had no right to 
wear, and lost, with his lifie, in twenty-six months 
from the date of his usurpation. 

THE ARMOUR 

of thi« period was most splendid. The pauldrons 
almost assumed the appearance of the lattir pass 
guards ; the knee and elbow pieces were much larger, 
g«nerally fan-shaped, and of most elaborate work- 
manship. The effigy of Sir Thomas Peyton is a fine 
specimen of the knightly harness of Richard IIl.'s 
yeign. (Vide engraving ovpr leaf.) When covered 
it was by the tabard of arms, as in the reign of 
Edward lY. Richard, in bi^ letter from York^ 
^^pressly orders "three coats of arms, beaten with 
fine gold, for our own person*** The salade and 
the hausse-col, or gorget of steel, was still worn, 
the former surmounted by the knight's chapeau 
9iid cr^est, or» as in the preceding ie\&^iv^> ^vittQiw\w^«^ 
\>y • wyalA of tH irearer's colouta, mV\i ^ l«».>^<^x "^ 
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Sir Tkomii Feyhtii. from hi) <%r in Iilabam ChorcL, CambHdainbin- 

the side. The sBlade or John, the first Howard, 
Duke of Norrotk, is so oroamenttd in a painting on 
glaw in the possession of his Grace the present 
Duke, and which has been engraved by Mr. Willi' 
roent, author of the ' Royal Heraldry,' &c. Richard, 
on his great seal, is represented with an additional 
cap over the chapeau. surrounded by the crown wid 
surmounted by the lion. The crown of ornament 
which he wore at Bosworth was found, it will be re- 
membered, in & bush, and brought to the victor upon 
the field. It had probably been struck from (be 
chapeau in the melt!e. 

The tilling shield is still more fanlutic in shape, 
and the war-shield has b«come almost pentaagnlar. 
' The sword is belted so as to hang almoat in lionti 
nad the dagger is attached as vnwaX X.o ^ vt^\.Ui{. 
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Leathern jacks, jazerine jackets, and short linen 
or cToth doublets, the latter generally white, with St 
George's cross upon them, with long hose, are the 
general habits of thearchers, bill-men, and guisarmiers; 
their head-piece also being the salade, or a round 
iron pot-helmet or skull-cap. 
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THE FEMALE C 

presents us with a new-f&shioned head-dress. The 
high caps have disappeared, and (he hair is entirely 
confined in a cap or caul of gold net or embroidered 
stuffs, projecting horizontally from the back of the 
head, and covered by a kerchief of the finest texture, 
stiffened out, as in the previous reign, to resemble- a 
pair of wings. Some of these keic^^KKia «,i.V'c«n>£^ 
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large, and paved or chequered with gold; < 
are simply transparent, and scarcely exceed th 
of the caul. The ^wn remains as before, witb 
oyer collars, and cuffs of fur or velvet. In 
dresses the ermined Jaclfet or waistcoat is stiU 
with a kirtle and mantle, and the hair is permitl 
fall in natural ringlets down the shoulders. '. 
the queen of Richard III., wore, the day befoi 
coronation, a kirtle and mantle of white cloth ol 
trimmed with Venice gold, and furred with em 
the mantle being additionally "garnished with s( 
annulets of silver gilt and gylL" Her coronation 
like her husband's, were composed — the first 
crimson velvet, furred with miniver; and the e 
of purple velvet, furred with enpine; her shoea 
of crimson tissue cloth of gold. 
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Chapter XV, 
REIGN OF HENRY VIL, 1485—1509. 

AT-len«:th ^e have emei^ed into the bro£ld light of 
day. The pencils of Holbein, of Rubens, and Van- 
dyke will henceforth speak Tolumes to the eye, and 
lighten the labours of the pen. With this reign we 
bid ddieuto niohumental effigies and illuminated MSS. 
Not without gratitude, however, for the services' they 
have rendered us through ages of darkness and 
difficulty — ^through scenes of barbaric magnificence, 
which, however dimly they have been shadowed forth, 
have yet considerably illustrated the periods of their 
action, and which must either have remained in 
'* total eclipse — no sun, no moon'* existing — no gleam 
but the imperfect and perplexing one of written de- 
scription, or rather accidental allusion in obscure and 
obsolete language, frequently capable of twenty differ- 
ent interpretations. 

The portraits of Henry VII. ind his family^ by 
Holbein, are too well known to be engraved for tiiis 
work ; but the kindness of the present possessor of 
the Sutherland Clarendon enables us to illustrate 
this chapter with a print from a tracing of a small 
and beautiful painting of Henry on vellum, of earlier 
date, and which originally formed part of a most 
curious collection of authentic cotemporary portraits 
of the principal sovereigns and nobles of the fifteenth 
and suLteetith centuries, purchased a few years ago in 
Paris, by Mr. Dominic Colnaghi. Vide frontispiece 
to this work. 

" At the close of the fifteenth century," says Strutt, 
*' the dress of the English was exceedingly fantastical 
and absurd) insomuch that it was e^eti d\^^\s\\. Nn 
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distinguish one sex from the other." This complaint 
is us old as the Conquest ; but it is perhaps particu- 
larly borne out at this period by the application of 
terms to various articles of male apparel nhich our 
ears are accustomed to as indicative of woman's gear. 
In a MS. of this date, called the Boke of Curtasye, 
the chamberlain is commaaded to provide against his 
master's uprising "a clene sherte and breche, apeUy 
cotte, a doublette, a long cotte, a domacker, hys hozen, 
hys socks, and hys schoen ;" and the authorof the Bok« 
of Kervynge, quoted by Strutt, suys to a like person- 
age, " warme your soverayne his petticolle, his doub' 
lett, and his stomacher, and then put on hys hozen, 
and then hys schone or slyppers, then stryten up his 
tiozen mannerly, and tye them up, then lace his 
doublet hole by hole," &c. 




Fig- a, fnra H«)Bi«n US. *»»; S, fniD RayH m. 19, C. S, ddtd 11«C 
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This sort of habit, Howevet", was worn only by tlie 
nobility. In Barclay's Ship of Fooles of the Worlde, 
printed by Fynson a. d. 150S, may be found several 
notices of the dress of the day. Mention is made of 
some who had their necks 

*' Chained with collars and chaines 
In golden withes, their fingers full of rings, 
Their necks naked almost unto the raines, 
Their sleeves blazing like unto a crane's wings." 

And others are called on to *'come neare" with theif 
shirts " bordered and displayed in forme of surplois."' 

Shirts bordered with lace, and curiously adorned 
with needlework, continued a long time in use 
amongst the nobility and gentry. A shirt that be- 
longed to Arthur, Prince of Wales, the eldest-born 
son of Henry VII., made of long lawn, with very 
full sleeves, and beautifully embroidered with blue 
silk round the collar and wristbands> is now in the 
possession o^ John Gage, Esq., one oiihe directors 
of the Society of Antiquaries. 

The elegant fashion of slashing makes its appear- 
ance about this time, . and the opening of the sleeve 
at the elbdw, first observable in the costumes of the 
reign of Edward IV., has introduced another curious 
fancy, the complete division of the sleeve into two 
or more pieces, and their attachment to each other 
by meati^ of poitits or laces through which the shirt 
is seen puffisd and protruding^. 

The hood is now rapidly disappearing. Broad felt 
hats or caps, ahd bonnets of velvet, fur, and other 
materials, with a profusion of party-coloured plumes 
projecting sideways, or drooping in graceful negligence 
over the should^, have b^ine general towards the 
close of this feign amongst the great and gay. .These 

^ The upper parts of the hosen are also occasionally slashed and 
puffed, or embroidered and coloured differently to the lower por« 
tioas — aa indication of tbi^ir approaching aepax^lvoti. 

\5^ 
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hats and caps, mruiy of them with embaltled or 
escalloped edges, are worn so much on one side as 
to discover on the uther a coDsiderEible portion of aa 
under cap of gold network, or embroidered velvet, 
fitting close to tlie head. The large plumed cap is 
frequently slung behind the back as an ornament, 
and the head surmounted, for we cannot say covered, 
by one about the size of a bfue-coat boy's, or by the 
gold net before mentioned. One cap, peculiar to this 
period, is still visible upon the heads of the knavesin 
our playing cards ; and a pack of cards in the pos- 
session of Francis Douce, Esq., E-S.A., engraved 
and printed about this period, prolably by Marten 
Sclioen, a celebrated German artist, who died in 
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1523, exhibits some curious and elegant costume of 
the close of the fifteenth century. 

The shoes were now worn as absurdly broad at 
the toes as they were previously peaked or pointed. 
The new fashion is said to have commenced in Flan- 
ders about 1470. Paradin says that the two-feet 
loner poulaines were succeeded by shoes denominated 
duck-bills, the toes being so shaped, but still four or 
five fingers in length ; and that afterwards they 
assumed a contrary fashion, wearing slippers so very 
broad in front as to exceed the measure of a good foot. 

The hair was worn enormously long and flowing — 
a return, in fact, to the fashion of Henry I.'s time. 
The face was still closely shaved, soldiers and old 
men only wearing moustaches or beards. 

The first mention of a collar of the garter occurs 
iu this reign. The mantle, kirtle, hood, and collar, 
are stated, sub anno twenty-seven of Henry VJI., as 
composing the whole habit of the order sent to Philip, 
King of Castile ; and a collar is seen on the effigy 
of Sir Giles Daubeny, whadied in that year. The 
whole dress was now of purple velvet, lined with 
white silk, sarcenet, or taffeta, and no longer em- 
broidered With garters. 

THE ARMOUR 

of the time of Henry VII. will perhaps be best under- 
stood from the engraving in p. 224. The breast-plate 
is globular, and of one piece, as in the time of 
Edward; IV., but beautifully fluted, as are air the 
other pieces except the jambs. The sollerets are 
widened at the toes in accordance with the new 
fashion of the shoes, the armour invariably taking its 
general form from the civil costume of the day. The 
helmet assumes the form of the head, having move- 
able lames or. plates ut the back to guard thQ nAC>k^ 



BRITISH COSTUME. 




FlaM nit of tbi niEB oT Hnt; TIL. ia tit Me^rlok »UKt<«. 

and yet allow the head to be thrown back with eaw, 
as seen in the casquetel ortherdg;nsorHeiiry VI. and. 
Edward IV. It opened to receive the head by throw- 
ing up the mentonniere, or lower part that guarded 
the chin and throat, as well as the visor which turned 
. upofi the sable screw. ToWitrds the latter eud of this' 
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reign the panache, whicli had first appeared on the 
apex of the bascinets of Henry V.'s time, was changed 
for the plume^ inserted in a pipe affixed for the 
purpose to the back of the helmet, just above the 
neck-plates, and instead of consisting of at most but 
three, was now composed of a profusion of mag- 
nificent feathers that streamed down the shoulders 
almost to the crupper of the horse (vide page 241) ; 
and instead of the tassets and tulles, a new feature in 
armour called the ^am6o^«, from the French lambeaux^ 
a sort of petticoat of steel in imitation of the puckered 
skirts or petticoats of cloth or velvet worn at this 
time, was introduced, for the better understanding of 
which we shall refer our readers to the next chapter. 
The pass guard was introduced during this reign, 
being plates rising perpendicularly upon the shoulders 
to ward off the thrust or blow of a weapon at the 
side of the neck. The tabard was still worn occa- 
sionally. Henry VII. is represented on his great 
seal in an emblazoned one, but it became rarer as the 
armour was made more splendid ; and not only 
fluted suits, but some that are ribbed and exqui- 
sitely engraved, made their appearance during this 
reign. 

The tilting helmet was oval-shaped, but presenting 
a salient angle in front, and was surmounted, as 
before, with the orle, or chaplet and crest. 

The shield was pentangular, or square and con- 
cave, and of various other fantastic shapes. 

The sword tapers to a point, and has a ridge down 
the centre on both sides of the blade. 

The halberd, which is first mentioned in the reign 
of Edward IV., is now a weapon in common use, and 
halberdiers appear for the first time amongst the 
English infantry. 

As the hand-gun or cannon was first generally 
known in England during the reign of Edward lY*^ 
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the next improvement in fire-arms, that bf jdacin^ a 
^oH of lock to the iron tiibe with a cock to hold the 
match suggested by the cross-bow, and A^iti that 
circumstance tailed the £irc-a-bouch6 or arc-a-bousa, 
corrupted into arquebus, wad familiarized to the En(^- 
lish by Henry Vll., who, on establishihg iHe bddy 
of yeonleh of the guard in 1485, al-med half of them 
with bows and ari-ows, and the other half wiUl drqu^- 
blisses. This cdck was alsd called the serpentine, 
being in the form of the letter S reversed, a,rid tiirti- 
ing on a pivot in the centre ; so that the upper jf^ri 
which held the match t^as brdugtit doWii Upon the 
pan by pushing back the under. Hans feurgmair's 
plates of the tnumph of the £]mperor Maximiliart I., 
represent the appearance and eqiiipmeilt of the Kar- 
quebusbiers at the commencement of the sixteenth 
cehtiiry; suspended from their necks are powder- 
flasks of a circular form, or powder-horns. They have 
a bullet-bag at the right hip, and a sword at the l^ft, 
while they carry the match-cOrd in their hands. 
Their armour consists of a back and breasi-plate, 
pieces for the arms and thighs, and chain-mail 
gorgets for the neck. 

THE FEMALE COSTUME 

of this period has been in many points familiarised 
to the sight of our readers, by the modern French 
and English fashions within the last few years. The 
large full sleeves confined at intervals fi'om the elbow 
to the wrist, or worn ** en blouse,** as the Parisians 
called lU and dehbtninated bishop's sleeves in Lon- 
don: the small waists, the gowns cut square at 
the neck, with stomachers, belts, and buckles, or 
rich girdles with long pendants in front, and hats 
and feathers similar to many still to be seen nightly 
at the opera, have all been borrowed from the ladies' 




dress of the reigns of Henry VII.' Its obsolete 
characteristics were slashes in the sleeves; the caps 
and cauls of gold net or embroidery, jfrom beneath 
which the hair escaping hung down the shoulders 
half way to the (p-ound'; the divided sleeves con- 
nected by points like 'those of the men described in 
p. 221 ; andahead'dresslike acapuchon turned back, 
of which several varieties are to be seen in paintings 

* Vide Hans Burgmair's prints, auil the portrait of Joan of Ate 
ip the town-house of OrJesni, paiDted about 1490. 

' Vide figures (and d. This fashion appears tDh9,ve been con- 
tinned from the earliest period! to the lelgn of Henry VII. it 
coronations or state nuptial). Elizabeth, the queen of Henry VII. 
*ore herfBirjellow hair hanging down plain behind her back with 
".> nlleof pipes over iu" Vide Leluid'a Account of her Splendid 
CofonUiOD. 
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and illuminations of this period, particularly in it^ 
portrait of Elizabeth, Queen of Henry VII., by Uc^y 
bein, and of Margaret; Countess of Richmond, Im^* 
mother, who died in 1509 \ Elizabeth, the day pr< 
ceding her coronation, appeared in a state dres 
having a mantle of white cloth of gold damask furre< 
with ermines fastened on her breast, with a larg^ 
lace curiously wrought with gold and silk, with ric. 
knoppes of gold at the end tasselled. Cotton. Mr 
Julius, B. xii. 

Skelton, the poet laureat of Henry VII., has letr ^ 
us a humorous description of Eleanor Humming, ^^ 
noted hostess of his time, and her dress may be con. — 
sidered a pretty good model of the attire of female ^s 
in humble life. 

" In her forrM fiocket^ 
And grey russet rocket) 
Her duke of Lincoln green ; 
It had been her's I weene 
More than forty yeare, 
And so it doth appeare. 
And the grene bare threads 
Look like sea-weeds, 
Withered like hay, 
The wool worn away ; 
And yet I dare say, 
She thinks herself gay, 

* Engraved in Lodge's lUustrious Portraits. This latter is ^^ 
djeed a similar sort of hood or capuchon to that now worn by ^"^ 
women of the Pays de Basque ; bat the earlier descriptions l^'^'^ 
like the lower part of the steeple head-dress, as if the absoli'^' 
covering for the head had been preserved, when they threw a^*X 
the pinnacle that surmounted it. (Vide fig. c.) On the sides ^ 
it is an ornament also which we take to be the cloff or eio^f 
afterwards mentioned in describing the mourning dresses. At the 
close of the sixteenth century we l^nd the clog or clock removC" 
to the stocking which it still adorns. 



Upon a holydty, 

When she doth amy, 

And girdeth in her gates, 

Stitched and pranked with plates, 

Her kirtle bristow red, 

With cloths upon her head, 

They w^igh a ton of lead. 

She hobbles as she goes, 

With her blanket hose, . 

Her shoone (shoes) smeared with tallow V^ 
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e writer reproaches the pride and immorality 
lergy. " Tlie bishops," says he, 

« Ryde with gold all trapped. 
In purpall and pall belapped, 
Some hatled and som ciq>pyd^ 
Richly and warm wrapped. 
God wotte to their grete paynes 
In rochetts of fyne reynes, (i. e. cloth of Reilfies,) 
Whyte as Mary's mjlk. 
And tabards of fyne sylk, . 
And styroppes with gold beglozyd.** 

US almost to have paraphrased the complaints 
ce Ploughman and Chaucer in the fourteenth 
. " The three-cornered caps of popish priests" 
her the reformation frequently the objects of 
I and reprobation. 



Harleian, lib. 7333. We confess our ignorance of the 
apparel meant by the word (htke in the third line of this 
, Query, heuke, a mantle before mentioned. 
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At the close nf t^e iifleentii century, the superfluous 
usage of cloth and the vast eiipenses iocurred at the 
funenU of tht nobility and gentry occaaioned Uie 

Stromulgktion of «d edict, by which the habits and 
Iverin, ae they were called, were limited to certain 
<]uantitieB. 

Dukes and marquises were allowed sisteen yanJa 
for their gowns, slopps (i, e. mourning cassocks so 
calleil), and mantles j an earl only fourteen ; a ris- 
«ount for his gown and mantle twelve ; a baron or 
banneret, being a knight of the Garter, eight yards 
for bis govta and hood ; a knight or esquire of the 
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body SIX ; and all inferior personages five yards for 
their gowns; and the liveries for servants decreased 
proportionately, from eighteen down to two. An 
archbishop was allowed the same as a duke, and to 
this edict was added a prohibition to wear hoods to 
all persons under the degree of an esquire of the- 
king's household, except in time of need, that is to 
say, bad weather, only tippets of a quarter of a yard 
in breadth, and hoods ** with a roll sleeve over the 
head or otherwise being of that fashion,'* were for- 
bidden to all persons below the rank of a baron or 
an earl's son and heir. 

Margaret, Countess of Richmond, the mother of 
King Henry VII., issued in the eighth year of his 
reign an ordinance for ** the reformation of appareU 
for great estates of women in the tyme of mourninge :" 
wherein it is ordained that the greatest estates *' shall 
have their surcottes with a trayne before and another 
behynde, and their mantles with traynes," *' the 
greatest estate to wear them longest, with mantles 
and tippets," and ** that bekes be no more used in 
any manner of wyse because of the deformetye of the 
same*." The queen is to wear a surcoat with '* the 
traynes" as aforesaid, ** a playne hoode without 
clockes, and a tippet at the hood lying a good length 
upon the trayne of the mantell, being in breadth a 
nayle and an inche ;" and afler the first quarter of a 
year the hood may be lined with black satin or furred 
with ermine, and all ladies down to the degree of a 
baroness are to wear similar mourning, with the 
tippets and trains shorter, and to be barbed above 
the chin. 

* What these " bekes" may have been we cannot discover by 
an examination of the mourning dresses in earlier illuminations. 
Throughout the MS. of the fifteenth century, mourners are repre- 
sented closely enveloped in long black cloaks and cowls, but 
nothing like a beak or peak is visible. 
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' Baronesses were to wear surcoats without trains, 
and mantles '* accordinge ;*' and lords' daughters and 
knights' wives, surcoats with ''meatlye traynes/' 
but no mantles, hoods without clockes, and tippets 
only a yard and a half long, " to be pynned upon the 
arme." These estates are to wear the barbe under 
their throats. 

The inferior gentry to wear sloppes and coat* 
hardies, hoods with clockes, and tippets a yard long 
and an inch broad, pinned upon the side of the hood. 
All chamberers and other persons, hoods with clockes, 
and no manner of tippets to be found about them. 
The barbe too was to be worn by them below the 
'* throat goyll," or gullet, that is, the lowest part of 
the throat. 

The surcoat with the train before and behind, the 
barbe above the chin, and the hood with the long 
tippet, all as worn by the highest nobility, are visible 
enough in the figures given herewith. The front 
train, it will be perceived, was tucked through and 
fell over the girdle. 






1 






233 



Chaptee XVI, 

^GNS OF HENRY VIII., EDWARD VI., AND MARY, 

1509—1558. 



HEION OF HENRY YIII., 1^09 — 1547, 

It was unnecessary to engrave the portraits of at 
least the two first of these sovereigns. The images 
of*' BhiffKing Hal" and his son Edward are amongst 
the earliest recollections of our childhood. The first 
"picture books,*' illustrative of English history, con- 
tain their " livelie effigies," handed down from the 
woodcuts of their own time ; while all the previous 
monarchs are like the visioned line of Banquo, ima^ 
ginary creations, with so strong a family resemblance 
even in their dresses, that we may exclaim with Maq^ 
beth, the 

" Other gold-bound brow is like the firsts 
A third is like the former. 
Why do you show me this ?" 

The time is fest arriving, however, when it will be 
generally acknowledged, that to stamp such false im* 
pressions upon the pliant but retentive minds of youth 
is worse than leaving it a blank altogether. To a 
child a picture is a picture, and it is as easy and 
much wiser to place the authentic instead of the fic- 
titious resemblance before it as soon as it is capable 
of being interested by either. 

The ordinary costume of King Henry himself was, 
of course, that of the nobility and gentry of his time, 
and we find it to consist of a full-skirted jacket or 
doublet, with large sleeves to. the wrist, over ^\\\s5bw. 
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is worn a short but equally full coat or cloak, with 
loose hanging sleeve^, and a broad rolling: collar of 
fur, a brimmed cap jewelled, and bordered with ostrich 
feather; stockings, and square-toed shoes; rufis or 
ruffles appear at the wrist. Soon afler his accession 
the close hose, fitting exactly to the limbs, in fact,, 
the Norman chaussc^, were again revived under the* 
still older name of trouses ; and he is described by 
Hall as wearing at a grand banquet, given at West- 
minster in the first year of his reign, a suit of 
** shorte garments, little (i. e. reaching but a little) 
beneath the pointes, of blew velvet and crymosyne, 
with long sleeves, all cut and lyned with cloth 
of gold, and the utter (outer) parts of the gar- 
mentes powdered with castles and sheafes of arrowes 
(the badges of his Queen Catherine) of fyne dokett 
(ducat) golde ; the upper part of the hosen of like 
sewte and facion; the nether parts of scarlet, pow- 
dered with tymbrelles of fine golde. On his head 
was a bonnet of damaske silver, flatte woven in the . 
stoll, and thereupon wrought with golde and ryche 
feathers in it" (Union of the Families of Lancaster' 
and York ; Life of Henry VIII., fol. 7.) Minuter 
fashions were, of course, continually being adopted 
or abandoned, and in 1542 we find an Englishman 
represented in a frontispiece to Andrew Bdrdes 
Introduction to Knowledge, with a pair of shears in 
his hand and a bundle of cloth, as undetermined 
which of the prevailing modes to follow. 

In the twenty-fourth year of his reiga Henry 
passed a sumptuary law confinihg the use or the furs 
of black genets to the royal family, and furs of sables 
to the nobility above the rank of a viscount. No* 
person under the degree of a knight of the Garter 
might wear crimson or blue velvet or embroiderecT 
apparel, broched or guarded with goldsmith's work,- 
excepting the sons and heirs of barons and knights,^ 
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who were permitted to use crimson velvet and tinsel 
in their doublets. 

Velvet gownS) jackets, and coats, furs of martens, 
mixed, joined, guarded, or broidered, chains, bracelets, 
and collars of gold were forbidden to all persons pos- 
sessing less than two hundred marks per annum, ex- 
cept the sons and heirs of the privileged parties, who 
might wear black velvet doublets, coats of black 
damask, tawny- coloured russet, and camlet. 

Satin and damask gowns were confined to the use 
of persons possessing at least one hundred marks per 
annum, and the wearing of pinched shirts or plain 
shirts, garnished with gold, silver, or silk, was for- 
bidden to all persons under the rank of knighthood. 
The commonalty and serving men were confined to 
the use of cloth of. a certain price and lamb's fur 
only, and forbidden the wearing of any ornaments or 
even buttons of gold, silver, or gilt work, excepting 
the badge of their lord or master. 

From the above extract and from inventories of the 
time we learn that the shirt was pinched, i. e. plaited, 
plain, and embroidered with gold, silver, or silk. 
Amongst Henry's own apparel we find borders of 
gold for shirts, and shirts wrought and trimmed with 
black and white silk, and shirt bands of silver, with 
ruffles to the same, whereof one is *' perled (studded 
or spangled) with gold." 

.Hose, or stockings of silk are generally supposed to 
have been unknown in this country before the middle 
of the sixteenth century ; and a pair of long Spanish 
silk hose was presented as a gift worthy the accept- 
ance of a monarch by Sir Thomas Gresham to Ed- 
ward VI. ; and Howe, the continuator of Stow's 
Chronicle, adds, that Henry VIII. never wore any 
hose but such as were made of cloth. In an inven- 
tory of his apparel, however, preserved in the Har- 
leian Library, we lind mention of s^v^ral pair of 
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silk hose; one short pair of black silk and gold 
woven together, one of purple silk and Venice gold, 
woven like unto a cawl (i. e. of open or network), 
lined with blue silver sarcenet, edged with a passe-i 
main (lace) of purple silk and gold, wrought at 
Milan ; a pair of white silk and gold hose, knit, and 
sisL pair of black silk hose, knit; and in one still 
earlier, taken in the eighth year of his reign, we find 
both satin and velvet mentioned as the materials of 
which his hose were composed. Now at this period 
it is rather difficult to say whether the expression 
hose means stockings or breeches, as it was indifie- 
rently applied to each by writers of this century. Howe 
evidently means stockings only, but these richly-r 
embroidered and lined hose, mentioned in this inven- 
tory, were, ^e strongly suspect, the upper portions 
of the coverings for the legs, which we now fre-r 
quently find slashed, puffed, and embroidered dis« 
tinctly from the lower ; for the same document intra* 
duces us to the word stocking itself, and enlightens 
us as to its derivation. One of the entries runs 
thus : " a yarde and a quarter of green velvet for 
stocks to a payr of hose for the king's grace ;*' ano- 
ther, the same quantity of " purpul satin to cover the 
stooks of a payr of hose of purpul cloth of gold tissue 
for the kynge ;" and numerous others occur of cer- 
tain portions of stuff* used for *' stocky ng of hose,*' 
that is, adding the lower part that covered the legs 
and feet to that which was fastened by points to the 
doublet, the ultimate separation of which confounded 
the hose with the breeches, and left "the stocking" 
an independent article of apparel, as at the present 
day. To proceed : — these splendid hose of various 
coloured and embroidered cloths, velvets, satins, silks, 
and golden and silver stuffs were attached by points 
or laces, with tags called auglettes or aglets (i. e« 
aiguillettes) to the doublet, of equal magnificence. 
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In the earliest inventory we have quoted, after the 
enumeration of many splendid doublets, &c. for the 
king's use, we read of " a doblet of white tylsent, cut 
upon cloth of gold, embraudered, with hose to the 
same, and clasps and auglettes of golde, delivered to 
the Duke of Buckingham." 

Over the doublet was worn the jacket, now some- 
times called the jerkin, the coat, or the gown, accord- 
ing to fancy or circumstances. A dobelet, jaquet, 
and hose of blue velvet, cut upon cloth of gold, em- 
broidered, and a dobelet, hose, and jaquet of purple 
velvet, embroidered and cut upon cloth of gold, and 
lined with black satin, are entries in the inventory we 
have just quoted. 

In 1535 a jerkin of purple velvet, with purple satin 
sleeves, embroidered all over with Venice gold, was 
presented to the king by Sir Richard Cromwell, and 
another of crimson velvet, with wide sleeves of the 
like-coloured satin, is mentioned in the inventory 
before quoted. Of coats we find a great variety in 
Henry's wardrobe: long coats, short coats, demi- 
coats, riding coats, coats with bases or skirts, walking 
coats, tunic coats, and coats of leather, &c. witth 
sleeves, linings, facings, and embroideries of all de- 
scriptions ^ When Henry VIII. met Anne of Cleves 
he was habited, according to Hall, in a coat of velvet, 
somewhat made *' like difrocke, embroidered all over 
with flatted gold of damaske, with small lace mixed 
between of the same gold, and other laces of the 
same going traversewise, that the ground little ap- 
peared^ and about this garment was a rich guard or 
border, .very curiously embroidered ; the sleeves and 

^ Cassaques or cassocke coates, as they were afterwards called, 
appear at this time ; two of very rich materials occur in this last 
iaventory, and one of them had eleven buttons of gold upon the 
breast, with loops of the samej <^ b^ing of little flagonue's cheynes 
of gold." 
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the breast were cut and lined with cloth of geld, and 
tied together with great buttons of diamonds, rubies, 
end orient pearles." 

The frocke alluded to by Hall is a vestment whidi 
is frequently mentioned about this time. It was, as 
Hall says, a sort of coat, jacket, or jerkin, made hke 
them occasionally with Imses or skirts ; but Strutt 
considers that it had no sleeves : we find it of cloth 
of gold, cloth of silver, damaske, black satin, &c. Ae. 

Gowns, distinguished as long, short, half, strait, 
and loose, Turkey and Spanish, with sleeves, collars, 
capes, and aglets, and diamond and gold buttons set 
upon the sleeves, occur in great quantities ; and two 
vestments, the chammer and shamerii described by 
Hall as ** a gowne cut in the middle,*' and the 
glaudkyn^ are spoken of in the earlier inventories of 
this reign. 

Both the sleeves and the capes to the various vest- 
ments were generally separate articles added or taken 
from the body of the dress at pleasure, by the means 
of points or buttons. ** A pair of truncke sleeves of 
redde cloth of gold, with cut workes, having twelve 
pair of agletes of gold, and a pair of French sleeves 
of green velvet, richly embroidered with flowers of 
damask gold, pirl of Morisco work, with knops of 
Venice gold, cordian raised, either sleeve having dx 
small buttons of gold, and in every button a pearl, 
and the branches of the flowers set with pearlea," are 
amongst many entries of the same description ; the 
sleeves were also ruffed or ruffled at the hand, as we 
perceive in the portrait of Henry. An entry occurs 
of a pair of sleeves *' ruffed at the hande, with straw* 
berry leaves and flowers of golde, embroidered with 
black silke." They were not added to the shirt till 
the next century. Cloaks and mantles of great mag^ 
Dificence are described by Hall ; some of the former 
worn baldrick or sash-wise, so as not to conceal 
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iht splendour of the other garments. The placa;rd 
and stonaacher have been described in the last chapter; 
They seem to have been superseded by the tDaistcoat, 
which is first mentioned in the latest Inventories of 
this reign. It was worn under the doublet, and had 
deeves» and being made of rich materials, such as 
doth oif silver, quilted with black silk, **and tufied out 
with fine camerike " (cambric), must have been occa* 
aiotially visible, perhaps in consequence of the slashing 
of the upper garments, which fashion was carried to 
a great excess at this time. 

Camden, in his ' Remains,' tells a pleasant story of 
a i^oemaker of Norwich, named John Drakes, who^ 
' IB the time of Henry VIII., coming to a tailor's, and 
finding some fine French tawney cloth lying there» 
which had been sent to be made into a gown for Sir 
Philip Caltbrop, took a fancy to the colour, and or-* 
dered the tailor to buy as much of the same stufi^for 
him, «uid make him a gown of it, precisely of th< 
same fashion as the knight's, whatever that might be* 
Sir Philip, arriving some time afterwards to be mea-» 
Mired^ saw the additional cloth, and inquired who it 
belonged to. *' To John Drakes," readied the tailor^ 
^ who will have it made in the selfsame fashion as 
yours is made of." " Weil," said the knight, ** in 
good time be it ; I will have mine as full of cuts as 
thy shears can make it:" and both garments were 
finished, according to the order. The shoemaker, on 
receiving his gown slashed almost to shreds, began 
to swear at the tailor, but received for answer, '* I 
have done nothing but what you bade me ; for as Sir 
Philip Calthrop's gowne is, even so have I made 
yours." " By my latchet !" growled the shoemaker^ 
" I will never wear a gentleman's fashion again." 

Slashed shoes, and buskins of velvet and satin, 
^ith very broad round toes, and caps and bonnets of 
sundry, shapes and m$tterialsi som^ ouV^ \y>t^^^^> 
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others laden with feathers, are characteristic of this 
reign*. The chaperon or hood has quite vanished 
from the inventory of a gentleman's wardrobe, except 
those worn by official personages, knights of the 
Garter, &c. The hair had been worn exceedingly 
long during the last reign, but Henry VIII. gave 
peremptory orders for all his attendants and courtiers 
to poll their heads, and short hair in consequence 
became fashionable, and continued so for a consider- 
able time. Beards and moustaches were worn at 
pleasure. 

^; The collar and the gireat and lesser George, as at 
..-present worn, were given to the knights of the Gar- 
'' ter by King Henry VIH., who reformed the statutes 
of the order and altered the dress. " The suncdat was 
made of crimson velvet, and a flat black velvet hat 
of the fashion of the time superseded the chaperon, 
which was still however worn for ornament only, 
hung over the shoulder, and thence called the hu- 
merale ; it was of crimson velvet, the same as the 
surcoat. The lesser George was not worn before the 
thirteenth of this reign, when it hung in a gold chain 
or riband upon the breast ; and from a memorandum 
of the thirty-eighth of Henry's' reign we find th^ 
colotir of the riband was hlack ®. 

•.< : ..-.''.■ 

f ; THE ARMQUR 

of this period is principally remarkable for its ad- 
drlional decoration. The 1 amboys', introduced during 

. * The chapeau montaubyn is mentioned by Hall as a hat or 
cap, of this period. Henry VIlI. is said to have wora one with 
a rich coronal; the folde of the chapeau lined with crimson satin, 
and on that a brooche with the image of St. George.* (Chronicle, 
reprint, p. 598.) ''Hattes of crimosyne velvet;" ^'hattes aftef 
dauncers' fashions, with fesaunts' feathers in them ,•" *< bonnettes 
' of white velvet wrapped in Bat golde of damask, " cummu/tisafHi^ 
mW be found recorded in the chronicles of this time. 

' Asbniole*3 History of the Order. , ' 
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the reign of Henry VII. and described in the last 
chapter, appear throughout this and the following 
rei|pn ; but when they are not appended to the breast- 
plate, tassels and cuishes, composed of several plates 
instead of one, are seen upon the thigh. A ma^lfi- 
cent suit of the former fashion is to be seen in the 
collection at the Tower. It was presented by the 
Emperor Maximilian I. to Henry VUI. on his mar- 
riage with Catherine of Arra^n, and before the 
inspection and arrangement of the horse armoury by 
Sir S. Meyrick, was supposed to have belonged to 
Henry VII. The complete suit both for horse and 
man is beautifully en^aved with legendary subjects, 
badges, mottoes, &c., and in precisely &\nv^W^ ^^ 
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shape to a suit preserved in the little Belvidere palace 
at Vienna, which belonged to Maximilian himself, and 
to that in which Henry ia represented on his great 
seal. (Vide engraving on the previous page.) Raised 
armour, the forerunner of the embossed, was intra- 
duced in this reign ; the ground is frequently kept 
black, and the pattern raised about the tenth of sa 
inch, polished. Fulled and ribbed armour, in imita- 
tion of the slashed dresses of tlie day, is also oca* 
sionally met with ; we have engraved a suit here from 
a drawing of one in the Meyrick collection, with tbe 
two- handed sword of the time resting on tlie shoulder. 




Slit of fatci isd rilitied annnar. Kmp. HtDif VIII., ia 111* M*rT)<!ll 

Tbe bnast-plale wm BtilL globose, but towards the 
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middle of this reign rose to an edge down the centre 
called the tapul — a revival of an old fashion. To- 
wards the end of the reign the breast-plate presented 
a salient angle in the centre. The tilting helmet dis- 
appeared altogether about this period} and a head-piece 
called a coursing-hat was worn with a mentonniere. 
The helmet was adorned with the streaming plumes 
before mentioned. (Vide engraving from great seal 
of Henry VIII.) The gauntlets were mostly made 
of overlapping plates without fingers. 

To the list of weapons, we have to add the per- 
tuisane ox partizan, a variety of the pike or spontoon. 
The Asiatic art of inlaying weapons with gold was 
introduced about this period into Europe by Benve- 
nuto Celini) and blades so adorned were called damaS" 
quinee, from the practice originating at Damascus. 
The hackbut, first mentioned in the reign of Richard 
III. now became common; and to the match-lock 
was now added the wheel-lock, also invented by the 
Italian^. It was a small machine for producing 
sparks of fire by the rapid revolution of a wheel 
against a piece of sulphuret of iron held like the fiint 
in the modern musket, only that the cock was on the 
side where the pan now is. The spring which turned 
the wheel was attached to a chain formed like those 
in watches, and wound up by an instrument called 
a spanner ; a catch was connected with the trigger, 
which, being pulled, liberated the wheel, and the cock 
having been previously brought down upon it, the 
friction of the pyrite produced the fire. This piece 
was called the fire-lock as well as the wheel-lock, 
though differing greatly from the later invention so 
called. 

The pistol and its variety, the dag or tacke, are 
also of this period, the difference consisting only in 
the shape of the butt-end ; that of the former termi- 
nating in a knob like the pommel of ^ BYiotdAv^V.^ ^w^ 
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that of the latter being merely cut i 
direction *. 







The pike was introduced into France by the Swiss 
in the time of Louis XI., and soon became an infantry 
weapon throughout Europe. Fikeinen composed a 
principal part of the English army from the reign ti 
Henry VIII. to that of William III. 



It would be strange indeed if we were at a loss 
for an illustration of the female costume of any period 
of this reign, ccnsidering that Henry married no leas 
than six wives in the course of thirty-eight ' years, 

'Vide page 2^3. The pialol superseded ihe maca In Ihehanil) 
of offlten during Itils reign, and a moat iDlercUing specimen of 
the niiicB and: piilnl coahintd vru purchased for the nKliDoil cbl- 
kftion it t]>e'iilt olKt. Brocit's arin«ur. 
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and consequently ensured us so many portraits of 
noble and princely dam€s by the best painters of his 
day. We must be^, however, to refer our readers 
to Lodge's popular and beautiHd work for the prints 
engraved from them. 

In number and name, the principal parts of a 
lady's dress continued unchanged ; the only novelty 
in the latter being the mention of the partlet and 
waiUcoat, The partlet is supposed by Mr. Strutt 
to have taken the place of the gorget, which had lat- 
terly been used only for mourning habiliments, and 
called the barbe. Our fair readers will perceive in 
the costumes of this period a covering for the neck 
and throat, similar to what is now called a habit-shirt ; 
and this we have reason to believe was called the 
partlet. It sometimes had sleeves attached to it, and 
was made of stuffs of the most valuable and deli- 
cate kind. In the inventory we have so oflen quoted, 
appear "two partelets of Venice gold, knit, two 
partelets of Venice gold, caul fashion, two partelets 
of white thread, and two partelets of white lawn 
wrought with gold about the collars." The partelets 
are seen in numberless portraits of this period, most 
beautifully embroidered with gold. 

The waistcoat was a similar garment to that of the 
same name worn by the men. *' Two wastcotes for 
women being of clothe of silver, embroidered, both of 
them having sleeves," is an entry in the same inven- 
tory. 

The gowns of the nobility were magnificent, and 
at this period were open in front to the waist, showing 
the kirtle, as the inner garment or what we should 
call the petticoat was then termed. Their fashions 
were various in detail, though possessing the general 
character of the costume of the time. 

" Gowns of blew velvet, cut and lined with cloth 
of gold, made afler the fashion of Savoy/' were worn 
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by the ladies accompanying Henry at a masque 
in the sixth year of his reign ; and Anne of Cleves, 
the same writer tells us, wore, on her first interview, 
with Henry VIII., " a ryche gowne of cloth of gold 
raised, made round, without any trayne, after the- 
Dutch fashion *." 

Seven yards of purple cloth of damask gold are 
allowed for a kirtle for Queen Catherine (of Arn^on) 
in a wardrobe account of the eighth year of Henry's 
reign. The ladies' sleeves were as distinct from their 
body vestments as we have already found the men's, 
and attached at pleasure to the gown or waistcoat. 
Much splendour was lavished on this part of the 
dress, and its various fashions were singularly quaint: 
and elegant. Amongst the inventories of this reign 
we find three pair of purple satin sleeves for women; 
one pair of linen sleeves, paned with gold over the 
arm, quilted with black silk, and . wrought with 
fiowers between the panes and at the hands; one 
pair of sleeves of purple gold tissue damask wire, 
each sleeve tied with aglets of gold ; one pair of 
crimson satin sleeves, four buttons of gold being set 
on each sleeve, and in every button nine pearls'. 

' A variety of gowns, single and lined, and of the most costly 
materials, are enumerated in an inventory taken of the royal 
wardrobes at the Tower, as belonging to " her majesty and my lady 
the princess." 

' The dress of Queen Catharine (Parr) is thus described by 
Pedro de Gante, secretary to the Spanish Duke de Najera, who 
visited Henry VIII. in the year 1543—44. *' She was dressed in 
a ' delentera' of cloth of gold, and a 'saya' (i.e. petticoat or 
kirtle) of brocade,' with sleeves lined with crimson satin, and' 
trimmed with three-piled crimson velvet; her train was more 
than two yards long. Suspended from her neck were two crosses 
and jewel of very rich diamonds, and in her head-dress were many 
and beautiful ones. Her girdle was of gold, with very large pen- 
dants." 

The same writer describes the Princess Mary, afterwards 
queen, %s a person of plea.«ing countenance, and '* so much be^ 
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Hall, the chronicler, who revels in the description 
of the splendid shows and pageants of all ages, and 
describes with as much minuteness and confidence 
those which took place in the fourteenth as he does 
those of which he was an eye-witness in the sixteenth 
century, may be trusted respecting the latter, at least 
as far as suits our purpose. At a banquet given in 
the first year of Henry's reign, upon Shrove-Sunday, 
in the parliament-chamber at Westminster, he speaks 
of six ladies who formed part of a show towards the 
close of the evening, ** whereof two were appareyled 
in crimson satyn and purpull, embrowdered with 
golde, and by vynettes ran floure de lices of golde, 
with marvellous ryche and strange tires on their 
heads: other two ladies in crimosyn and purpull, 
made like long slops, embroudered and fretted with 
golde after the antique fascion, and over the slop 
was a shorte garment of clothe of golde, scant to the 
knee, facioued like a tabard, all over with small double 
rolles, all of flatte golde of damask fret and fringed 
golde, and on their heads skaynes (scarfs), and 
vnrappers of damaske golde with flatte pypes, that 
strange it was to beholde: the other two ladies 
were in kirtles of crymosyne and purpull satyn, em- 
broudered with a vynet of pomegranattes of golde ; 
all the garments cut compass-wise, having demy 
sleeves, and naked down from the elbows " — (the first 
appearance of bare arms since the time of the ancient 
Britons), — " and over their garments were vochettes^ 
of plesaunces rouled with crymsyne velvet and set 
with letters of golde like caractes (query, characters ?); 
Their heades rouled in pleasauntes and typpets like 
the Egipicians, embroudered withgolde ; their faces, 

loved throughout the kingdom that she is almost adored!" She 
was dressed in a say a of cloth of gold, with a gown or loose robe 
(tropoo) of violet coloured three-piled velvety with a bead-dress of 
many rich stones. 



24ft BRITISH COSTUME. 

neckS) arms, and handes covered in fine pleasaunce 
black; some call it lumberdynes, which is marveylous 
thinne, so the same ladies seemed to be ni^rost or 
blackmores." What are the descriptions of the court* 
newsman in our days to this ? What joy for * th^ 
Morning Post ' or * the Court Journal ' to have 
their columns filled with a report of the dresses worn 
at such a fancy ball as this ^ven at Westminster in 
1509^ ** for all the ambassadours which were here out 
of diverse realmes and countries." 

The various head-dresses of this period will be best 
tlnderstood from the engraving. The cap or coif, 
familiarized to us as the ** Mary Queen of Scots' 
cap," seems to have been introduced about this pe- 
riod. Those worn by the ladies at an entertainment 
given at Greenwich in the third year of Henry's 
reign were •* all of golde." The French hood was 
another head-dress in fashion at this time (if indeed 
it were not the name of the cap just mentioned). Hol- 
lingshed tells us that Anne of Cleves, the day after 
her arrival in England, wore a French hood afler the 
English fashion, which became her exceeding well. 
The miniver, or three-cornered caps, were worn 
throughout this reign. They were white, says Stow, 
and three-square, and the peaks full three or four 
inches from the head. The aldermen's wives made 
themselves bonnets of velvet, after the fashion of 
miniver caps, but in the time he wrote, a. d. 1631, he 
adds, they were almost forgotten. 

THE DB£SSE8 OF THE MERCHANTS, CITIZENS, AND 

OTHERS 

appear in numberless prints of the time^ In the 
history of John Winchcomb or Witcomb, the famous 
clothier, called Jack of Newbury, he is described as 

7 Vide in particular "the Great Bible" printed in 1539, with 
engravings on wood; said to have been designed by Hans Holbein. 
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'Sbing to Henry VIII. dressed in a plun russet coat, 
a pair of white kersie slopps, or breeches ^ without 
welt or guard (i. e, lace or border), and stockings of 
the same piece, sewed to his sloppes ; and his widow, 
in the same work, is described, after having laid aside 
her weeds, as coming out of the kitchen in a fair 
train gown stuck full of silver pins, having a white 
cap on her head, with cuts of curious needlework 
under the same, and an apron before her as white as 
driven snow. Her wedding dress is also specified in 
•the same history in the following manner: the bride 
being habited in a gown of sheep's russet and a kirtle 
of fine worsted, her head attired with a billiment 
(habiliment) of gold, and her hair as yellow as gold 
hanging down behind her, which was curiously 
combed and plaited according to the manner of those 
days, was led to church by two boys with bride laces, 
and rosemary tied about their silken sleeves. The 
maidens employed in spinning are said to have been 
dressed 

<f Id petticoats of stamel red, 

And milk-white kerchers on their head, 
Their smock-sleeves like to winter's snow 
That on the western mountains flow, 
And each' sleeve with a silken band 
Was fairly tied at the hand." 

Here we have the first mention of the petticoat in 
the present sense oif the word, and henceforward we 
find it used synonymously with kirtle. 

Articles of dress at this period, even among the 
middle ranks, were frequently bequeathed in wills ; 
William Cheryngton Yeoman, of 'Water-beche, 14th 
August, 1540, . leaves "to my mother my holy' 
day gowne** Nicholas Dyer, of Teversham, 29th 
October, 1540, ** to my sister Alice Bichendyke* 

# - • 

.8 The term ^'siopp** is now unceremoniously transferred to the 
nether garments — wherefore we cannot pretend to determine. 
A dealer in ready clothing is still called a slop-seller. 
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13s. 9d[., which she owed me, two kerchiefs ofhoUandi* 
&,Q, John Holden, rector of Gamlingay, 29th Oo* 
tober, 1544, leaves to Jone Orene *' my clothe frock 
lined with sattin of cypress." These entries are from 
wills in the Ely re§ristry. 

Howe, the continuator of Stow's Annals, informs 
us that many years prior to the reign of Queen Mary 
(and therefore as early as the time of Henry VIII. at 
least) all the apprentices of London wore blue cloaks 
in summer, and in the winter gowns of the same 
colour, blue coats or gowns being a badge of servi- 
tude about this period. Their breeches and stock- 
ings were usually made of white broad-cloth, '* that is 
round slopps or breeches, and their stockings sowed 
up close thereto, as they were all but of one piece." 
The '* city flat cap," so oAen mentioned by writers of 
the time of James and Charles, was probably the qap 
of Edward VI.'s time, worn by the citizens long after 
it had gone out of fashion at court. When appren- 
tices or journeymen attended upon their masters 6r 
mistresses at night, they went before them holding 
a lantern in their hands, and carrying a long club 
upon their shoulders. Some apprentices wore dag- 
gers in the daytime, behind or at the side. Sir 
Walter Scott has drawn an admirable picture of the 
brawling 'prentices of James's time from these ma* 
terials, in his * Fortunes of Nigel.' 

THE ECCLESIASTIC \l( COSTUME 

underwent a considerable change at the Reforma- 
tion \ but we must refer our readers to the portraits 
in Lodge's work and the Great Bible before men- 
tioned for their pictorial illustration. Vide also the 
print after Holbein, of Henry VIII. granting their 
charter to the barber-surgeons, for the official costume 
of the reign. 




Gentrsl cntame oflbe nigit orEdiriri] VI. and Qiues Marj. 

Kf. s, Sit J. Trnll io <)» »'«• "< Edoiid VI. rnmi 3lnlt. Tki rat 

fniB FM'iBcoksf Mutfn, Unp. Umrf. 

The reigns of Edward VI. and Mary Introduce 
us to the small flat round bonnet worn on one side 
the head, and preserved to this day in the caps nf the 
boys of Christ's Hospital, whose whole dress is In^ 
deed the costume of the citizens of London at the 
time of the foundation of that charity by the young 
and amiable Edward. Blue coats were the common 
habit of apprentices and serving^men, and yellow 
stockings were very generally worn at this period. 
The jackets of our firemen and watermen are also of 
this date, the badge being made In ine\a\%^^ '^vu:^ 
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on the sleeve in the sixteenth century, instead of em- 
broidered on the breast or back of the garment itself 
as previously. Minstrels, players, and all retainers 
of the nobility were thus attired. In the year 1556 a 
remonstrance from the privy council was presented to 
the lord president of the north, stating that certain 
lewd persons, to the number of six or seven in a 
company, naming themselves to be the servants of 
Sir Francis Lake, and wearing his livery or badge 
upon their sleeves, have wandered about these north 
parts representing certain plays reflecting on her 
majesty and King Philip, and the formalities of the 
mass. 

The preposterously broad or square*toed shoe was 
ousted by proclamation during Mary's reign, and the 
trunk-hose, as the stuffed upper stocks were now 
called, were nearly covered by the long ilaps or skirts 
of the coats and doublets. 

The well-known print, after Holbein, of Ed- 
ward VI. founding Christ Church Hospital,' presents 
us with the official and ecclesiastical costume of this 
period. 

THE ARMOUR 

of these two reigns underwent no material alteration. 
The projection of the tapul gradually descended from 
the centre of the breast-plate till it completely dis- 
appeared, and the waist was considerably length- 
ened. The morion came into general use. Brigan- 
dine jackets were worn by the archers, with steel 
skull-caps. In Mary's reign the waist again short- 
ened, and by the statute of the 4th and 5th of Philip 
and Mary, we learn that the military force of the 
• kingdom was composed of demi-lancers, who supplied 
the place of jthe men-atarms ; pikem^n, who wore 
back and breast-plates with tassets, gorgets, gaunt- 
lets^ and steel hats; archers, with steel skull-caps 
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1 bri^ndinea ; black bill-men or halberdiers, who 
re the armour called almain rivet, and morions or 
lets; and haquebvitiers similarly appointed. A 
ig wheel-lock dag and pistol of the reign of Ed- 
id VI„ and B po<^et wheel-lock i^lol of 4ek w^ 
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of Mary, are engraved here from the originals in the 
Meyrick collection, and a powder-flask of the latter 
period, from the same source, presents us also with 
an equestrian figure in the costume of the time. The 
flask held the coarse powder for the charge, the finer 
for priming was held in a smaller case called a 
touch-box. Cartridges, according to Sir S. Meyrick, 
were first used for pistols, and carried in a steel case 
called a patron, about this time. 





fig. 0, wlif»1-1ock dag; (, whe«Moek pistoU temp. Edward VI. : and 
e, pockft wheel-lock pUtol* temp. Mary, from the Mryriek ooUection. 



THE FEMALE COSTUME 



of these two reigns was composed of the fashions 
which immediately preceded them, and the few 
novelties introduced will be found described in the 
next chapter, under the reign of Elizabeth. 



GfljLPTBk XVI{. 

REION OF ELIZABETH, 1H8— IGOS. 




E«rli aailume oCQanii Elinbtlh. from ■ minUinn imrinit fbmiiiiMn 
DflhaeollnllsiilIiididlg.ptctSiS. 

We begin this chapter, as in duty bound, with the 
costume of the sovereign whoge reig'n we are about 
to itiTestigate, and shall proceed at once with the 
dress or the ladies of this perbd, leaving the habilb 
of the gentlemen, both civil and military, for the 
conclusion of the chapter. It seems an act of supere- 
rogation to attempt to describe the personal cos* 
tume of " Good Queen Bess." Her great ruff tIkS 
up indignantly at the bare idea of being unknown 
or forgotten. Her jewelled stomacher is piqued to 
the extreme, and her portentous petticoats strut out 
with tenfold importance at the slight insinualed 
against their vii'gin mistress, who lived but for con> 
quest md display) and thought in&nitel^ ku ^ 
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bringing a sister-queen to the block than of failing to 
make an impression upon a gentleman-usher. But 
with all due respect to her ruff and devotion to the 
petticoats in general, we must beg to observe, that the 
best-known portraits of Elizabeth are those executed 
towards the close of her reign, and which belong as 
much to the seventeenth as to the sixteenth century. 

Through the kindness of Mr. Dominic Colnaghi, 
we have the gratification of presenting our readers 
with an unpublished portrait of the queen, from a 
curious painting executed at the commencement of 
her reign, representing her in a dress as similar as 
possible to that of her sister and predecessor, in a 
portrait painted by the same hand and in the same 
collection ; the upper dress being a sort of coat of 
black velvet and ermine, fastened only on the chest, 
and flying open below, disclosing the waistcoat and 
kirtle or petticoat of white silk or silver embroidered 
with black. She wears a ruff, it is true, but not the 
famous one to which she owes at least half her repu- 
tation. Her neck is also encircled by a gauze kerchief 
or scarf, knotted like that worn by Queen Mary. 

Stubbs, who wrote his 'Anatomy of Abuses' in this 
reign, notices the peculiar fashion of this masculine 
habit and its enormous sleeves. **The women,** 
says he, '* have doublets and jerkins as the men 
Jiave, buttoned up to the breast, and made with 
wings, welts, and pinions on the shoulder-points, as 
man's apparel in all respects ; and although this be 
a kind of attire proper only to a man, yet they blush 
not to wear it" 

About the middle of this reign the great change 
took place that gave the female costume of the six- 
teenth century its remarkable character. The body 
was imprisoned in whalebone to the hips ; the parte- 
let, which covered the neck to the chin, was removed, 
und an enormous ruff, rising gradually from the front 
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of the shoulders to nearly the height of the head be- 
hind, encircled the wearer like the nimbus or glory of 
a saint From the bosom, now partially discovered, 
descended an interminable stomacher, on each side 
of which jutted out horizontally the enormous var* 
dingale^ the prototype of that modern-antique, the 
hoop, which has been so lately banished the court, 
ib the ^eat joy of all classes of his majesty's sub- 
jects saving only the metropolitan dressmakers. The 
cap or coif was occasionally exchanged for a round 
bonnet like that of the men, or the hair dressed in 
countless curls, and adorned with ropes and stars 
of jewels, and at the close of the reign (for the 
first time) with feathers. 

The perfection of this costume is familiar to us, 
as we have before noticed, in the portrait of Elizabeth 
taken in the dress in which she went to St Paul's to 
return thanks for the defeat of the Spanish armada, 
l.D. 1588, engraved by Crispin de Passe, from a 
^drawing by Isaac Oliver. 
^Mn addition to the ruff, she wears a long mantle 
6$ some delicate stuff, with a high-standing collar 
edged with lace, and expanding like wings on each 
side of the head. This was probably made of fine 
lawn or cambric. 

In^the second year of her reign began the wearing 
of lawn and cambric ruffs, they having before that 
time, says Stow, been made of holland, and now, 
when the queen had them of this new material, no 
one could starch or stiffen them ; she therefore sent 
for some Dutch women, and the wife of her coach* 
man Guillan became her majesty's first starcher. 

In 1564 Mistress Dingham Vander Plasse, a 
Fleming, came to London with her huf^band, and 
followed the profession of a starcher of ruffs, in which 
she greatly excelled. She met with much encourage- 
ment ampngst the nobility and geutc^ o^ \.V!i\%^<(sraL'^T^^ 
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and was the first ivho publicly taught the art of 
starching, her price being four or five pounds for 
euch scholar, and twenty shillings in addition for 
teaching them how to seeth or make the starch. 

Stubbs falls foul of this " liquid matter which they 
eall starch," wherein he says ** the devil hath learned 
them to wash and dive their rufis, which being dry 
will then stand stiff and inflexible about their necks.** 
It was made, he tells us, of wheat flour, bran, or 
other grains, sometimes of roots and other things, 
and of all colours and hues, as white, red, blue, pur- 
p1e» and the like. He mentions also ''a certain 
device made of wires, crested for the purpose, and 
whipped all over either with gold, thread, silver, or 
silk>" for supporting these ruffs, and called "a supper- 
tflsse or under-propper,** These " great ruffs or 
neckerchers, made of hollande, lawne, cambric, and 
{^uch cloth/' so delicate 'that the greatest thread in 
them ** shall not be so big as the least hair that is,'* 
starched, streaked, dried, patted, and underpropped 
by the suppertasses, '' the stately arches of pride," 
sometimes overshadowed three or four orders of 
minor ruffs placed gradatim one beneath the other, 
and all under " the master-devil ruff,*' which was itself 
clogged with gold, silver, or silk lace of stately price, 
wrought all over with needlework, speckled - and 
sparkled here and there with the sun, the moon, the 
stars, and many other antiques strange to behold : 
some are wrought with open work down to the midst 
of the ruff and further ; some with close work ; some 
with purlid lace and other gewgaws, so clogged, so 
pestered that the ruff is the least part of itself. Some* 
times they are pinned up to their ears, and sometimes 
they are suffered to hang over the shoulders like 
^ags or windmill sails fluttering in the air. 

Their gowns, continues the satirist, be no less 
fampus than the rest, for some are of silk, some of 
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velvet, some of grograin, some of taffata, some of 
scarlet,' and some of fine cloth, of ten, twenty, or 
forty shillings the yard ; but if the whole garment be 
not of silk or velvet, then the same must be layed 
with lace two or three fingers broad all over the 
gown ; or if lace is not fine enough for them, he 
says they must be decorated with broad gardes of 
velvet edged with costly lace. The fashions too of 
the gown were as various as its colours, and ** chang- 
ing with the moon ; for some be of the new fashion, 
and some of the olde ; some with sleeves hanging 
down to the skirts trailing on the ground, and 
cast over their shoulders like cow-tails ; some have 
sleeves much shorter, cut up the arm, drawn out 
with sundry colours, and pointed with silk ribbands, 
and very gallantly tied with love-knotts, for so they 
call them." Some had capes reaching down to the 
middle of their backs faced with velvet or fine tafiata, 
and "fringed about very bravely;" others were 
plaited and crested down the back " wonderfully, 
with more knacks" than he can express. 

Their petticoats, he says, were of the best cloth and 
the finest die, and even of silk, grograin, &c., fringed 
about the skirts with silk of a changeable colour. 
*' But what is more vain," he adds, "of whatever the 
petticoat be, yet must they have kirtles^ for so they 
call them, of silk, velvet, grograin, taffata, satin, or 
scarlet, bordered with gards, lace, fringe, and I can- 
not tell what/' Here the kirtle is again distinguished 
from the gown and petticoat, and is evidently the 
garment worn immediately under the gown, and at 
this time completely discovered by it, the skirt or 
train of the gown or robe being only just visible on 
each side of the figure. 

The nether stocks or stockings, we are told, were 
of silk, jarnsey, worsted, cruel, or the finest yarn, 
thread, or cloth that could poaslb\^ \>^ \i^% -wA 



260' BRITISH COSTUME. 

they were *' not ashamed to wear hose of all kinds 6f 
changeable colours, as green, red, white, russet, 
tawney, and else what not** — *' cunningly knit" too, 
and *' curiously indented in every point with quirks, 
clocks, open seams, and every thing else accordingly.'' 

As early as the third year of Elizabeth, we read 
that Mistress Montague, the queen*s silk woman, 
presented to her majesty a pair of black knit silk 
stockings, made in England, which pleased her so 
much, that she would never wear any cloth hose 
afterwards ; not only on account of the delicacy of 
the article itself, but from a laudable desire to en- 
courage this new species of English manufhcture by 
her own example. Soon after this, says Stow, 
William Rider, then apprentice to Thomas Burdet, 
at the bridge foot, opposite the church of St. Magnus, 
seeing a pair of knit worsted stockings at an Italian 
merchant's, brought from Mantua, borrowed them, 
and having made a pair like unto them, presented 
them to the Earl of Pembroke, which was the first 
pair of worsted stockings knit in this country. 

In Stubbs' time we perceive stockings of silk, 
worsted, and yarn, had become common. 

In 1 599, William Lee, master of arts, and fellow of 
St. John's College, Cambridge, invented a stocking* 
frame. Lee was born at Woodborough, in Not- 
tinghamshire, and is said to have been heir to a good 
estate. Tradition attributes the origin of his inven- 
tion to a pique he had taken against a townswoman 
with whom he was in love, and who, it seems, neg- 
lected his passion. She got her livelihood by knit- 
ting stockings, and with the ungenerous object of 
depreciating her employment he constructed this 
frame, first working at it himself, then teaching his 
brother and other relations. He practised his new 
invention some time at\ Calverton, a village about 
five miles from Nottingham^ and either he or bis 
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brother is said to have worked for Queen Elizabeth. 
The other stocking manufacturers used every art to 
bring his invention into disrepute ; and it seems they 
effected their purpose for that time, as he removed 
from Calverton, and settled at Rouen in Normandy, 
where he met with great patronage ; but the murder 
of Henry IV. of France, and the internal troubles 
subsequent to that event, frustrated his success, and 
he died at Paris of a broken heart. Stow says that 
Xiee not only manufactured stockings in his frame, 
but ** waistcoats and divers other things.'' 

The ladies' shoes were of many fashions. " They 
have corked shoes, puisnets, pantoffles, and slippers," 
says Stubbs; **some of black velvet, some of white, 
some of green, and some of yellow, some of Spanish 
leather, and some of English, stitched with silk and 
embroidered with gold and silver all over the foot, 
with other gewgaws innumerable.** 

The cork shoes here mentioned continued in 
fashion amongst the ladies the greater part of the 
seventeenth century. 

*' Then," exclaims the censor, " must ihey have 
their silk scarfs cast about their faces, and fluttering 
in the wind, with great lapels at every end, either of 
gold, or silver, or silk, which they say they wear to 
keep them from sun«burning. When they used to 
ride abroad, they have masks and visors made of 
velvet, wherewith they cover their faces, having holes 
made in them against their eyes w hereout they look ; 
so that if a man knew not their guise, he would think 
that he met a monster or devil." 

Again : ' ** their fingers must be decked with gold, 
silver, and precious stones ; their wrists with brace- 
lets and annulets of gold and costly jewels; their 
hands covered with sweet-washed (i, e. perfumed) 
gloves, embroidered with gold and silver ; and they 
must have their looking-glasses qaicri&d yi\N2^ n^^\& 
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wheresoever they go;*' and he is especially indlgnint 
against those who ^' are not ashamed to make holes 
in their ears« whereat they hang^ rings and other 
jewels of gold and precious stones." 

A pocket looking-glass was the common com* 
panion of the fashionables of both sexes at this time. 
The ladies carried it either in their pockets or hang* 
ing at their sides, and sometimes it wa6 inserted in 
the fan of ostrich or other featherS"<-one of the 
most elegant appendages to the costume of this 
period, and lately brought again into fashion, though 
more as an ornament for a room than as a substitute 
for the folding fan of ivory, which, however beauti* 
fully carved, is certainly not comparable to it either 
for use or elegrance. 

We have slightly mentioned the fashion of wearing 
the hair at the commencement of this chapter ; we 
will concliKie with the more elaborate account by 
Stubbs. He says it must be curled* frizzled, crisped, 
laid out in wreaths and borders from one ear to ths 
other, and, lest it should fall down, must be ^^ under* 
propped with forkes, weirs," &c., and ornamented With 
great wreathes of gold or silver curiously wrought^ 
bugles, ouches, rings, glasses, and other such gew* 
gaws, which he being *' unskillful in women*s tearms," 
cannot easily recount. "Then upon the toppes of 
their stately turrets stand their other capital oma< 
ments ; a French hood, hatte, cappe, kircher, and 
such-like, whereof some be of velvet, some of this 
fashion, and some of that;*' cauls made of net- 
wire that the cloth of gold, silver, or tinsel, with 
which the hair was sometimes covered, might be seen 
through ; and lattice caps ^ with three horns or cor- 

* In an ordinance for the reformation of gentlewoinen*s head- 
dress, written in the middle of Elizabeth's reign, it is said that 
none shall wear an ermine or lattice bonnet unless she be a gen* 
Ufwoman born^ htriog arms. Harleiaa MSS. No. 1776. 



neiB like the forked caps of popish priests: "snd 
•tery merchant's or arliticer's wife or mean ^ntle- 
wotnan indulged in these extrava^nt fashions." 
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an entire change was perfected in this reign. We 
say perfected, because it had commenced almost in- 
visibly during the reigns of Henry VUI. in England, 
and still earlier abroad ; and during the brief reigns 
of Edward VI. and Queen Mary had made greduat 
progress, and apparently in the very opposite direc- 
tion to fashions in genera! ; thai is. from the lowly to 
the noble ; till at the accessiDn of Elizabeth, the pe- 
culiar habit which has taken its name from her, vi^., 
the " Elisabetban costume," ftppe%te& vcv «& ^a-x 
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beauty, or deformity^ as our readers may think belt. 
The large trunk hose, the long-waisted doublet, the 
short cloak or mantle with its standing collar, the 
ruff, the hat, band and feather, the shoes and roses, 
are all seen in the earliest paintings or prints of this 
period, and the positive date of the introduction of 
either seems to be a difficult and a debated question 
even to those who lived nearest the time. 

To begin with the hose, which, since their sepa- 
ration into upper and nether stocks, have had rather 
an ambiguous existence. As early as the reign of 
Henry VII. we perceive instances of the upper part 
being of a different pattern to the lower; and Hall 
describes hosen so varied in his account of the ban- 
quet at Westminster in the first year of the reign of 
Henry VIII. The bases or skirts to the coats and 
jackets of that reign descending nearly to the knee, 
rendered any alteration in the upper stock invisible, 
but occasionally a glimpse is caught of either the 
upper stock '^bombasted'* out, or of independent 
breechesj no longer mere drawers, of ample dimen- 
sions, descending as low as the border of the bases. 
On the abandonment of the latter, these large 
breeches or sloppes became an important and splen- 
did part of apparel ; and while the long hose were 
either supplanted by, or new christened, the trautet, 
the upper stock, or the breeches worn over them, 
received the name of trunk-hose, and were stuffed, 
slashed, paned, and ornamented in the most quaint 
and extravagant manner, the nether stock settling for 
good and all upon the lower part of the leg, under 
the modern denomination of stocking. 

Strutt quotes the following curious note from a 
manuscript in the Harleian library. — "Memorandum: 
That over the seats in the parliament-home there 
were certain holes, some two inches square, in the 
walls, in which were placed posts to uphold a scaf- 
fold round about the houst 'v«\\!lcAii) iot Ui^^m to'-th 
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upon who used the wearing of ^reat breeches stufied' 
with hair like wool-sacks, which fashion beings left the 
dghth year of Elizabeth, the scaffolds were taken' 
down, and never since put up/' *' The date on this 
memorandum," Strutt adds, ** is not very perfect, but 
I think it is anno 33 Eliz/' The fashion of wearing 
that particular sort of large breeches might have 
been left in the eighth year of Elizabeth, certainly, as 
we have no mode of ascertaining the identical de- 
scription to which the writer refers, the form varying 
in' almost every representation ; but the fashion of 
wearing great, nay, enormous breeches, rather in- 
creased than fell off during the reign of Elizabeth, 
and they were worn preposterously large by James L ;* 
and Henry IV. of France, who ascended the throne 
in 1589, within two years of the date of the memo- 
randum, is generally painted in precisely the sietme 
costume : and this circumstance gives us faith in the' 
testimony of Randal Holmes, who says, " About the 
^fortieth year of Elizabeth the old &shions which men' 
used, at the beginning of her reign were again re- 
vived, with some few additions made thereto, such as 
guises, double ruffs, &c." 

But let us apply to our old friend Stubbs, who has' 
anatomized these abuses, and afforded us so muoh'. 
information already respecting the costupe of the* 
ladies. 

. He begins by assuring us that no people in the 
world '* are so curious in new fangles" as those of 
this country, and first describes their costly shirts of 
cambric, holland, lawn, and the finest cloths, wrought 
throughout with needlework . of silk and curiously 
stitched with open seams, and many other knacks 
beside, which rendered them so expensive that some' 
cost *' horrible to hear ! " ten pounds apiece — a long 
price, doubtless, for a shirt at any time — the meanest 
worn costuig a crown, or a noble at. least. The 
great ruffi worn by the men, be 4e&ci3c^^ ^vorrX^V^ 
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Um same words as those in which he descanted upon 
the rufifc of the ladies ; adding, however, that every 
body will have them whether they can afford them 
0^ not, and sooner than go without, will sell oi^ 
metftgage their land on Shooter's Hill, Stangate 
Hoki or Salisbury Plain ; or risk Uie loss of their 
livea at Tyburn with a rc^ : in token whereof, he 
aiiys» ** they have now newly (1595) found out a 
more monstrous kind of ruff, of twelve, yea, sixteen 
lengths apiece, set three or four times double ; and 
n is of some fitly called * three steps and an half to. 
the gallows.' *' 

And now we come to the trunk-hose or breechc8» 
which he tells us are of divers fashions and sundry 
names: the French hose, the Gallic hosen, and the 
Venetian^ The French hose are of *'two 'divers 
making $ the common sort contain leng^th^ bresdth, 
and sideness sufficient, and they are made very 
ronnd ; the . other 'sort contain neither length, 
breadth^ lior sideness proportionable, being not past 
a quarter of a yard on the side whereof some be 
paned or striped, cut and drawn out with costly 
ornaments, with canions adjoined, reaching down, 
beneath the knees." These closer-fitting hose were 
most probably the sort that came into fashion in the 
eighth year of Elizabeth, as mentioned by the wriler 
of the foregoing memorandum, as they are seen upon 
th^ figure of Henry III. of France, a. d. 1574-1589, 
(vide Montfaucon's Monarchie Fran^aise,) with the 
canioru^ or canons attached, which were not 'tags 
or tubes at the ends of ribands or laces, as Mr. 
Strutt has conjectured, but one or more rolls ter- 
minating the breeches below the knee, as a com- 
mon French dictionary would have informed hinu 
** The Gallic hosen," Stubbs continues, ^* are made 
vary large and wide, reaching down to the knees 
only, with three or four gardes apiece» laid down 
ahag the thigh of eithex Yvo^e. IlWV ^oatiaa hosen 
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Tmdi beneath the knee to the garteringuplaee of the 
leg, where they are tied finely with silken pdnti, 
and laid on also with rows or gardes^ as the othfr 
before/* Th^y were made of silk, velvet, sUtin, 
damask, and other prectous stufilb, costing, 80motimta» 
if we may believe the writer, a hundred pounds a 
pair; bat in that case we should imagine either 
magnifioently embroidered or adorned with preens 
atones, To these are added boot-hose of tlis fineit 
cloth, and also splendidly embroidered from the 
gartering-place upward, with ** birds, beasts, and 
antiques, and made wide enough to draw over all, 
and long enough to reach the waist. 

Of the doublets worn in these days we find aa 
great a variety as of the hose. They fitted the body 
very dosely fiom the oommeneement of the relgil, 
and the waist gradually lengthened to its oonolusion. 
In Stubbs' time they wore what afterwards obtained 
the name of the long peaseood-bellied doublet, 
qnilted and stufifed with four, five, or kiji pounds of 
bombast, the exterior being of satin, silk, tafihta, 
grograine, chamlet, .gold or silver stuff ^^ slashed, 
jagged, cut, carved, pinched and laced with all kind 
of costly lace of divers and sundry colours." These 
foombasted doublets formed a p<nnt in front, hanginr 
over the girdle, and, allowing for a little carioatuve, 
is to this day the body dress of our old and inestifna^ 
ble friend Punch, whose wardrobe of Italian origHi 
dates as nearly as possible fVom this identical period. 
Over these were worn coats and jerkins, some with 
collars, some without, some close to the body, some 
loose, which they called mandillians ', covering the 
whole of the body like sacks or bags, some buttoned 

* MaDdeTilles, which Randal Holmes describes ''as a loMe 
hanging garment/' and " much like to our jacket or jumps, ^i|t 
without sleeves, only having holes to put the arms throuj^h: yet 
some were ma^^ with sleeves, but fO( a<) o\Ji»«( \ia%l^%^^ttx«;^ 
on the back/' ^ 
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down the breast, some under the arm, and some 
^do^n the back, some with flaps over the breast, some 
without, some with great sleeves, some with small, 
and some plaited and crested (striped) behind, and 
curiously gathered,^ some not ; one man having as 
many sorts of apparel as there are days in the year. 
They' had cloaks also of white, red, tawney, black, 
green^ yellow, russet, violet, &c., made of cloth, 
filk, velvet, and taffata, and after the Spanish, 
French, and Dutch fashions : some short, scarcely 
Teaching to the girdlestead, or waist ; some to the 
kiiee, and others trailing, on the ground, resembling 
gowns rather than clodss, and guarded with velvet . 
guards, or else faced with costly lace of gold, silver, 
or silk, three or four fringes (fingers ?) broad down 
the back, about the skirts, and every where else. A 
new fashion in the author's time was to guard the 
cloaks, round about the skirts, with bugles, and other 
kinds of glass, *'and all to shine to the eye.'' 

Besides, he tells us these cloaks were so faced and 
lined that the inner side cost as much as the outer. 
Some had sleeves and some hoods to pull up over 
the head ; some were ** hanged with points and tas- 
sels of gold, silver, and silk :*' and, in conclusion, he 
asserts that the day had been when a man might have 
bought two cloaks for less money than the cost of 
one at the time he wrote, they had such store of 
workmanship bestowed on them. 

The nether stocks or stockings, and shoes and 
slippers of the men, he describes as similar to those 
of the women. The former with quirks and clogs 
about the ancles, and the latter *' corked,'* of cdl 
colours, and richly ornamented. The pantoffles or 
slippers he especially ridicules, exemplifying the 
difficulty of keeping them on the feet in the street, 
and asking how they should he handsome *' when 
they go flap, flap, up and down in the dirt, casting 
pp the mire to the knees o? lYve Yie.ww7' 
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- ' Of hnts and caps he enumerfttei & TUt nriety. 
Some sharp on the crown, pearking up like the RpMtF 
6r shttft of a steeple stending & qwrtef Of a yard 
above the crown of their heads, Bome more, eome 
less, to please the fantasies of their inconstant mlndt. 
Some flat and broad on the crovrn, like th« baUls- 
ment of a house, some with round crowns aod bands 
of all colours ; others a^n wore iheir hats without 
bands, which Slubbs calls a new fashion, which they 
fether on the Frenchmen ; and all these hats or e&p* 
cif velret, taflkta, or sarcenet, were ornamented with 
^reat bunches of feathers, which had latterly hecotns 
' io much the ragv that every child wore thetn, atid 
many got a good living by dyeing and selling of thtoi. 
To these tiead-covenngs, he adds some made ofK 
certain kind of tine hair, which they call beaTer hatt, 
of twenty, thirty, and forty shiUings apiece, fetchei^ 




^mm 
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from beyond sea, whence a great sort of other varie« 
ties do come. 

The flat hat, or cap of estate, worn by the knights 
of the Garter, was changed for one with a higher 
crown of the fashion of the time, but no other altera** 
tion took place in the dress. 

THE ARMOUR 

of this reign seldom comes lower than just beneath 
the hip, complete suits being used only for justing, 
and not always even for that purpose, knights often 
appearing in the lists without armour for the legs or 
thighs. The breast-plates were made much thicker, 
in order to be bullet proof; the tassets of them began 
to be made of one plate each, but marked in imita- 
tion of several. The point of the tapul reappeared 
at the bottom of the breast-plate, and projected 
downwards, in conformity with the shape of the 
peasecod-bellied doublet described, p. 267. Opposite 
are engraved the variously-shaped morions of the time 
of Elizabeth, in chronological order, and a selection 
from the figures embossed on the last gives the 
military costume of the close of her reign (about 
1590). 

Carabines^ petronds, and dragons are frequently 
mentioned amongst the fire-arms of this period. The 
petrond was so called from poitrinal^ being fired 
with its straight and square butt-end held against 
the chest. The dragon received its name from its 
muzzle, being generally ornamented with the head 
of that fabled monster, and the troops who used it 
subsequently acquired the name of Dragons and 
Dragoons from this circumstance. The origin of 
the appellation of the carabine or carbine is dis- 
puted. One derivation is from the vessels called 
CfjLrd^f gjx hpard of which it has been presumed 
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they were fint used. Troops called Carabitu, a sort 
of light cavalry from -Spain, are first mcnIJoDed 
A. D. 1559. Our ens;raving exhibits a dag {fig. a), 
a pistol (fig. b), and a dragon C^S- 0> ^^^ ^^ butt- 
eoda of a carabine (.Bg- *3) tt^\.toiift\ <^%. e">, wA 
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a demi'haque or kack-butt (fig./), all with wheel 
locks, and of the reign of Elizabeth, from the arinoi# 
at Goodrich Court f 

The rest was introduced for the long heavy ma^ 
lock musket, during the reign of Henry II .* 
France (vide fig. g). Bandoliers or seta of lee ^^ 
cases, in each of which a complete charge of p'^'"* 
for a musket was carried to facilitate the loa£^^ 
a piece, were used till the close of the seyi^P^? 
century (vide fig. A), when they were •"P^'*^ l« 
the cartridge-box. , friPJ 
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V Chapter XVIII. 

REIGN OP JAMfiS I., 160^—1625. 

^ itum^ of the reign of James I. was little 
* #P ^ continuation of the dress of ther latter 
""^ 5lliza1>eth*8. . The lon^-waisted or peasecod- 
P*J!; *v sublet remained in vogue, and the conicak* 
hat and large Gallic or Venetian hosen, 
^J^®^®\uilted, stuffed, and guarded (or laced), were 
® 'before. The increase in size, from the 

worn ayji* gauging used in the garments, we may 
quantity ^^ ^^ ^j^^ pusillanimous character of the 
partly tr^j.^|j^ Dalzel, a cotemporary of James, 
new mon j^ j^jg * Fragments of Scottish History,' 
1^ /T .Monarch had " his cloathing made large, 
tnat that ig doubletts quilted for (fear oO stellets 
? n ^1^^\ ^*® breeches in great plaits and full 
(sti^Bttoes)^ ^g^g naturally of a timorous disposition, 

h* h ^ gretest reason of his quilted doubletts." 
which was^^^j^ occasionally exchanged for a wide 

.^ .r""jtanding out horizontally and squarely, 
still collar, g^jjjg g^^g.^ ^^^ starched and wired as 

made ot the ^ ^^stead of plaited or pinched, and 
usual, but plaiv^ u^e the ruff with lace. These col- 



sometimesedgev«nds^ 
lars were called t 



^ the rufF were in this reign stiffened with 
yeif Both the band ane-ence to all other colours. This fashion is 
said w starch, in prefemced from France by a Mrs. Turner, who 
was aftfeave been introdi for poisoning Sir Thomas Overbury. 
Vide page iBWds executeiay of Albumazzar, published a.d. 1614, 
Armelina ask?. In the pl< What price bears wheat and saffron, 
that your band is swcalo, >d so yellow ?'» Bulwer speaks of the 

"Cobweb-lawn yellow lurched ruffs." Pedigree of the English 
GaUaut, p. 536. 
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Towards the close of James's reign^ hb^reircr, wef 
perceive a slight alteratioD, Short jackets or doublets, 
with tabs and false slecTes hangring behind, succeed 
to the long-waisted doublets, and the hose, instead 
of being slashed or laced, were covered with loos6 
broad straps, richlj embroidered or adorned with 
but^i^ns, and discovering the silk dr velvet trunk at 
the narrow intervals between them* Vide poH^ait 
of Henry, Prhice of Wales, page 278. The atoeldngs 
were gartered beneath the knee, and the garters 
fiistened in a large bow or rosette on one side. The 
loose Gallic hosen were still worn, and fastened to 
the doublet or jacket just above the tabs by -innume- 
rable points. 

. In a MS. in the Harleian Library is the following* 
description of the dress of the famous George ViUiers^ 
]>uke of Buckingham, the favourite of James I. ** It 
was common with him at any ordinary dandn^ to 
have his clothes trimmed with great diamond buttons, 
and to It ^e di&faiond hatbands, cockades, aind eaN 
'iewl 1 ^shoi^^^'^ ^'^^ great and manifold knots of 
^ned in iewels ^ ^ manacled, fettered, and impri* 

®^vris in 1625 hi"®^'""^^ ^^^^ ** ^^^ ^^^^ ®^®' *® 
^% the richest itf twenty-seven suits 1^ clothes 
"^'S and gems coulcJ^ embroidery, lace, silk, velvet, 

^^hiite uncut velvet,^^ "^f«» ''''''^^.y!'^'''^ ""^^ 

t^ with diamonds v *'^*''* "* * 

*^'°*ds besides a creat'"^^ ^'^ fourteen thousand 

P?"Snds, as were also his'P**:; ^^"^'^ *" ,?!" "'^ 
1^' The following extraT"/^' S^f f. )T' ""^ 
^P"'^,same nobleman, and t^^ "i" •**' "^''f '" 
»Kl™Buckingham had accom^.^"f «°^?^ideg. 

7fisT,4ate8 idso to the fashion o/»«* *? ^adnd m 
lo^o, rc^ vearing jewels in. 

the hat :-" « •. .t. i • ^ 

(( T o^.d you," writes the king to k . ,. ^ 

youi wP"?. the three. bretheL thiff ^^^^^^ 
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fiill well, but iiewlie sette, and the •inirroure of 
Fraunce, the fellow of the Portugall dyamont, 
quiche I wolde wishe you to weare alone in- your 
hatte, with a little blakke feather ;" and to Bucking- 
ham he says, ** as to thee, my sweete gossippe, I 
send thee a faire table dyamont, quiche I wolde once 
have gevin thee before if thou wolde have taken it, 
and I haychung a faire pearle to it for weariti^ on 
thy hatte^ or quhaire thou plaisis, and if my Babie'* 
(as he always called Charles) '^ will ■ spaire thee the 
two ' long dyamonts in forme of an anker, with the 
pendant dyamont, it were fit for an admiral to weare*. 

If my Babie will. not spaire the anker from 

his mistresse, he may well lend thee his rounde 
brooche to weare, and yett he shall have Jewells to 
weare in his hatte for three great dayes." 

In Dekker's Horn-book, dated 1609, we read, 
*' When your noblest gallants consecrate their hours 
to their mistresses and to revelling they wear feathers 
then chiefly in their hats, being of y' fairest ensigns 
of their bravery ;*' and John Taylor, the -' Uer poet, 
reprobates the speudthrifl and the galla'^ ' vb " 

" Wear a farm in shoe-strings edged , . , ^^^ ' 

And spangled garters worth a corY. *^ '^ \ 

A hose and doublet which a \r' . ^ , *^ 
. , , , . .is' price almost ; 

A gaudy cloak three mansior |U l j 

A beaver band and feather .. ' , , 

» . . . . . . i^'C* the poor man's brei/ « 

Prized at the church's tyth ' ^ , V 

Silk wo«ted and thj-^eirS^rooK^J 
almost universally ^o^iu ' , , ^wocK- 

ings con«dered unfasj^ , . ; p^^, . ^ _ 
In 'The Hog hj^ jgu ^„^ „f the^^J^* 

t 
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of gallantry, are no more set by than a good leg in a 
woollen stocking. 

In the History of Jack of Newbury, a merchant is 
described in a grave-coloured suit, with a black 
cloak ; and in a comedy by Dekker, published a. d. 
1612 ', a man is told to walk *' in treble rufis like a 
merchant" 

The hat worn by the knights of the Garter at this 
time was high-crowned, and feathers having been 
latterly neglected (perhaps in favour of the jewelled 
hatband, which is frequently seen in this reign unac- 
companied by a plume), were re-introduced in the 
tenth year of James's reign. Some variation appears 
also in the colour of the mantle of foreign princes ; 
that sent to Frederick, Duke of Wurtemberg, in 
the fourth year of this reign, is stated to have been 
**of a mixed colour; to wit, purple and violet." 

The riband also, to which the lesser George, or 
medal, was appended rouhd the neck, was during 
this reign changed from black to blue. One of blue, 
or sky colour, is ordered in the twentieth of James I.^ 

The viscount's coronet, composed of an unlimited 
number of pearls round a circlet of gold, dates from 
this reign, and was first worn by Viscount Cranbourn, 
created 20th August, second of James I. 

ARMOUR AND WEAPONS. 

James I. is stated to have remarked of armour, 
that it was an excellent invention^ for it not only 
saved the life of the wearer but hindered him from 
^bing hurt to any body else. The increasing use 
and iiiA^rovements in fire-arms combined with other 
causes to bring it into disrepute, and before the clpse 
of this reign the armour of the heaviest cavalry ter- 
minated at the knees. Henry, Prince of Wales, 

* EntiUed < If this be not a good Play the De^iW W \Xe 
^ Asbmok'a History of Xh« Ot^v. 

2»^ 




Bmi7, Priao* d T*lM. Inrn Dnrt «■'• Fslidbioo. Ull 
appears only armed to the waist in the above 
engraving, copied from Dimyton'a Folyolbion. 

Amongst the cavalry, the iatercourge nilh Spaia 
changed the name of lancer into cavalier. The 
inhntry consisted orpikemen and musketeers; end 
during this reign the callver, a matchlock that could 
b« fired without a rest, came greatly into use, and 
ultimately superseded the long Are- arm all^wetfaer. 
A military treatise, published in 1819, by Edward 
Davis, gentlemen, tells us, that " a soldier mnit 
either accustom himself to bear a piece or a pike. If 
he bear a piece, then must he first learn to hok) the 
same ; to KCOmmodaLl* \»a qmX&V ^MVn^co. Mda t.«ii 
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Fig:.tt, a Imairioii/teinp. James I.; &, a boarginot; e, a (wWs feather; 
4^ a Unttoek ; «, tke tmtt of a pistol ; all from the Me^ek eellecftioli. 

foremost fingers and his thombe, and to plant the 
great end on his breast with a gallant soul^ier-Uke 

grace His flaske and touch-box must keep his 

powder, his purse and mouth his b)\M)&\VBk\iitocs^^ 
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his left hand must hold his match and piece, and the 
right hand use the office of charging and discharging." 
To the rest for the musket or matchlock was 
added in James's time a long rapier blade, for the 
defence of the soldier when he had discharged his 
piece. It was called the sweyne's feather, '* hog's 
bristle," and sometimes the Swedish feather, having 
been perhaps a Swedish invention. See onie en- 
graved above from the Meyrick collection, fig. c, 
with a morion and bourginot of the same period, 
figs, a and 5. The butt-end of the pistol in this 
reign became elongated^ Vide fig. e. 

THE FEMALE COSTUMft 

of this reign presents us with few variations/ The 
portrait of Anne of Denmark, queen of James I., 
exactly resembles^ in the general character of the 
dress, that of Queen Elizabeth, painted by Holbein. 
The enormous vardingale was worn throughout 
this reign by the nobility ; and Bulwer, in his pedi- 
gree of the English Gallant, tells us the following 
amusing story concerning this *' unnatural disguise- 
ment :" — When Sir Peter Wych was sent ambassador 
to the Grand Seignor from James I., his lady ac- 
companied him to Constantinople, and the Sultaness, 
having heard much of her, desired to see her; 
whereupon Lady Wych, attended by her waiting- 
women, all of them dressed in their great vardin- 
gales, which was the court-dress of the English 
ladies at that time, waited upon her highness. The 
Sultaness received her visitor with great respect, but, 
struck with the extraordinary extension of the hips of 
the whole party, seriously inquired if that shape was 
peculiar to the natural formation of English women, 
and L^dy Wych was obliged to explain the whole 
mystery of the dress, in order to convince bfir^>^( 
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she and her companions were not really so deformed 
as they appeared to be. 

The ruffs and bands or collars worn at this time 
by the ladies were generally stifiened with yellow 
starch like those of the gentlemeii. In the old play 
called ' Lingua, or the Combat of the Tongue and 
the Five Senses for superiority/ published a. d. 1607, 
w6 have a curious list of the articles of a fashionable 
lady's wardrobe. " Five hours ago," savs one of the 
eharacters, *^ I set a dozen maids to attire a boy likt 
a nice gentlewoman, but there is such doing with 
their locSdng^glasses ; pinning, unpinning ; setting, 
unsetting; formings and conformlngs; painting of 
blue veins and cheeks. Such a stir with sticks, combs, 
caseanets, dressings, purls, fall squates, busks, bodices, 
tearfs, necklaces, carcanets, rabatoes, borders, tires, 
fi&ns, palisadoes, puffs, rufis, «ufis, muffs, pusles, 
losles, partlets, friglets, bandlets, fillets, corslets, pen* 
dttlets, amulets, annulets, braceleta, and so many Idi 
(i e. stops or hindrances), that she is scarce dressed 
to the girdle; and now th^e is such calltn^ for 
fiurdingales, kittles, busk-points, shoe-ties, ana the 
like, that seven pedlars' shops, nay, all Stourbridge 
&ir, will scarcely furnish her. A ship Is soonet 
rigged by far than a gentlewoman made ready V* 

In 'the London Prodigal,' published a. n. 1605, 
Civft says to his sweetheart,-^^ Frances, I'll have tiiee 
go like a citizen, In a guarded gown and a French 
hood :'' and in * Eastward Hoe,' a comedy of 4he 
aame date^ Girtied says to her^sister,— ^^ Do you wear 
your quoif with a London licket, your stamen pettteoat 
with two guards, the buffen gown with tultaffetie 
bap and the velvet laCe.*' And grogram gowns, 
lined throughout with velvet, durance petUcoats, and 
idlver bodkins are mentioned by her as other parts of 
the appmrel and ornamentji of citizens' wives and 
tlaugfe^s^ 
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Ch AFTER XIX. 

BEIGN OP CHARLES I. AND COMMONWEALTH, 

1625—1660. 

The reign of Charles I., 1625 — 1648, introduces n^ 
to the most elegant and picturesque costume even 
worn in England, and from the circumstance of its 
being the habit of the time in which Vandyke painted, 
it has acquired the appellation of the Vandyke dress. 
It has been familiarized to us not only by the num*. 
t)erless. prints from the works of that great master, but^ 
through the medium of theatrical representations^ 
being, of all costumes, perhaps the best adapted for 
the stage, and therefore generally selected for such 
plays as are not fixed by their subject to some other 
particular era. For the same reason, with pardon* 
able licence, plays founded on incidents of the reign, 
of Charles II.. are a^ted in costumes of the reign, 
of Charles I. ; but the point was rather strained by 
the late Mr. Kemble, who formed out of the habits of 
the three reigns of Elizabeth, James, and Charles 
a conventional costume for the whole of Shakspeare's 
historical plays, from King John to Henry VIII.. 
The intention was, however,, a laudable one. Mr. 
Crarrick had broken ground, by assuming a fancy 
dress for' the. part of Richard III., but he played 
Macbeth to the last in a court suit of sky-blue and 
scarlet laced with gold> Mr. Kemhle's good sense 
and determined spirit induced him to reform this 
altogether; and though, to the antiquary, it was as; 
ridiculous to see the '^ gracious Duncan'' in trunk-, 
hojs^ fus in velvet breeches and silk stockings, th«. 
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itdity was not so striking^ to the tnillion, and 
e effect was infinitely heightened by the change, 
ate years the taste for spectacle has at least had 
^ood effect of inducing managers and actors to 
stricter attention to these matters, and two or 
^ of Shakspeare's plays were revived a few sea- 
back at Coven t Garden theatre^ with their cos-^ 
I corrected by the writer of this work, under the 
tion of Mr. Charles Kemble. Much, however, 
lina to be done. Richard III. still wears the 
ks of James I., with the plumed hat of Charles 
and the *' majesty of Denmark,'' supposed to 
! been buried before the Conquest, revisits '* the 
pses of the moon" in armour of the seventeenth 
iiry.. The French are far before us in this mat* 
aa they are indeed in nearly every thing else 
lected with dramatic entertainments. But to 
*n to the time of Charles I. The picturesque 
i of which we have spoken was introduced about 
niddle of his reign. At the commencement, the 
ons of the later years of his father's reign seem 
ave been preserved, and there was scarcely a 
m in Europe that had not contributed its share 
lem. Jn Ben Jonson's comedy of the ' New 
* first acted in 1629, a beau observes— 

'' I would put on 
The Savoy chain about my neck, the ruff, 
' The cuflfs of Flanders ; then the Naples hat 
With the Rome hatband, and the Florentine agate, 
The Milan sword, the cloak of Geneva set 
With Brabant buttons ; all my given pieces, 
My gloves, the natives of Madrid," &c. 

in his *'Tale of a Tub,* a later performance, men- 

i& made of '* long sawsedge hose, and breeches 

ed up like pudding-bags ;" and long breeches, 

citation of Uie Dutch fa^ion, are said to have 
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beeti wore fai thig reigti, und by Chatlei I. TIftM 
latter we take to be the breeches resembliDg ftllOTt 
trousers, descending almost to the boot-top* aa<l 
either fHnged or adonied with a row of points or 
ribands. 

At the commencement of the civil war, when the roy* 
alist party began to be denominated Cavaliers, and the 
republican, Round" Heads, the costume of England 
was as divided as its opinions ; but the dress of the 
Cavalier was gallant and picturesque in the extrene. 
It consisted of a doublet of silk, satin, or velvet, with 
large loose sleeves, slashed up the front ; the edla^ 
covered by a fklling band of the richest point kee, 
with that peculiar edging now called Vandyke; a 
short cloak was worn carelessly on one shoulder. 
The long breeches, fringed or pointed, as we have 
already mentioned, met the tops of the wide boots, 
which were also ruffled vdth lace or lawn. A broad* 
leafed Flemish beaver hat, with a rich hatband and 
plume of feathers, was set on one side the head, and a 
Spanish rapier, hung from a most magnificent baldridc 
t>r sword»beU, worn sashwise over the right shoulder. 
The doublet of silk or velvet was frequently ex- 
changed in tliese troublous times for a buff coat, 
which was richly laced, and sometimes embroidered 
with gold or.silver, and encircled by a broad silk or 
satin scarf tied in a large bow, either behind or over 
the hip, in which case the short doak was perhaps 
dispensed with \ In some instances a buff jerkin* 
without sleeves, was worn over the doublet Allu- 
sions are frequent in the old plays of this period to 
these defensive garments \ Charles I., in the twelfth 



^ The artist Is particulariy referred to Bletu** Atka for 
ritiei for nearly all the varietiea of ooitume, boCii civil as4 
mUitary, of thii reign. 

' ' The Duke of AlbemarlBi who conofiiled hie obiervalloDt oi 
tnilHuy affairs in 164($, recommends iasteatlt>f die tadss or tiM^ 
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year .of his reign, determined to restore the mantle 
of the order of the Garter to its original colour, and it 
..was accordingly worn, on the installation of the 
.Prince of Wales, of a rich celestial blue ; the sur- 
•coat and humerale remained crimson ; the hat was of 
black velvet as before. As early as the second year of 
his reign he had ordered the badge of the order (the 
jcroBs surrounded by the garter) to be worn by the 
knights on their daily dresses, and in 1629 it was 
formed into a star by surrounding it with rays as It 
is at present. 

The beard was worn very peaked, with small up- 
turned moustaches; the hair long in the neck, and 
sometimes, it should seem, powdered. John Owen« 
Dean of Christchurch and Vice-chancellor of Oxford, 
appears, in 1 652, *' in querpo like a young scholar, 
with powdered hair, snake-bone bandstrings, a lawn 
band, a large set of ribands pointed (i. e. tagged) at 
the knees, Spanish leather boots with large lawn tops, 
and his hat most curiously cocked'' (i. e. the flap 
turned up) : a dress well enough for a young gal- 
lant, but, as Strutt truly observes, ** improper enough 
for a clergyman.*' In the treble portrait of Charles 
I., by Vandyke, the king wears a jewel in one ear 
only. 

Although it does not furnish us with any particular 
information, we cannot refrain from quoting in this 
place the description of the dress of Oliver Crom* 
well, as given by an eye-witness. Sir Philip Warwick* 
*' The first time that I ever took notice of him," says 
that gentleman, ** was in the beginning of the Par- 
liament held in November 1640, when I vainly 
thought myself a courtly young gentleman, for we 
courtiers valued ourselves much upon our good 

" a girdle of double bufif, eight inches broad, to be worn under 
the skirts of the cloublet, to which it is hooked.*' He also oidviseii 
the use *' of a ^ood long buff ^love for thp left hand«" 



MS BSITISB COSTOHI. I 

clothw. I cime one nKvnlng Into tha hooH ««ll ' 
clad, and perceived t gentiemui •pemkinp vinm I 
knev not, very ordinarily apparelled ( for It wwk 
plain cloth luit, which Memed to hare been null 
by aa ill country tailor ( his linen was plain, and not 
very clsan ; and 1 remember a apeck or two of 
blood upon hie little band, whioh wri not maeh 
krgcc than hii collar ) hie hat waa vrithont a ha^ 
band; his stature waa of a good bIbb; his gwoid 
atack dose to bis side." 
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at Uiis period, being still considered very cumbroui, 
was, with Ihe exception of helmets, back and braast* 
pieces with tassets, whirh were worn by the pikeneA 
and muBketeers, conflned to the pieloliers and h«)Ty 
horse. Many noblemen and officers contented Uiein- 
selves with a cuirass over a buff coat; and soni 
entire regiments of cavalry were thus armed, and afr 
quired from thence the name of Cuirassiers. Dra- 
ffoons, first raised in France in the year 1600 by the 
Sfarslial de Brisac, were now part of our EnRlitli 
army, and wore at this time " a buff ooat with deep 
skirlB and an open head-fnece with cheeks." 
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According to atrcfttise published al Cambridge, 
lied ' Militarie Instructions for the Cavalrie/ dated 
ttd, we find that force divided into four classes : 
the lanoieV, the cuirassier, the harquebouse an^ 
jrbine, and the dragone." 

The lancier was to wear a close casque or head- 
tee, gorget, breast and back (pistol and culiver* 
tK>f*), pauldrons, vaipbraces, two gauntlets, tassets. 
itestets, culets or guarde de reins, a good sword 
(tiff, cutting, and sharp-pointed), with a girdle and 
ftDg^r BO listened that he might easily draw it ; a 
iff coat with long skirts to wear between his armour 
id his clothes ; his lantie either of the usual or pike- 
mpt^ only thicker at the butt«end^ eighteen feet 
mgi with a thong of leather to fasten it round the 
(lit arm ; one> if not two pistols of sufficient bore 
ad length; a flask, cartouch-box» and all appur* 
iMnces fitting. 

The cuirassier, armed as we have described, with 
Istols hanging at his saddle, and a good sword, stitf 
nd sharp-pointed like the lancier ; he is also to wear 
scarf, the only sign of company or uniform at this 
me, when the buff coat and cuirass concealed the 
lothes, though scarlet had been long the preyail* 
tg colour of the royal troops, and was retained by 
'romwell. 

The harquebusier, ** by the late orders rendered fit 
f the council of war,'' is to wear, besides a good buff 
lai, a back and breast like the cuirassier, more than 
»istol-proof, a head-piece, &c. ; a harquebuss, two 
set and a half long, hung on a belt by a swivel ; a 
ask) touch-box, and pistols. 
The carbineer is to have a good buff coat, a cap^ 

' Culiver or caliyer, corrupted from calibre, a fire*ann of the 
itnicular bore ordered by government, and lighter than nsnal 
natch or wheel-lock. <<Put me a caliver into Wart's hand/. 
len^IV.p, 2. 
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bine or petronel hang^in^ as the harquebuss, a swdrd, 
girdle, and hangers, a flask and a touch- box. • 

*' The dragone," we are told, " is of two kinds, 
pike and musket: the pike is to have a thpng of 
leather about the middle of it for convenience of 
carrying. The musketeer is to have a strap fastened 
to the stock of his piece almost from the one end 
to the other, by which, being on horseback, he 
hangeth it at his back, keeping his burning match 
and the bridle in the left hand." 

In 1645 the harquebussiers were accounted the 
second sort of cavalry, and wore triple-barred hel- 
mets, cuirasses with guard de reins, paul^rons and 
vambraces ; .at the same time the dragoons /^hanged 
their muskets for the shorter, piece callepl .a dragon, 
from whence, they had derived their name abroad, 
and in 1649 tl\ey carried the caHver. ■ . ' 

The pot- helmet or open head- piece with qheeks 
(fig. a), the single and triple-barred helmets worn 
by .the dragoons and barquebussiers-of this; j^od 
(figs. & and c), are engraved -above from - the; pri- 
ginal§ at Goodrich Court. , >^ ; , , . .- i , ^ - . 

The. modern fircjlock. was ^ invented abno^V^ 
perio4» and the improvement was; suggested by afie- 
culiax fire-arm called the siiapharfnce^ frpna it$ :be|^ 
invented and used by a set 'of Dutch msuiiaud^ 
called snaphans or poultry-stealers:^ the light of the 
match betrayed them, and they could not. aiSbrd to 
purchase the expensive wheel-lock, they therefore 
substituted a flint for the pyrite, and an upright 
moveable furrowed piece of steel in lieu of the wheel ; 
the cover of the pan being pushed back, the pie^e of. 
steel was brought to stand, over it^ and the spark 
elicited as at present. The snaphaunce was known 
as early as Elizabeth s time ; but the firerlock dates 
from about 1635. . Before this invention the wheel- 
lock was firequently called the fire-lock; but tUit 
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Km was afterwards used for the modem piece alone, 
'he muaket-retts and aweyne's feather were aban- 
oned duriog the civil wars. 



THE PEUALB COSTUHB 

t the commencement of the reign underwent no 
hange. The French hood and the vardiagale were 
till worn, and the high-crowned hat was adopted by 
ilizens' wives and country-women, particularly of the 
uritanical party. 




The following is "a catalogue" of the apparel' and 
maments of a fantosticai lady of fashion, by ihe 
Bonymous author of the dramatic paatoral called 
Rhodon and Iris/ said in the title-pa^ to have been 
int acted Hay 3, 1631, at the floriaU' ixtai. mi. 
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Norwich. The ftpeakcr Ecknowledges it to be ** u 
tedious as a tailor*8 bill */* but it is ititerestinff to us 
for the names it contains of ** all the devices he ii 
•* commanded to provide, videlicet :" — 

" Chains, coroneUi pendtns, bracelets, and ear-rings ; 
Pins, girdles, spangles, embroyderies, and rings; 
Shadowet, rebatocs, ribbands, ruffs, cuffs , falls, 
Scarfes, feathers, fans, naskes, muS^ laces, cauls, 
Thin tiffaates, cobweb lawn, and fardiagali, 
Sweet iala, vayles, wimples, gltnes, crisping^tit. 
Pots of ointment, combes, with poking-^ ticka and bodkiMf) 
Coyfes, gorgets, fringes, rowles, fillets, and hair-laces, 
Silks, damasks, velvets, tiniets^ cloth of gold^ 
Of tiaiues with colours of a huadred fold ; 
But in her tyres, so uew-faogled is she, 
That which doth with her humour now agree^ 
To-hiorrow she dislikes 4 ttow doth ahe sweara 
That a loose body is the neatest wttre ; 
But era an boart be gone aba will protest, 
A ttrait fownt graces bar proportion b4st| 
Near calls she for a bolattrous fardiagall, 
Then to her hips she'll have her garments fall; 
New doth she prats* a sleeve that's long and wide, 
Yet, by and by that fashion doth deride ; 
Sometimes she applauds a pavement^weeping traiaei 
And presently ditpraiseth it againe ; 
Now the commends a shallow banda so small,. 
That it may leem scarce any bande at all ^ 
But soon to a new fancy doth she reele, 
And calls for one as big as a coach-wheele : 
She'll wear a flowing coronet to-day. 
The symball of her beauty's sad decay ; 
To-morrow she a waving plume will try, 
Tba emblem of all female levitie i 
Now in her hat, then in her hair la drest ; 
Now, of all fashions, she thinks change the best : 
Nor in her weeds alone it she so nice. 
Hat rich parfaaiet the bays at aay price j 
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Storax and ipiktBaid At bunii ki htr «liaiii^i^ 

And dtubt btrMlf with oivet, miMk, and ambf r } 

* « « t « * 

Watert tkt hatb !• make her laf* tQ ikiati 
Confections eke to clarify ker ikln ; 
Lip-ialveij and clotbei of a rich scarlet dye 
She bath, which to her cheeks she doth apply ^ 
Oiotment, ivherewith she pargets o'er her face, 
An4 iustrifies her beauty's dying grace,*' &c. &c« 

a 

Mas&inger, in his * City Madam,* printed a. b« 
1059, ^ives us to understand that the French hood, 
and the buffln gown mentioned in the previous reirn, 
were at that time out of fkshion. *^ My young ladles 
in buffi n gowns and green aprons— -tear them off! — 
and a French hood too— now 'tis out of fkshion — a 
lbol*8-cap wouM be better!'* In the same play Luke 
describes the dress of a rich merchant's wifb in the 
speech he makes to the city madam i^^ 

'< You wore 

Sattio on soleiBQ days j; a cli«iq of gold, 

A velvet hood, rich borders, and f oiQeUwef 

A daiaty ipioever cap ; a silver pin 

Headed with a pearl, worth three-pence, aa4 thui dr 

You were priviledged--^o one envied it^ 

It being for the citie's honour that 

There should be a distinction made betwew 

The wife of a patrician and a plebeian. 
4> ♦ • * • 4 

Since your husband xna knighted, as I said, 

The reverend hood cast off, your borrowd hair ' 

Powdered and curled, was, by your dresser's artj 

Formed like a coronet, hanged with diamoads 

And richest orient pearU ; your carkanett 

That did adorn your neok, of equal value ; 

Your Hungerland bands and Spanish quellio rufTs^ 

Great lords and ladies feasted to survey 
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Embroidered petticoats; and sickness fain*d 
That your night-rails, at forty pounds apiece^ 
lif ight be seen 'with envy of the visitants ; 
Rich pantables (slippers) in ostentation shown, 
And roses worth a^ family/' 

And at this time accordin^^ly we find a change in 
the female costume, which renders it equally elegant 
with that of the other sex. The hood and vardingale 
disappear, and with them the yellow starched ruffs 
.and bands. In Killigrew's Pafson's Wedding, pub- 
lished in the next reign, he alludes to the time 
when *^ yellow starch and wheel vardingales were 
cried down V* The wearing of yellow starched ruffs 
had indeed declined from the time that Mrs. Turner, 
•a physician's widow, who had a principal hand ia 
the poisoning of Sir Thomas Overbury, was exe- 
cuted^ : she went to the gallows with a yellow ruff 
round her neck, and it consequently became un- 
fashionable. Bulwer says, " it is well that the fashion 
died at the gallows with her that was the supposed 
inventrix of it.'' But she was not the inventrix : it 
originated iii France. Mrs. Turner is said io have 
introduced it into England. The habit of a lady of 
the clotfe of Charles's reign is given on the facing 
page, from a print after Hollar ; it is distinguished 
by its rich full sleeves and elegant ^ling collar edged 
with lace. The hair too is dressed aAer the fiishion 
revived in our days, and the approach to the costume 
of Charles Il.*s reign generally indicated. The mask 
was much worn in this reign. 

The ladies of the republican party were chiefly 

^ A. D. 1615. But in a play, printed as late as 1661, called 
* the Blind Lady,* a serving-man says to a chamber-maid, **• Yoa 
bad once better opinions of me, though now you wash every dsy 
your best handiterchief in yellow stardi." 

' Howel's Letters. 
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ittgmiti«d by the pldnbesB «f their ktlire and their 
KMKc to some of the more staid and sober articleB 
fie old dress, such as tiie faood, the hi^-crowned 
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CHAPTKa XX. 
EEION OF CHARLES 11., 1660—1665. 




CUHnll. and fall 
With the reetoration of ihe houK of Stuart, Faahioo 
also regained the throne, from which she had bees 
driven by the stem and puritanical republictias, audi 
like the " meiry monarch" nith whom she retuToed, 
many were the mad pranks she played in the delirium 
of her joy ; many the eiceaaee &he committed. Taste 
imd elegance were abandoned for eitravngance umI 
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folly ; and the male costume, which in the time of 
Charles I. had reached the highest point of pic^ 
turesque splendour, degenerated and declined from 
this moment, and expired in the square coat, cocked 
hat, full-bottomed wig, and jack-boots of the follow- 
ing century. 

The birth of these odious articles may be traced to 
Charles II.'s reign ; at the commencement of which 
a few fantastical additions to the Vandyke costume 
injured but did not totally destroy it. The doublet 
was made exceedingly short, open in front, without 
any under waistcoat, and displaying a rich shirt, 
which bulged out from it over the waistband of 
the loose breechesj which, as well as. the large full 
sleeves, were exceedingly ornamented with points 
and ribands. Beneath the knee hung long drooping 
lace ruffl^, and the falling collar of lace, with a high- 
crowned, hat and plume of feathers, still preserved 
some of its old gallant cavalier character ; but the 
fashions of the court of Louis XIV. of France soon 
found their way across the water " to Whitehall 
Stairs^*^ and the servile imitation of the courtiers of 
the Qiande Monarque gave rise to that absurd and 
detestable monstrosity, a periwig. His majesty, it 
appears, when a little boy, had remarkably beautiful 
hair, which hung in long waving curls upon his 
shoulders, and the courtiers, out of compliment to 
their young sovereign, had heads of false hair made 
to imitate his natural locks, which obtained the name 
of perukes. When the king grew up, he returned the 
compliment by adopting the article himself, and the 
perruque or peruke speedily lodged upon the heads 
and shoulders of all the gentlemen of England, 
under the corrupted appellation of a periwig \ 

* Holme spells it ** perawicke." A letter was written by 
Charles II. to the University of Cambridge forbiddine the mem. 
hers to wear periwigs, smoke tobacco, and read tbeir sernio^ 
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■ •* Misfortunes nertr come single," says the pro* 
verb. So extraordinary a head-dress as the periwig 
demanded a different covering to the hifrh-crowned 
hat or broad-leafed Spanish sombrero. Down went 
the crown and up wetit the brims at the side ; a row 
of feathers was placed round it in lieu of the chivalrfe 
plume, and the f^rst approach was made to the 
eoeked hats of the eighteenth century. 

As early as the year 1658 the petticoat-breechet 
had made their appearance in England ; and the 
fashion of wearing large stirop hose or stockings, 
two yards wide at the top, with points through several 
eyeletholes, by which they were made fast to th6 pet* 
ticoat^breeches by a sing-le row of pointed ribands 
hanging at the bottom, was brought to Chester from 
France in that year by one \Villiam Ravenscrafit, 
whose name has from this circumstance been res« 
cued from oblivion by Randal Holmes, the Cheshire 
herald, whose notes on dress, in the Harleian 

and when he wai* at Newmarket, Nathaniel Vincent, doctor of 
dUvinilyf fcUow of Qiarf l]all, and chaplain to his majesty, preached 
before him in a long periwig and hoUand sleeves, according to 
the fashion in uM imbrigst gentlemen at that time. This foppery 
displeased the Ung, who commanded the Doke of Monmouth, 
then chancellor of ttii univieiMty, to causa the^lMfttea coneeminf 
decency of apparel an^pag the clefgy to be pjut /in •xfcutioa { 
which was accordingly done. Struti's Oresa and Habitt» vol. ii. ; 
Hone's £very Day Sook, Vol. i.; Ath. Oxon. vol. ii.'vol.' 1033. 

It must be remembered, however, that false hair wia worn bf 
both sexes and in great pix>fusion daring tl^Higna 6f Elisijbet& 
avd James I.; and the es^ession ** a robusCiovs pfifimi^. pated 
fellow," is uaed by Sbakspeare in his Hamlet, written about 
1600. In that passage^ however, he most probably aUodes to 
the character wig worn by a tragic actor, and not to a general 
fashion. 

When, the llarqtiia of Buckingham and Prince Cbarlea weet 
to Paris in 1623, in their way to Spain, ^for the better veiling of 
their visages his highness and the marquis Sought each of them 
a periwig somewhat to overshadow their foreheads." See Re!iq« 
WottoDiaD«| p. 85. 
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Library, were written about 1660. Under tbe' date 
of 1659 Holmes gives the following description ofa 
gentleman's dress: "A abott-waisted doublet and 
pKtticoat-breeches, the lining being lower than the 
breeches, is lied above the knees ; the breecbea are 
ornamented with ribands up to tbe pocket, and half 
their breadth upon tbe thigh ; the waistband is Mt 
about with ribands, and the shirt hanging out over 
them." These petticoat-breeches at length assumed 
the shape of the skirls or bases to the doublets and 
jerkins in Henry Vlll.'s time ; and, with tbe usual 
caprice of &shion, the doublet er jacket, which was 
BO short at the beginning of this reign that it scarcdy 
came below tbe breast, was, towards- the concluHon 
of it, elongated to the middle of tbe thigh, with 
sleeves to the elbows, terminated by rows and 
bunches of ribands, from under which bulged forth 
the sleeves of the shirt, rufied and adorned also pro- 




tU BBttlSH OOaTUHB. 

fiiiely with ribands t in this shape, with buttons and 
button-boles sit down the iVont, it became In ^t a 
eoat, and mcoMbgly, in BuinKBtory of appaitl 
provided for Charles II. in 10T9, we find a complete 
■uit of one material, under the familiar desi^atioa 
of cnat, waietcoat, and breeches. Pantaloons aft 
mentioned in the same inventory, and a yard and a 
half of lutestring allowed for them. Holland drawers, 
and flannel Uid cotton trousers, are also amongst the 
items. 

liong; and short kersey stocking are reckoned 
amongst the exports in the Book of Rates, as it 
stood in the twelfth of Charles II. ; and we also find 
there stockings of leather, of silk, of woollen, and of 
worsted, for men and children ; Irish stocking, and 
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the lower end of stoddngs, which, Mr. Strutt ob- 
serves, are probably what are now called socks ; and 
among the imports, hose of crewd^ called mantua 
hose, and stockings of wadmol. 

Neckcloths or cravats of Brussels and Flanders 
lace were worn towards the close of this reign, and 
tied in a knot under the chin, the ends hanging down 
square. 

The costume of the. knights of the Garter became 
in this reign exactly what it is at present The cap 
of estate^ with its ostrich and heron plume, and the 
broad blue riband worn over the left shoulder and 
brought under the right arm, where the jewel or 
lesser Greorge hangs^ being introduced in their pre* 
sent form shortly before the publication of Ashmoto'* 
History of the Order. 

The baron's coronet, composed of six pearls set at 
equal distances round a circlet of gold (four of which 
only are seen in engravings), dates firom this reign* 

THE IIILITAR7 COSTUME 

was nearly that of the Civil Wars and the Common^ 
wealth ; but armour was gradually fhlling into dis- 
us€t Yam braces were abandoned by hargobussier a 
in the first year of the Restoration ; and the helmet 
and corslet oir cuirass, or the gorget alone, worn oteir 
a buff coati formed the total defence of steel at this 
period worn by the officers. 

*' The arms, offensive and defensive," says the sta* 
tute of the thirteenth and fourteenth of Charles 11.^ 
*' are to be as follows : the defensive arms (of the 
cavalry), a back, breast, and pot, and the breast and 
pot to be pistol-proof. The offensive arms, a sword 
and a ease of pistols, the barrels whereof are not to 
be under fourteen inches in length. For the foot, a 
musketeer is ordered to have a musket, the barrel 
not under three ftet in length i a. collar of b«udftlv»«x 
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with a Bword. I^kemen are to be srmed with a 
pike made of ash, not under uxteen feet in length, 
with a back, bfeaat, head-piece, and sword." 

The present familiar names of the regiments com-' 
prising the British army commence from this rei^. 
The Life Guards were raised in 1661; composed 
and treated, however, like the Gardes du Corps of 
the French,' beinif formed principally of gentleinen' 
of family and distinction, who. tberaselTCs or tlieir' 
fethers, had fouGflit in the civil wars. In the same' 
year the Blues were also embodied, and called ihe- 
Oxford Blues, from their fint commander, Anbrey, 
Earl of Oxford.' The Coldstream Foot-guards dale- 
their formation from 1660, when two regiments were, 
added to the one raised about ten years previndilf 
by General Monk at Coldstream, on the borders (tT 
Scotland. To these were added the Ist Royal Scots;' 
brought over from France at the Restoration; Ite' 
3d, orQaeenV raised in 1661 ; the 3d, or Old Bdffi^ 
irOm their accoutrements bang composed of buBalo' 
leather, embodied in 1665; the Scotch Fnsiliers- 
(now the 2Ut foot), raised in 1673, and so called' 
boat tbeir carrying the fiitU, invented ia Fntne in 
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1630, beiDg a firelock lighter than the musket, but 
about .the same length ; and the 4th, or King's Own, 
raised in 1680. During this reign the bayonet was 
invi^nted at Bayonne, whence its name,; it was some- 
times, three-edged, sometimes flat, with a wooden hilt 
like a dagger, and was screwed or merely stuck into 
the muzzle of the gun.. Bandoliers were still worn 
in 1670, but had been gradually growing into dis- 
esteem, according to Sir James Turner, for the last 
thirty years. Cartridge-boxes of tin, upon the prin- 
ciple of the old patron of Elizabeth's time, are 
strongly recommended by Lord Orrery. 





Bsyonttf of the earliest form, from the Meyrick collection. 
THE FEMALE COSTUME 

of the days of Charles II. ! What a bevy of beauties 
does the mere mention of it conjure up to our recol- 
lection. The lovely Hamilton, the blushing Bagot, 
the bewitching Stewart, the tender-eyed Temple, La 
trbte Heretiere, Nell Gwyn. Who has not doated 
on them in the Memoirs of Grammont, or on the 
walls of Hampton Court. Charles IL's beauties 
were the very reverse of their mothers in dress as in 
demeanour. The starched ruff, the steeple-crowned 
hat, the rigid stomacher, and the stately fardingale, 
were banished with the gravity and morality of their 
wearers. A studied negligence, an elegant deshabille, 
is the prevailing character of the costume in which 
they are nearly all represented ; their glossy ring- 
lets escaping from a simple bandeau of pearls^ or 
adorned by a single rose^ fall in graceful profusioa 

1\^ 
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ilpdn Kn'owy neeka^, unveiled by even*th« trahspaireht 
lawn of the band or the purtelet) and the fair round 
arm, bare to the elbow, reclines upon the voluptuous 
satin petticoat, while the gown, of the same rich 
material, piles up its voluminous train in the back- 
ground. 

The numerous and splendid engravings from 
paintings of this period, to be met with in every 
printseiler^s window or private portfolio, render en*' 
gravings of this costume perfectly unnecessary. 
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Thb two brief reigns of Jamei II. and William Iir. 
are distinguished by icarcely any novelty in the civil 
costume. The petticoat-breechM were again ex- 
changed for those which tied beneath the knee ; but 
the latter were (nado to Wt closer than of yore, and 
the stockings drawn over them to the middle of the 
thigh. The periwig became more monstrous, and it 
was the fashion for ths beaus to comb their perukes 
publicly, for which purpose large combs of ivory or 
tortoise-shelt, curiously chased and ornamented, were 
carried in the pocket m contttanlly at the snuff-box, 
which had latterly alio became an indispensable ap- 
pendage to a fine geitUmAlk At court, in the mi^U 
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and in the boies of the theatre, a pUlant of tbesi 
days combed his peruke during a convenatioi] or 
flirtation with the same air that a modem exquiaice 
would twirl his moustaches. The full-bottomed wig 
was worn by the learned professions and those who 
affected particular gravity. Farquhar, iu bis comdy 
af ' Love and a Bottle,' written in 169B, remarks thtt 
" a fiill wig " is imagined as " infalliable a token of 
wit as the laurel." 

The broad brims of the hats were now frequently 
turned up on two sides ; they were ornamented b; 
several feathers placed round them, or by bows <^ 
ribands. To turn up the brim or flap of the bat 
was, in tlie language of that day, to cock it, and 
each gallant cocked his bat according to his owa 
fancy, or after the style of some leader of fasbioa. 
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* One mode wis called after the unfortunate fiukci of 
Monmouth, the Monmouth cock, 

. To the Imad-falling bands had now succeeded the 
small Geneva hands, like those worn by our modern 
dergymen and councillors \ and the rich neckcloth pr 
emv^ of Brussels or Flanders lace was worn by the 
nobility and men of. fashion exceedingly long, and 
the ends passed through the button4ioles of the 
waistcoat. Shoe-buckies began to displace the 
rosettes ; some difficulty exists in assigning an exact 
date to their lutroduction : buckles for shoes are 
mentioned as early as .the reign of Edward IV., but 
they were most likely used to fasten the strap that 
crossed the instep on one side of the shoe, and must 
have been exceeding small* as they do not appear in 
any illumination or effigy. The earliest date we 
have heard assigned tp the shoe-buckle, properly so 
called, is 1680. They became general in the reign 
of Queen Anne. . 

THE MIIiI'^ARY COSTPHE. 

The helmet is now seldom worn, and the full flow- 
ing wig contrasts itself most ridiculously with the 
steel cuirass. 

Carahineetir so calle4 from th^ fire-arm they car- 
ried, began td be embodied in Jam^s II.'s time, and 
were formed into^egimepts in the reign of William 
III. They wore breast, and back plates, and iron 
skull-caps sewn in the crowns of their hats (vide 
engraving, page 300). T)iey were armed with swords, 
and carried pistols in holsters; the carbine slung 
behind by a belt and swivel. 

James II. added to the British cavalry the 1st, or 
King's regiment of Dragoon Guards, 6th of June, 
1685; and the 2d, or (Queen's Dragoon Guards, in 

^ Except that instead of being two small pieces worn for 
distinction merely, they were bonft tide collars, the ends of vhlcbL 
hung negligently out over the waistco&U 
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the same year. They were trained to act either on foot' 
or on horseback, the men being armed with firelocks 
and bayonets in addition to their swords and pistols. 

To the infantry were added the fifth and seventh 
regiments (the latter called the Royal Fusiliers), both 
embodied in 1685, and the Welsh Fusiliers, or 
twenty-third regiment, in 1688. 

The bayonet was still a dagger, but the ring, added 
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to the g^ard at first for defence, was brought into 
great use at this time on the Continent. In one of 
WiUiam III.'s campaigns in Flanders a French re- 
giment advanced against the British twenty-iiAh, 
with bayonets fixed by a* ring over the muzzle. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell ordered his men to 
screw their bayonets into the muzzles of their mus* 
kets to receive the French, who he expected were 
coming to the charge, when the latter suddenly threw 
in a heavy fire, to the astonishment of the British, 
who could not understand how it was possible to fire 
with fixed baypnet^s. They, however, recovered 
themselves, charged, and drove the enemy out of the 
line.' This improvement suggested the socket bay- 
onet, which was shortly afterwards invented and 
displaced entirely the pike. Two bayonets are en- 
graved here of the time of William III.; the im- 
proved one, with the ring at the side of the guard,' 
has a blade two feet long. 

THE FEMALE COSTUME 

remained unaltered during the reign of James II. ; 
but some Dutch fashions appear to have followed 
the court of William and Mary. The bosom, which 
had been for some years past indelicately exposed, 
was again consigned to the guardianship of the 
jealous and formal stomacher. The elegant full 
sleeve of the gown was replaced by a tight one, with 
a cuff* above the elbow, in imitation of the coats of 
the gentlemen, from beneath which fell a profusion 
of lace in the shape of ruffles or lappets ; and a long 
glove, in the portrait of Queen Mary by Visscher, 
(vide second engraving, p. 308,) completes the en- 
velopment of the arm in satin, lace, and leather. 
The hair, which had latterly been permitted to fall 
in natural ringlets upon the shoulders, and seldom. 
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kirthened with more ornaments than a Jewel or » 
flower, was now combed up from the forefaeBd l[ke s 
rising billow, and surmounted by piles of ribands 
and lace, dispoied in regular and alternate tiers', or 
the ribands were formed into high stiffened bows, like 
the lately fashionable coiffure k la Giraffe, and covered 
or not, as it mi^ht happen, by a lace scarf or veil, 
that streamed down each side of the pinnacle. Far- 
quhar, in his comedy of ' Love and a Bottle,' men- 
tions " tbe high top-knots ;" and Swift, the " [rfn- 
ners edged with colberteen," as the lace streamers 
were caUed. The fan in its modern, or what would 
now be termed " old fashioned" shape, is seen in the 
hands of the Duchess of Portsmouth and Queen 
Mary, having superseded its picturesque predecessor 
during the reign of Charles II. 

' This heid-drcsiwM sonwlimei called »(ower, but U mom 
generally known under (ho exUiordinary, wa ihould ■Imott 
think cMJrial, dtnomiBUiDa of a cownaiU ! 
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In the 

ECCLESIASTICAL COSTUME 

the only novelty is the peruke. Archbishop Tillot* 
son is the first prelate represented in a wi^. It is 
however of moderate dimensions, and not much un- 
like a natural head of hair. In one of his sermons 
the pious primate alludes to this innovation : '* I can 
remember,'* says he, ** since the wearing the hair 
below the; ears was looked upon as a sin of the first 
magnitude ; and when ministers generally, whatever 
their text was, did either find or make occasion to 
reprove the great sin of long hair, and if they saw 
any one in the congregation guilty in that kind, they 
would point him out particularly, and let fiy at him 
with great zeal." 
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COSTUME OF THE EIGHTEENTH CBNTUHV, FROK 

THE ACCESSION OP ANNS, AND TO THB 

PRESENT PERIOD, 




OtBtlemni of tli. rdf n> nf QoMii Ann*. Gant I 
coUMtiiui, pabli.lMd in 175',. 
a,17l)0-15il, ITBS; e, 1715; * 1751- 

We have at length arrived at the last period the 
fashions of which can be a subject of interest or 
inquiry to our readers. With 

THB KBIQN OF QUEEN ANNE (1702 — 14) 

vanished every relic of out chivalric costume except 
the sword, which still completes the full dress of the 
foart of St, James's, 
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Square-cut coats and long-flapped waistcoats witK 
pockets in them, the latter meetin"^ the stockings, 
still drawn up over the knee so high as to entirely 
conceal the breeches, but gartered below it ; large 
hanging cuffs and lace ruffles ; the skirts of the coatsr 
stiflRened out with wire or buckram, from between 
Irhich peeped the hilt of the sword, deprived of the 
broad and splendid belt in which it swung in the pre- 
ceding reigns ; blue or scarlet silk stockings with 
gold or silver clocks ; lace neckcloths ; square-toed 
short-quartered shoes', with high red heels and small 
buckles ; very long and formally-curled perukes, 
black tiding-wigs, bag-wigs, and nightcap-wigs; 
small three-cornered hats laced with gold or silver 
galloon, and sometimes trimmed with feathers, com^ 
posed the habit of the noblemen and gentlemen 
during the reigns of Queen Anne and 

OEOROE 1. (1714 — 27.) 

Minuter fashions were of coarse continually arising^ 
and disappearing, adopted and named after some 
leader of the ton, or in commemoration of some pub- 
He event. The famous battle of Ramilies, for in- 
stance, introduced the Kamilie cock of the hat, and 
a long gradually-diminishing plaited tail to the vrig, 
with a great bow at the top, and a smaller one at the 
bottom called a Ramilie tail^ and the peruke itself a 
Ramilie wigy which was worn as late as the reign of 
George III. Tying the hair is said to have been first 
introduced by the noted Lord Bolingbroke. (See 
Nash's Collect, for Worcestershire, i. 561.) The 
cocked hat had a variety of shapes in the reign of 
Queen Anne. In No. 526 of the Spectator, "John 
Sly, a haberdasher of hats and tobacconist," is di<* 
rected to take down the names of such country gen- 
tlemen as have left the hunting for the military cock oC 
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the hat upon the approach of peace ; and in No. 532 
is a letter written in the name of the said John Sly, 
in which he states that he is preparing hats for the 
several kinds of heads that make figures in the realms 
of Great Britain, with cocks significant of their 
powers and faculties. His hats for men of the facul- 
ties of law and physic do but just turn up to give a 
little Hie to their sagacity ; his military hats glare 
full in the face ; and he has prepared a familiar easy 
cock for all good companions between the above- 
mentioned extremes ^ 

THE REIGN OF GEORGE II. (1727 60) 

produced no alteration in the general character of 
the dress; but to the catalogue of wigs we find 
added the tye-wig and the bob-wig, the latter some* 
times worn without powder. The Ramilie tail was 
followed by the pigtail, which appears in prints of 
this reign as early as 1745, and some young men 
wore their own hair dressed and profusely powdered. 
In the Rambler, No. 109, dated 1751, is a letter 
from a young gentleman, who says his mother 
*' would rather follow him to the grave than see him 
sneak about with dirty shoes and blotted ^nger^,^ 
hair unpowdered, and a hat uncocked ;'' and,; in 
1753, the Adventurer, No. 101, contains a descrip- 
tion of the gradual metamorphosis of a greenhorn 
into a blood. *^ I cut oflf my hair and procured a 
brown bob periwig of Wilding, of the same colour, 
with a single row of curls just round the bottomt. 
which I wore very nicely combed and without pow- 
der. My hat, which had been cocked with great ex- 
actness in an equilateral triangle, I discarded, and 
purchased one of a more fashionable size, the fore 

^ November 25, 1712, John Sly writes to say he has seen of late 
French hats of a prodigious magnitude pass by bis obstnratory. * 
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corner of which projected near two inches further 
than those on each side, and was moulded ipto the 
shape of a spout.'' The fashion, however, soon 
changed, for we find he afterwards altered his hat 
by considerably elevating and shortening the fore 
comer of it till " it no longer resembled a spout, 
but the corner of a minced pye." 

This latter fashion was succeeded by a larger cocked 
hat imported from Germany, and distinguished by 
the name of the Keveuhuiler; and, at the com- 
mencement of the reign of 

GEORGE III. (1760) 

we are told '^ hats are now worn upon an average six 
inches and three-fidhs broad in the brim, and cocked 
between Quaker and Kevenhuller. Some have their 
hats open before like a church spout, or the scales 
they weigh flour in ; some wear them rather 
sharper, like the nose of a greyhound, and we can 
distinguish, by the look of the hat, the mode of the 
wearer's mind. There is the military cock, and the 
mercantile cock ; and while the beaux of St. James's 
wear their hats under their arms, the beaux of 
Moorfields Mall wear them diagonally over their left 
or right eye. Some wear their hats with the corners, 
which should come over their foreheads, in a direct 
line pointed into the air. Those are the Gawkies* 
Others do not above half cover their heads, which is 
indeed owin^: to the shallowness of their crowns." 
The hat edged with a gold binding, the same in- 
formant tells us, was at that time the distinguishing 
badgie of " the brothers of the turf.'' In 1770 the 
Nivernois hat was the rage. It was exceedingly 
small, and the flaps fastened up to the shallow crown, 
whk:h was seen above them, by hooks and eyes. 
The comer worn in front was of the old s^^out o^ 

1^ 
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shovel-shape, and stiflened out by a ^wire. Gold- 
laced hats were again general in 75 ; and in 78 
were adopted by many to give them a military or 
distinguished air, and to escape the press-gangs that 
were remarkably busy in that year*. 

Round hats began to be worn in the morning 
shortly after this date, and the French revolution! 
in 1789, completed the downfal of the three-cornered 
cocked hat on both sides of the channel. It was 
insulted in its decay by the nick-name of ^ an Egham, 
Staines, and Windsor," from the triangular direction- 
post to those places which it was said to resemble ; 
but a flat, folding, crescent-shaped beaver still called 
a cocked hat, but more correctly an opera-hat, dis- 
tinguished the beaux at the theatre, from whence it 
derived its name, and at full-dress evening parties 
till within the last few years, and the chapeau-de- 
btas, a small triangular silk article, the shadow of its 
gold-laced prototype, slipped under the arm of the 
courtier. The old original three-cornered cocked hat, 
banished from the fashionable world, has found a 
temporary refuge on the heads of the state coachmen 
of our royal and noble families, and enjoys a sort of 
life-interest in the pegs of Greenwich and Chelsea 
Hospitals, dropping to the earth with its veteran 
wearer. The opera-hat has given way to the crush- 
hat, and the chapeau-de-bras is but just tolerated 
within the privileged precincts of the court. 

The wig was likewise doomed to feel the influence 
of the French revolution. During the latter half of 
the eighteenth century it had gradually diminished 
in size, and the practice of frizzing, plastering, and 
powdering the hair till it was at least as ugly as a wig, 

' For this and several other interesting facts concerning the. 
fashions of the long reign of George III., we are indebted to the 
notes and conversation of a highly esteemed Octagenarian, tvhosd^ 
l^nracity is as unquestionable as his memory is extraordinary. 
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bibft evisu now .some faithful followers. In 1778 9. 
di99t tneeaw-like toupee and a portentous tail disiin^ 
guUliecl a maccaroni (vide print, entitled Maccaroni's 
C^QUrtship, published February 1, 1772) ; but the r#- 
publican spirit of the Parisians revived the classical 
poiffiire of Rome, and a **t^te k la Brutus" put to 
pight the " ailes de pigeon" of the ancient reg^me« 
The bag fi^iH clings to the collar of the courtier^ 
though the wig, and even the powder, has been gra* 
dually dispensed with, and a solitary pigtail id now 
Mid then seen reclining on an elderly gentleman'9 
iboulderi as if only to remind us 

** That such things were 
And were most dear to us.** 

The gquare-cut coat and long-flapped waistcoat of 
^e reign of Queen Anne and the first two Georges 
linderwent an alteration about the middle of the reigi| 
of their successor. The skirts were unstifiened, thf 
waists shortened, and the cut of the present cour^ 
^uit introduced. Cloth became the general material 
for the coat, and velvet, silk, satin, and embroidery 
were reserved for court dresses, or waistcoats and 
breeches only. The latter were, from the close of 
George II.'s reign, worn over the stocking as at pre- 
sent, and fastened first by buckles and afterwards by 
strings. The shoes were worn with longer quarters 
j^nd larger buckles^. The lace cravat was abftn- 
doned about 1735, and a black riband worn round the 
neck tied in a large bow in fronts To this succeeded 

f III 1777 the buttons of the coat and the buckles on thf 
(hoes were worn of an enormous size, and occasioned the pror 
duction of a caricature called ' Buckles and Buttons, or I'm 
ihe thing, deme !' A beau with steel buttaru dazzling a lady, 
is the subject of another caricature of the same year. 

^ This must not be confounded with the solitaire, which was a 
black riband worn loosely round the neck almost like an order of 
knighthood. . Vide portraits of Buffonp j^ubUillMi Vi v\\^^^^\%v<^^ 
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white cambric stocks, buckled behind ; and to them 
(about 1789) the modem muslin cravat, in which it 
was, at one time, the fashion to bury the chin. 
About the same period the shirt-collar appeared and 
the ruffle vanished. The coat was made with lapels 
and a tail, being cut square in front above the hips 
as well as the waistcoat, which, deprived of its flaps, 
was soon made as ridiculously short as it had pre- 
viously been unnecessarily long^ Pantaloons alid 
Hessian boots wiere introduced about the same pe- 
riod*: but from this time the fashions are in the 
recollection of most of our readers. Short boots and 
loose trousers, the result of the visit of the Cossacks 
to London, have, together with frock-coats, rendered 
our costume more convenient and less formal, and 
could we exchange the heavy and tasteless beaver 
hat for some light and more elegant head-covering, 
the dress of the present day, if not so picturesque as 
that of Charles I.'s time, would at least have com- 
fort and durability to recommend it ; and an Eng- 
lishman, instead of being caricatured, as of yore, 
with a pair of shears in his hand as uncertain what 
fashion to adopt, might remain contented, and de<- 
scribed as 

<' An honest man close buttoned to the chin, 
Broad-cloth without, and a warm heart within.*' 

Three orders of knighthood were added to that of 
the Garter during this century: — 

1st. The order of St. Andrew^ or the Thistle, in- 
stituted by Queen Anne, who signed the statutes on 
the 3Ist of December, 1703. The knights wear a 
green riband over their left shoulders, appendant to 
which is the image of St. Andrew, with his cross 

^ The short waistcoat is seen in prints as early as 1786* 
' Hessian boots ace cacicaXuced in 1799. 
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before' hitn, in a circle of ^rold enamelled gr^eq, wttli 
^e motto of the order, **Nemo me Impune l^e^sit;" 
a collar coinposied of thi9tles and sprigs of rue linked 
%)getber, pnaipelled green, with the figure of St, 
Andrew irradiated, appendant to it, encircled by (hfii 
i0piiQ; and on the left breajst a stat*, conaposed of St 
Andrew's cross, with four silver rays issuing betw^n 
1^13 poinis of the cross, npon a field Vert, a thistld of 
gold and green encircled by the motto. 

24. The order of the Bath, instituted by George h 
1735. Its insignia being a star of eight pointi 
4-rgent ; in the centre, three imperial crownsi Or, en-r 
c^ded by the motjto ^'Tria juncta in uno;" abroad 
nbandof a scarlet colour worn over the ng'A^ shoulder 
with the badge appended to it, viz.— 'Assure* tbrei 
crpwns Or, surrounded by the motto. 

9d. The order of St. Patrick, institute hf 
tfcorgie III, February 5, 178S ^ 

Ia attempting to describe the 

tilOSVUMB OP THB LADIES OF THE EIGHTBENTH 

CENTURY, 

we fling ourselves upon the generosity of those of 
the nineteenth, as a mere catalogue of the various 
articles introduced by fashion in our later days would, 
to make it complete, occupy more space than our 
limits can afford ; and the very contemplation of 
them in the innumerable prints of the tinie h^ 
nearly bewildered us. An intelligent writer on this 
subject has remarked, that Fashion, from the time of 
George {., ** has been such a varying goddess, thc4 
neither history, tradition, nor painting has been able 
to preserve all her mimic forms ; like Proteus strug- 
gling in the arms of Telemachus, on the Fhanaic 

- 7- The Gu^lphic or Hanoverian order wta added by KU V^^ 
Most lQraclqa9 lUiifaty, Qeor^ IV. 
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coasts, she passed from shape to shape ^ith the ra« 
pidity of thought." And Addison teUs us that there 
is not so variable a thing in nature as a lady's head- 
dress, which rose and fell in his own memory above 
thirty degrees. 

• It is probable, however, that the inconstancy of 
fashion is not very much greater now than it was 
shortly after the Norman invasion, and in almost 
every succeeding century have we quoted the lamen- 
tations of some poet or historian over the caprices 
and extravagance of his cotemporaries, male and 
female, lay and ecclesiastic. It is the multiplication 
of authorities that increases our difficulty with our 
information, but, on the other hand, (and we call the 
attention of our readers most particularly to this fact,) 
the costume of a nation is not disturbed by the intro- 
duction or abandonment of minute alterations and 
ephemeral fashions. Although we may scarcely find 
two figures dressed or armed precisely alike in a 
dozen coeval monuments or paintings, the general 
character of the time is stamped upon all^ and to 
that we have, at first from necessity, and now upon 
principle, confined ourselves. 



THE REIGN OF QUEEN ANNE, 1702—1714, 

was brief as it was '* happy and glorious." The 
dress of the ladies during the greater part of her 
short and gentle sway resembled, in its general fea- 
tures, that of the time of James II. and William III. 
The tower or commode was still worn, and the 
gowns and petticoats flounced and furbelowed so 
that every part of the garment was '* in curl,'* and 
a lady of fashion '* looked like one of those animals," 
says the Spectator, ** which in the country we call a 
Friezhnd hen." But, in 1711, we find Mr. Addison 
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remarking, that '* the whole sex is now dwarfed and 
shrunk into a race of beauties that seems almost 
another species. I remember several ladies who 
were once very near seven foot high, that at present 
want some inches of five. How they came to be thus 
curtailed I cannot learn ; whether the whole sex be 
at present under any penance which we know nothing 
of, or whether they have cast their head-dresses in 
order to surprise us with something in that kind 
which shall be entirely new, though I find most 
are of opinion they are at present like trees lopped 
and pruned that will certainly sprout up and flourish 
with greater heads than before." He confesses him* 
self, however, highly pleased with the coifHire then 
in fashion, which, as may be seen by the later portraits 
of Queen Anne, was| of a natural, and consequently 
elegant description ; the hair clustering in curls down 
the back of the neck, and though hair-powder waJs 
worn by some, her majesty's chesnut ringlets are un- 
sulUed by that abominable composition. 
' The praise the essayist lavishes upon the ladies* 
heads he is shortly, however, obliged to qualify by 
his reprobation of a new fashion that sprung up a 
few months later. This was the introduction of the 
true heiress and successor of the fardingale— the 
enormous, inconvenient, and ridiculous hoop. In 
Sir Roger De Coverley's picture gallery, his great- 
great-grandmother is said to have on *' the neuy' 
fashioned petticoat, except that the modem is gor 
ihered at the waistJ* The old lady was evidently ii^ 
the wheel fardingale, which projected all round, for the 
knight adds — *' My grandmother appears as if she 
stood in a large drum, whereas the ladies now walk as 
if they were in a go-cart;" the whalebone petticoat, on 
its first introduction, presenting a triangular rather 
than a hooped appearance. In the month of July 
in that year, we find it was s>ivoW^w o\i\. \a vck^xjKR.* 
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tnous Bizet Ho that yvhitt the ladie9 had lost, in height 
|hey made up in breadth's and n correapondent, 
9peakin{2r of the unfashionable country ladies at aiity 
^ijes distance from London, says they can ahaolutely 
walk in their hooped pettiiioata withoul inoonYe? 
nience. 

Hoods of various cobura were worn by ladies at 
the opera in 1711-12, and cherry cdour was the 
prevailing fashion of the latter year. Scarlet stocks 
ings were worn by fashionable belles, and the 
practice of taking snuff is mentioned in Na 344 ef 
the Spectator as one that fine ladies bad lately fidlcB 
into. The practice of wearing black patches on v»v 
rious parts of the face is amusingly ridiculed in aeve^ 
ral papers, and its application to party politics satirised 
in the 81st number. 

. The affectation of a male costume by ladies for 
riding-suits is repeatedly noticed and censured by the 
Spectator. In No. 104 is a description of a lady in 
a coat and waistcoat of blue camlet, trimmed and em-c 
broidered with silver, with a petticoat of the same 
stuff, by which alone her sex was recognized, as she 
wore a smartly-cocked beaver hat edged with silver, 
and rendered more sprightly by a feather; and her 
hair, curled and powdered, hung to a considerable 
length down her shoulders, tied like that of a rakish 
young gentleman's, with a long streaming scarlet 
riband. They also assumed the male periwig on 
those occasions, in addition to the coat, hat, and 
feather. An exceedingly little muff was in fashion in 
1710-11, and a black silk mantuais mentioned in the 
pleasant story of Brunette and Phillis, No. 80. 
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boaat of Hogarth for their illustrator;, and intro- 
duce small frilled or puffed caps, loose gonns called 
eacqueB, and cloaks with hoods, termed cardinals. 
The hoop maintained its post, though it frequently 
changed its fashion. In 1735 we perceive it pro- 
jecting all round like the wheel fardingale ; the 
petticoat short and the gown without a train. In 
1745 the hoop has increased at the sides and di- 
minished in front, and a pamphlet was published in 
that year, entitled * The enormous abominatioD of the 
Hoop- petticoat, as the fashion now is.' Ten years 
later it is scarcely discernible in some figures, and ia 
1757 it re-appears expanding right and left into the 
shape which the court-dress of Geoig& Il.l,'&x««Ka.\«» 
Tfodered Amiljar to us. Xa 1735 we feii. •Onft.^s*^ 
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Btill low and covered by small frilled caps, and flat 
gipsy-looking' straw hats of moderate dimensions. In 
1745-6 the caps are still smaller, but the hats larger; 
and a littltt bonnet,' tied under the chin, appears almost 
of the last modern fashion. Aprons had become 
part of the dress of a fashionable belle during the 
early pari of this century, and in 1744 they reached 
to the ground. They were next shortened, and 
lengthened again before 1752, as a lady is made to 
exclaim in the Gra/s Inn Journal, No. 7, that *' short 
aprons are coming into fashion again." In the sanoe 
year we find a successor to the hood in the capuchin^ 
or a new name for the old head-covering. ** Mr. 
Needlework ! bid John come round with the coach 
to the door, and bring me my fan, gloves, and capu- 
chin in an instant." And in the 8th number of the 
same work is an advertisement of the sale by auc- 
tion of *' the whole stock of a coquette leaving off 
trade, consisting of several valuable curiosities,*' &c., 
amongst which are mentioned ^* a transparent capu- 
chin," *'an elegant snuff-box with a looking-glass 
within it, being a very good pocket companion for a 
beauty," directions for painting and the use of cos- 
metics, and '^ the secret of putting on patches in an 
artful manner, showing the effect of their different 
arrangement, with instructions how tq place them 
about the eye in such a manner as to give disdain, 
an amorous languish, or a cunning glance ; tran<h 
lated from the French." 

With regard to ornaments, the watch, and etui 
adorned the waist; the jewelled necklace sparkled 
on the bosom, and bracelets were worn over the 
long gloves. Shortly after the accession of 

QBORQE III., A. D. 1760^ 

,41^ necklace, compose4 ^f several rows of gpld chaioL 
jjfEUidf, or jeweU» i\{t &ca\, cWi^ i^ouu^ ^Vk^^yan4 
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the bthets Uttlin^ in festoons one under the other so 
fts to cover the whole neck, was highly fashionable, 
and called " an esclavage/' from the collar and chains 
l¥ith which the wearer seemed laden. In 1772, the 
fmnt, called a Maccaroni Courtship, exhibits the same! 
ridiculous toup($e and curls by which the gentleman's 
head-dress of the same day was made hideous. (Vide 
engraving, fig. a.) A pretty cap, called the wing or fly- 
eap, and resembling one still worn in Holland, bon^* 
eealed in some instances the deformity of the hair, 
tevealing only the club in which it was worn behind 
(fig; b) ; the cap was again surmounted by a bonnet 
laden with bows and bunches of ribands, and the gowil 
Imts tucked up behind as country girls frequently wear 
it at this day. The maccaroni head-dress was followed 
by those mountains of curls, powder, flowers, and fea- 
thers, which rose " alp above alp" upon the foreheads 
of our stately grand-mammas, fufilling the prophetic 
fears of Addison, and which, notwithstanding every 
body wore them, were as much laughed at and carica- 
tured then as they would be at present. Severiil 
prints, published in the years 1776-7, represent these 
head-dresses composed like the figures in some of our 
tecent pantomimes constructed by the clown from the 
contents of the nearest green-grocer or butter-man. 
In one called ' the Green Stair the long side curls 
are imitated by carrots similarly disposed, and in 
another the slanting summit of the mountain is laid 
but as a parterre, and a gardener is seen at work in it ! 
'The maiden Aunt,' published July 4, 1776, exhibits 
a paroquet perched upon the powdered precipice, and 
completing with its wings and tail the ludicrous effect 
of the picture (fig. c). In 1778 and 1783 we still 
meet with varieties of this fashion, which certainly is 
not exceeded in absurdity and ugliness by the horned 
and heart-shaped head-dresses of the fifteenth cen- 
tury. In 1788 a change app^^t^ Vi \vw^ \aiw«v 



884 BRITISH COSfUMB. 

place, and a flat-crowned broad»brimmed straw or 
silk hat, surrounded with ribands, is worn upon the 
hair, which lowered atop, bulges out at the sides 
like a, bishop's wig profusely powdered, while two 
or three immense curls fall firom beneath it upon the 
shoulders (fig. i). In 1786-9 an improvement ap- 
pears, which a modern writer attributes, in a grtoi 
measure, to the taste of Sir Joshua Reynolds, Angelica 
Kaufiinan, Hopner, and the oth^r painters of that day. 
The hair was worn full and flowing, we may almost 
say dishevelled ; but powder maintained its ground till 
1793, when it was discarded by her Majesty Queen 
Charlotte and the Princesses, and at length disap- 
peared, we trust for ever, from the toilets of a British 
beauty. Ladies wore white stockings even in mourn- 
ing as late as the year 78. Mrs. Damer, the eccentric 
and celebrated sculptor, is said to have been the first 
female who wore black silk-stockings in England; 
which circumstance, combined with other peculiar 
habits, obtained. for her the epithet of '*£picinean" 
in the newspaper epigrams of the day. Though the 
large hoop was, towards .the close of the eighteenth 
century, only worn at court or in full dress, the pocket 
hoop is ridiculed in 1780'.by a print in which a girl so 
attired is placed beside a donkey ladep with a pair of 
panniers (fig. h). For the abolition of 4he court hoop 
we are indebted to the taste of George IV. The 
other excrescence lingered in fashion more or less till 
the French revolution in 89, which affected the fe- 
male as powerfully as the male costume of Europe. 
Fashion, ever in extremes, rushed from high-peaked 
stays and figured satins, yard-long waists and hooped 
petticoats, into the lightest and slightest products of 
the loom, which clung round the form, whether 
graceful or ungainly, and were girdled absolutely 
under the armpits. Let those who have laughed 
at the habits of our ancestors — ^let the Lady Patroness 
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of Almack's, who would start back with a scream of 
horror at the idea of figuring in the wimple and 
gorget of the thirteenth, or the coat-hardie and mon- 
strous head-dresses of the fourteenth, fifteeuth, or 
even eighteenth century, peep into a lady's pocket- 
book or fashionable magazine, of which the cover is 
scarcely old — let her recall by such a glance the cos- 
tume in which she paraded Bond-street and the 
Park as lately as 1815 or 20, (remembering at the 
same time that the fashions of the reign of Rufus of 
Henry V. have been rudely copied by monkish illu- 
minators ignorant of the first principle of design, 
and their natural deformities made still more hideous 
by a total absence of taste and skill in the delineator, 
while those of the reigns of George III. and IV. 
have been displayed by creditable and even first-rate 
artists ^ to the best advantage,) and then &vour us 
with her hoiiest opinion of the difference between the 
periods in ugliness and absurdity. 

THE UNIFORM OF THE BRITISH ARMY 

dates from the commencement of the eighteenth cen- 
tury. Scarlet and blue had long been the two prin- 
cipal colours of the cloth ordered for the array of the 
king's troops, in accordance with the blazon of the 
royal standard ; the guide from the commencement of 
heraldry for the liveries of retainers and domestics 
having been the armorial bearings of their lord or 
leader. Biit the men-at-arms were, during the early 
periods of our history, covered with mail or plate, 
und 0f the lighter armed troops the smallest number 

' Ma^ of the numbers of the Parisian work on fashions, from 
v^Bce Mrs. Bell's were taken, bear the initials of the admirable 
Hof%i:« Vtfii^t^ now president of the French Royal Academy of 
.pAtnting. 
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perchance was brought into the fteld by the sore- 
reign himself, the host comprising the contingents 
of the barons, and the followers of every knight 
in it wearing the colours of the particular banners 
they served and fought under. A white cross was 
the general badge of the English troops in the tim^ 
of the crusades, and was worn as late as the reign 
of Edward IV. In Henry VIII.'s time we find 
soldiers in white coats with a red cross, but thest 
were most probably furnished by the city of London. 
And Stow speaks of the marching watch wherein 
the archers wore coats of white fustian, signed on 
the breast and back with the arms of the eity (the 
red cross aforesaid). In the sixteenth and seven* 
teenth centuries scarfs of the royal colours, or family 
colours, were worn by officers either over the shouldeif 
or round the waist, and sometimes round the arm. 
As armour became abandoned, the necessity for uni- 
form became more apparent, and scarlet with blue 
facings was definitively established as that of the 
British army during the reign of Queen Anne, at 
which time also the pike ceased to be carried, and 
the musket and socket bayonet became the general 
weapons of the infantry. The cartouch-box supplied 
the place of the bandelier; every species of body 
armour was discarded, the gorget dwindling into the 
ornamental trifle now known by that name. The 
red and white feather was worn in the reign of Queen 
Anne; the black cockade appeared about the time 
of George II. ; but we have not been able to traee 
its origin, or fix the exact period of its introduction : 
it was perhaps assumed in opposition to the white 
cockade, the well-known badge of the Jacobite 
party. Italy furnished Europe with its harness of 
plate, and Germany seems to have contracted for the 
supply of its uniform. The Prussian sugar-loaf cap 
was adopted with the Prussian tactics*, ^AdXk^ M\se. 
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form of the grenadiers of 1745 has been handed 
down to posterity by Hogarth, in his * March to 
Finchley.' At that time the officer's sash, which had 
succeeded to the scarf, was still worn like its pro- 
totype over the shoulder, and as in the Dutch army 
to this day. 

In the London Chronicle for 1762, vol. xi., a 
writer says, " I hope no person will think us disaf- 
fected, but when we meet any of the new-raised in- 
fantry wearing the buttons of their hats bluff before, 
and the trefoil white worsted shaking as they step, 
we cannot help thinking of French figure dancers." 

In the reign of George III. the sugar-loaf cap of 
the grenadiers was exchanged for the present moun- 
tain or muff of bear-skin, and the abolition of flowered 
and pomatumed heads, three-cornered cocked hats 
and pigtails took place during the last war ; the 
hat being first superseded by a cap with a shade and 
high brass plate in front (1800), and finally by the 
present shako (1816). 

The coat and waistcoat followed the fashion of the 
time. The large skirts of the former were first 
doubled back to a button in the centre, a fashion 
preserved in the jacket that succeeded it (1813) and 
the coatee (1820) of the present day, when the ne- 
cessity no longer exists. The white breeches and 
black gaiters were, during the last reign (1823), 
exchanged for trousers, and the long white gaiters 
with black buttons and garters, worn as state dress 
by jthe foot guards, were at the same time exchanged 
for white trousers and gaiters. 

The three-cornered gold-lace cocked hat was re- 
tained by the life guards as late as their first cam- 
paign in the Peninsula, and their cropping and dock- 
ing have been commemorated by the waggish authors 
of the Rejected Addresses in their imitation of the 
ultra-loyal Fitzgerald : — 



GEORGE m. 32# 

** Thoagh humbled Gallia seofiT, 
God bless their pigtails though they're bow cut off.** 

The said pigtails having been shortened to seven 
inches in 1804, and taken off entirely in 1808. The 
cocked hat was succeeded by a helmet with a horse- 
tail flowing down the back (1812), after the fashion 
of the French dragoons and cuirassiers, and as if to 
make " assurance double sure,** our gallant fellow^ 
were armed with the breast-plate immediately after 
the battle of Waterloo, in which they had proved 
themselves more than a match for cavalry so de- 
fended. The bear- skin crest was substituted for the 
horse-tail (1817), and the grenadier fur cap was tried 
upon the heads of the life guards during the last reign^ 
but speedily abandoned, being found too cumbrous 
and oppressive, and the helmet with its bear-skin 
crest returned to'. The Blues exchanged their buff 
belts for their present white appointments in 1821. 
The principal change in the light cavalry was the 
revival of the lance and the equipment of the regi- 
ments so armed in the Polish uniform, and the last 
important alteration is that just made by his present 
Majesty, who has been pleased to command that 
scarlet shall be the uniform of every regiment in the 
service, with the exceptions of the rifle brigade and 
the life guards blue. 

THE NAVY OF ENGLAND 

was distinguished by no particular costume from that 
of the army till the time of George II. Naval com- 
manders wore scarlet in the reign of Elizabeth by 
her majesty's order, and that order was confirmed 
by James I. as we have stated in the proper plac^. 
During the subsequent reigns that regulation was 

" While this work is passing through the pre^s, the grenadier 
fur caps have been again ordered for Uie IKe ga^t^«. 
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neglected, and naval officers appear to have been 
habited according to their own fancy, and armed like 
the military, while their ships' companies were some- 
times clothed like the land forces in the colours of 
their captain. Our tars are too gallant to feel an- 
noyed by the information that their long-cherished 
uniform was first worn by a lady. In 1748 George II. 
accidentally met the Duchess of Bedford on horse- 
back in a riding-habit of blue faced with white, 
and was so pleased with the effect of it that, a ques- 
tion having been just raised as to the propriety of 
deciding upon some general dress for the royal navy, 
he immediately commanded the adoption of those 
colours ^® ; a regulation which appears never to have 
been gazetted, nor does it exist in th^ records of the 
Admiralty office, although a subsequent one, in 1757, 
refers to it. Epaulettes are a recent addition to the 
uniform, and were at first considered a species of 
dandyism. The heroic Nelson, who was in after- 
life so proud of his well-won stars and orders that 
he made himself a mark for the fatal bullet iu his last 
action by an unnecessary display of them, declared 
in a letter, the extract of which was lately read at the 
Society of Antiquaries ^\ that he should certainly **cw/ 
the acquaintance'' of two officers (one of them the 
late gallant Sir Alexander Ball),, in consequence of 
their mounting epaulettes in imitation of military 
foppery. The three-cornered cocked hat was worn 
by the common sailors as late as the reign of George 
III. In the London Chronicle, 1762, we are told 
that sailors wear the sides of their hats uniformly 

^® This traditionary, but certainly authentic information was 
communicated by Mr. Locker, one of the commissioners of Green- 
wich Hospital, to Mr. Ellis, and formed part of an interesting 
paper on the subject of the Naval Uniforms, read by the latter 
gentleman at the Society of Antiquaries, Thursday, March 18th, 
1830. 

" Thursday, March 18th, 1830. 
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ked down to the crown, and look as if they car- 
i a triangular apple-pasty upon their heads. An 
»rmous pigtail is still worn by some of our 
)lly jack tars," and has occasionally, we have been 
1, offered an effectual resistance to the edge of an 
my's cutlass. 

His present Majesty, King William IV., himself a 
or, has changed the facings to scarlet, which, 
ether with the gold-laced blue trousers introduced 
King George IV. have given, in our humble 
nion, much too military a character to the uniform. 
B costume consecrated by the victories of St. Vin- 
t, Aboukir, and Trafalgar ; the glorious badge of 
hundred triumphs which have established our 
iremacy on the ocean, that was never seen upon 
iuntering midshipman in the streets of London 
hout awaking a glow of pride and gratitude in 
hearts of those '* who live at home at ease,** has 
n confounded with the old artillery uniform, — a 
iry equally honourable we admit, and as highly 
:inguished, but certainly not so truly national as 
t of the service which England may be said to 
e created — which has grown with her growth 
1 strengthened with her strength, and the decay of 
ich will be the first melancholy signal of her own 
truction. 

*^ Britannia needs no bulwarks, 
No towers along the steep : 
Her march is on the mountain wave, 
Her home is on the deep I'' 
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NATIONAL COSTUME OP SCOTLANa 




fron Hr. Lof w< 



No rational doubt can exist of the ^at aiitlquilf of 
the national coKtume of Scotland ; that thechequered 
stuff which slill forms it is the variously-coloured 
garment of the Gauls described by Diodorus, at one 
time the common habit of every Celtic tribe, but now 
abandoned by all their descendants except the hardy 
unsophisticated Gaelic mountaineer, is admitted, we 
believe, by every antiquary who has made public his 
opinion on the subject. But ta the same extent that 
our credence is given tu the fact is our wonder 
awakened that the existence u( so peculiar a habit 
should have been passed unnoticed by every chruni- 
pler and traveller, whether native or tbreign, for up- 
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wards of a thousand years ! Yet such is the case^ as 
far as we have been able to discover. The Scots are 
first mentioned by Porphyry towards the end of the 
third century ; they are noticed again by Ammianus 
Marcellinus in 360, and by Claudian in 390. Under 
the name of Caledonians, however, we have an ac- 
count of them by Tacitus as early as the close of the 
first century ; but he merely describes them in general 
terms as in a state of great barbarity. 

Herodian, Xiphilin, and Isidore speak of them 
as naked savages, with stained or punctured bodies, 
wearing iron rings round their middles. Gildas de- 
scribes the Scots and Picts of his time as having 
only a piece of cloth tied round the loins ; and the 
whole host of Saxon, Norman, English, French, aye, 
and Scotch chroniclers, down to the fifteenth century, 
are silent respecting a costume which must have ex- 
cited the curiosity of foreigners by its singularity, and 
constituted the pride of the natives from its antiquity. 

Fordun, the historian of Scotland, who wrote in 
1350, contents himself with describing the High- 
landers as ** of goodly person, but mis-shapen attire;" 
and Froissart, the minute and pictorial Froissart, in 
his account of Edward III/s expedition in 13:^6, 
merely tells us, that ten thousand pairs of old worn- 
out shoes, made of undressed leather, with the hair 
on, were left behind by the Scotch on that midnight 
retreat which baffled the English, and terminated 
the inglorious campaign. 

The seals and monuments of the early kings and 
nobles of Scotland represent them armed and attired 
in the same fashion as their Anglo-Norman cotem- 
poraries. Illuminated MSS. afford us no assistance ; 
and Lesly, Buchannan, and Beague, all writers of 
the sixteenth century, bear the first unequivocal testi- 
mony to the existence and prevalence of a party- 
coloured garment in Scotland. To \.\v«!&^ >2cl\^^ ^i^« 
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ttiors may be added the writer of a chronicle of the 
same date, preserved in Lord Somers'e Tracts, who 
telU uf), '* the inhabitants of the Western Isles de- 
lighted to wear marled cloths, specially that hafS 
long^ stripes of sundry colours. Their predecessors 
used short mantles or plaids of various colours, sundry 
ways divided, and among^st some the custom is ob- 
served to this day ; but for the most part now thev 
are brown, most near to the colour of the hadder 
(heather), to the effect when they lie amons the 
hadder the bright colours of their plaids shall not 
betray them." 

At the same time John Major, who wrote the 
history of his native country in Latin, merely remarks 
their being without stockings or covering for the legs, 
and wearing a cloak for an upper garment; and 
Lindsay of Piscottie, whose chronicle of Scotland, 
frotti 1487 to 1542, is in the vulgar tongue, says, 
*' the other pairts northerne are full of mountaines, 
and very rude and homelie kynd of people doth in- 
habite, which is called the Reid-8hankis or Wjfid 
Scotes. They be clothed with ane mantle, with ane 
sehirt, faschioned afler the Irisch manner, going 
bair- legged to the knee ;" but not a word of the 
chequered pattern of these garments. Indeed, unless 
'* faschioned after the Irisch manner'' relates to their 
cut alone ; he implies by that expression that the 
shirt or body-dress was the leni-croich^ or large 
saffron-coloured shirt worn by the Irish of that day, 
and which Mr. Logan, in his * History of the Gael,' 
informs us, but without quoting his authority, was 
actually worn by the Scotch Highlanders ^ 

The authentic portraits of royal and noble person- 
ages of Scotland engraved in Mr. Lodge's beautiful 
work, comprising those of the Regent Murray ; George 
Gordon, Marquis of Huntley; Henry, LordDarnley, 
^ Hiitory ot tV\% OuV^i nq\&« ^nq. Loadoa, 
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King of Scotland ; David Leslie, first Lord of 
Newark ; James Hamilton, Earl of Arran } James 
Graham, Marquis of Montrose ; Archibald Campbell, 
Marquis of Argyll ; William Kerr, Earl of Lothian ; 
John Leslie, Duke of Rothes, &c. &c. exhibit no 
trace of a national costume, and the painting of the 
Surrender of Mary, Queen of Scots, at Carberry Hill, 
engraved by Vertu, and representing the royal and 
confederated Scotch forces in battle array, appears 
equally destitute of any distinction of dress^ though 
the banners of the respective leaders are scrupulously 
emblazoned, and the artist, one should suppose^ 
could not have been ignorant of the ewtence of 
a national habit at that time in Scotland *. 

There appears to us but one ivay of accounting 
for so strange a discrepancy. The striped and che- 
quered **garb of old Gaul'' must have fallen into 
disuse throughout the southern and most civilized 
portions of Scotland at a very early period, and its 
manufacture and wear have been confined to the 
Western Isles and the remotest retreats of the ancient 
Celtic population, from whence it may have been 
gradually re-adopted by the Highland clans during 
the seventeenth century, and its popularity increased 
by its assumption by Charles Edward, *' the young 
chevalier/' and the subsequent prohibitory statutes 
which the rebellion gave rise to. 

But it is time for us to retrace our steps and 
examine more narrowly into the texture, form, and 
manner of wearing this ancient and singular habit, 

' One of the earliest representations of a Highlander is to bt 
found in Speed's maps of Scotland, published at the commeoce* 
ment of the seventeenth century. The figure has merely a che* 
quered mantle flung over its shoulders, being, Tvith that exception, 
perfectly naiced. The Highland woman is wrapped iu a similar 
cloth, which is drawn over her head as well. No great dependeocf 
pin be placed upon their fidelity. 
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which 18 identified throughout modern Europe with 
the name Scotland. 

With all our aversion from speculation and jealousy 
of tradition we find ourselves in this instance without 
other guides, and must consequently either lay down 
our pen at once or follow them with it to the verge 
of probability. We have already stated that the 
earliest known authorities who allude to the che- 
quered dress are of the sixteenth century. Heron, 
however, in his History of Scotland, says, that in 
Argyle and the Hebrids, before the middle of the 
fifteenth century, tartan was manufactured of one or 
two colours for the poor« more varied«for the rich. 

Now the word tartan is derived by Mr. Logan 
from the Gaelic tarstin or tarsuin^ " across ;" but the 
French had the word tiretaine for a wooUen^cloth as 
early as the thirteenth century (vide p. 118), which 
generally appears to have been dyed of a whole colour, 
and originally scarlet; while the true Gaelic term 
for the Highland plaid or mantle is breacan-feile, 
literally the ** chequered, striped, or spotted cover- 
ing,** and, as we have already mentioned in the first 
chapter of this work, the party-coloured cloth woven 
by the Gauls and Britons was by them called breadi 
and brycan, from breac, speckled or spotted. The 
word tartan therefore, whatever may be its origin, is, 
we are inclined to believe, the name of the material 
itself, and not of the pattern it may be worked in'. 
In a wardrobe account of the time of James III. of 
Scotland, a. d. 1471, quoted by Mr. Loi^an, occurs 
an entry of** an elne and ane halve of blue tartane to 

^ TarsOf ianitiy and tartna is used for across, athwart, over, 
through, past, and would apply to the crossing of threads in the 
weaving of any sort of cloth, and, with the exception of /oruMii, 
which signifies a cross-beam, the root tart or tart, io all its com- 
binations, expresses things which cross so minutely as to deceive 
the sense, as the spokes of a wheel in motioni light shining through 
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]yiie his gowne of cloth of gold/* and of*' halve an 
elne of doble tartane to lyne collars to her lady the 
quene;'* and in 1485 our own Henry VII. displayed 
in Bosworth Field a banner of ** yellow tarteme," 
on which was painted a dun cow. That it was a 
stuff much used for banners as well as dresses in the 
fifteenth century appears evident from the order of 
Richard III. (in the document quoted page 215 of 
this work) for the furnishing of **350 pensills (small 
streamers) of tarteryn," as well as the same number 
'* of* buckram/' gonfanons ** of fustian," standards 
and trumpet banners of sarcenet, &c.,|;and it seems to 
have been superseded in modern days by the " bunt- 
ing,'* of which our ship-colours and other flags are 
now made *. ' 

Mr. Logan informs us that woollen cloths " were 
first woven of one colour, or an intermixture of the 
natural black and white, so often seen in Scotland to 
the present day.*' And we may add, that it will be 
recognized by our readers as the stuff- lately rendered 
fashionable for trousers, under the name of ** shep- 
herd's plaid." The introduction of several colours 
we have seen, however, dates from the earliest period 
of its manufucture, and it is asserted, both in Ireland 
and in Scotland, that the rank of the wearer was indi- 
cated by the number of colours in his dress, which 
were limited by law to seven for a king or chief, and 
four for the. inferior nobility*; while, as we have 
already quoted from Heron, it was " made of one or 

^ As these tartans are charged at the rate of nearly sixteen 
shiUing!) per yard, they must have been of a superior texture to 
the common breachan worn by the Western Islanders and the 
peasantry of Argyleshire; the latter was the coarse homespun 
woollen cloth, and it is most probable that the former was that 
mixture of liuen and woollen called linsey woolsey by the English 
and iireiaine by the French to this day. 

* In the law of colours, the Ilbreachta of Tigheiciinva&^ v&ftXk* 
tioued in page 354 of this work. 
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two colours" (that is to say plain, or merely chequered 
with another colour) ^* for the poor." Of the supe- 
rior breachans, Mr. Logan informs U8» that green and 
black, with a red stripe, seems to have predominated ; 
and in an Italian MS. of the close of the fourteenth 
century, in the library of his Royal Highness the 
Puke of Sussex, containing a multitude of illumina- 
tions illustrative of scripture history, the curtains 
of the tabernacle are repeatedly depicted of those 
identical colours disposed in the exact pattern of the 
modern tartan. 

This variegated stuff was also called by the High- 
landers cath^dath^ commonly translated, as Mr. 
Logan informs us, '* war colour,'* but ingeniously 
rendered by a friend of that gentleman, ** the strife of 
eolours," an etymology which has certainly the high 
merit of being as probable as it is poetical and charac- 
teristic. The epithet is exactly such as a Highland 
senachie would have applied to the splendid breachan 
of his chieftain. 

The breachan or plaid, we are told by the same 
writer, was originally a large mantle. of one piece, 
belted round the body, and thence called *' the belted 
plaid ;" and he seems to consider that it was also 
called the triughas or truiSy the word being derived 
from the root trus^ gather, truss or tuck up ; that U 
formed of itself the entire ancient dress, and that the 
latter appellation was transferred to the pantaloons 
and stockings joined, which were adopted on the pro- 
hibition of the ancient dress. But not only have we 
positive evidence of the truis forming a remarkable 
portion of the original Gaulish, British, and Irish 
dress, but Mr. Logan himself almost immiediately 
aRerwards proceeds to describe them as either knit 
like stockings, or, according to the ancient manner^ 
formed of tartan cloth, nicely fitted to the shape, and 
fringed down the leg ; adding that '* there is pr^' 



NATIONAL C08TUMB OF SCOTLAND. ^f 

served a Gaelic saying respecting this garment^** by. 
which the quantity of stuff required for its inakiii|^ 
may be ascertained. We must surely, therefore, be 
under some error in understanding him to deny the 
antiquity of the truis. 

In support of his assertion, however, he quotes the 
historians Major aifd Lindsay, who describe the 
Highlanders as bare*legged from the knee; and in- 
stances the many curious expedients resorted to in the 
rebellion to evade wearing breeches according to the 
royal order, with the declaration of an old Highland 
farmer, that '' he would never lippen to a bodach that 
wore the breeks.'* But their disuse by the lower 
classes, in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries* 
is no proof of their non-existence at a much earlier 
period ; and if the truis were so much the object of 
their aversion and contempt, and not acknowledged a 
portion of their ancient national costume, how comes 
it that the young Pretender, who, during his romantic 
expedition into England, marched on foot from Car* 
lisle to Derby in the Highland garb at the head of his 
forces, and had assumed that garb undoubtedly for 
the sake of flattering the prejudices of his Gaelic fol- 
lowers, should have worn the obnoxious articles* as 
he certainly did? Vide engraving given herewith, 
from a portrait of him in that identical costume. 

Nay, morel If the truis are not parts of the 
ancient Highland dress, why are they named amongst 
the prohibited articles of apparel in the Act of 1747^ 
quoted by Mr. Logan himself, and ordaining thai 
'* neither man nor boy, except such as should be em* 
ployed as officers and soldiers, should, on any pre* 
tence, wear or put on the clothes commonly called 
Highland clothes, viz. the plaid, philHbeg or little 
kilt, trouze, shoulder-belts, or any part whatsoever of 
what peculiarly belongs to the Highland garb, and 
that no tartan or party-coloured plaid shiouiLdV^^oMAi^ 
for great coats or upper coals?*' Yie w>Y5 ^^dr^^k^ 
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graph from Mr, Log;an's own pages. The " breelta," 
attempted to be forced upon the nether limbs of tbe 
brawny Highlanders, were the Lowland and English 
knee-breeches of George H.'a reign, with all the 
buttons and buckles thereunto belonging. 




• Chu iH Edvard 
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The philltbeg or ktlt, in Gae\ic, feile^beag, i, e. tbe 
" lillle covering," is another bone of contention 
amongst the writers' on Celtic antiquities. At pre- 
sent it is a petticoat in the modern sense of the word, 
being a separate article of attire and put on like a 
woman's petticoat; but originally, we have no doubt, 
it signified literally a " little coat," being ihe corre- 
sponding habit to Ihe Irish cota, Jilleadth oT falling!', 
and the British pau, which, with the mantle and the 

* Fillead, in Irish, in useil to eiprtss B giriiKnt falcfeil nr 
plii tad round ibe penoa, mA fittead-btg minld (igaiiy il^ 
" /flier pikiltii dresa," 
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trousers, formed the complete Gaulish or Celtic cos- 
tume. Kilt is^ a lowland Scotch or Saxon appella- 
tion, and also signifies a shortened or tucked-up gar- 
ment. *' To kilt" is to truss or tuck up. The lassie 
says, in the well-known song,- — 

** ril kilt my coats aboon my knee, 
And follow my laddie through the water." 

Tlie period of the separation of the ancient yetZe- 
beag into a waistcoat and kilt is at present unknown, 
but we imagine it to have been a comparatively recent 
arrangement. 

The aporan or pouch is a distinguishing feature 
of the Highland costume ; but its first adoption, in its 
present peculiar and ornamented form, is equally in* 
volved in mystery. That of Simon Frazer, Lord 
Lovat, executed in 1746, is said, by Mr. Logan, to 
have been smaller and less decorated. A wallet, or 
dorlachj carried on the right side, was worn as early 
as the fourteenth century, as we have evidence, in 
the effigy of a knight in the cathedral church of lona 
or Ilcolmkill'; and some such appendage to the 
girdle is of very early occurrence in the costume of 
most nations. The tasselled sporan is however move 
like the pouch of a North American Indian, than the 
European gypsire or aulmoniere of the middle ages, 
and its position in front is an additional peculiarity. 

Coverings for the head were little cared for by the 
hardy Celtic and Teutonic tribes ; but a cap or 
bonnet (cappan and hoined)^ answering the double 
purpose of a hat and a helmet, was occasionally worn 
by their chiefs, as much perhaps for distiction as for 
defence. Its material was originally leather, and its 
shape, amongst the Britons and the Irish, conical. 
The flat cloth bonnet, now worn in Scotland, .we do 
not consider to have formed part of the primitive 
costume. If ancient, it is of Saxon, Norman, or 
^ Vide Haimiiot Smitb'iAneieBt Costume o(¥.tk%\Mi4^%u&«^x'W^ 
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Scotch bonnets from Mr. Lo; an*t work. 

Danish introduction. A cap, not Ycry dissimilar, 
occurs in English costume as early as the reign of 
Henry III.; and one shape, though not the best 
known of the Scotch bonnet, bears a curious affinity 
to the still earlier Phrygian cap worn by the Saxon, 
the Anglo-Norman, and most probably the Dane. 
Its colour, blue, was very early distinguished as the 
favourite colour of the Caledonians, but the chequered 
band, which now generally surrounds it, according 
to General Stewart, originated as lately as Montrose's 
struggle, when it was assumed as a badge of the fallen 
family of the Stewarts ; the arms of their house being 
a fess, checquy azure and argent in a field. Or ; in 
which case we must presume it was originally white 
and blue. The general colours are now white and red, 
or red and blue, alterations likely enough to have 
been made by the victorious party, either then, in the 
time of Cromwell, when the cross of Su George 
(gules in a field argent) displaced the royal arms, 
or in the rebellions of 1716 and 1745, when red and 
blue had become the colours of the reigning family. 
A much older decoration of the bonnet is un- 
doubtedly to be found in the eagle feather, the pecu- 
liar mark of a chief, and the sprigs of holly, broom, 
and other plants assumed by the various clans ; a 
sort of natural heraldry which supplied the place of 
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the emblazoned shield or embroidered badg^e, and 
preceded, it is most probable, the distinction of the 
family Tartans. Mr. Lo|^an gives a curious list 
of the badges of this description appropriated by 
the different clans; and some of the Frazers and 
Mackensies were subjected to penalties for wearing 
them afler the disarming act of 1745. 

The chequered stockings, gartered round the calf 
of the leg, are assuredly not of Celtic origin. To 
the Saxon or the Dane, whose cross garterings and 
half stockings or soccas, we have described in the 
second and third chapters of this work, the North 
Britons must surely have been indebted for this portion 
of their attire. The garter, as worn at present with 
a rose, is altogether a modern innovation. 

The primitive shoes have been described by Frois- 
sart from ten thousand specimens. Like the brogue of 
the Irish and the British eagid^ they were made of 
untanned leather with the hair on. With the modern 
shoe came the shoe-buckle : its introduction is dated 
by Mr. Logan about 1680. 

The principal ornaments of the Celiic Gael were 
the brooch and the bell ; the first of silver, and 
sometimes of exceeding magnitude, embellished with 
cairn gorums, and other gems both native and fo-> 
reign. Bruce*s brooch was long, and may be still in 
the possession of the MacDougles, of Lorn. Another 
similar relic is in the custody of the Campells, of 
Glenlyon, and is engraved in Pennant The belt 
was also highly ornamented, principally with silver, 
from the earliest periods. Ferash or Fergus, a Scot- 
tish knight, is described in the Norse account of 
Haco's expedition as being despoiled of his beautiful 
belt by the victor®. 

To sum up our account of the ancient Highland 
dress in a few words, we see no reason for doubt- 
ing that it consisted of the mantle, dose ve&t.^ ^"o*^^ 
' JobnstoQ*3 UikUsUXm, '^«^^, 
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trousers, worn by the ancient British and Irish, and 
Belgic Gauls, with scarcely any variation, with the 
brooch, bodkin, or fibula, the hairy shoes, the belt, 
and, in the earliest periods, perchance the torque. 

The Saxon and Danish fashions by degrees ob- 
tained in the Lowlands, and the intermarriages of 
the English and Scottish royal families, and the long 
and close alliance between Scotland and France, 
contributed to assimilate the costume of the court 
and the larger burghs and cities to that which pre- 
vailed at the moment throughout Europe. The GaSl 
or Wild Scots, as they were termed, kept aloof from 
the despised and detested Sassenaghs or Saxons, as 
they contemptuously termed their lowland country- 
men who had associated with, imitated the i&shions, 
and adopted the language of the English colonists, 
and by the imperfect medium of oral tradition alone 
are we enabled to arrive at the little knowledge we 
possess of this singular and primitive people. The 
precise periods, therefore, when slight alterations took 
place in their national attire, if recorded at all, must 
be so in their national ballads, or in. the retentive 
6)emories of their bards and elders, which are as 
remarkable as the excessive longevity of the High- 
landers in general. 

THE FEMALE HABIT 

seems to have resembled to a very late period the 
dress in which Boadicea has been described by 
l!>ion Cassius. A tunic or robe gathered and girdled 
round the waist, and a large mantle fastened by a 
brooch upon the breast. 

■ The former called the airisard appears from the 
poems of Alexander MacDonald to have been worn 
Us late as 1740. 

White twilled cloth made from fine wool, and 
called cuirtan ', was used for interior garments and 

^'^Cuift*' signifies tmdt or mwwx^wXutt^ wAi« ^.^Pvi^^wJcya 
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hose, by those \vho indulged in such superfluities. 
The latter, denominated ossan^ evidently from hosen^ 
were of different dimensions, and the larger sort was 
called ossan-preasack. 

The hair before marriage was uncoverd, the head 
bound by a siniple fillet or snood, sometimes a lock 
of considerable length hanging down on each side of 
the face, and ornamented with a knot of ribands— a 
teutonic fashion. When privileged to cover it, the 
curch, curaichd or breid of linen, was put on the 
head and fastened under the chin, falling in a taper- 
ing form on the shoulders. The female costume, 
especially of the higher orders, varied in the Low- 
lands according to the fashionable barometers of 
London or Paris ; but an ** English gentleman who 
visited Edinburgh in 1598, says, the citizens* wives, 
and women of the country, did weare cloaks made 
of a coarse cloth of two or three colours in chequer- 
work, vulgarly called ploddan;" and " plaiding'* is 
still the term for the chequered tartans in the Low- 
lands. The large or full plaid is now worn only by 
elderly females ; but during the last century Bird 
tells us it was the undress of ladies in Edinburgh, 
who denoted their political principles by the manner 
of wearing it. 

For the 

ARMOUR AND WEAPONS 

of the Scottish nation we have store of authorities. 

Commencing with the Roman invasion, we find 
the Scots, like their southern kindred, stripping them- 
selves naked for fight. Stained from head to foot 
with their war-paint, and wielding long heavy swords 
and round targets ^^ The inhabitants of the coast of 

diminutive : hence in the Celtic manner of compoundiog words 
cnirtan would mean the lesser or iiner manufacture, 
'^ Tacitus in Vit». Agricola. ^^rodian, 
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F)jf. I, Hiflilind turnt i t, ■ ditk or bidar 

Loohabu ua : kU In ika Utjnok wllactHi... 

Strathmavem were called Cattoi, from Iheir use of 
the cat, a four-ndert or four-spiked cl»b, which they 
darted forward at their enemy and recovered by a 
leather thon^ attached to it. The Ca)edonians used 
also a Bpear, furnished with a similar thong, for the 
like purpose, and at the butt-end of the shaft it had 
a bait of brass filled with pieces of metal to startle (he 
horses by the noise when engaged with cavalry. 

The ringed byrn of the Sason, and the imprOTed 
hauberk of the Norman, soon found their way across 
the border, but were adopted by the sovereign and his 
lowland chiefs alone ; for though the early monarchs 
of Scotland appear upon their seats in the nasal 
helmet, and the maseled, ringed, or scaly armour of 
the Anglo-Normans, we find the Earl of Stratheame, 
at the battle of the Standard, in 1138, exclaiming 
" I wear no armour, yet they who do will not ad- 
vance beyond me this day." 

In the next century Matthew l^rb describes the 
Scottish cavalry as a fine body of men, well mounledi 
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though their horses were neither of the Italian or 
Spanish breed ; the horsemen clothed in armour of 
iron network ^S and from this period we find the seals* 
monuments, and chronicles of Scotland agreeing as 
nearly as possible with those of England, the Scotch 
being only later in their adoption of the improve- 
ments in armour, which generally originated in the 
south of Europe, and gradually travelled northward. 
The Highlanders, however, evinced their wonted 
contempt for the inventions of the Sassenach, and 
adhered to their ancient weapons and mode of war- 
fare. Body armour would they none; as the old 
song says, they 

. *' Had only got the belted plaid, 

While they (ihe Lowlanders) were mail-clad men.*' 

Those who encountered Haco at Largs, a. d. 1268, 
were armed with bows and spears ; the former beinr 
a true Highland weapon, though the Gael could 
never cope with the English archers, who were pro* 
verbially said to bear each of them '* under his girdle 
twenty-four Scots," in allusion to the twenty-four 
arrows with which each man was provided. Winton 
and Fordun both mention the clan Kay and the claa 
Qiihale, in 1390, armed in the fashion of their coun- 
try with bows and arrows, sword and target, short 
knives and battle-axes ; and twelve years afterwards 
Donald, Lord of the Isles, broke in upon the earl- 
dom of Ross, at the head of his fierce multitudes, 
who were armed afler the fashion of their country 
with swords fitted to cut and thrust^', pole-axes, bows 
and arrows, short knives, and round bucklers formed 
of wood or strong hide, with bosses of brass or iron. 
The short knife was the bidag or dirk of the Seotch, 

J» Sub anno 1244, p. 436, 37. 

^' The cut and thrust sword was the claidhtamhmnft or 
claymore. 
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the sJciene of the Irish. Although mo§t probably it 
is far more highly ornamented at present than it was 
in those rude ages, the ancient style of decoration and 
pattern is preserved. The intricate tracery on the 
hilt is also seen upon the target or targaid — ' 

*^ Whose brazen studi and tough hull's hide 
Hm daubed so often death aside." 

The target here engraved is preserved in the ar- 
moury at Goodrich Court. 

The dirk or bidag from the same collection is of 
the time of Henry VIII. 

In 1318, every layman possessed of land, who had 
ten pounds* worth of moveable property, was com- 
manded to provide himself with au acton (or haque- 
ton)^ and basnet (bascinet), together with gloves' df 
plate, a sword, and a spear. Those who were not 
80 provided were to iiave an irou jack, or back and 
breast-plate of iron, an iron head-piece or knapiskay, 
with gloves of plate ; and every man possessing the 
value of a cow, was commandedto arm himself with 
a bow and sheaf of twenty-four arrows, or with a 
spear^'. By the iron jack is meant the Jacques de 
maille, which was worn as late as the sixteenth cen- 
tury, at which period it is described by a French 
author, and the person who furnished Holinshed 
with his account of Scotland. 

In 1385 an order was issued for every French and 
Scottish soldier to wear a white St. Andrew's cross 
on his breast and back, which if his surcOat or jacket 
was white, was to be broidered on a division of black 
cloth^*. 

In 1388 the Scotch army at the siege of Berwickc 

" Statutes of Robert I.; vide Cartulary of Uberb'rothock,p.233, 
M^Farlane's trans. 

^* Acts of the Parll»nieut o( ScovUud, voU i. 



i 
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was astonished by two novelties — the appearance of 
artillery, and the heraldic crests upon the EngUsh 
helmets ; an ornament which had not been adopted 
in Scotland, though worn for nearly a hundred years 
in England. 

" Twa noweltyes that day they saw, 
That forwith Scotland had been nane: 
Tymmeris (timbres) for helmetys war the tane, 
The tothyr crakys were of war." 

During the reign of James J. of Scotland, archery 
was particularly encouraged, and an order was issued 
that all men aged upwards of twelve years *' should 
busk them to be archers." James III. is said to 
have had ten thousand Highlanders with bows and 
arrows in the van of his army ; and the army of 
James V. at Fala, Immediately previous to the defeat 
at Sol way in 1342, consisted of sixty thousand men, 
*' twenty thousand of whom carried pikes an4 
spears, and twenty thousand were armed with bows^ 
habergions, and two-handled swords, *' which was 
the armour,*' says Lindsay, ** of our Highlandmen/* 
By this it would appear that in the sixteenth century 
the Highlanders, in the royal service at least, ha^ 
been induced to wear the same body armour; th^ 
word habergeon at this period meaning indifferently 
a breast-plate or a short coat of mail. A French 
author in 1 574 describes the Scotch as armed with 
a sword that was very large and marvellously cut- 
ting ; and at this period the blades made by Audrey 
Ferara became highly prized in Scotland, and whenr 
ever procured were fitted into basket hiUs, which 
first appear about this time. An Andrea Ferara, 
with its original mounting, is here engraved from 
one in the Me'yrick collection. 

The introduction of hand fire-arms added first the 

2h 
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pistol" and aflennirds ihe muaket to 
the weapons of the Highlander, nha 
decorated theoi with silvet as liberali; 
Bi h^ had pretiously done hit belt 
and his bidag; but the bow conti- 
nued to be used by him throughout 
the seventeenth century, and the last 
time it appeared as a British military 
weapon was in 1700, when the regi- 
ment of Royal Scots, commanded by 
the &arl of Orkney, was " armed in 
the old Highland fashion, with bows 
nnd arrows, swords and targets, and 
itott steel boitnets." 

In the unfortunate rebellions of 
1714 and 1745, the Highland bldags 
hnd broadswords Upon several occa- 
iEons put the royal forces, cBvaJry 
bud infantry, to the rout in less than 
beven minutes, l^e charge of the 
Highlanders is described by all writers 
as almost irresistible, faring their 
Jjistols as they advanced, they Hung 
the discharged weapons at the heads 
of their foes, and if bullet and blow 
failed td bring down their opponent, 

" The pistol wu SDinclimei cillcd dag, from 
ttie peculiar ihipe of ilsbutt, TheHighlanden T 
aWtiillaci. A Highlapdfira-lock (c<:4,Dtlhe \ 
lion ar Omrgs II, , the ilock af Irott lod in 
•iih mlver, i« engnTcd here from ono in Ihe 
armoury at Ooodrich Ccurl. A brace of anap- 
liauTice Highland lacks are in the >ame col- 
icclion, dated 1626, nilh >lend«r birrela. 
vhich, as well as the slocks, are wholly at 



NATI0NA14 008TPII9 Of SCOTLAND. HI 

they received the point of his bayonet on the target, 
and dirk or claymore was instantly through his body. 
Their muskets were invariably thrown away after the 
first volley, and as late as the battle of Killicranky 
they flung off their plaids on rushing into action, 
as their Celtic ancestors had done seventeen hundred 
years before them. 




^ighlai^d fire-lock tack, time of Georgp II.3 





Pif. «, bftttto-ave of the town-ffaaid of Edinbaifh; i, battb-ui of IftI 

lowQ-foard of Aberdeoii, fxQui Mr. Lpga^** wo'^ 
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Chapter XXIV. 

NATIONAL COSTUME OF IRELAND. 

Casting aside the ifild romances with which the 
early history of Ireland is interwoven, to a greater 
dep;ree perhaps than that of any other nation, we 
shall proceed at once, upon the authority of Tacitus, 
to state that the manners of the Irish differed little 
in his time from those of their ancient British 
brethren ; and to add, that from every evidence, his- 
torical or traditional, the difference was occasioned 
by the introduction at some very remote period, either 
by conquest or colonization, of a distinct race to its 
original inhabitants ; — a fact which is substantiated 
by the marked distinction still existing in the per- 
sons and complexions of the peasantry of the eastern 
and midland districts, and those of the south-western 
counties ; the former having the blue eyes and flaxon 
hair, characteristic of all the Scythic or German 
tribes, and the latter the swarthy cheeks and raven 
locks, that bespeak a more southern origin, and point 
to Spain as the country from which they had ulti- 
mately past, and Asia-Minor, or Egypt, as the land 
of their fathers. 

In every part of Ireland, weapons and ornaments 
have been found precisely similar to those discovered 
in England, and proved to have been worn by the 
ancient Britons ; and the description of the Irish 
dress as late as the twelfth century, by Giraldus 
Cambrensis, perfectly corresponds with that of the 
Belgic-Gauls and southern Britons, transmitted to 
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us by the Greek and Roman writers. Undisturbed 
by the Imperial Lemons, the Irish retained their 
ancient arms and clothii^^ for centuries afler Eng^iand 
had become a Roman province, and adopted the 
costume of its conquerors, and the truis or braccbe, 
the cota and the mantle fastened by a brooch or 
bodkin on the breast or shoulder, the torques and 
bracelets of gold and silver, the swords and battle- 
axes of mixed copper and tin, and spears and darts 
headed with the same metal that had gradually super- 
seded the garments of skins, and the weapons of 
bone and flint of the original colonists, as in the sister 
island, composed the habits and arms of the Irish 
chieftains during the early ages of Christianity, and 
to the period at which the authentic history of Ireland 
commences. 

In the ninth century we hear of the Irish princes 
wearing pearls behind their ears ; a golden crown 
or helmet, of a form resembling the cap of a Chinese 
mandarin, and evidently of great antiquity, was dog 
up near the Devil's Bit, in the county of Tipperary, 
in 1692 ^ A collar of gold was offered by King 
Brian on the great altar at Armagh, at the com- 
mencement of the eleventh century*, twenty- four 
years subsequent to the period when, as Moore 
sings, 

" Malachy wore th« collar of gold 
He won from the prond invtder.'* 

From these proud invaders, it appears that the 
Irish received, however, some of their first lessons 

^ Engraved in Keating's Histoiy of Ireland. 

* According to the annals of Innitfallen, one of the few udsqs* 
picious documents relative to the early history of Ireland. The 
book of Olen Daloch, popalarly attribated to Benin, the disciple 
and successor of St. Patrick, commences in the eleventh century ; 
and the Brehon laws and the law of colours (llbreachta of 
Tigheirpmas) are of ver^ uncertaip though considerable antiquity. 
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in wftrAire, and adopted, ia imitation of them, the 
terrible steel baltle-axe, and the round red shield 
bound with iron. But these circumstances an 
gathered from the pages of GiraMus Cambreusist 
who has given us a very interesting account. of ths 
costwne of the Irish in the • 




LUioCSirT. FliUUpa 



'■ " The Irish wear thin Woollen clothes, mostly black, 
because the sheep of Ireland are in general of that 
colour; the dress itself ia of a barbarous fashion. 
The cochla or cocula, to which was sometimes added 
the larger mantle worn in Elizabeth's time, was called 
the canabhas or fillead: they wear moderate close-. 
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eowted or hooded maniles (capniiis), wblcb spread 
over their ahoulderft and reach down to the elbow, 
composed of small pieces of cloths of different kinds 
and colours, for the most part sewed tog«the]r*; be« 
neath which, woollen fallins (phalinges) instead iof a 
cloak, or breeches and stockings in one piece, and 
these generally dyed of some colour. In riding they 
use no saddles, nor do they wear boots or spurs, 
carrying only a rod or stick hooked at the upper end, 
as well to excite their horses to mend their pace, as 
to set forward in full speed ; they use indeed i>ridles 
apd bits, but so contrived as not to hinder the horses 
of their pasture in a land where these animali feed 
only on green grass." 

Through the kindness of Sir Thomas Phillips, Bart., 
we are enabled to present our readers with some co- 
temporary drawings of the Irish costume from an 
invaluable manuscript in that gentleman's collection, 
which was fortunately preserved from destruction by 
being sent from Bristol one day previous to the late 
lamentable disturbances and conflagration: it is a 
copy of Giraldus Cambrensis, illuminated about the 
termination of the twelflth century, and the Irish cos- 
tume is particularly (and we have no doubt faithfully) 
distinguished from the Norman-English ; Dermod 
MacMurchard, king of Leinster, and the rest of his 
countrymen, being portrayed in the short tunic, 
fallings or cota, and the truis, with long beards and 
hair, and the Danish axe, and the Normans with long 
tunics, gartered legs, shaven faces, and the great broad- 
sword of the period. Vide figure of MacMurchard 
(the largest) and others of the Irish, at the head 

« 

' Such at leiut U our version of tbe word« 'Wariisque colomm 
gencribu« panniculorumque plerumque consutis," which certainly 
describes, in rather a roundaboul way, what W9 sboald now 
call patchwork, 
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bf this section. The Irish mantle appears on the 
shoulders of many of the figures, but the mode of 
fastening it is not visible ; there are authorities enough^ 
however, to prove that it was by a brooch or bodkin 
upon the breast^. It is singular that it is not party- 
coloured, as described in the text, nor is the hood 
attached to it 

About the same period we learn, that when Prince; 
afterwards King John landed at Waterford, the Irish 
chieftains came to pay their respects to the son of 
their monarch, habited in their national costume, 
wearing linen vests, flowing mantles, long hair, and 
bushy beards, and approached the prince to offeir him 
the kiss of peace, which the young Norman courtiers 
attendant on John considering a familiarity, pre* 
vented ; and not content with merely repulsing them* 
pulled the beards which had excited their derision* 
mimicked their gestures, and finally thrust them with 
violence from their presence. 



THE WEAPONS 

used by the Irish in the bloody combats to which 
this unprovoked insult and aggression gave birth are 
thus described by Giraldus : — *' The Irish use three 
kinds of arms^-short lances, and two darts, as also 
broad axes excellently well steeled, the use of which 
they borrowed from Norwegians and Ostmen. They 
make use of but one hand to the axe when they 
strike, and extend their thumb along . the handle to 
guide the blow, from which neither the crested hel- 

* See engravings at page 353. The value of silver brooches or 
bodkins is decided in the Brehon laws. These instruments are 
known in Ireland by various names ; and are frequently alluded 
tola the old Irish poems and romances. 
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ipet c»n defend the beadi nor the iron folds Of the 
armour the body; whence it has happened In onv 
time that the whole thigh of a soldier, though cased 
in well-tempered armour, hath been lopped off by a 
single blow of the axe, the whole limb mlling on one 
9ide of the horse, and the expiring body on the 
other.'* This latter weapon was called by the Irisli 
the tuagh-catha, or battle-ave. There is a hill in the 
county of Galway called Knock-Tuagha, the hill of 
axes, from the circumstance of the Irish having gained 
^ victory over the English there by means of their 
axes. To these '* three sorts of arms ** Giraldus him- 
self adds another, the sling. '* They are also very 
dexterous and ready, beyond all other nations, in 
slinging stones in battle, when other weapons fiiil 
them, to the great detriment of their enemies ;'* and 
in a description of a battle in the annals of Innis-r 
fallen, it is related, that the stones came in such 
rapid showers, that they blunted the arrows in thdr 
flight ! 

Of the ladies' dress, we know nothing further than 
that it may be inferred from a passage in the annals 
of Innisfallen, they wore a variety of ornaments, as 
when the wife of King O'Roorkewas taken prisoner, 
in the year 1152, her jewels became the spoil of the 
enemy. 

The only female figures in the illuminated copy 
of Giraldus, above mentioned, are attired in long 
tunics after the Anglo-Norman fashion. There can 
be little doubt, however, that they wore the mantle 
fastened on the breast by a bodkin or brooch ; and 
in an Irish romance, quoted by Mr. Walker, we hear 
of the fair Findalve's spacious veil hanging down from 
her lovely head, where it was fastened by a golden 
bodkin. Vol. ii. p. 23. The wearing of bodlnns in 
the hair is so common to this day in Spain, that wii 
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ean scarcely question the fashion having been deriv^ 
from that country. 



THE EbCLESIABTIC COSTUME 

Was of course that of the Romish church throughout 
£urope; and our readers are therefore referred to 
the corresponding era in England. 
In the 



FOURTEENTH CENTURY 

we find that scarlet cloaks were worn by the Irisk 
chieflains. Amongst the spoils lefl by the sons of 
Brian Rae, when they fled from Mortogh, a. o. 
13l3, were shining scarlet cloaks', and the barbaric 
splendour or quaintness of the Irish chiefs seems to 
have caught the fancy of the English settlers in the 
reign of Edward III., as we find the use of it prohi' 
bited to them in the celebrated statute of Kilkenny, 
passed during the administration of Edward's son* 
the Duke of Clarence. One clause in this act or- 
dains that the English here shall conform in garb 
and in the cut of their hair to the fashion of their 
countrymen in England. Whoever affected that of 
the Irish should be treated as an Irishman ; and we 
need not point out to our readers that the statute 
evidently meant '' ill-treated," so early had the woes 
and wrongs of that unhappy country begun ! 

Irish frieze was at this time, however, an esteemed 
article in England, for a statute passed in the twenty-* 
eighth year of Edward III.'s reign exempts it from 

^ Scarlet cloaks were made for the Irish chiefs, by command ojf 
^ing John, who addressed an order lo the archbishop of Dublin 
to that effect. Rymer's Focdera. 
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duty under the description of ** draps appellez frize* 
ware queux sont faitz en Ireland." 

In the reign of Richard II. we have first a de- 
scription, by Froissart, of the four Irish kings who 
swore allegiance to that monarch, by which it appears 
that the truis had been abandoned, or at this time 
was not a part of the regal habit : for Henry Chris- 
tall, who gave Froissart the information, complains 
that they wore no breeches ^, and that consequently 
he ordered some of linen cloth to be made for them, 
taking from them at the same time many rude and 
ill-made things, *' tons d'habits comme d'autres 
chose/' and dressing them in houpelands of silk 
furred with miniver and gris : ** for,'* he adds! 
•* formerly these kings were well dressed if wrapped 
up in an Irish mantle." They rode without saddles 
or stirrups, the old Irish fashion. 

On Richard's first visit to Ireland, in IS94, all the 
licinster chieftains laid aside their caps, skeins, and 
girdles, and. did homage, and swore fealty on their 
knees to the Earl Marshal of England ; and the 
same ceremony was performed by the principal chiefs 
of Ulster to Richard himself at Drogheda. 

The author of the metrical cl^ronicle of the de-^ 
position of Richard II., who accompanied him on 
his Irish expedition, went with the Earl of Gloucester 
to see M acMorough, king of Leinster, and describes 
him as riding full speed down hill on a horse without 
a saddle, bearing in his hand a long dart, which he 

• 

^ But by breeches or brayes may be meant drawertf always so 
called at that time, and to go without which was esteemed both 
in England and France at this period a penance and a shaine, 
and Christairs ordering them to be made of 'Minen cloth*' is 
in favour of our supposition, as to supply the place of truis he 
would have ordered garments of woollen cloth, and by the name 
of hose or chauss^s. 
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cast from him with much deOerity. To thisdesoiip-; 
tion is appended aa illuininalioQ pourtraying Mac 
Morough in the act of performing this feat, and 
attended by some of his toparchs. We have en- 
graved it here as an illustration of the 




MacMofough, it wiU be peiceived, wears a baGCinet, 
but without Titor or camail, and a long coat of mail, 
over wt)i(h is thttiwn the mantle, and a capuchon 
like tigat worn by tho. English from the time of the 
Conquest^ and wtniih Iju^ be indeed the ancient Irish 
caputiuiti^ fangs b^md him down his shoulders. 
His followers wear the capuchon, and no bascinet. 
The king is bare-footed, and apparently bare-legged, 
and rides without stirrups. fVoissart tells us, on (he 
2i 
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authority of Christall, the Irish have pointed knives 
with broad blades, sharp on both sides; they cut 
their enemy's throat and take out his heart, which 
they carry away'. 



THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY 

furnishes us with very little direct information. But 
by an act passed in the reign of Henry VI. it seems 
to be intimated that either the English affected the 
Irish, or the Irish the English costume, as it is set 
forth that " now there is no diversity in array 
betwixt the English marchours and the Irish ene- 
mies, and so by colour of the English marchours, 
the Irish enemies do come from day to day to other 
into the English counties, as English marchours, 
and do rob and pill by the highways, and destroy 
.the common people by lodging upon them in the 
nights, and also do kill the husbands in the ni6:hts, 
and do take their goods to the Irishmen : wherefore 
it is ordained and agreed that no manner of man 
that will be taken for an Englishman shall have no 
beard above his mouth, that is to say, that he have 
no hairs on his upper lip, so that the said lip be once 
at least shaven every fortnight, or of equal growth 
with the nether lip ; and if any man be found 
amongst the English contrary hereuMto, that then it 
shall be lawful to every man to take them and their 
goods, as Irish enemies, and to ransom them as Irish 
enemies." "Whether this similarity of dress was 

' C. 24. In the army of Henry V., at the siege of Rouen, 1417, 
were several bodies of Irish, of whom the greater part had one leg 
and foot quite naked ; the arms of these w^ re targets, short javelins, 
imd a ttrange kind of knives, Monstrel^t's Chron. chap, v. The 
^skein" was the strange kind of knife. The **one leg and foot 
naked*' was a curious uniform. 
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iMSumed by the Irish enemies for the purpose of 
facilitating their inroads and depredations, or the 
consequence of long neighbourhood and intercom- 
munication, does not appear. The long moustaches 
worn at this period must certainly have been re- 
tained by the English in imitation of the Irish, as 
beards were not worn in England during the reign 
of Henry VI. except by aged or official personages. 
The faces of military men even are seen closely shaved. 
Another act was passed in this reign forbidding 
the use of *' gilt bridles and peytrals, and other gilt 
harness/' 

The military and female costume of persons of dis- 
tinction appears, from the few monuments preserved 
of this period, to have resembled the corresponding 
cotemporary habits in England ; but it is probable, 
as we shall shortly show, that the ancient national 
Irish dress was still worn by the generality of the 
people, and, oddly enough, on the heels of the statute 
of Henry VI. above quoted, forbidding the English 
to dress like the Irish, because their was no diversity, 
comes an act passed by Edward IV., ordaining that 
** the Irishmen dwelling in the counties of Dublin, 
Myeth, Wrial, and Kildare, shall go apparelled like 
Englishmen, and wear beards after the English man- 
ner, swear allegiance, and take English surnames," 
proving that a diversity did exist even in the Eng- 
lish pale. 

In the reign of Henry VII., Sir Edward Poy- 
nings, in order that the parliaments of Ireland might 
want no decent or honourable form that was used in 
England, caused a particular act to pass that the 
lords of Ireland should appear in the like parliament 
robes as the lords are wont to wear in the parliaments 
of England. This act is entitled ** a statute for 
the lords of the parliament to wear robes," and 
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the penalty for offending ap^ainst it was a hundred 
shillings, to be levied off the offender's lands and 
goods. 

In the sixth year of the same monarch's reign a 
warm dispute appears to have existed between the 
glovers and shoemakers about *' the right of making 
girdles, and all manner of girdles.*' Fine cloth, silk, 
taffeta, and cloth of gold, are mentioned as worn by 
the iiobilitv at this time, and worsted and canvas 
linen for phatlangs and mantles, by the poorer 
classes. Felt caps are also recorded. 



THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY 

enlightens us considerably, not only as to the dress 
of its own ])articular period, bu respecting the ancient 
Irish costume, of which we have hitherto caught but 
brief and imperfect glimpses. Pursuing our original 
determination to set down under each date such 
documents only as of right belonged to it, we have not 
interpolated the descriptions of writers of the twelfth 
century with those of writers of the sixteenth ; but 
having given these early evidences in their in- 
tegrity, we may without fear of confusion refer to 
them occasionally, when the elaborate accounts of 
such authors as Holinshed, Spenser, and Camden 
appear to illustrate the obscure allusions of their 
predecessors. 

In the reign of Henry VJII. an act was passed 
ordaining ** that no person or persons, the king's sub- 
jects, within this land (Ireland), being or hereafter to 
be, from and after the first day of May, which shall 
be in the yeare of our Lord God 1539, shall be shorn 
or shaven above the ears, or use the wearing of haire 
upon their heads like unto long lockes, called glibbe$, 
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or have or use any haire growinjr on their upper 
lippes, called or named a crommeal ®, or use or weare 
any shirt, smock, kurchor, beiidel, neckerchour, 
mocket or linen cappe coloured or dyed with safron, 
ue yet use or weare in any of their shirts or smocks 
above seven yardes of cloth, to be measured according 
to the king's standard, and that also no woman use 
or wear any kyrtell or cote tucked up or imbroydered 
or garnished with silke or couched ne laid witli usker, 
after the Irish fashion, and that no person or persons 
of what estate, condition or degree they be, shall 
use or weare any mantles, cote, or hood, made after 
the Irish fashion ;*' and any person so offending was 
liable not only to forfeit the garment worn against 
the statute, but certain sums of money limited and 
appointed by the act 

lu this act, and iu the order quoted in the note, 
we find mention made of the custom of dyeing the 
shirts and tunics with saffron, said by many writers 
to have existed in Ireland from the earliest period, 
but without their quoting any ancient authority in 
support of their statement. Henceforth we find fre- 
quent allusions to it ; but it is certainly not men- 

° Amongst the unpublished MS. in the State Paper Office, i* 
another earlier order of Henry VIII., dated April 28, 1563, for 
the government of the town of Qalway, in which these inouAtaches 
are called crompeaniUt. The inhabitants are also orderjed *^ not 
to suffer the hair of their heads to grow till it covers their ears, 
and that every of them wear English caps. That nu man or 
man-child do wear no mantles in the streets, but cloaks or gowns, 
coats, doublets, and hose shapen kfter the English fashion, but 
made of the country cloth, or any other cloth that shall please 
them to buy.'* 

^ Crom" signifies in the Celtic any thing crooked, also the nose ; 
<< pean" is the beard of a goat; and ^' lis," wicked or mischievous. 
" Crompeanlis" is therefore one of those curious compounds 
continually met with in this ancient language, and resembling 
Greek in the condensed force of expressioo. 

1\Z 
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tinned by Giraldus ', Froissart, or the author of the 
Natural History before quoted. 

In the reigii of EUzabeth we find Spenser stronp^ly 
recoinmendinpf the abolition of " the antient dress." 
The mantle he culls *' u fit house for an outlaw, a 
meet bed for a rebel, and an apt cloke for a thief." 
He speaks of the hood *' as a house against all 
weatlicrH ;** and remarks that while the mantle en- 
ables him to go ** privilie armed," the being close- 
hooded over the head conceals his person from know- 
ledge on any to whom he is endangered. He also 
alludes to a custom of wrapping the mantle hastily 
about the left arm when attacked, which serves them 
instead of u target: a common practice in Spain to 
this day, and probably derived from thence. His 
objections to the use of mantles by females are as 
strongly and more grossly urged ; and of the long 
platted or matted locks, called glibbs, he speaks in 
terms of equal reprobation : ^^ they are as fit masks 
as a mantle is for a thief, for wheresoever he hath 
run himself into that peril of the law that he will 
not be known, he either cutteth off hisglibb by which 
he becometh nothing like himself, or pulleth it so low 
down over his eyes that it is very hard to discern his 
thietish countenance*®.'* He concludes, however, by 

^ Unless by ''some colour^' and '' various colours" we are at 
liberty to conclude that saffron or yellow was amongst them. Had 
it been the prevailing colour he would surely have particu- 
larized it ; and yet, on the other hand, the shirt and truis in the 
illuminated copy before mentioned are both frequently painted a 
light yellow or tawney. 

^^ Hooker, who translated Giraldus in 1587, adds this note 
upon the Irish manner of wearing .the hair: ''The Irish nation 
and people, even from the beginning, have beene alwaies of a 
hard bringing up, and are not only rude in apparell but also 
rough and ouglio in their bodies. Their beards and heads they 
never wash, cleanse, nor cut, especiallie their heads ; the haire 
whereof they suflfer to grow, saving that some do use to round it, 
and by reason the iam« li never combed it growelb fatttogeiber, 
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admitting that there is much to be said in favour of 
the fitness of the ancient dress to the state of the' 
country, " as, namely, the mantle in travelling, be- 
cause there be no inns where meet bedding may be 
had, so that his mantle serves him then tor a bed ; 
the leather-quilted jack in journeying and in camp- 
ing, for that it is fittest to be under his shirt of mail, 
and for any occasion of sudden service, as there 
happen many, to cover his trouse on horseback ; the 
great linen roll which the women wear to keep their 
heads warm after cutting their hair, which they use 
in any sickness ; besides their thick-folded linen 
shirts, their lojig-sleeved smocks, their half-sleeved 
coats, their silken fillets, and all the rest, they will 
devise some colour for, either of necessity, of antiquity, 
or of comeliness." 

Stanihurst, who wrote in the reign of Elizabeth, 
and whose account of Ireland is published in Holin- 
shed's Chronicles, speaking of Waterford, says, 
** As they distill the best aqua vitae, so they spin the 
choicest rug in Ireland. A friend of mine being 
of late demurrant in London, and the weather, by 
reason of a hard hoare frost, being somewhat nip- 
ping, repaired to Paris Garden clad in one of these 
Waterford rugs. The mastifs had no sooner espied 
him, but deeming he had beene a beare would &ine 
have baited him; and were it not that the dogs 
were partly muzzled and partly chained, he doubted 
not but that he should have beene well tugd in this 
Irish rug ; whereupon he solemnlie vowed never to 
see beare baiting in any such weed." 

In 1562, O'Neal, Prince of Ulster, appeared at the 
court of Elizabeth with his guards of Galloglacks, 

and in process of time it maUeth so thick and fast together that it 
itt instead of a hat, and keepeth the head verie warme, and also 
will beare ofif a great blowe or strqke,, and this head of haire they 
call a gliba, and therein they have a great vl«^%>3ci^«" 
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bare-headed, anned with hatchets, their hair flowing 
in locks on their shoulders, attired in shirts dyed with 
saffron (vel humana uriiia infectis) ; their sleeves 
large, their tunics short, and their cloaks shagged ^^ 

This passage has been very loosely translated by 
several writers, and the expression '* thrum jackets " 
introduced, which is not at all borne out by the 
original, *^ tuniculis brevioribus et lacernis villosis." 
Amongst the rare prints collected by the late Mr. 
Douce is one presenting us with the Irish dress of 
this day, precisely as described by Camden, Spenser, 
and Derricke, with whose poetical and picturesque 
account of the Kerns or common soldiers we shall 
close our account of the Irish in the sixteenth cen- 
tury :— 

'^ With skulls upon their powles 
Instead of civiil cappes, 
With speare in hand and tword by sides 
To beare off aftcrclappes ; 
With jackettes long and large, 
Which shroud simplicitie, 
Though spiteful dartes which they do btare, 
Importe iniquitie | 
Their ahlrtes be very strange 
Not reaching past the thigh, 
With pleates on pleates they pleated are 
As thick as pleates may lie ; 
Whose sleives hang trailing downe 
Almost unto the shoe ^', 
And with a mantle commonlie 
The Irish kerne doe goe ; 

'1 Camden, Hist. Bliz. p. 69. 

'* The long sleeve to the shirt or tonie ** trailing down almost 
unto the shoe," while the body of the garment was so short and 
fully plaited, was a European fashion of the close of the fourteenth 
century, and if not adopted from the English in Richard 1 1. 'a time, 
reached Ireland from Spain. The old Celtic tunic had sleevei 
tight to the wrists* 
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And some amongst the rest 
Do use another wbde^ 
A coate I wene of strahgS device^ 
- Which fancie ant did bre«d f 
His skirtes be v^ff shorte» 
With pleates set thick abodti 
And Irish IrotiiM more to put 
Their stHittdgto protractoiirA out.** 

Now on referritig to the print we have mentioned, 
and which is superinsctibed, '* Draun after the 
quicke," (that is) from the life, we find the full- 
plaited shirts with long iraHing sleeves; the short 
coat or jacket with ktUf «feet)ei, very 6hort waisted, 
embroidered^ and " with pleates set thick about" the 
middle; the iron gauntlet* on the left hand« men- 
tioned by StanihUrst ^' ; the skull-caj), the mantle, 
the skein or long dagger, and a peeuliarly-Shaped 
sword in as strange a sheath, whkh cofresponds 
exactly with those upon the tombs of the Irish kings, 
engraved in Walker's History. The only variation 
frotn the descriptions quoted Is in their beihg all 
bare-legged and bare-footed* 

From these accounts we find the Irish of the four- 
teenth and sixteenth centuries wearing the mantle 
and hood or capuchiumi the tunic^ shirt or *' phal- 
lings," and occasionally the truis or breeches and 
stockings in one piece, exactlv as described by GiraU 
dus in the twelilh century ; still armed with the terrible 
hatchet received from tne Ostmen* and the coat of 
mail adopted from them or their Norman kindred ; 
while £ngland with the rest of Europe had ex- 
changed the hauberk for harness of plate, and ran 
through every variety of habit which the ingenuity or 
folly of man had devised during four hundred years. 

THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY 

brings the pencil once more to the aid of the pen. 
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Cliicr, froin Wilkei't Hirt- 



Mr. Walker has engraved what he terms " a rude 
Imt faithrul delineation of O'More, a turbulent Irish 
chieftain, and Archer, a Jesuit retained by him, both 
copied from a map of the taking of the Earl of Or- 
niund in 1600." O'More, he t«lls us, is dressed in 
the barrad, or Irish conical cap, and a scarlet mantle. 
Archer's mantle is black, and he wears the htgK- 
crowued hat of the time. Both appear to be in the 

Morrjson, a writer of the reign of the James I., 
def'cribes elaborately but coarsely the dress of the 
Irish in his time. The English fashions, it would 
appear from him, had amalgamated with the Irish 
amongst the higher orders, and produced a costume 
differing not very widely from that of similar classes 
in England ; but " touching the xataxt <x •(t\V6.Uv^ 
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it may truly be said of them, which of old was 
spoken of the Germans, namely, that they wander 
slovenly and naked, and lodge in the same house (if 
it may be called a house) with their beasts. Amongst 
them the gentlemen or lords of counties wear close 
breeches and stockings of the same piece of cloth, of 
red or such light colour, and a loose coat and a cloak 
or three-cornered mantle, commonly of coarse light 
stuflfe made at home, and their linen is coarse and 
slovenly, because they seldom put off a shirt till it be 
worn ; and those shirts in our memory, before the 
last rebellion, were made of some twenty or thirty 
elles, folded in wrinkles and coloured with safron. . 

. . . Their wives, living among the English, 
are attired in a sluttish gown to be fastened at the 
breast with a lace, and in a more sluttish mantle and 
more sluttish linen, and their] heads be covered after 
the Turkish manner with many elles of linen, only 
the Turkish heads or. turbans are round at the top; 
but the attire of the Irish, women's heads is more flat 
in the top and broader in the sides, not much unlike 
a cheese mot if it had a bole to put in the head. For 
the rest in the remote parts, where the English lawes 
and manners are unknown, the very chiefs of the 
Irish, as well men as women, goe naked in winter 
time.'* 

Speed, who wrote in the same reign, and confirms 
the account of Spenser and Morryson respecting the 
large wide- sleeved linen shirts, stained with saffron, 
their mantles, skeins, &c., adds, *' that the women wore 
their haire plaited in a curious manner, hanging 
down their backs and shoulders from under the 
folden wreathes of fine linen rolled about their heads: 
a custom in England as ancient as the Conquest, and 
though not mentioned by Giraldus, a fashion we have 
little doubt of equal antiquity in Ireland.'' Engrav- 
ings of a wild Irish man and woman, of a civil Irish 
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man and woman, and of an Irish gentleman and 
gentlewoman, are here given from Uie figures round 
Speed's map of Ireland". 




Wild Iriih mka and *obui i dvil Iriib nu ind ■wnatn, tna toaed^ 
MipDttwUnd. 

It was in the reign of James I., says Mr. Walker) 
that the Irish dress was to feel the influence of fashion, 
and to assume a new form. The circuits of the 
judges being now no longer confined within the nar^ 
row limits of the pale, bnt embracing the whole king- 
dom, the civil assemblies at the assizes bud sesstons 
reclaimed the Irish ^m their witdness, caused ttiem 

" Like Ihe Highland figurei in Ihe Scotch mip, Ihey bibj be 
.but the fanciful npretentttiom! of an irtiBt, arcareleMjy drawn 
troin the deKription only oT Ihe wrilert of the time. The king- 
haDging ibiil tleevsa u* c«1kiiily «ol vitible. 

1^. 
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ndiromn, fromSpaed'i UapoflralaDd. 



to cut off their glibbs and lonj; hair, to convert Ihdr 
mantles into cloaks (as then worn in England), and 
to conrorm themselves to the manner of England in 
all their behaviour and outward Ibnns. The order 
from the Lord Deputy Chichester, in his instructions 
to the Lord President and Council of Munster, to 
punish by tine and imprisonment all such as shall 
appear before them in mantles and robes, and also to 
expel and cut all glibbs, is dated May 20th, 1615. 

For some years this statute was ri^rously en- 
forced, but Charles I. in the tenth year of his reign 
caused an act to be passed at Dublin, " for repeale 
of divers statutes heretofore enacted in this kingdom 
of Ireland," and once more permitted the beard to 
flourish on the upper lip, allowed the use of gilt 
bridles, peytrels, wd other harnea, snd left the 
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Irish generally at liberty to wear either their own 
national apparel, or the English dress of the day, as 
mig-ht suit their fancy or convenience. 

The periwig found its way to Ireland in Cromweirs 
time, and the first person who wore it is said to 
have been a Mr. Edmund 0*Dwyer, who lost his 
estate by joining in the opposition to the parlia- 
mentary forces. He was known amongst the vulgar 
by the appellation of ** Edmund of the wig." 

During the Commonwealth an order was issued 
by the Deputy Governor of Galway, grounded on 
the old statute of Henry VIII. and prohibiting the 
wearing of the mantle to all people whatsoever, which 
was executed with great rigour; and Harris says» 
*' from that time the mantle and trouze were disused 
for the most part** 

Sir Henry Piers also, in his description of the 
county of Westmeath, about this period, says, ** there 
is now no more appearance of the Irish cap, mantle, 
and trouzes, at least in these countries." 

That they were worn, however, to a much later 
period in some provinces, we gather from the letter 
of Richard Geoghegan, Esq., of Connaught, to Mr. 
Walker, who has published an extract from it in a 
note to his work. ** I have heard my father say," 
writes Mr. Geoghegan, *^ that he remembered some 
male peasants to wear a truis, or piece of knit ap- 
parel, that served for breeches and stockings ; a 
barraid or skull-cap, made of ordinary rags, was the 
ornament of the head ; a hatted man was deemed a 
Sassanagh (Saxon) beau. Brogue-uirleaker, that is, 
flats made of untanned leather, graced their feet, and 
stockings were deemed a foppery ;" and in an earlier 
part of his letter, speaking of the dress of the female 
peasantry of Connaught, he says, ** long blue man- 
tles in the Spanish style, bare feet, awkward bin- 
nogues or kerchiefs on their heads (geuerali^ a^UftsL 
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with soot), and madder-red petticoats, were and are 
the prevalent taste of the ladies.^' 

It will be obvious from the above extracts that 
from the earliest notice of Ireland to a late period in 
the last century, the national dress was handed down 
from ^neration to generation amongst the peasantry ; 
and that many noblemen and gentlemen wore it 
within the last two hundred years. Persecution, as 
usual, but attached them more strongly to the pro- 
hibited garb, and it is probable that the free exercise 
of theit fancy granted to them by Charles I. conduced 
more to the ultimate neglect of the long-cherished 
costume of their ancestors than the peremptory order 
to abandon it, issued by the officer of Cromwell, or 
even the exhortations of the Romish clergy to that 
effect, which are acknowledged to have been of little 
avail. Certain it is that the Lord Deputy's court at 
Dublin was in Charles's reign distinguished for its 
magnificence; the peers of the realm, the clergy, and 
the nobility and gentry attending it being arrayed 
of their own free will in robes of scarlet and purple 
velvet, and other rich h'»^iliraents, after the English 
fashion. 
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